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THE ORDER OF EVENING PRAYER 
FOR THE WEEK OF THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

 

PRAYER UPON ENTERING THE CHURCH 

 Gracious Father, You provide for all that You have made, showering blessing 
upon blessing upon me and every living creature.  Grant me to receive these gifts with 
thanksgiving and to share from the bounty that is mine so that I am an extension of 
Your providing hands to others.  Further grant me to know that Your steadfast love 
provides me my greatest blessing, the forgiveness of my sins and then give You my 
thanks and praise for the eternal blessings that are mine.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen    

WELCOME 

 This is a busy time of year.  It is good that you have chosen to take this time to 
be here this evening.  There are many things for us to do in this season and there does 
not seem to be enough time to do them.  Use this time to be strengthened by God’s 
Word, refreshed by the Gospel which is the power to salvation.  If you are visiting with 
us and have any questions about Grace Congregation, please speak with our Pastor.  
We invite you to come and worship with us again. 

AS WE GATHER 

 Advent means “coming.”  In the Church Year we observe Advent which has us 
focus our attention on the Second Coming of Christ even as it is the beginning of the 
Church Year.  Advent has long been a time of preparation, preparation for the 
celebration of Christmas, our Lord’s first coming, and for recognizing that He will 
come again in power and glory to judge the living and the dead.   
 This year’s Mid-Week Advent Evening Prayer theme is “Come Lord Jesus…and 
Show Us the Father.”  In looking to Jesus to show us the Father we will consider three 
familiar Psalm passages in light of what we confess in the First Article of the Apostles’ 
Creed.  In the First Article we confess, “I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 
Heaven and Earth.”  In a discussion with His disciples found in the fourteenth chapter 
of John’s Gospel, the disciple Philip said to Jesus, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is 
enough for us.”  Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not 
know me, Philip?  Whoever has seen Me has seen the Father.”  This evening we hear 
words that are familiar to some as a part of their table prayer.  They are from Psalm 
104.  These words serve as the basis for us to see that “Jesus Shows Us Our Provider.” 
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Prelude "The Peace may be exchanged." - Dan Locklair 

 
Ringing of the Church Bell 

 

 

Service of Light 

 
Stand 

 
Versicles 
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Phos Hilaron: O Light Whose Splendor  LSB 891 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
© 1989 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011479. 

 

 
 
Thanksgiving For Light 
  

P Blessed are You, O Lord, our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a 

pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of 

Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are 

merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
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Psalmody 

 

Psalm Psalm 104:27–35 

 
P These all look to you, 

C to give them their food in due season. 

P When you give it to them, they gather it up; 

C when you open your hand, they are filled with good things. 

P When you hide your face, they are dismayed; 

C when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust. 

P When you send forth your Spirit, they are created, 

C and you renew the face of the ground. 

P May the glory of the LORD endure forever; 

C may the LORD rejoice in his works, 

P who looks on the earth and it trembles, 

C who touches the mountains and they smoke! 

P I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; 

C I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 

P May my meditation be pleasing to him, 

C for I rejoice in the LORD. 

P Let sinners be consumed from the earth, 

C and let the wicked be no more! 

P Bless the LORD, O my soul! 

C Praise the LORD! 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen 
 

 

Sit 
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Readings 

 

Old Testament Reading Exodus 16:1–17, 31–35 

 
They set out from Elim, and all the congregation of the people of Israel came to the 

wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month 

after they had departed from the land of Egypt. And the whole congregation of the people of 

Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness, and the people of Israel said to 

them, “Would that we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by 

the meat pots and ate bread to the full, for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill 

this whole assembly with hunger.” 

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I am about to rain bread from heaven for you, and 

the people shall go out and gather a day’s portion every day, that I may test them, whether 

they will walk in my law or not. On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it 

will be twice as much as they gather daily.” So Moses and Aaron said to all the people of 

Israel, “At evening you shall know that it was the LORD who brought you out of the land of 

Egypt, and in the morning you shall see the glory of the LORD, because he has heard your 

grumbling against the LORD. For what are we, that you grumble against us?” And Moses said, 

“When the LORD gives you in the evening meat to eat and in the morning bread to the full, 

because the LORD has heard your grumbling that you grumble against him—what are we? 

Your grumbling is not against us but against the LORD.” 

Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the people of Israel, ‘Come 

near before the LORD, for he has heard your grumbling.’” And as soon as Aaron spoke to the 

whole congregation of the people of Israel, they looked toward the wilderness, and behold, 

the glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud. And the LORD said to Moses, “I have heard the 

grumbling of the people of Israel. Say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the 

morning you shall be filled with bread. Then you shall know that I am the LORD your God.’” 

In the evening quail came up and covered the camp, and in the morning dew lay around the 

camp. And when the dew had gone up, there was on the face of the wilderness a fine, flake-

like thing, fine as frost on the ground. When the people of Israel saw it, they said to one 

another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. And Moses said to them, “It is the 

bread that the LORD has given you to eat. This is what the LORD has commanded: ‘Gather of 

it, each one of you, as much as he can eat. You shall each take an omer, according to the 

number of the persons that each of you has in his tent.’” And the people of Israel did so. They 

gathered, some more, some less.  

Now the house of Israel called its name manna. It was like coriander seed, white, and the 
taste of it was like wafers made with honey. Moses said, “This is what the LORD has 

commanded: ‘Let an omer of it be kept throughout your generations, so that they may see the 

bread with which I fed you in the wilderness, when I brought you out of the land of Egypt.’” 

And Moses said to Aaron, “Take a jar, and put an omer of manna in it, and place it before the 
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LORD to be kept throughout your generations.” As the LORD commanded Moses, so Aaron 

placed it before the testimony to be kept. The people of Israel ate the manna forty years, till 

they came to a habitable land. They ate the manna till they came to the border of the land of 

Canaan.  
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 
The Holy Gospel Luke 1:26–56 

 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named 

Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And 

the virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the 

Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of 

greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 

favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall 

call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the 

Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of 

Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 

And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son 

of God. And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this 

is the sixth month with her who was called barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” 

And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your 

word.” And the angel departed from her. 

In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, and 

she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. And when Elizabeth heard the 

greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 

Spirit, and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the 

fruit of your womb! And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come 

to me? For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb 

leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was 

spoken to her from the Lord.” 

And Mary said, 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 

and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. 
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For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

for he who is mighty has done great things for me, 

and holy is his name. 

And his mercy is for those who fear him 

from generation to generation. 

He has shown strength with his arm; 

he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 

he has brought down the mighty from their thrones 

and exalted those of humble estate; 

he has filled the hungry with good things, 

and the rich he has sent empty away. 

He has helped his servant Israel, 

in remembrance of his mercy, 

as he spoke to our fathers, 

to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 

And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her home. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Sit 

 
Sermon Hymn: Once He Came in Blessing  Printed on the next page 

 
Sermon Psalm 104:27-30 

“Come Lord Jesus…and Show Us the Father” 

“Jesus Shows Us Our Provider” 

 
Stand 

 
Catechism: The First Article – Creation 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

P What does this mean? 

C  I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body 

and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still 

takes care of them. 

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and 

children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that 

I need to support this body and life. 
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Sermon Hymn: Once He Came in Blessing  LSB 333 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
© 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011479. 
Public domain 

 
Sit 

 
Offering Hark the Glad Sound - Jonathan Kohrs 

 
Stand 
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Canticle 

 
Magnificat: My Soul Rejoices  LSB 933 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1991 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011479. 
Public domain 
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Prayer 
 

Litany 
  

Service Note:  The congregation's response may begin just as the leader's petition ends so that the word "Lord" is sung 

simultaneously by both leader and congregation. 
 

 

 
   

P For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For Matthew, our Synodical President, and Roger, our District President, for all pastors in 

Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For our President, for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, 

that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who 

toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and 

abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

The prayers then continue: 

  

 

 

 
  

Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
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Collect For Peace 
  

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to 

us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to 

obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our 

enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Luther's Evening Prayer 
  

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 

have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins 

where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night.  For into Your hands I 

commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, 

that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen 
 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever. Amen 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
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Benediction 
  

 
 

Closing Hymn: All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night  LSB 883 
 

 

 

 
 

5 When in the night I sleepless lie, 

My soul with heav’nly thoughts supply; 

Let no ill dreams disturb my rest, 

No pow’rs of darkness me molest. 
 

6 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 
Public domain 
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Postlude All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night - Michael Burkhardt 

 

 

 
T     T     T 
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THE ALTAR FLOWERS 

 
 The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God and the beautification of His House 

by Chris and Betty Pils in celebration of their thirty-eighth wedding anniversary and in 

thanksgiving for God’s many blessings.   

 

 

 

 

THOSE WHO SERVE 
 

Pastor: Rev. James C. Walter 

Vicar: David Witte 

Director of Parish Music: Nathan Beethe 

Acolyte: Claire Hammond 

Greeter: Debbie Penny 

Soloist:  Suzanne Lambert 

Choir:  Handbell Choir 

Ushers: Shaun Baker, Ron Krueger 

 Tim Sweeney, Greg Warren 

Nursery Attendant: Mary Ann Dyer 

Altar Guild: Suzanne Raddle and Wilma Richter 

 

Our thanks to the JOY Club for serving our Advent dinner this evening. 


