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“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever 

loves has been born of God and knows God.  Anyone who does not 

love does not know God, because God is love.  In this the love of God 

was made manifest among us, that God sent His only Son into the 

world, so that we might live through Him.  In this is love, not that we 

have loved God but that he loved us and sent His Son to be the 

propitiation (once and for all sacrifice) for our sins.  Beloved, if God 

so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  No one has ever seen 

God; if we love one another, God abides in us and His love is 

perfected in us.  (1 John 4:7-12)    

 

On the afternoon of the last day of June, Sunday the 30
th
, nine of 

us gathered here at church and departed for San Antonio and the 

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod’s National Youth Gathering.  That 

afternoon and evening we drove to Hillsboro, Texas.  We spent the night 

there and then drove into San Antonio the next morning.  Ame Andrews 

was the female adult leader and I was the male adult leader and we had 

four girls and three boys to lead, Perryn Andrews, Erich Cline, Megan 

Gipson, Elisabeth Graf, Sarah Johnson, Emily Junkans and Andrew 

Warren.  They were a great group that traveled and worked well together.  

The Lord blessed us with moderate first of July weather allowing us to 

enjoy our time in San Antonio along with approximately 25,000 other 

LCMS youth and their adult leaders.  We gathered under the theme, 

LIVELOVE[D].  Following this article you will find some paragraphs 

written by the youth who attended sharing some of their thoughts about 

the gathering.  Let me encourage you to read them.    



The Gathering is an every three year event and as many of you 

know our youth the past six to nine months were hard at work raising 

funds to help defray the costs of attending.  The congregation was most 

generous in your support of the various fundraisers the youth held as well 

as just giving to the project without receiving anything in return.  I would 

like to thank you for that support!  This is the fourth Gathering I have 

attended with our youth beginning with the first one in 2001 in New 

Orleans, Orlando in 2007 and New Orleans again in 2010.  New Orleans 

will once again host the 2016 Gathering.  I will have to see if I am still 

able to walk in three years to see if I will add that one to my resume. 

As I mentioned in my sermon on Sunday, July 7, we also left the 

Alamodome after the mass event on Thursday evening of that week and 

gathered on the plaza to the south of the Tower of the Americas and 

enjoyed the local firework display for the Fourth of July.  It was a 

fantastic celebratory display and we had what I would call “front row 

seats.”  The Gathering ended right before noon on Friday and Ame and I 

drove the distance home, arriving at the church around 10:30 p.m.  We 

didn’t leave anyone behind and we brought back some fond memories of 

the week that we spent together. 

If you notice the Gathering theme logo the [D] is bracketed.  It is 

the “D” that makes all the difference as we seek to understand what it 

means to live love.  Without the “D” we cannot even begin to know what 

it means to love others in the biblical sense of this terminology until and 

unless we know and trust God’s love for us in Jesus Christ.  St. John 

reminds us that “we love because He first loved us.” (1 John 4:19)  What 

this means is that because of the Gospel applied to our lives we are them 

empowered to go and love others. 

In the various mass events that were held every evening and on 

the final morning at the Alamodome we heard expressed and we saw 

depicted how LIVELOVE[D] comes about in our lives as children of 

God.  We first heard that we were BE-Loved as we gathered together as 

sinners recognizing that we are God’s beloved children.  But we also 

recognized the temptations that confront us and others as we focused on 

DE-Loved.  There we confronted twisted and distorted views of love that 

too often end in disappointment and despair.  As we gathered on 

Wednesday evening we took in the section called Love LIVED, there 

considering the personal life of Jesus, the love of God in the flesh.  On 

Thursday morning the Gathering celebrated Divine Service with Holy 

Communion.  Synod President Matthew Harrison preached the sermon, 

and the Service was accompanied by a mass choir and band, composed 

of high school and college youth from across the country.  Then on 



Thursday evening we took a second look at our identity as ones who 

have been loved purely and completely by God in Christ in the section 

that bore the title of the Gathering, Live LOVED.  Finally, before we 

made our way home, we were challenged to Live LOVE.  There we were 

challenged to look beyond ourselves to love others in the name of Jesus. 

In the Bible Study we had as a group before we left for San 

Antonio we were asked to consider this quote: “The greatest thing you’ll 

ever learn is just to love and be loved in return.”  We were challenged to 

consider the truth in that statement.  As we worked through that Bible 

Study and as we involved ourselves in the Gathering mass events and 

sectionals we were led to revisit and revise that quote.  In so doing we 

were led to see “The greatest thing you’ll ever learn is that you are loved 

and that you are able to love in return.” 

As St. John wrote about love in his first epistle, “We love 

because He first loved us.”   

Thanks again for your generous support of our Grace Youth! 

 

Pastor Walter 

 

 
Ame, Elisabeth, Perryn, Andrew, Erich, Megan, Emily, Sarah and Pastor Walter 

at the National Youth Gathering in San Antonio, Texas 



Erich Cline… 
As you all know, the youth of Grace Lutheran traveled to San Antonio to 

attend the 2013 National Youth Gathering with over 25,000 other 

attendees.  When we arrived at our destination after many hours talking 

about dreams, ideas, memories, and our hopes of the trip ahead, we had 

our first experience of the trip.  Monday night’s Mass Event!  Imagine a 

huge crowd of kids dancing and singing praise to God!  The feeling is 

that of none other!  It continued on until the public speaker stepped out 

onto the stage for our Bible Study.  He spoke of the intense love God has 

gifted us all with.  It’s at no cost to you and there’s no risk.  It just comes 

freely, through faith, believing this incredible truth!  The rest of the week 

centered around God’s gracious love, but with a twist.  They talked about 

people who felt DE-Loved, the mentality that no one can love you after 

the wrongs you have committed, but there is no such truth in this reality.  

God loves you unconditionally, without question or consent. 

There were seminars held in the local convention center, the speakers 

there talked about our relationship with God and how we see him in this 

modern age.  We all learned something great on this amazing trip.  Most 

of these lessons cannot be described in such short ways.  It would take 

volumes to express my gratitude to both God and the people who have 

brought this great message to my ears and those of 25,000 others.  The 

trip was far more than just worth the money that our congregation 

provided us so kindly.  I truly enjoyed this amazing experience and can’t 

wait for another chance to partake in this extremely powerful gathering 

of faith, hope, and greatest of all, love. 

 

Elisabeth Graf… 
I had a great experience at the National Youth Gathering in San Antonio.  

Although I have been a Lutheran my whole life, I have only attended 

Grace for a few years.  Therefore, I most enjoyed the time in fellowship 

that I got to share with other youth from Grace because it allowed me to 

get to know them better.  Of course, Pastor Walter also helped contribute 

to the fun atmosphere at the gathering with his witty remarks and 

seemingly endless patience.  Although there were some things about the 

gathering that I didn’t particularly agree with.  I think that, overall, I 

definitely grew in my faith.  Out of my appreciation, I would like to 

sincerely thank the congregation for using their gifts to make this trip 

possible, Pastor Walter and Mrs. Andrews for their guidance and 

support, and the other youth for their enthusiasm and camaraderie.  

  



Megan Gipson… 
It’s safe to say that all of us youth (and chaperones) had a wonderful time 

at the LCMS National Youth Gathering!  Everywhere I looked there was 

a smile, a ‘Free Hug’ sign, or someone from Minnesota.  There was 

always something fun to do whether it was go to a learning session or 

participate in team building games and activities. 

I definitely learned a lot about myself and what it means to be a 

Lutheran. 

It was one of the best weeks of my life and I wouldn’t trade it for the 

world!  We all became closer not only as friends but grew in our faith 

together as well.  None of this would have been possible without the 

support and encouragement of our congregation.  Thanks to everyone for 

making this possible! 

 

Sarah Johnson… 
I have been to the National Youth Gathering once before, so I thought I 

would know what to expect and not be surprised by the crowds or the 

craziness of it all.  I was very wrong!  Seeing people walk through the 

streets of San Antonio with blue backpacks and knowing that all of those 

people have the same religious views as me was extremely comforting, 

and I think everyone at the gathering felt a sense of camaraderie with 

each other.  It was such an amazing experience to learn more about Jesus 

and Lutheranism with almost 25,000 people through the mass events or 

the interest centers.  It was also a great chance to get to know everyone in 

the youth group, along with Pastor and Ame.  I had such a great time 

getting to know everyone better and forming closer relationships, and 

I’m truly grateful for the opportunity to get with such an amazing group. 

 

Emily Junkans… 
Being able to attend the LCMS National youth Gathering was such a 

blessing to me, as I and six other youth members increased our 

knowledge and realization of how much God has done for us.  Even as 

we traversed beautiful downtown San Antonio, which included the 

Riverwalk, the Mercado, and the Alamo, the theme of the gathering was 

not far from our minds.  “LiveLove[d]”: that phrase in and of itself is 

such a wonderful reminder that we are beloved by God despite all our 

sins that separate us from Him.  This is wholly because of what Jesus, 

what Love did for us through His suffering and death on the cross.  



Because of this we are called to “LiveLove[d]”, so that the Holy Spirit 

might show others God’s grace through us.  We were reminded of this 

message constantly through the week, whether it was during one of our 

breakout sessions, an early-morning Bible study with Pastor, or one of 

the Mass Events held each evening.  I was so blessed by being able to go, 

to grow in my faith, and I have the Grace congregation to thank for that.  

Without all of your support, prayers, and encouragement, this trip would 

have been impossible for us.  Therefore, thank you for everything you 

put into helping us get ready.  Thank you, from the bottom of my heart.  

                                                                            In Christ, Emily Junkans 

 

Ame Andrews… 
What a blessing it was for me to share an exciting week with some 

amazing young people learning to LiveLove[d] at the NYG in San 

Antonio.  We had a wonderful journey that won’t soon be forgotten.  I 

am so thankful for this opportunity for your young people to ehar of 

God’s love.  I too, am thankful and was reminded that we love, because 

He first loved us. 

 

 

 



 

 

Dare to be Lutheran! But what is a Lutheran? Why do Lutherans 

consider Baptism so essential? Why do Lutherans sing hymns and recite 

liturgy? Higher Things is a confessional Lutheran organization that hosts 

conferences around the nation each summer with the goal to teach the youth 

to “Dare to be Lutheran.” This year the theme for Higher Things was “From 

Above,” which in the Greek is “      ” or “ no then.” Here, we learned that 

through Baptism, we are born “ no then” by water and the Spirit, as Jesus 

told Nicodemus in John 3. In Baptism, we were buried with Christ into his 

death and then raised with Christ through his resurrection so that we might 

live a new life free from sin and therefore also death. In Baptism, our Old 

Adam, full of sin, died with Christ, but we were raised again with Christ in 

his resurrection. And just as Christ overcame death and the grave, so too we, 

who are united with Christ in Baptism, have also overcome death. Death no 

longer has mastery over us! Now, like Lazarus, when our bodies perish in 

the earthly sense, we are even then not considered dead, but merely sleeping 

as we wait for Christ to come again to awaken us on the last day! 

Imagine sitting amongst a sea of Lutherans all singing “God’s Own 

Child I Gladly Say It”. The theater, temporarily turned into a chapel, is filled 

with pastors, high school youth and adult chaperones all confessing the same 

faith as one another – the faith in Christ that comes by grace, outside of us 

and “from above”. Lutheran pastors led the preaching and chanting in our 

liturgical services, which emphasized the role of God’s Word in creating and 

sustaining faith. This year, the four-day event began and ended with the 

Divine Service. Everyone went up to communion, receiving the forgiveness 

won for them by Christ on the cross and delivered to them in His body and 

blood. The days in between followed a pattern of Matins in the morning, 

Vesper’s in the afternoon, Evening Prayer at night and finally Compline 

before bedtime.  All  of these Service Orders or Offices are found in the 

Lutheran Service Book. It is not every day that Lutherans have the 

opportunity to join their voices in Christmas hymns one day and then in 

Easter celebration just a few days later! 

Diving into the back of our leader’s big black pickup truck, both of 

us and all the other College Conference Volunteers (CCVs) squished 

together like we were lifetime friends. This year at Higher Things we 

volunteered with nineteen other college students. Our main role as CCVs 

was to assist the conference staff with anything they needed and aid all the 

Lutheran pastors and speakers in technical support at the smaller break-away 



sessions. Examples of our tasks included assembling and organizing 

registration bags for each church group that attended; giving directions to 

and answering the questions of the participants; directing both vehicle and 

foot traffic in attempt to keep an orderly flow; leading or helping leaders 

with the evening entertainment events, such as ultimate Frisbee, an Easter 

egg hunt, a talent show and an Iron Chef competition. Running around on a 

big campus, like Purdue University, we definitely appreciated our CCV 

leader for offering us rides in his truck from the dorms to the chapel. 

Amongst all our work we built solid relationships with each other and had 

lots of laughter and fun. 

We loved going to Higher Things this year but our experience does 

not stop there. We take advantage of the organizations’ many resources, 

including Higher Things Radio, Daily Devotions which are “free just like 

the Gospel”, YouTube Video Shorts with Pastor Borghardt, and the Higher 

Things Magazine. All of these point us to the Gospel of Christ for you and 

for me and are found on their website, www.higherthings.org. We are 

looking forward to next year when we can volunteer again at the Higher 

Things Conference, “Crucified”. Thank you, Grace Lutheran Church, for all 

your prayers and support! 

-Anna and Christina Junkans 
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                           Anna and Christina Junkans with Higher Things friends 

 

Vicar Witte 
 
Grace Lutheran members, 
 
I hope your summer has been filled with the hope of the Lord 
and the gladness that only comes through Him!  You may 
have noticed that I was gone for two weeks in the beginning 
of June as I was serving my annual advanced training for the 
Army National Guard.   
 
We went to Fort Chaffee, Arkansas and endured the heat 
while maintaining our UH-60 Blackhawk aircraft in support of 
our own training missions and those of the Navy Seals that 
happened to be training at the same time we were.  As the 
only chaplain present for the entire 77th Theater Aviation 
Brigade, I had over 500 soldiers under my care which proved 
to be a blessing more than a burden.   
 
Soldiers of the United States Army are a unique group of 
people open to hearing the Gospel of Christ.  When the 
world has no hope to offer soldiers in stateside trouble or 
overseas deployment, the Word of God gives a dose of truth, 
love, and hope into their hearts and minds.  This is what I do 
and continue to do while serving as your Vicar.   
 
I pray that you continue to stay safe the rest of this summer 
as I look forward to continue serving you at Grace Lutheran 
Church. 
 
 

                                                               Vicar Witte 

 



 

Director of Parish Music 
 
Greetings in the name of our Risen Lord and Savior, Jesus the 

Christ!  

“What Wondrous Love Is This” (LSB 543) is a simple hymn with 

great theological depth. The hymn is from Southern Harmony, a 

hymnal in the larger shape-note singing tradition. (Shape-note 

singing uses a different method of musical notation to help teach 

singing, and is most commonly found in the American South.)  

The stanzas are simple, repetitive, and deep. Stanza One: What 

wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! What wondrous love 

is this, O my soul! What wondrous love is this That caused the 

Lord of bliss To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 

The first stanza begins at the center of the Christian faith: Christ’s 

sacrificial death on the cross for the whole world. The text reflects 

on the great love of God to send His Son to die for us. As it says in 

1 John 4:7-12: Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from 

God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows 

God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God 

is love. In this the love of God was made manifest among us, 

that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live 

through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he 

loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.
 

Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No 

one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us 

and his love is perfected in us. 

Stanza Two: When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking 

down, When I was sinking down, sinking down, When I was sinking 

down Beneath God’s righteous frown, Christ laid aside His crown 

for my soul, for my soul, Christ laid aside His crown for my soul. 



 

We were hopeless, with no hope of escaping from the curse of sin 

in this world. This stanza pictures us sinking down into the mud 

and muck of that sin, powerless to pull ourselves out. But Christ, 

the very Son of God, came to Earth and took our sin, and the sin of 

the whole world, upon Himself, bearing them on the tree of the 

cross. He died in our place, giving us His life to replace our death. 

So we sing, in the words of Stanza Three: 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; To God and to the 

Lamb I will sing; To God and to the Lamb, Who is the great I AM, 

while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, While millions 

join the theme, I will sing. 

We join with God’s people throughout all times and places, 

singing to the One who set us free from sin, death, and the devil. 

As we say at the end of the Proper Preface: Therefore with angels, 

and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and 

magnify Your holy name, every more praising You and saying: 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of power and might… At the Lord’s 

Supper we receive a foretaste of the feast to come and join in the 

everlasting song that is around the throne of God. 

Stanza Four: And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing 

on; And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on. And when from 

death I’m free, I’ll sing His love for me, And through eternity I’ll 

sing on, I’ll sing on, And through eternity I’ll sing on.  

After our death, should Christ not return then, we will be freed 

forever from the shackles of sin and death, and will await the final 

day, where we shall rise once more and live in a new Heaven and 

new Earth with Christ forever. As it says in Luther’s Small 

Catechism, the explanation to the Third Article: On the Last Day 

He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and 

all believers in Christ. This is most certainly true.  

Thanks be to God! Amen! 



Peace in Christ,  
Nathan Beethe, Director of Parish Music 

THOSE WHO SERVE in AUGUST 

 

ACOLYTE SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Worship Services – Ethan Andrews 

10:45 a.m. Worship Services – Maxwell Baker 

 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 

August 4
th

 – 10:45 Service – Tim Sweeney 

August 11
th

 – 8:15 Service – Raymond Harrill 

August 18
th

 – 10:45 Service – John Calvillo 

August 25
th

 – 8:15 Service – Frank Royster 

 
 USHERS’ SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Worship Services – Roy Bullard’s team 

Roy Andrews, John Ketcher, Gary Proud  

10:45 a.m. Worship Services – Gervais LeBlanc’s team 

Jacob Ralston, Jeff Ralston 

 
CANTORS’ SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Worship Services – Randy Middaugh 

10:45 a.m. Worship Services – Jeff Ralston 

 
GREETERS’ SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Worship Service – Ralph and Joan Ann Olsen 

10:45 a.m. Worship – Ron, Russlyn, Paul and Zachary Krueger  

 
ALTAR GUILD SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Services –Dorris Deislinger and Mildred Wilkins 

10:45 a.m. Services – Ginny Ralston 
Wednesday Mid-Week Services – Suzanne Raddle & Wilma Richter 

 

 



If you are unable to serve please ask someone to fill in for you  

and then call the church office. 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP BUDGET RE-CAP 
 

2013 budget $514,660 

which is an average weekly  

General Fund contribution requirement of $9,897 

 

Budget needs through week 29                $287,013 

Contributions to General Fund from all sources             $281,333 

Average weekly contribution through week 29 $9,701 
 

 

GRACE FAMILY NEWS AND NOTES 
 

WELCOME… 

Ms. Shari Withers transferred to Grace from First Lutheran Church in 

Hot Springs, Arkansas.  Shari is a former member of Grace and recently 

moved back to Little Rock after living in Hot Springs for the past couple 

of years.  Please welcome Shari back to our Grace Family. 
 

 

FELLOWSHIP CLUB 
 

The Fellowship Club will meet for an “Indoor Cook-out” on Tuesday 

evening, August 20
th

, at 5:00 p.m. in Parker Hall.  Pastor and Paula 

will host the Cook-out.  More details will follow in the bulletin. 
 

 

DEPARTMENT OF 
CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES 

 

Grace continues to support the foster care program in the East Office of 

DCFS.  In the last two weeks DCFS East Office has taken in 15 

children (most under the age of 8).  Some of the items needed for these 

children coming into their office include:  Individually packaged 

snacks and juice, diapers and wipes.  If you can help provide any of 



these items, please bring them to the church and place them in the box 

for DCFS on the bridge to Parker Hall. 

 

 

A.C.T.S RUMMAGE SALE 
August 2nd and 3rd  

 

Bring your donations to Parker Hall 
 Sunday afternoon, July 28th or Monday, July 29th. 

 

 

SIT AND SEW 
 

Sit and Sew will meet on Tuesday, August 6
th

,
 
at 12:00 noon.  

Bring your project and join them in the downstairs classroom in 

the church.  For details call Carole Nichols or Sammye Sue Harrill. 

 

 

GRACE FOOD PANTRY 

Our thanks again to everyone who previously contributed food 

items to the Grace Food Pantry last Fall. This drive was a 

tremendous success as we have been able to make your food 

donations of boxed/canned goods last until the beginning of the 

Summer of 2013. Please check your pantry or add a few items to 

your grocery list and consider donating whatever items you can to 

the Food Pantry. These items can be placed on the display table in 

the breezeway. We will collect food items until the middle of 

August.  If you have any questions in this regard, please do not 

hesitate to call Pat Funk or Dave Graf at 370-1540. Thanks again 

for your help!! 

 

 

NOON DEVOTIONS WITH PASTOR 
 

Noon Devotions with Pastor is Thursday, August 8
th

, at 12:00 

noon in Parker Hall. Bring a sandwich and join us for Bible study 

and fellowship. Drinks, chips, and dessert are provided.  We eat 



first and then Pastor Walter shares a devotional Bible study with 

us.  This is a wonderful opportunity for fellowship!! 

FALL CRAFT SHOW 
AND 

USED BOOK SALE 
 
Mark your calendar for Saturday, November 2

nd
, for the Fall 

Craft Show and Used Book Sale.  Do you knit, sew, make cards 

or jewelry or craft in other way and wish to have an opportunity to 

display and sell your talent?  Applications now being accepted 

for booth rentals at our Fall Craft Show.  Rent a booth in Parker 

Hall, for $40 ($30 for Lutheran church members).  

 

We gladly accept donations of used books beginning mid-October. 

The Fall Craft Show and Book Sale will benefit Kevin Ray, a 

second year Seminary student at Concordia, St. Louis. Matching 

funds will be donated by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. 

  

For more information contact Riley Middaugh at 954-9281 or 

email her at ram0220@aol.com. 
 

 

 

WEDDING SHOWER 
for  

Ashley Hicks 
 

You are invited to a Wedding Shower for Ashley Hicks on 

Saturday, August 17
th

, from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. in Parker Hall.  

Ashley’s fiancé is Mark Weinhold.   
 

Ashey and Mark are registered at Dillards, Target, and Bed, Bath 

and Beyond.   
 

The shower is hosted by Bette Bogart, Mona DeMilt, Paulette 

Goldsby, Elaine Hoggatt, Deena Reynolds, and Mildred Wilkins. 

 

mailto:ram0220@aol.com


 

 
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 

 
 
Our LWML Evening Guild Lutheran World Relief Project this 

year is “School Kits.”  These kits provide the only supplies for 

children returning to school after the disruption of war or they help 

parents continue their children’s education while living in a 

refugee camp.  Now is a great time to take advantage of the school 

supply sales.  Our goal is to make 50+ school kits.  We are in need 

of the following items: 

 

 Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide-  

            or college-ruled paper; no loose-leaf paper 

 One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with 

             centimeters on one side and inches on the other 

 One pencil sharpener 

 One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel 

blades work well) 

 Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together 

with a rubber band 

 Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure 

together with a rubber band 

 One box of 16 or 24 crayons 

 One 2½” eraser 

 

We are also in need of volunteers to make school bags for these 

supplies.  Easy patterns for the bags and some fabric are available 

in the breezeway.   

 

Thank you for supporting our Lutheran World Relief Projects.  

Contact Ginny Ralston at 425-1487 if you have questions. 

 
 

 



 

 

 
SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE  

 
 

Volunteers Needed to Serve 
 
 

  COFFEE HOST SIGN UP – Please take a minute and sign 

  up for the Sunday on which you wish to serve.  The sign-up  

  sheet is on the bulletin board by the Parlor.  
 

 

    The schedule for August, 2013 is: 

 

  August 4
th

     Board of Parish Fellowship 

  

  August 11
th

  Reserved  

 

  August 18
th

     Lori Bloom and Paula Walter 

 

  August 25
th

         _____________________________ 

 

  The schedule for September, 2013 is: 

 

  September 1
st
    _____________________________ 

  

  September 8
th

  _____________________________ 

 

  September 15
th 

____________________________ 

 

  September 22
nd

  _____________________________ 

  

  September 29
th

  _____________________________ 
 

 



Thanks!  We appreciate all who serve!!! 



BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND GOD'S BLESSINGS to  
Grace Family Members in the month of August: 

  1 - Natasha Graf, Leah Villarreal 

  2 - Jennifer Haddock 

  3 - Lyndsey Allen, Jeff Ralston, Elwanda Wells 

  8 - Lois Berner, Ginger Litwa, Greg Warren 

  9 - Erika Clark 

11 - Melanie Stillman Davis 

12 - Janet Killough 

13 - Stephen Nichols, Charles Stein, Paul Walter  

15 - Megan Gipson, Benjamin Hardman, Doris Holzhauer 

16 - Mike Paulson 

19 - Ashley Hicks 

20 - Kevin Ray 

21 - Roy Bullard 

22 - Samantha Morrison 

23 - Daniel Woodyard 

24 - David Mainard, Charles Walker Stein, Bill Wilkins, Sr. 

26 - Maryn Villarreal, Tiffany Warriner 

29 - Hope Hammond, Amber Solomon, Faye Stillman 

30 - Kathryn Moseley 

 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY to these couples in August: 

  1 - Suzanne and John Lambert   

  4 - Paula and Pastor Walter 

  5 - Jennifer and Chris Harrod 

  7 - Sandy and Jon Lindemann, Linda and Frank Royster 

  8 - Tammy and Terry Hill 

  9 - Stephanie and David Cannon  

10 - Pat and Jack Funk 

13 - Ginny and Jeff Ralston 

14 - Lisa and Jeff Hicks 

15 - Rose and Kurt Shrader 

26 - Ann and Owen Stoker 

27 - Kelley and John Wilkins 

30 - Linnea and Tommy Weed 

 
We apologize if we have missed your birthday or anniversary; 

please let us know in the church office so we can update our records. Thank you!! 
 



 
 

BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES AT GRACE 

Our nursery, downstairs in the church, is also available to take care 

of the infants and toddlers during Sunday School/Bible Class time. 

 

 
ADULT BIBLE CLASS - Pastor Walter’s Bible Class meets each 

Sunday at 9:45 a.m. in Parker Hall.  Pastor is leading a study of 

“The Augsburg Confession and Its Apology” – The Lutheran 

Confessions Series.  Come and review what we believe, teach and 

confess as Lutheran Christians. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES for children ages 3 years through 6
th

 

grade are held in the lower level of the Family Life Center. The 

parents are invited to join us for the opening service at 9:45 each 

Sunday.  If you have questions contact Colleen Moorman or 

Nathan Beethe.  LCEF K.I.D.S. Saving Stamps are available from 

Ame Andrews during Sunday School opening time.   

 

JUNIOR YOUTH class meets at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday in their 

classroom downstairs in the church.  Joel Junkans leads their study 

each Sunday. 

  

SENIOR YOUTH class meets each Sunday at 9:45 a.m. in their 

classroom downstairs in the church.  Dave Roberts leads their 

study each Sunday. 

 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY class meets each Wednesday morning at 

6:30 a.m. at St. Vincent Hospital in the 4
th

 floor conference room 

(off the main elevator).  Pastor Walter leads this Bible Study.  All 

men of Grace are encouraged to attend. 

 

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS usually meets each Tuesday 

morning at 9:30 a.m. in the downstairs classroom in the church.  

THEY ARE TAKING A SUMMER BREAK AND WILL RESUME 
THE TUESDAY AFTER LABOR DAY.  Contact Joan Ann Olsen 

for more information. 



Painless Ways to Support  
Little Rock Lutheran Education! 

  

Many of you already take advantage of company programs that provide 
financial incentives for Grace Lutheran ECDC and Christ Lutheran 
School that don’t cost you any extra money — for that we all say THANK 
YOU!  These programs are really an untapped resource that benefits 
Lutheran education in Little Rock by providing funds for all type of budget 
needs!  And all the programs are very user-friendly and simple —- some 
only require scissors! 
  
Following are programs used by one or more of our Lutheran schools – 
please consider this painless way to support Lutheran Education in L.R.! 

 

Kroger Community 
Rewards Program 

used by ECDC  
 
Here’s how it works: 
- Register your Kroger PLUS Card 
at  krogercommunityrewards.com 
- Select Grace Lutheran ECDC 
(enter 80368) as your community 
rewards organization. 
- At “check-out” be sure to scan 
your Kroger PLUS Card or hand it 
to the checker – that’s it! 
- ECDC receives a percentage of 
every eligible purchase made, and 
receives a check at the end of each 
quarter. 
- More details are available on the 
Kroger website.   
- Contact Colleen if you need help 
registering your Kroger PLUS Card. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

General Mills 
“Box Tops for Education” 

used by Christ Lutheran 
School 

Campbell’s Labels 
used by ECDC &  

Christ Lutheran School 
Here’s how these work: 
- Remove “box top for education” 
labels from General Mills containers 
(ie Cheerios, Betty Crocker), and/or 
ENTIRE LABEL WITH UPC CODE 
from Campbell’s products (ie soup, 
juices). 
- collection boxes may be found on 
the bookcase next to the bridgeway 
or the entry area of ECDC. 
- “Box Tops for Education” provide 
monetary support for the CLS 
Band, “Campbell’s Labels” are 
turned into credit toward purchasing 
supplies and equipment for both 
ECDC and Christ Lutheran School.



ECDC News & 

Notes 
 

Soon we will be saying good-bye to some of our children.  Our prayers go with 
them as they go off to Kindergarten and other programs around town.  And, 
we’ll be saying hello to new children who will be a part of our ECDC family!  Our 
returning kids are looking forward to moving into a new classroom and learning 
all sorts of new things.  The staff will spend August 19

th
 and 20

th
 in staff 

development days making preparations and getting rooms ready for new kids 
and the new year.  The 2013-2014 school year begins with a bang Wednesday, 
August 21

st
! 

 
Guess I’m jumping ahead a little – ‘cause we aren’t done with our summer fun 
YET!  The circus is coming, the circus is coming!  We’ll be exploring all about the 
three rings and animals!  During Jesus time we will be learning about being 
“fishers of men” – a pretty appropriate send-off for our oldest friends! Plus, 
explore other jobs we find in the Bible and about the Holy Trinity (as we review 
all that we have learned from the Bible the last twelve months). Not to mention 
Frosty Treat Fridays! 
 
Want to take a minute to thank all our summer help – Emily Bishop, Carla 
Eubanks, Paul Walter and Jessica Miller (who by the way is staying on with us 
into the fall!)  Because of them our year-round folks have been able to take 
some needed vacation and we didn’t have to miss a minute of fun!  We must 
also say good-bye and a special thank you to our staff moving on to new 
adventures – Shannon Southern, Allison Brewer, Teresa Howell, and Robyn Jilg 
Robb (who we may see back in the not too long future after graduation!).  
These folks have truly been a God-send and we pray His continued blessings in 
their lives and their careers.  And – of course – thanks to the ENTIRE staff for 
making Summer 2013 so much fun! 
 
One more thing – an INVITATION!  Friday, August 16

th
 we will be having our 

end of year program and party.  The festivities begin in Parker Hall at 3:30p.m. 
with our program and graduation.  We’ll then move downstairs to a party 
hosted by the Board of Christian Education.  Please come join us if you can – it 
would be an excellent opportunity to view firsthand this ministry of our 
congregation, and to meet and thank the many families that entrust us with 
their children! 
 
See ya again next month, until then— 



God’s continued blessings to each of you — Colleen 


