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GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
(The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod) 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 
January 14, 2024 

 
 

THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
 

WELCOME 
 

Good morning and welcome to Grace! We are glad that you joined us today, whether online 
or here at Grace. If you would like to learn more about the Christian faith as taught here at Grace 
Lutheran Church, please contact our pastor.  

 
 
 

THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
(14 January 2024) 

 
Exodus 33:12–23 
Romans 12:6–16 

John 2:1–11 
 

Jesus’ First Miracle Reveals God’s Glory 
 
The coming of the Messianic kingdom means the restoration of creation. The sign of this restoration 
is that “the mountains shall drip sweet wine” (Amos 9:11–15). When the elements of a fallen 
creation fail and run short at a wedding feast, our Lord Jesus steps in to restore creation and 
miraculously changes water into an abundance of the very best wine (John 2:1–11). With this sign, 
Christ manifests His glory. The “back” of God (Ex. 33:12–23) is revealed to those who believe. 
The hour will come when Jesus will again manifest His glory by taking creation’s curse into His 
own body to release us from its power. The Bridegroom will give His life for the Bride (Eph. 5:22–
32), and from His side will flow water and blood, the holy sacraments by which she is cleansed and 
made one with Him. Through this sacrificial love of Christ we are enabled to “love one another 
with brotherly affection . . .” and to “outdo one another in showing honor” (Rom. 12:6–16). 

 
HOLY COMMUNION 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated in our Service this morning. If you are 
not a member of Grace and desire to receive this Sacrament of Christ’s body and blood given and 
shed for the forgiveness of sins, we ask that you first speak with our Pastor so that the unity of faith 
might be established. Thank you for honoring this request. 

 



- 4 - 
 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS 
 
The altar flowers are given today by Rev. Leroy & Deborah Leach in honor of their 49th wedding 
anniversary (1/18), for the beautification of God’s house and in thanksgiving for the Lord’s many 
blessings. 

 
 

THOSE WHO SERVE 
 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Kent Schaaf 
Communion Assistant        Chaplain Shawn Found 
Kantor:  Jacquelyn Magnuson 
Altar Guild:  Angie Proud 
Soloist:  Karen Horton 
Ushers:  Shaun Baker 
Streaming:  Bob Nichols & Riley Middaugh 
 
 
 

 
 

Grace Lutheran Church 
5124 Hillcrest, Little Rock, AR 72205 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 250769, Little Rock, AR 72225 
Telephone Number: 501-663-3631 

 
For the Latest Updates: 

 
www.gracelutheranlr.org 

https://www.facebook.com/gracelutheranlr/ 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/gracelutheranlr/
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THE DIVINE SERVICE 
FOR 

THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
 

Prelude 
 

Ringing of the Bell 
 

Stand 
 

Confession and Absolution 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

Confession of Sins 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful 
to me, a poor, sinful being. 
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Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 

the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Entrance Hymn: O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright LSB 395 
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5 O let the harps break forth in sound! 

Our joy be all with music crowned, 
    Our voices gladly blending! 
For Christ goes with us all the way— 
Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day! 
    His love is never ending! 
        Sing out! Ring out! 
    Jubilation! 
    Exultation! 
        Tell the story! 
Great is He, the King of Glory! 

 
6 What joy to know, when life is past, 

The Lord we love is first and last, 
    The end and the beginning! 
He will one day, oh, glorious grace, 
Transport us to that happy place 
    Beyond all tears and sinning! 
        Amen! Amen! 
    Come, Lord Jesus! 
    Crown of gladness! 
        We are yearning 
For the day of Your returning! 

 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000249 
Tune: Public domain 
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Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 66:1–5, 20; antiphon: v. 4; 92:1 

 
A All the earth worships you and sings prais- | es to you;* 

 they sing praises  | to your name. 
It is good to give thanks  | to the LORD,* 
 to sing praises to your name,  | O Most High. 

C Shout for joy to God,  | all the earth;* 
 sing the glory of his name; give to him  | glorious praise! 
Say to God, “How awesome  | are your deeds!* 
 So great is your power that your enemies come cringing  | to you. 
All the earth worships you and sings prais- | es to you;* 
 they sing praises  | to your name.” 
Come and see what  | God has done:* 
 he is awesome in his deeds toward the chil- | dren of man. 
Blessèd  | be God,* 
 because he has not rejected my prayer or removed his steadfast  | love from me! 
Glory be to the Father and  | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy  | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever.  | Amen. 

A All the earth worships you and sings prais- | es to you;* 
 they sing praises  | to your name. 
It is good to give thanks  | to the LORD,* 
 to sing praises to your name,  | O Most High. 

 
Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

 
  
P Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things in heaven and on earth, mercifully 

hear the prayers of Your people and grant us Your peace through all our days; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Exodus 33:12–23 
 Moses said to the LORD, “See, you say to me, ‘Bring up this people,’ but you have not let 
me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I know you by name, and you 
have also found favor in my sight.’ Now therefore, if I have found favor in your sight, please 
show me now your ways, that I may know you in order to find favor in your sight. Consider 
too that this nation is your people.” And he said, “My presence will go with you, and I will 
give you rest.” And he said to him, “If your presence will not go with me, do not bring us up 
from here. For how shall it be known that I have found favor in your sight, I and your people? 
Is it not in your going with us, so that we are distinct, I and your people, from every other 
people on the face of the earth?” 
 And the LORD said to Moses, “This very thing that you have spoken I will do, for you have 
found favor in my sight, and I know you by name.” Moses said, “Please show me your 
glory.” And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass before you and will proclaim before 
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you my name ‘The LORD.’ And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show 
mercy on whom I will show mercy. But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for man shall not 
see me and live.” And the LORD said, “Behold, there is a place by me where you shall stand 
on the rock, and while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover 
you with my hand until I have passed by. Then I will take away my hand, and you shall see 
my back, but my face shall not be seen.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Psalm 107:20–21 

 
C He sent out his word and | healed them,* 

 and delivered them from their de- | struction. 
Let them thank the LORD for his | steadfast love,* 
 for his wondrous works to the chil- | dren of men! 

 
Epistle Romans 12:6–16 

 Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in 
proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; the one 
who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, 
with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 
 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another with 
brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. Do not be slothful in zeal, be 
fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in 
prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. 
 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who 
rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, 
but associate with the lowly. Never be conceited. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
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Alleluia and Verse  Psalm 148:2 

 
 
Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his hosts! 
 

Holy Gospel John 2:1–11 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the second chapter. 
  

 
  
 On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 
Jesus also was invited to the wedding with his disciples. When the wine ran out, the mother of 
Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does this have 
to do with me? My hour has not yet come.” His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he 
tells you.” 
 Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding 
twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled 
them up to the brim. And he said to them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of 
the feast.” So they took it. When the master of the feast tasted the water now become wine, 
and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), 
the master of the feast called the bridegroom and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine 
first, and when people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept the good 
wine until now.” This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his 
glory. And his disciples believed in him. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 
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Hymn of the Day: The Only Son from Heaven LSB 402 

 

 

 

 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 
Stand 
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Offertory Psalm 51:10–12 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Sit 
 

Offering & Voluntary 
 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 
Each petition ends with the following: 
P Let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
After the final petition: 
C Amen. 

 
Following the Prayer of the Church, the live stream is paused for the Service of the Sacrament. If 
you would like to request a pastoral visit to receive the Sacrament, please contact Pastor Schaaf 
or the church office. 
 
The live stream audio will resume with the distribution hymns, and the video will resume after the 
distribution of the Lord’s Supper. 
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Distribution Hymn: Arise and Shine in Splendor LSB 396 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000249 
Tune: Public domain 
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Distribution Hymn: Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness LSB 636 
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5 Jesus, source of lasting pleasure, 
Truest friend, and dearest treasure, 
    Peace beyond all understanding, 
    Joy into all life expanding: 
Humbly now, I bow before You; 
Love incarnate, I adore You; 
    Worthily let me receive You 
    And, so favored, never leave You. 

 
6 Jesus, sun of life, my splendor, 

Jesus, friend of friends, most tender, 
    Jesus, joy of my desiring, 
    Fount of life, my soul inspiring: 
At Your feet I cry, my maker, 
Let me be a fit partaker 
    Of this blessèd food from heaven, 
    For our good, Your glory, given. 

 
7 Lord, by love and mercy driven, 

You once left Your throne in heaven 
    On the cross for me to languish 
    And to die in bitter anguish, 
To forego all joy and gladness 
And to shed Your blood in sadness. 
    By this blood redeemed and living, 
    Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving. 

 
8 Jesus, bread of life, I pray You, 

Let me gladly here obey You. 
    By Your love I am invited, 
    Be Your love with love requited; 
By this Supper let me measure, 
Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure. 
    Through the gift of grace You give me 
    As Your guest in heav’n receive me. 

 
Text (sts. 1, 4–5): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000249 
Text (sts. 2–3, 6–8) and tune: Public domain 
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Distribution Hymn: Come, Join in Cana’s Feast LSB 408 

 

 

 
 
Text: © 1993 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000249 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 
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Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 
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Thanksgiving Psalm 107:1 

 
  

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

  

 
 

Salutation 2 Timothy 4:22 

 
  

 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
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Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
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Closing Hymn: Songs of Thankfulness and Praise LSB 394 

 

 

 

 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Postlude 

 
Acknowledgments 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND GOD’S BLESSINGS TO:  
January 16 – James Robb 
January 18 – Klaus Wolfenberger 
 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY AND GOD’S BLESSINGS TO:  
January 17 – David & Kara Mainard 
January 18 – Rev. Leroy & Deborah Leach 

- IN OUR PRAYERS - 
*Names of those with health concerns will remain on the prayer list for 2 weeks after a request 
is made. If you wish to make or renew a prayer request, please call or email Pastor Schaaf or the 
church office. 

 
HEALTH CONCERNS: Bill (JoAnn Bischof’s brother), Cheyenne Staggs & Sara (friends of 
the Leach’s), Jeanne Von Der Ahe 
 
SEMINARY STUDENT: John & Jana Carpenter 
 
MEMBERS AND FAMILY IN THE MILITARY: Nicholas Wold (Marine Corps) & Ethan 
Wold (Navy Corpsman) 
 
MEMBERS WE PRAY FOR THIS WEEK:  Colleen Moorman, The Morrison Family, The 
Nichols Family, Ralph & Joan Ann Olsen, Nancy Orpin, Jack Osborn, Brenda Parscale, Jane & 
Kristen Parsons, Marion Piazza, Chris & Betty Pils, Gary & Angie Proud, Janet Pulliam, David 
Raddle, The Ralston Family, The Reeder Family, Deena Reynolds, Robert & Wilma Richter, 
Sheri Rivers, Dave, Diane & Alex Roberts 
 
HOMEBOUND MEMBERS: Ralph & Joan Ann Olsen, Nancy Orpin, Myrna Smith, Robert & 
Jan Grant, Robert & Wilma Richter, Sherry Clawitter, Elsie Westerfield, Kay Jenkins, Dorris 
Deislinger, Joe & Cecillia Gelzine, Mildred Burgess, Emily Esget, Carol Ann Mitchell (Donna 
Langlais’ friend) 
 
MEMORIALS: 
 
IN MEMORY OF RACHEL ALLEN: 
 TO THE GRACE LUTHERAN GENERAL FUND 
 By Debbie Craig 
IN MEMORY OF ROBERT JONES: 
 TO THE GRACE LUTHERAN GENERAL FUND 
 By Jon & Sandra Lindemann, Debbie Craig 
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IN MEMORY OF RACHEL ALLEN: 
 TO THE PASTOR JAMES WALTER MEMORIAL FUND 
 By Sally McNabb, Robert & Sheila Wilimzig 
IN MEMORY OF ROBERT JONES: 
 TO THE PASTOR JAMES WALTER MEMORIAL FUND 
 By Jim & Judy Keppel, Sally McNabb, Robert & Sheila Wilimzig 
IN MEMORY OF RON KRUEGER: 
 TO THE PASTOR JAMES WALTER BENEVOLENCE FUND 
 By Raymond & Sammye Sue Harrill 
IN MEMORY OF PAT FUNK: 
 TO THE PASTOR JAMES WALTER BENEVOLENCE FUND 
 By Raymond & Sammye Sue Harrill 
 

- NEWS & NOTES - 
Please submit announcement requests for News & Notes to the church office by noon on Tuesday. 

 

PARISH PLANNING MEETING The next Parish Planning meeting is scheduled for this Tuesday, 
January 16th, at 6pm.  This is an in-person meeting.   
 
VOTERS MEETING The next Voters Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 28th, immediately 
after Divine Worship.   
 
ECDC IS HIRING! We are looking for a Teacher and an Assistant Director. If you know of 
someone who is interested in sharing the love of Christ with Jesus’ little lambs and helping them 
Grow in Grace, please have them contact Robyn Robb at ecdc@gracelutheranlr.org or 501-663-
0755. Thank you for your support! 
 
OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE IN 2024 Altar Guild is a quiet service with both men and women 
encouraged to sign up.  You can find the 2024 sign-up sheet at the church entrance or in the Sacristy. 
Please email Angie Proud at angieproud12@gmail.com for more information.  The Usher 
Ministry at Grace is in need of both men and women volunteers on Sunday mornings. Please 
contact Monica at (monica@glclr.org) or 501.663.3631 for more information and to sign up to 
assist in this ministry. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ecdc@gracelutheranlr.org
mailto:monica@glclr.org
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Thank you! 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

Martina, the girls, and I were deeply moved by your kind and generous spirit over the past 
Christmas season. Your outpouring of love through gifts, cards, and delicious food was truly 
heartwarming. We feel blessed to have such wonderful fellowship in the Gospel here at Grace 
with all of you, and we appreciate your unwavering love, prayers, and support for our family. We 
cannot thank you enough for all that you have done for us. 
 

May God continue to bless each one of you and guide you in this New Year! 
 

Goodness and joy to you in Christ! 
 

The Schaaf's 
 

 
 

Acolyte Schedule 
The Acolyte(s) light the candles & the Crucifer carries the Crucifix. 

January 14 - Henry - Acolyte / Effie – Crucifer 
January 21 - Tyler - Acolyte / Velta – Crucifer 
January 28 - Ike - Acolyte / Avery – Crucifer 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are in need of pastoral care, please contact Pastor Schaaf at 
501.663.3631 or kent.schaaf@glclr.org to make an appointment. If there is a 
pastoral care emergency, you may call/text his cell 24/7 at 501.703.4474. Please 
leave a message if he does not answer. 

mailto:kent.schaaf@glclr.org
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THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
 
SUNDAY: 
    9:00 a.m.             Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 
   10:00 a.m.            Divine Service with Holy Communion 
   12:00 p.m.            Church Fellowship/Chili Showcase 
 

MON. – FRI.:          
    7:30 a.m.             Early Childhood Development Center 
 

MONDAY: 
    6:00 p.m.           Parish Education Meeting 
 

TUESDAY: 
    6:00 p.m.           Parish Planning Meeting 
 

WEDNESDAY: 
   10:30 a.m.           Women’s Bible Study  
   12:00 p.m.           Midweek Eucharist Service 
     5:30 p.m.           Wednesday Freewill Meal (Parker Hall) 
    6:00 p.m.            Schola Cantorum (Choir Room, 2nd-8th graders) 
    6:00 p.m.            Preaching Partners (Parker Hall) 
 

THURSDAY: 
   7:00 p.m.             Kantorei Rehearsal (Choir Room & Sanctuary)  
 

NEXT SUNDAY: 
    9:00 a.m.             Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 
   10:00 a.m.            Divine Service with Holy Communion 

 


	- In Our Prayers -
	- News & Notes -

