
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
(Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod) 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 
December 6, 2015 

THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

PRAYER UPON ENTERING CHURCH 

 O Holy Spirit, Comforter and Guide, You have created faith in my heart so that I might 

believe and confess that Jesus is Lord!  Continue to work in me the will to confess Him and serve Him 

by deeds of kindness and generosity.  Through the fruits that You bring forth in my life I show myself 

to be a disciple and witness of Him who came to serve me and give His life as a ransom for me.  It is 

in His holy name that I pray.  Amen   

WELCOME 

Welcome to Grace!  It is a blessing to have you here this morning, members and visitors 

alike.  It is our prayer that in this time of the Lord’s Service to us our faith will be strengthened 

through the hearing of His Word.  As we hear the Good News of salvation in Christ Jesus we respond 

to God’s grace and mercy with our hymns and prayers.  Ultimately as we leave this place we will do 

so refreshed by the Gospel for a week of service to the Lord and our neighbor. 

We are glad you are here today!  We invite you to come and worship again. We ask everyone 

to fill out an attendance registration card found at each pew and return it to an Usher during the 

Offering.  Children will be invited to come forward for a Children’s Message.  Parents may 

accompany them if they wish.  A nursery for infants and toddlers is located downstairs.  Restrooms 

are also located downstairs in this building or across the bridge on this floor level before entering the 

fellowship hall.  If you have any questions please ask one of our Greeters or Ushers.  If you need more 

information about Grace Lutheran Church please speak with our Pastor. 

  

HOLY COMMUNION 

 Holy Communion will be celebrated in our 10:45 Service today.  In this sacrament we receive 

Christ’s very body and blood for the forgiveness of sins.  Those who are not members of Grace are 

asked to speak with our Pastor before partaking of this sacrament so that the unity of faith might be 

established.  Thank you for honoring this request. 

AS WE GATHER 

 John the Baptizer is the last Old Testament prophet.  He is the Lord’s messenger, the 

fulfillment of today’s Old Testament prophecy spoken through Malachi even as the words quoted by 

St. Luke in the Gospel reading are those of Isaiah’s prophecy concerning “the voice of one crying in 

the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’”  Later in Malachi’s prophecy 

we hear, “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the Lord 

comes.”  So St. Luke draws a straight line from this last Old Testament prophecy to the first chapter of 

his Gospel account, where the angel Gabriel announces the miraculous birth of John to the priest 

Zechariah, John’s father.  Then in today’s Gospel account we find John, as the Lord’s messenger, 

beginning his mission of preparing the hearts of the people for the promised and coming Messiah. 
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THE ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

 The Altar Flowers are given today to the glory of God and the beautification of His 

House by Chris and Betty Pils in celebration of their thirty-ninth wedding anniversary and in 

thanksgiving for God’s many blessings.   
 

THOSE WHO SERVE  
 

Pastor:                                                               Rev. James C. Walter 

Director of Parish Music:                             Nathan Beethe 

Secretary:                                                                         Pat Funk 

Early Childhood Center Director:                          Colleen Moorman 

Acolyte:              (8:15)      Katie Williams  

Cantor: (8:15) Paula Walter 

Ushers:                (8:15) Roy Andrews, Roy Bullard 

  John Ketcher, Gary Proud  

Greeters:              (8:15)    Debbie Penny             

Altar Guild:        (8:15)         Lori Bloom, Sheila Wilimzig 

Acolyte:            (10:45)                    Morgan Yovanovich                   

Cantor:               (10:45)                          Karen Klein 

Communion Assistant:  (10:45)   Shaun Baker 

Ushers:              (10:45) Paul Krueger, Gervais LeBlanc 

   Jeff Ralston  

Greeter:             (10:45)       Chris and Betty Pils 

Altar Guild:        (10:45)                       Ginny Ralston  

Choirs:  Adult Choir, Children's Choir 

Piano:  Carly Golladay 
Coffee Hosts:       Grace Youth  

Altar Guild:  (Wed. evening)     Suzanne Raddle  

Nursery Attendant:                                                Mary Ann Dyer 
    

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS - The appointed readings for next Sunday, December 13
th

, 

the Third Sunday in Advent, are:  The Old Testament Reading: Zephaniah 3:14-20, The 

Epistle Reading: Philippians 4:4-7, and The Gospel Reading:  Luke 7:18-28. 
 

Grace Lutheran Church 

P. O. Box 250769, Little Rock, AR 72225 
 

www.gracelutheranlr.org 

Telephone Number: 501-663-3631 
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THE ORDER OF DIVINE SERVICE 
FOR  

THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
 

 

 
 

Pre-Service Music On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry - Kenneth Kosche 

 
Lighting of the Chancel Candles 

 
Prelude When All the World Was Cursed - Flor Peeters, Thomas Gieschen 

 
Ringing of the Church Bell 

 
Opening Hymn: When All the World Was Cursed  LSB 346 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 
  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

 
Exhortation Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
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Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 
Confession of Sins (8:15) 
  

P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are 

by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and 

deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your 

grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have 

mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your 

Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true 

obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting 

life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen 

 
 Mark 16:16; John 1:12 

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son 

to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name 

He gives power to become the children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. 

He that believes and is baptized shall be saved. 

Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen 

 
Confession of Sins (10:45) 
  

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 

pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful 

to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

 John 20:19–23 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 

the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
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Service of the Word 

 

Introit Ps. 81:8, 10–11, 13; antiphon: Luke 3:4b 
 

 
 

A The voice of one crying in the | wilderness:* 

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his | paths straight.” 

C Hear, O my people, while I ad- | monish you!* 

O Israel, if you would but lis- | ten to me! 

 

A  I am the LORD your God, who brought you up out of the land of | Egypt.* 

Open your mouth wide, and I will | fill it. 

C  “But my people did not listen | to my voice;* 

Israel would not sub- | mit to me. 

 
A  Oh, that my people would lis- | ten to me,* 

that Israel would walk | in my ways! 

 

 

 
 

A The voice of one crying in the | wilderness:* 

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his | paths straight.” 

 
Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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Canticle: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  LSB 357 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 
  

 

 
  

 
  

P Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by 

His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  
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Sit 

 
Anthem Lift Up Your Heads - Richard Gieseke 

 
Old Testament Reading  Malachi 3:1–7b 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Gradual Zech. 9:9; Ps. 118:26, alt. 
 

 
 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of | Zion.* 

Shout aloud, O daughter of Jer- | usalem. 

Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;* 

righteous and having sal- | vation. 

Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of the Lord.* 

From the house of the Lord we | bless You. 

 
Epistle  Philippians 1:2–11 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse 

 

 
  

P  Prepare the way of the Lord, make his | paths straight;*                                   Luke 3:4b, 6 

all flesh shall see the salva- | tion of God.  
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Holy Gospel  Luke 3:1-14 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter. 

  

 
  
The reading of the Holy Gospel. 

 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 

 

 
Apostles' Creed (8:15) 
  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen 
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Nicene Creed (10:45) 
  

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen 

 
Sit 

 
Children's Message 

 
Sermon Hymn: On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry  LSB 344 
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Sermon Luke 3:1-14 

“Straighten Up!” 

 
Stand 

 
Offertory Psalm 51:10–12 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Sit 

  
Offering On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry - Thomas Gieschen 

 
Stand 
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Prayer of the Church 
  

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 

their needs.  

 

Each petition ends with the following:  

 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

The prayers conclude with the following: 

 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 

  

 

 
 
10:45 Service continues on the next page 

  

 

 

Service Concludes (8:15) 

 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth  

        as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those  

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

    and the power and the glory  

    forever and ever. Amen 
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Collect 
  

P Almighty God, grant to Your Church Your Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes down 

from above, that Your Word may not be bound but have free course and be preached to 

the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, that in steadfast faith we may serve You 

and, in the confession of Your name, abide unto the end; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 

 
Benediction 
  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord lift His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen 

 
Closing Hymn: Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending  LSB 336 

 
Postlude Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending - Timothy Shaw 

 

 
T     T     T 

 
 

Service of the Sacrament (10:45) 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1 Psalm 136 
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Proper Preface 
  

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the 

very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance 

that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory.  

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
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The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24 
 Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

 
Pax Domini John 20:19 
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Agnus Dei John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sit 

 
Distribution 

 
Communion Instructions:  The Pastor invites the communicants, those who are able, to kneel 

and then distributes the host which may be received into the hand or the mouth.  The Elder 

distributes the individual cups.  The communicants are asked to hold their cups until the Pastor 

says, “Take and drink.” 

 
     Hymn: Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord  LSB 637 
     Hymn: Comfort, Comfort Ye My People  LSB 347 
     Hymn: Lamb of God  LSB 550 

 
Stand 
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Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thanksgiving Psalm 107:1 
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Post-Communion Collect 
  

P Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent 

Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given 

us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but 

always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled 

constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 
 

 

Salutation 2 Timothy 4:22 

 

 

  

 
 

 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
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Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Closing Hymn: Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending  LSB 336 
 

 

Postlude Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending - Timothy Shaw 

 

 

 

 

 

T      T      T 
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THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
 

SUNDAY:   8:15 a.m. – Divine Service  

    Coffee and Fellowship in the Parlor 

  9:45 a.m. – Sunday School in the lower level of Parker Hall 

  9:45 a.m. – Pastor Walter’s Bible Class upstairs in Parker Hall 

 10:45 a.m. – Divine Service with Holy Communion 

MON - FRI:    7:30 a.m. – Early Childhood Development Center 

TUESDAY:  5:30 p.m. – 7
th

 Grade Confirmation 

  5:30 p.m. – Handbell Choir 

  6:30 p.m. – Adult Choir 

WEDNESDAY:  6:30 a.m. – Men’s Bible Study (St. Vincent’s) 

  5:30 p.m. – Advent Dinner 

  7:00 p.m. – Midweek Advent Evening Prayer Service 

THURSDAY: 12:00 noon – Devotions with Pastor 

  5:15 p.m. – 8
th

 Grade Confirmation 

SATURDAY:  9:00 a.m. – Decorate Trees in Sanctuary 

NEXT SUN:  9:15 a.m. – Cookie Walk 

 12:00 noon – Children’s Christmas Program Practice 
  

TODAY IN SUNDAY SCHOOL - For the next few weeks in Sunday School, the children 
will be studying true story of the life of Joseph. It begins today with the account of 
“Joseph and His Brothers.” Though the brothers didn’t know it, God would use their 
treachery to bring about His plan to deliver His people and ultimately to deliver us from 
sin and death through Jesus. A family discussion might include, “How can hatred and 
unkind thoughts lead to hateful words and actions?” On the cross, Jesus saved us from 
the hurt and harm of our own sins and the sins of others. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES for children ages 3 years through 6
th

 grade meet in the 

lower level of Parker Hall.  JUNIOR HIGH AND HIGH SCHOOL CLASSES meet in 

classrooms downstairs in the church.   
 

PASTOR WALTER’S CLASS meets upstairs in the Family Life Center in Parker Hall.  

Pastor Walter is leading a series entitled A Man Named Martin, which examines the life 

and times of Martin Luther.  This is a Bible study series from the Men’s Network of the 

Lutheran Hour Ministries.    
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY AND GOD’S BLESSINGS TO: 
Dec. 7   – Suzanne and David Raddle 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND GOD’S BLESSINGS TO: 
Dec.   6 – Joshua Ralston 

Dec.   9 – Bette Bogart, Kim Woodyard 

Dec. 11 – Lance Whitney 

Dec. 12 – Carryl Blackburn 

 
REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:  
Carolyn Moorman is continuing her recovery at Briarwood Rehab. 

Edwina Atkinson is recovering at Briarwood Rehab following surgery. 

Jason Sutterfield continues his recovery following surgery. 

Carol Rosteck is in rehab in North Little Rock. 

Irvin Clawitter has returned home from Good Shepherd Nursing and Rehab. 

Linda Bradshaw is recovering from knee replacement surgery. 

Bob Grant is recovering following back surgery. 

Dennis Fastenau is at home and continuing his treatments. 

 
LAST WEEK’S STEWARDSHIP – Attendance: Sunday 11/29: 161 (8:15 – 94 and 

10:45 – 67). Mid-week Advent 12/2: 79. Offerings: Sunday 11/29: $5,724.00.  

Thanksgiving Day 11/26: $2,098.50.  Missions: $25.00.  Scholarship Fund: $25.00.  

Building Fund: $25.00.  Youth Fund: $766.00. 

 

OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY to the family of Betty Wallace who died on Wednesday 

morning, December 2
nd

, in Pine Bluff.  Betty is the mother of Diane Roberts and Wade 

Wallace and grandmother of Alex Roberts.  Please remember Wade Wallace and Diane, 

Dave and Alex Roberts and their families in your prayers.  

 

7th GRADE CONFIRMATION meets on Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. in the Church Parlor. 

8th GRADE CONFIRMATION meets on Thursday at 5:15 p.m. in the Church Parlor. 

 
ADVENT EVENING PRAYER SERVICES will be held each Wednesday: December 9

th
, 

and December 16
th

 at 7:00 p.m.  The theme for each service is “The King is Coming!”  

Join us Wednesday for dinner at 5:30 p.m. and worship at 7:00 p.m.   

 
POINSETTIAS – We will be decorating the chancel area of our sanctuary with poinsettias 

for Christmas.  If you would like to order a poinsettia, please fill out the form in the 

bulletin. The cost is $13.50.  The deadline for ordering is Sunday, December 13
th

. 

Please make your check out to Grace Lutheran Church and place it along with the form in 

the offering place or send it to the church office. 
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NOON DEVOTIONS WITH PASTOR is Thursday, December 10
th

, at 12:00 noon in 

Parker Hall. Pastor Walter shares a devotional Bible study with us so bring your Bible 

and a sandwich.  Drinks, chips, and dessert are provided.  This is a wonderful opportunity 

for fellowship and Bible Study.  Come and bring a friend with you!! 

 
ADVENT DINNERS will be served at 5:30 p.m. in Parker Hall each Wednesday prior to 

the Advent Service.  This week the ACTS group will be serving spaghetti and salad.  Join 

us for dinner and fellowship before our Advent service. 

 
2016 OFFERING ENVELOPES are on the table on the bridge as you go across to Parker 

Hall.  Please pick them up today but DO NOT begin using them until 2016.   

 
NOTES AND CARDS – The holidays are fast approaching, please remember our sick and 

home bound members in your prayers and send them a note or card to let them know 

we’re thinking of them and praying for them.    
 

COOKIE WALK - The Annual Cookie Walk hosted by the JOY Club is Sunday, 

December 13
th

 during coffee hour. We ask you to bring a batch of cookies (or several) to 

donate to the event and then purchase a bag, which you may fill with your choice of an 

assortment of cookies. This gives you the enjoyment of sampling many different cookie 

types while knowing that your support of the event goes toward helping a Grace family 

have a better Christmas. The JOY Club identifies a family with needs to whom the 

proceeds are donated.  If you have questions, call Bev Sanders at 425-8806 or 225-6390. 

 
DECORATE THE SANCTUARY FOR CHRISTMAS on Saturday, December 12

th
, at 

9:00 a.m.  Join us for a couple of hours as we decorate the Christmas trees in the 

sanctuary and hang wreaths and garland. Craig Schluterman is helping to coordinate 

volunteers.      

 
CHRIST LUTHERAN SCHOOL is seeking someone who loves kids and would like to 

work part time in our extended care program, Falcon Club. The hours are 2:50-6:00 M-F. 

The pay is $8 per hour. We are also seeking someone to assume the position of Extended 

Care Director. Please contact Catherine McKnight at 663-5212 if you are interested in 

applying. You must be over 18 years of age and complete a criminal background check.  
 

 


