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THE ORDER OF EVENING PRAYER 
FOR THE WEEK OF THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

 

PRAYER UPON ENTERING THE CHURCH 
 
 Lord God, heavenly Father, according to Your plan, at just the right time, You 
sent Your Son to be the Savior of the world.  In this time You have called me to be 
Your child, an heir of everlasting life because of the work of Jesus for me and for all.  
Grant me a heart that seeks to live my life to Your glory and further seeks to share the 
good news of salvation with those whom are near and dear to me, trusting that You 
will give me the words to say.  I pray this in Jesus’ name.  Amen  

WELCOME 

 This is a busy time of year.  It is good that you have chosen to take this time to 
be here this evening.  There are many things for us to do in this season and there does 
not seem to be enough time to do them.  Use this time to be strengthened by God’s 
Word, refreshed by the Gospel which is the power to salvation.  If you are visiting with 
us and have any questions about Grace Congregation, please speak with our Pastor.  
We invite you to come and worship with us again. 

AS WE GATHER 

 Advent means “coming.”  In the Church Year we observe Advent which has us 
focus our attention on the Second Coming of Christ even as it is the beginning of the 
Church Year.  Advent has long been a time of preparation, preparation for the 
celebration of Christmas and for recognizing that our Lord Jesus will come again in 
power and glory.  As we wait to once again hear the story of Christmas, our Lord’s 
First Advent, we cannot help but think about the waiting done by God’s Old Testament 
people from the time of the first promise given to our first parents and further given 
through the prophets, until the fulfillment of all of those prophecies in Christ’s First 
Advent.   It does us well to remember that God our heavenly Father, from before the 
beginning of time, had a plan.  While that is a mystery for us we must remember that 
faith accepts God at His Word and so we are left to confess that, while we may not 
understand, we believe.  Our believing is God’s work in us by the power of the Holy 
Spirit.  During our Midweek Evening Prayer Services we will be considering “Advent 
Prophecy.”  In so doing we will once again hear the promise, identify the person and 
hear about the place of Advent. 
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Prelude In the Shattered Bliss of Eden - Kenneth Kosche  

 Savior of the Nations, Come - J.S. Bach 

 

Ringing of the Church Bell 
 

 

Service of Light 

 
Stand 

 

Versicles 
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Phos Hilaron: O Light Whose Splendor  LSB 891 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
© 1989 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011479. 
 

 
 

 
Thanksgiving For Light 
  

P Blessed are You, O Lord, our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a 

pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of 

Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are 
merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
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Psalmody 
 

Psalm Psalm 1:1–6 

 
P Blessèd is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 

C nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 

P but his delight is in the law of the LORD, 

C and on his law he meditates day and night. 

P He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf 

does not wither. 

C In all that he does, he prospers. 

P The wicked are not so, 

C but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 

P Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 

C nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 

P for the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 

C but the way of the wicked will perish. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen 

 

 
Sit 

 

 

Readings 
 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 3:1–15 

 
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had 

made. 

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the 

garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 

garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the 

garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will 

not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will 

be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for 
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food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one 

wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, 

and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they 

sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. 

And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, 

and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees 

of the garden. But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” And he 

said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid 

myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I 

commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she 

gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that 

you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

The LORD God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, 

cursed are you above all livestock 

and above all beasts of the field; 

on your belly you shall go, 

and dust you shall eat 

all the days of your life. 

I will put enmity between you and the woman, 

and between your offspring and her offspring; 

he shall bruise your head, 

and you shall bruise his heel.” 
  

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Epistle Hebrews 2:10–18 

 
For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to 

glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. For he who 

sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one origin. That is why he is not ashamed to 

call them brothers, saying, 

“I will tell of your name to my brothers; 

in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.” 

And again, 

“I will put my trust in him.” 

And again, 

“Behold, I and the children God has given me.” 

Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the 

same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, 

the devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. For 
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surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham. Therefore he had 

to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful 

high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. For because 

he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

Sermon Hymn: In the Shattered Bliss of Eden  LSB 572 (tune: LSB 423) 
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5 Taste and see the bliss of heaven 

    Known by saints around the throne, 

Where the Lamb, in closest union, 

    Lives to love and feed His own. 

From His riven side forever 

    Flows the purest stream of love, 

Love that robes us with the raiment 

    Worn by all who feast above. 

 

6 Gone the bliss of Eden’s garden, 

    Gone the age of sacrifice; 

Ours the time of grace and favor, 

    Ours the call to paradise! 

Ever, Lord, impress upon us: 

    Only You can cover sin— 

Take our worthless, self-made garments; 

    Clothe our shame and cleanse within. 
 
 

© 2002 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011479. 
Public domain 

 
Sermon Genesis 3:15 

“Advent Promise” 

 
Stand 
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Catechism: The First Article – Creation 
  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

P What does this mean? 

C  I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body 

and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still 

takes care of them. 

  He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and 

children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that 

I need to support this body and life. 

 He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All this 

He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or 

worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. 

 This is most certainly true. 

 
Sit 

 
Offering What Hope! An Eden Prophesied - Benjamin Culli 

 
Stand 

 

 

Canticle 

 

Magnificat: My Soul Rejoices  LSB 933 
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© 1991 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011479. 
Public domain 
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Prayer 

 

Litany  
 

Service Note:  The congregation's response may begin just as the leader's petition ends so that the word "Lord" is sung 

simultaneously by both leader and congregation. 
 

 

 
  

P For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For Matthew, our Synodical President, and Roger, our District President, for all pastors in 

Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For our President, for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, 

that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who 

toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and 

abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

The prayers then continue: 
  

 

 

 
  

Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
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Collect For Peace 
  

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to 

us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to 

obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our 

enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 
 
 

Luther's Evening Prayer 
  

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 

have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins 

where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night.  For into Your hands I 

commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, 

that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen 
 

 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen 
 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
 

 

 
 



- 13 - 

 

Benediction 
  

 

 
Closing Hymn: What Hope! An Eden Prophesied  LSB 342 

 

 
 

 
 
 
© 1998 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011479. 
 

 
Postlude What Hope! An Eden Prophesied - Jeffrey Blersch 

 
 
 
 

T    T    T 
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THE ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

 The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God and the beautification of His 

House by Chris and Betty Pils in celebration of their wedding anniversary and in 

thanksgiving for God’s many blessings. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THOSE WHO SERVE 
 

Pastor: Rev. James C. Walter 

Vicar: David Witte 

Director of Parish Music: Nathan Beethe 

Acolyte: Bailey Cannon 

Greeter: Debbie Penny 

Euphonium: Paul Walter 

Ushers: Bill Allaben, Robert Bemberg, Sr. 

 Tim Loyd, Ed Mahnken  

Nursery Attendant: Mary Ann Dyer 

Altar Guild: Suzanne Raddle and Wilma Richter 

 

 

Our thanks to ACTS for serving our Advent dinner this evening. 
 
 


