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THE ORDER OF EVENING PRAYER 
FOR THE WEEK OF THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

 

PRAYER UPON ENTERING THE CHURCH 

 Lord God, heavenly Father, You have loved me with an everlasting love and 
You have showed that love to me through Your Son, My Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  
Your loving kindness toward me and all whom You have made is found in the 
forgiveness of sins and eternal life that comes through Jesus.  Grant me to always 
thank and praise, serve and obey You in response to Your grace and mercy shown to 
me.  In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen   

WELCOME 

 This is a busy time of year.  It is good that you have chosen to take this time to 
be here this evening.  There are many things for us to do in this season and there does 
not seem to be enough time to do them.  Use this time to be strengthened by God’s 
Word, refreshed by the Gospel which is the power to salvation.  If you are visiting with 
us and have any questions about Grace Congregation, please speak with our Pastor.  
We invite you to come and worship with us again. 

AS WE GATHER 

 Advent means “coming.”  In the Church Year we observe Advent which has us 
focus our attention on the Second Coming of Christ even as it is the beginning of the 
Church Year.  Advent has long been a time of preparation, preparation for the 
celebration of Christmas, our Lord’s first coming, and for recognizing that He will 
come again in power and glory to judge the living and the dead.   
 This year’s Mid-Week Advent Evening Prayer theme is “Come Lord Jesus…and 
Show Us the Father.”  In looking to Jesus to show us the Father we will consider three 
familiar Psalm passages in light of what we confess in the First Article of the Apostles’ 
Creed.  In the First Article we confess, “I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 
Heaven and Earth.”  In a discussion with His disciples found in the fourteenth chapter 
of John’s Gospel, the disciple Philip said to Jesus, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is 
enough for us.”  Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not 
know me, Philip?  Whoever has seen Me has seen the Father.”  This evening the words 
of the Psalmist in Psalm 103 are used to show us the Father’s love and great 
compassion for us as found in Jesus, who is the full expression of His love. 
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Prelude Prelude in G Major (Op. 37, No. 2) - Felix Mendelssohn 

 
Ringing of the Church Bell 

 

 

Service of Light 

 
Stand 

 
Versicles 
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Phos Hilaron: O Light Whose Splendor  LSB 891 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
© 1989 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011479. 

 
 

 
Thanksgiving For Light 

  
P Blessed are You, O Lord, our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a 

pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of 

Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are 

merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
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Psalmody 
 

Psalm Psalm 103:1–14 

 

P Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

C and all that is within me, bless his holy name! 

P Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

C and forget not all his benefits, 

P who forgives all your iniquity, 

C who heals all your diseases, 

P who redeems your life from the pit, 

C who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 

P who satisfies you with good 

C so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 

P The LORD works righteousness 

C and justice for all who are oppressed. 

P He made known his ways to Moses, 

C his acts to the people of Israel. 

P The LORD is merciful and gracious, 

C slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

P He will not always chide, 

C nor will he keep his anger forever. 

P He does not deal with us according to our sins, 

C nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

P For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 

C so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 

P as far as the east is from the west, 

C so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 

P As a father shows compassion to his children, 

C so the LORD shows compassion to those who fear him. 

P For he knows our frame; 

C he remembers that we are dust. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen 
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Sit 
 

 

 

 

Readings 
 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 1:16–20 
 

Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; 

remove the evil of your deeds from before my eyes; 

cease to do evil, 

learn to do good; 

seek justice, 

correct oppression; 

bring justice to the fatherless, 

plead the widow’s cause. 

“Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD: 

though your sins are like scarlet, 

they shall be as white as snow; 

though they are red like crimson, 

they shall become like wool.” 

If you are willing and obedient, 

you shall eat the good of the land; 

but if you refuse and rebel, 

you shall be eaten by the sword; 

for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Stand 
 

 

The Holy Gospel Luke 1:57–80 
 

Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. And her neighbors and 

relatives heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. And 

on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child. And they would have called him 

Zechariah after his father, but his mother answered, “No; he shall be called John.” And they 

said to her, “None of your relatives is called by this name.” And they made signs to his father, 
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inquiring what he wanted him to be called. And he asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His 

name is John.” And they all wondered. And immediately his mouth was opened and his 

tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing God. And fear came on all their neighbors. And all 

these things were talked about through all the hill country of Judea, and all who heard them 

laid them up in their hearts, saying, “What then will this child be?” For the hand of the Lord 

was with him. 

And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying, 

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 

for he has visited and redeemed his people 

and has raised up a horn of salvation for us 

in the house of his servant David, 

as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 

that we should be saved from our enemies 

and from the hand of all who hate us; 

to show the mercy promised to our fathers 

and to remember his holy covenant, 

the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us 

that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, 

might serve him without fear, 

in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 

And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 

to give knowledge of salvation to his people 

in the forgiveness of their sins, 

because of the tender mercy of our God, 

whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high 

to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 

to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day of 

his public appearance to Israel. 

 
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 
Sit 
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Sermon Hymn: Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  LSB 338 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Public domain 

 
 
 
Sermon Psalm 103:11-13 

“Come Lord Jesus…and Show Us the Father” 

“Jesus Shows Us the Father’s Heart” 

 

 
Stand 
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Catechism: The First Article – Creation 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

P What does this mean? 

C  I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body 

and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still 

takes care of them. 

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and 

children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that 

I need to support this body and life. 

He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All this 

He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or 

worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. 

This is most certainly true. 

 
Sit 

 
Offering What Hope! An Eden Prophesied (LSB 342) – Nathan Beethe 

 
Stand 

 

 

Canticle 

 
Magnificat: My Soul Rejoices  LSB 933 
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© 1991 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011479. 
Public domain 
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Prayer 
 

Litany 
  

Service Note:  The congregation's response may begin just as the leader's petition ends so that the word "Lord" is sung 

                         sSimultaneously by both leader and congregation. 
 

 

 
  

P For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For Matthew, our Synodical President, and Roger, our District President, for all pastors in 

Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For our President, for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, 

that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who 

toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and 

abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

The prayers then continue: 
  

 

 

 
  

Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
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Collect For Peace 
  

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to 

us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to 

obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our 

enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Luther's Evening Prayer 
  

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 

have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins 

where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night.  For into Your hands I 

commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, 

that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen 
 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever. Amen 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
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Benediction 
  

 

 
Closing Hymn: Abide with Me  Printed on the next page 

 
Postlude The Bridegroom Soon Will Call Us - Kevin Hildebrand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T     T     T 
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Closing Hymn: Abide with Me  LSB 878 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

5 I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless; 

Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness. 

Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 

I triumph still if Thou abide with me! 

 

 

6 Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 

Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies. 

Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 

In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 
 
Public domain 
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THE ALTAR FLOWERS 

 The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God and the beautification of His 

House by Allen and Dorris Deislinger in memory of Allen’s parents Fred and Marie 

Deislinger and in thanksgiving for God’s many blessings.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THOSE WHO SERVE 
 

Pastor: Rev. James C. Walter 

Vicar: David Witte 

Director of Parish Music: Nathan Beethe 

Acolyte: Annalia Buchanan 

Greeter: Debbie Penny 

Soloist:  Jeff Ralston 

Choir:  Handbell Choir 

Ushers: Terry Bradshaw, Jim Marvin, Gary Goldsby 

Nursery Attendant: Mary Ann Dyer 

Altar Guild: Suzanne Raddle and Wilma Richter 

 

Our thanks to the A.C.T.S. group for serving our Advent dinner this evening. 
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CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

Sunday, December 21st – 3:00 p.m. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 7:00 p.m. 

Christmas Day Service at 9:00 a.m. 

 

 

NEW YEAR’S EVE SERVICE 

New Year’s Eve Service at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 


