
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
(Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod) 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 
December 2, 2015 

 

THE ORDER OF EVENING PRAYER 
FOR THE WEEK OF THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

 

PRAYER UPON ENTERING THE CHURCH 

 Lord God, heavenly Father, You demand that I be holy as You are holy.  All of 
my righteousness is as filthy rags to You.  Yet what You demand of me You freely give 
to me.  You are my righteousness and You have given me faith to receive that great 
blessing.  Strengthen me in my faith through the forgiveness of my sins which leads to 
eternal life.  Remind me that I am but a stranger here, heaven is my home.  I pray this 
in Jesus’ holy name.  Amen 

WELCOME 

 This is a busy time of year.  It is good that you have chosen to take this time to 
be here this evening.  There are many things for us to do in this season and there does 
not seem to be enough time to do them.  Use this time to be strengthened by God’s 
Word, refreshed by the Gospel which is the power to salvation.  If you are visiting with 
us and have any questions about Grace Congregation, please speak with our Pastor.  
We invite you to come and worship with us again. 

AS WE GATHER 

 Advent means “coming.”  In the Church Year we observe Advent which has us 
focus our attention on the Second Coming of Christ even as it is the beginning of the 
Church Year.  Advent has long been a time of preparation, preparation for the 
celebration of Christmas, our Lord’s first coming, and for recognizing that He will 
come again in power and glory to judge the living and the dead.   
 This year’s Mid-Week Advent Evening Prayer theme is “The King Is Coming.”  
The Kingdom of God is a major theme in God’s holy history, from the house and 
lineage of David to David’s greater Son and Lord, whose birth we anticipate in this 
season of Advent.  Our midweek Evening Prayer Services will focus on the Old 
Testament readings assigned for our Sunday morning Advent Services.  We are given 
the Word of God through the prophets, who spoke from the perspective of their own 
times under the kings of Israel and Judah, with all their human foibles and failures.  
Yet the Word of God spoken through these prophetic writings speaks of a greater king 
to come, whose kingdom with have no end.  This evening we hear from the prophet 
Jeremiah under the theme: “The King’s City: Safe and Secure.” 
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Prelude 

 
Ringing of the Church Bell 

 

 

Service of Light 

 
Stand 

 
Versicles 
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Phos Hilaron: O Light Whose Splendor  LSB 891 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
© 1989 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011479. 

 

 

Thanksgiving For Light 
  

P Blessed are You, O Lord, our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a 

pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of 

Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are 

merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
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Psalmody 

 

Psalm Psalm 25:1–10 

 
P To you, O LORD, 

C I lift up my soul. 

P O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to shame; 

C let not my enemies exult over me. 

P Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; 

C  they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 

P  Make me to know your ways, O LORD; 

C  teach me your paths. 

P  Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; 

C  for you I wait all the day long. 

P  Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love, 

C  for they have been from of old. 

P  Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 

C  according to your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of your goodness, O 

LORD! 

P  Good and upright is the LORD; 

C  therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 

P  He leads the humble in what is right, 

C  and teaches the humble his way. 

P  All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, 

C  for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen 
 

 

Sit 
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Readings 

 

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 33:14–16 

 
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to 

the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a 

righteous Branch to spring up for David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the 

land.  

In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will dwell securely. And this is the name 

by which it will be called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’” 

 
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 
Holy Gospel Luke 19:28–40 

 
P The Holy Gospel according the St. Luke, the nineteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

 When he had said these things, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.  

When he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount that is called Olivet, he sent two 

of the disciples, saying, “Go into the village in front of you, where on entering you will find a 

colt tied, on which no one has ever yet sat. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, 

‘Why are you untying it?’ you shall say this: ‘The Lord has need of it.’” So those who were 

sent went away and found it just as he had told them. And as they were untying the colt, its 

owners said to them, “Why are you untying the colt?” And they said, “The Lord has need of 

it.” And they brought it to Jesus, and throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 

And as he rode along, they spread their cloaks on the road. As he was drawing near—already 

on the way down the Mount of Olives—the whole multitude of his disciples began to rejoice 

and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen, saying, 

“Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the 

highest!” And some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, rebuke your 

disciples.” He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Sit 
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Sermon Hymn: Jerusalem the Golden  LSB 672 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Public domain 
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Sermon  Jeremiah 33:14-16 

The King's City: Safe and Secure 

 
Stand 

 
Catechism: The First Article – Creation 
  

C  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  
P  What does this mean? 

C  I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body 

and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still 

takes care of them. 

  
C  He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and 

children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that 

I need to support this body and life. 

  
C  He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All this 

He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or 

worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. 

 

C  This is most certainly true. 

 
Sit 

 
Offering 

 
Stand 
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Canticle 

 

Magnificat: My Soul Rejoices  LSB 933 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
© 1991 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011479. 
Public domain 
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Prayer 
 

Litany 
  

Service Note:  The congregation's response may begin just as the leader's petition ends so that the word "Lord" is sung 

simultaneously by both leader and congregation. 
 

 

 
   

P For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For Matthew, our Synodical President, and Roger, our District President, for all pastors in 

Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For our President, for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, 

that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who 

toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and 

abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

The prayers then continue: 

  

 

 

 
  

Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
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Collect For Peace 
  

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to 

us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to 

obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our 

enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
Luther's Evening Prayer 
  

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 

have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins 

where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night.  For into Your hands I 

commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, 

that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 

 
Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 

 
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth  

       as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses  

    as we forgive those  

    who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen 
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Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 

 

 

 
 

Benediction 
  

 
 

Closing Hymn: The Advent of Our King  LSB 331 
 

 
 

 
 

5 Before the dawning day   6 All glory to the Son, 

Let sin’s dark deeds be gone,       Who comes to set us free, 

The sinful self be put away,   With Father, Spirit, ever one 

The new self now put on.    Through all eternity. 
Public domain 
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Postlude 
 

Acknowledgments 
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing 

House. 

 

 
 

T     T     T 
 

 
THE ALTAR FLOWERS 

 

 The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God and the beautification of His House 

by Irvin and Sherry Clawitter in celebration of their son Terry’s 57th birthday and in 

thanksgiving for blessings received. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THOSE WHO SERVE 
 

Pastor: Rev. James C. Walter 

Director of Parish Music: Nathan Beethe 

Acolyte: Bailey Cannon 

Greeter: Debbie Penny 

Harp:  Alisa Coffey 

Choir: Handbell Choir 

Ushers: Robert Bemberg, Sr., Daniel Loyd 

 Tim Loyd, Ed Mahnken  

Nursery Attendant: Mary Ann Dyer 

Altar Guild: Suzanne Raddle  

 

Our thanks to the Board of Parish Fellowship for serving our Advent dinner this evening. 


