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THE ORDER OF EVENING PRAYER 
FOR THE WEEK OF THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

 

PRAYER UPON ENTERING THE CHURCH 

 Lord God, heavenly Father, through the prophets You announced the coming of 
a Savior and King for me and my salvation, even as through him, Your Son, You have 
made known to me that He will come again, suddenly and in great power and glory.  
Keep me prepared to meet Him through the proclamation of the good news that my 
sins are forgiven for His sake and that life eternal is mine through His resurrection.  In 
Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen 

WELCOME 

 This is a busy time of year.  It is good that you have chosen to take this time to 
be here this evening.  There are many things for us to do in this season and there does 
not seem to be enough time to do them.  Use this time to be strengthened by God’s 
Word, refreshed by the Gospel which is the power to salvation.  If you are visiting with 
us and have any questions about Grace Congregation, please speak with our Pastor.  
We invite you to come and worship with us again. 

AS WE GATHER 

 Advent means “coming.”  In the Church Year we observe Advent which has us 
focus our attention on the Second Coming of Christ even as it is the beginning of the 
Church Year.  Advent has long been a time of preparation, preparation for the 
celebration of Christmas, our Lord’s first coming, and for recognizing that He will 
come again in power and glory to judge the living and the dead.   
 This year’s Mid-Week Advent Evening Prayer theme is “The King Is Coming.”  
The Kingdom of God is a major theme in God’s holy history, from the house and 
lineage of David to David’s greater Son and Lord, whose birth we anticipate in this 
season of Advent.  Our midweek Evening Prayer Services will focus on the Old 
Testament readings assigned for our Sunday morning Advent Services.  We are given 
the Word of God through the prophets, who spoke from the perspective of their own 
times under the kings of Israel and Judah, with all their human foibles and failures.  
Yet the Word of God spoken through these prophetic writings speaks of a greater king 
to come, whose kingdom with have no end.  This evening we hear from the prophet 
Malachi under the theme: “The King’s Herald: Announcing the King!” 
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Prelude Prepare the Royal Highway - John A. Behnke 

 
Ringing of the Church Bell 

 

 

Service of Light 

 
Stand 

 
Versicles 
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Phos Hilaron: O Light Whose Splendor  LSB 891 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
© 1989 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011479. 

 

 

Thanksgiving For Light 
  

P Blessed are You, O Lord, our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a 

pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of 

Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are 

merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
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Psalmody 

 

Psalm Psalm 66:1–12 

 
P Shout for joy to God, all the earth; 

C sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise! 

P Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! 

C So great is your power that your enemies come cringing to you. 

P All the earth worships you and sings praises to you; 

C they sing praises to your name.”  

P Come and see what God has done: 

C he is awesome in his deeds toward the children of man. 

P He turned the sea into dry land; 

C they passed through the river on foot. 

P There did we rejoice in him, who rules by his might forever, whose eyes keep watch on 

the nations— 

C let not the rebellious exalt themselves.  

P Bless our God, O peoples; 

C let the sound of his praise be heard, 

P who has kept our soul among the living 

C and has not let our feet slip. 

P For you, O God, have tested us; 

C you have tried us as silver is tried. 

P You brought us into the net; 

C you laid a crushing burden on our backs; 

P you let men ride over our heads; 

C we went through fire and through water; yet you have brought us out to a place of 

abundance. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen 

 
Sit 

 



- 5 - 

 

Readings 

 
Old Testament Reading Malachi 3:1–7 

 

“Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom 

you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you 

delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his 

coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ 

soap. He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and 

refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD. 

Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old 

and as in former years. 

“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, 

against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired 

worker in his wages, the widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the 

sojourner, and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts. 

“For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. From 

the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them. 

Return to me, and I will return to you, says the LORD of hosts. But you say, ‘How shall we 

return?’  

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 
The Holy Gospel Luke 3:1–14 

 

P The Holy Gospel according the St. Luke, the third chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, 

and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea 

and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and 

Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. And he went 

into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 

of sins. As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
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make his paths straight. 

Every valley shall be filled, 

and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

and the crooked shall become straight, 

and the rough places shall become level ways, 

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 

He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! 

Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And 

do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God is 

able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to the root 

of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 

fire.” 

And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” And he answered them, “Whoever 

has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.” 

Tax collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” And he 

said to them, “Collect no more than you are authorized to do.” Soldiers also asked him, “And 

we, what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or 

by false accusation, and be content with your wages.” 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Sit 
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Sermon Hymn: Prepare the Royal Highway  LSB 343 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011479. 
Public domain 

 

 
Sermon  Malachi 3:1-4 

“The King’s Herald: Announcing the King!” 

 
 
Stand 
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Catechism: The Second Article – Redemption 
  

P The second article of the Apostle’s Creed: Redemption 

C I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried.  

He descended into hell.  

The third day He rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven  

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.   

From thence He will come to judge both the living and the dead. 

 

P What does this mean? 

C I believe that Jesus Christ, true God,  

begotten of the Father from all eternity,  

and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, 

is my Lord, who has redeemed me,  

a lost and condemned person,  

purchased and won me from all sins,  

from death, and from the power of the devil; 

not with gold or silver,  

but with His holy, precious blood  

and with His innocent suffering and death,  

that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom  

and serve Him in everlasting righteousness,  

innocence, and blessedness,  

just as He is risen from the dead,  

lives and reigns to all eternity.   

This is most certainly true. 

 
Sit 

 
Offering Hark the Glad Sound (LSB 349) - David von Kampen 

 
Stand 
 
 
 



- 9 - 

 

Canticle 

 

Magnificat: My Soul Rejoices  LSB 933 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
© 1991 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011479. 
Public domain 
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Prayer 
 

Litany 
  

Service Note:  The congregation's response may begin just as the leader's petition ends so that the word "Lord" is sung 

simultaneously by both leader and congregation. 
 

 

 
   

P For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For Matthew, our Synodical President, and Roger, our District President, for all pastors in 

Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For our President, for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, 

that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who 

toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and 

abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

The prayers then continue: 

  

 

 

 
  

Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
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Collect For Peace 
  

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to 

us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to 

obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our 

enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 

 
Luther's Evening Prayer 
  

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 

have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins 

where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night.  For into Your hands I 

commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, 

that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen 

 
Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 

 
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth  

       as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses  

    as we forgive those  

    who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen 
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Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 

 

 

 

 
Benediction 
  

 

 
Closing Hymn: Now Rest beneath Night's Shadow  Printed on the next page 

 
Postlude Now Rest beneath Night's Shadow - Paul Manz 

 

 

T     T     T 
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Closing Hymn: Now Rest beneath Night's Shadow  LSB 880 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

5 My loved ones, rest securely, 

For God this night will surely 

    From peril guard your heads. 

Sweet slumbers may He send you 

And bid His hosts attend you 

    And through the night watch o’er your beds. 
 
Public domain 
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THE ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

 The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God and the beautification of His House 

by Chris and Betty Pils in celebration of their thirty-ninth wedding anniversary and in 

thanksgiving for God’s many blessings.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THOSE WHO SERVE 
 

Pastor: Rev. James C. Walter 

Director of Parish Music: Nathan Beethe 

Acolyte: Claire Hammond 

Greeter: Debbie Penny 

Solo:  Suzanne Lambert 

Choir: Handbell Choir 

Ushers: Shaun Baker, Ron Krueger 

 Tim Sweeney, Greg Warren  

Nursery Attendant: Mary Ann Dyer 

Altar Guild: Suzanne Raddle  

 

Our thanks to the ACTS group for serving our Advent dinner this evening. 


