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THE ORDER OF EVENING PRAYER 
FOR THE WEEK OF THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

 

PRAYER UPON ENTERING THE CHURCH 

 Lord Jesus Christ, once You came in blessing, all my sins redressing; came in 
likeness lowly, Son of God most holy; bore the cross to save me; hope and freedom 
gave me.  Grant me an increase in faith and further grant that my faith bears fruit as I 
await Your great and glorious day.  Rejoicing in all of my days, I pray this in Your holy 
name.  Amen   

WELCOME 

 This is a busy time of year.  It is good that you have chosen to take this time to 
be here this evening.  There are many things for us to do in this season and there does 
not seem to be enough time to do them.  Use this time to be strengthened by God’s 
Word, refreshed by the Gospel which is the power to salvation.  If you are visiting with 
us and have any questions about Grace Congregation, please speak with our Pastor.  
We invite you to come and worship with us again. 

AS WE GATHER 

 Advent means “coming.”  In the Church Year we observe Advent which has us 
focus our attention on the Second Coming of Christ even as it is the beginning of the 
Church Year.  Advent has long been a time of preparation, preparation for the 
celebration of Christmas, our Lord’s first coming, and for recognizing that He will 
come again in power and glory to judge the living and the dead.   
 This year’s Mid-Week Advent Evening Prayer theme is “The King Is Coming.”  
The Kingdom of God is a major theme in God’s holy history, from the house and 
lineage of David to David’s greater Son and Lord, whose birth we anticipate in this 
season of Advent.  Our midweek Evening Prayer Services will focus on the Old 
Testament readings assigned for our Sunday morning Advent Services.  We are given 
the Word of God through the prophets, who spoke from the perspective of their own 
times under the kings of Israel and Judah, with all their human foibles and failures.  
Yet the Word of God spoken through these prophetic writings speaks of a greater king 
to come, whose kingdom with have no end.  This evening we hear from the prophet 
Zephaniah under the theme: “The King Will Have His Day.” 
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Prelude O Light Whose Splendor - Henry Gerike, Michael Burkhardt 

 
Ringing of the Church Bell 

 

 

Service of Light 

 
Stand 

 
Versicles 
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Phos Hilaron: O Light Whose Splendor  LSB 891 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
© 1989 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011479. 
 

 
 
Thanksgiving For Light  
  

P Blessed are You, O Lord, our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a 

pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of 

Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are 

merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
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Psalmody 
 

Psalm Psalm 85:1–13 

 

P  LORD, you were favorable to your land; 

C  you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 

P  You forgave the iniquity of your people; 

C  you covered all their sin.  

P  You withdrew all your wrath; 

C  you turned from your hot anger. 

P  Restore us again, O God of our salvation, 

C  and put away your indignation toward us! 

P  Will you be angry with us forever? 

C  Will you prolong your anger to all generations? 

P  Will you not revive us again, 

C  that your people may rejoice in you? 

P  Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, 

C  and grant us your salvation. 

P  Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, for he will speak peace to his people, to his 

saints; 

C  but let them not turn back to folly. 

P  Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, 

C  that glory may dwell in our land. 

P  Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; 

C  righteousness and peace kiss each other. 

P  Faithfulness springs up from the ground, 

C  and righteousness looks down from the sky. 

P  Yes, the LORD will give what is good, 

C  and our land will yield its increase. 

P  Righteousness will go before him 

C  and make his footsteps a way. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen 

Sit 
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Readings 

 

Old Testament Reading Zephaniah 3:14–20 

 

Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; 

shout, O Israel! 

Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 

O daughter of Jerusalem! 

The LORD has taken away the judgments against you; 

he has cleared away your enemies. 

The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; 

you shall never again fear evil. 

On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 

“Fear not, O Zion; 

let not your hands grow weak. 

The LORD your God is in your midst, 

a mighty one who will save; 

he will rejoice over you with gladness; 

he will quiet you by his love; 

he will exult over you with loud singing. 

I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival, 

so that you will no longer suffer reproach. 

Behold, at that time I will deal 

with all your oppressors. 

And I will save the lame 

and gather the outcast, 

and I will change their shame into praise 

and renown in all the earth. 

At that time I will bring you in, 

at the time when I gather you together; 

for I will make you renowned and praised 

among all the peoples of the earth, 

when I restore your fortunes 

before your eyes,” says the LORD. 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Stand 
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The Holy Gospel Luke 7:18–28 

 
P The Holy Gospel according the St. Luke, the seventh chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, calling two of his disciples 

to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for 

another?” And when the men had come to him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to 

you, saying, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?’” In that hour he 

healed many people of diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were blind he 

bestowed sight. And he answered them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the 

blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are 

raised up, the poor have good news preached to them. And blessed is the one who is not 

offended by me.” 

When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: 

“What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did 

you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who are dressed in splendid 

clothing and live in luxury are in kings’ courts. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? 

Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is he of whom it is written, 

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 

who will prepare your way before you.’ 

I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the one who is least in 

the kingdom of God is greater than he.”  

 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Sit 
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Sermon Hymn: The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns  LSB 348 
 

 

 
 
Public domain 

 
Sermon  Zephaniah 3:14-20 

“The King Will Have His Day” 

 
Stand 

 
Catechism: The Third Article – Sanctification 
  

P The third article of the Apostle’s Creed: Sanctification 

C  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

P What does this mean? 

C  I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my 

Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened 

me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.    In the same way He 

calls, gathers, enlightens and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth, and 

keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.  In this Christian Church He daily 

and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers.  On the Last Day He will 

raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. 

  This is most certainly true. 

 
Sit 

 
Offering What Hope! An Eden Prophesied (LSB 342) - Nathan Beethe 
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Canticle 
 

Stand 

 
Magnificat: My Soul Rejoices  LSB 933 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1991 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011479. 
Public domain 
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Prayer 
 

Litany 
  

Service Note:  The congregation's response may begin just as the leader's petition ends so that the word "Lord" is sung 

simultaneously by both leader and congregation. 
 

 

 
   

P For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For Matthew, our Synodical President, and Roger, our District President, for all pastors in 

Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For our President, for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, 

that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who 

toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and 

abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

The prayers then continue: 

  

 

 

 
  

Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
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Collect For Peace 
  

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to 

us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to 

obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our 

enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 
Luther's Evening Prayer  
 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 

have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins 

where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night.  For into Your hands I 

commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, 

that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 

 
Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 

 
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth  

       as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses  

    as we forgive those  

    who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen 
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Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
 

 

 

 
Benediction 
  

 

 
Closing Hymn: All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night  Printed on the next page 

 
Postlude All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night - Richard Hillert 

 

 

 

 

 
T     T     T 
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Closing Hymn: All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night  LSB 883 

 

 
 

 

 
5 When in the night I sleepless lie, 

My soul with heav’nly thoughts supply; 

Let no ill dreams disturb my rest, 

No pow’rs of darkness me molest. 

 
6 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 
Public domain 
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THE ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

 The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God and the beautification of His 

House by Allen and Dorris Deislinger in memory of Allen’s parents Fred and Marie 

Deislinger and in thanksgiving for God’s many blessings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THOSE WHO SERVE 
 

Pastor: Rev. James C. Walter 

Assistant Pastor: Chaplain David Witte 

Director of Parish Music: Nathan Beethe 

Acolyte: James Junkans 

Greeter: Debbie Penny 

Solo:  Jeff Ralston 

Choir: Handbell Choir 

Ushers: Terry Bradshaw 

 Gary Goldsby, Jim Marvin  

Nursery Attendant: Mary Ann Dyer 

Altar Guild: Suzanne Raddle  

 

Our thanks to the JOY Club and Grace Youth for serving our Advent dinner this evening. 


