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“Membership Has Its Privileges and….” 

 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are 

fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God. 

(Ephesians 2:19) 

 As I have thought about it, I knew what I needed to write for this 

“first page” of the August Newsletter.  It is time once again to encourage 

and maybe even plead with you to consider using your gifts and talents 

in service to the Lord and His Church at this congregation which we call 

Grace.  What that means is that I am encouraging you find time in your 

schedules to serve the Lord and volunteer to do so.  It is one thing to be 

here for Divine Service on Sunday mornings or Wednesday evenings.  

That is God’s Service for you which is something that we all need.  At 

the same time we all need to encourage one another in our meeting 

together.  The writer of the Letter to the Hebrews puts that this way, “not 

neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 

another, and all the more as you see the Day (Judgment Day) drawing 

near.” (Hebrews 10:25)  If indeed you are a member of Grace, what a 

privilege it is to be gathered here to be served by Word and Sacrament 

for the strengthening of your faith.  But that verse in Hebrews was 

preceded by this verse: “And let us consider how to stir up one another to 

love and good works.”  (Hebrews 10:24)  Love always has someone or 

something else as its object and good works always serves someone or 

something else.   

 So with that in mind I went back to what I wrote in August of 

last year, and wouldn’t you know it, I wrote about serving.  I used these 

words of Jesus recorded in the Gospel according to St. Matthew, “The 

Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give His life as a 

ransom for many.”  (Matthew 20:28)  God’s love shown to us in Christ 

Jesus has us as the object of that love and His redeeming work serving us 

for our eternal salvation.  The question I asked at the outset of last year’s 

first page was this, “Do you ever wonder how everything gets done 

around the church?”  Certainly the Lord serves us in worship even as we 

give Him our thanks and praise for the forgiveness of our sins and the 

promise of everlasting life.  The offerings of the membership help pay 



the staff, support missions and the church at-large, pay the utilities and 

the maintenance of our property so that the members have a place to 

meet that is pleasant and well maintained.  If one of our members desires 

to get married here, that is a privilege of membership.  So too are funeral 

Services for a departed brother or sister in Christ.  It truly makes sense 

that if someone was given a foretaste of the feast to come in this place, it 

is from this place that the celebration of the resurrection of all who 

believe in Christ Jesus needs to be celebrated at their passing.  If a 

Baptism is desired, a Baptism takes place and is celebrated by those in 

attendance.  That is the mission we have given to do, that of baptizing 

and teaching.  While weddings, funerals and baptisms are something that 

we do in the church there are also opportunities to use the facilities for 

gatherings, observances and recreation.  Members do not pay to do such 

things even if such things are done in an environment that incurs costs 

supported by the membership.  Unfortunately not all members contribute 

to help offset the costs.  We don’t make that a requirement but a response 

to the Gospel. 

 So too, serving is not a requirement but it is required that we 

have members serve.  For some it is a privilege to serve, for others it is a 

responsibility and for others serving is an obligation.  There is only one 

word there that is Gospel in nature and that is privilege.  St. Paul writing 

to the Ephesians shared these words: “For by grace you have been saved 

through faith.  And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a 

result of works, so that no one may boast.  For we are his workmanship, 

created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, 

that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:8-10)  We have received 

grace sufficient for our salvation.  Faith, which is also a gift given to us, 

receives that grace with thanksgiving and recognizes that saying “thank-

you” is important.  Saying thank you and showing that you are thankful 

are one in the same thing. 

 There are many tasks that are performed by many people here at 

Grace.  There are several boards composed of several people whose input 

is requested for planning as well as their services offered to take care of 

the tasks given those boards.  We need faithful people to teach the faith 

for our Sunday School and Vacation Bible School and we need faithful 

parents who make sure that their children go to their respective classes.  

We need people to make sure that our Services are done in an orderly 

fashion, from choir members and instrument players using their talents or 

learning that they have that talent, to acolytes, altar guild, ushers and 

greeters.  We need people to help count the offering on Monday morning 

and we need someone or a small group to make sure we have attendance 



cards and pencils at each pew and that the hymnals are placed properly in 

the pews.  We need people to help with coffee time so that there are 

refreshments available, as has been our tradition over the years.  We need 

our small groups to sponsor Advent and Lent dinners even as we from 

time to time need the members of Grace to bring a dish for a potluck so 

that we can take an hour or an hour and a half to eat together and 

celebrate with one another as a congregation.  We need those who are 

willing to set aside as little as a couple of hours a month to stop in and 

visit someone who is unable to get out, but truly needs interaction with 

someone they know or could get to know.   

 Certainly membership has its privileges.  I guess this means that 

if you are a member you have access to the facilities for your use as there 

might be need.  At the same time you should recognize your need to be 

here as well as your opportunity to support the work that the Lord has 

given us to do together in an appropriate way, whether you completely 

agree with everything that we do here or not.  It also means that you 

commit yourself to serving.  I recognize that those who serve tirelessly 

from time to time need a break, we all do.  I recognize that some people 

have to be asked, but I would pray that you ask what you might do here 

at Grace as members of the household of God. 

 If a current board director contacts you about serving on a board 

here at Grace, please give that request some prayerful consideration.  If 

there is a board on which you would like to serve, please let that be 

known to the church office or the appropriate board director, or contact 

Dr. Jon Lindemann who is the Executive Director of Grace.  Consider it 

a privilege to serve because you are served by the Lord through His gifts 

of forgiveness and life. You are His workmanship, a new creation in your 

Baptism, “created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand, that you should walk in them.” 

Thank you, 

Pastor Walter  

   

 

PARISH PLANNING COUNCIL 
August 24

th
 - 7:00 p.m. 

 

VOTERS’ MEETING 
August 31

st
 - 7:00 p.m. 
 



Director of Parish Music 
 

Greetings in the name of our Risen Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ!  

In our Sunday School Openings each week we sing a hymn stanza. 

Generally we learn one stanza per month, but in the summer we rotate 

between “God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It” (LSB 594) and “I Am 

Jesus’ Little Lamb” (LSB 740), learning one of them each summer. 

This summer we are learning “I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb” and I thought 

I’d share it with you too. 

Stanza One: I am Jesus’ little lamb, Ever glad at heart I am; For my 

Shepherd gently guides me, Knows my need and well provides me, 

Loves me ev’ry day the same, Even calls me by my name. All of us, no 

matter how young or old we are, are Jesus’ little lambs who need our 

Good Shepherd’s guidance and provision. Most importantly, Christ 

knows our one greatest need, that is the forgiveness of sins. Our Good 

Shepherd went to the cross to pay for our sins and the sins of the 

whole world so that we might become His children through Baptism. 

In Baptism, Jesus calls us each by name, even putting His own name 

on us as the sign of the cross is made on us to mark us as one 

redeemed by Christ the crucified. 

Stanza Two: Day by day, at home, away, Jesus is my staff and stay. 

When I hunger, Jesus feeds me, Into pleasant pastures leads me; 

When I thirst, He bids me go Where the quiet waters flow. This stanza 

calls to mind so wonderfully the words of Psalm 23, where our 

Shepherd uses His rod and staff to comfort us, and leads us beside 

still waters. It also brings to mind the woman at the well, where Jesus 

told of the water of life that quenches thirst forever. Our bodily 

hungering and thirsting are indeed taken care of by our Heavenly 

Father, but more importantly Christ gives us His Body and Blood to 

drink in the Sacrament of the Altar to forgive us our sins and 

strengthen us unto eternal life. All our needs, including our greatest 

need, are met in Jesus. 



Stanza Three: Who so happy as I am, Even now the Shepherd’s lamb? 

And when my short life is ended, By His angel host attended, He shall 

fold me to His breast, There within His arms to rest. Christ made us 

His own in the waters of Holy Baptism, whether as an infant, child, or 

adult, and He supplies all we need throughout our entire life. Then, 

when our last day comes, He will take us in His arms to be with Him 

to await the final day and the resurrection of all things. Christ is with 

us, and Christ is for us, from life’s beginning until life’s end. When 

our earthy life ends, it is merely the beginning of our new life with 

our Good Shepherd in the new Heaven and the new Earth, where He 

will wipe every tear from our eye and where we will need no light, 

nor lamp nor sun, for Christ will be our all. 

Lord, let at least Thine angels come, To Abr’ham’s bosom bear me 

home, That I may die unfearing; And in its narrow chamber keep My 

body safe in peaceful sleep Until Thy reappearing. And then from 

death awaken me, That these mine eyes with joy may see, O Son of 

God, Thy glorious face, My Savior and my fount of grace. Lord Jesus 

Christ, my prayer attend, my prayer attend, And I will praise Thee 

without end. (LSB 708, st. 3) 

Peace in Christ,  
Nathan Beethe 

Director of Parish Music 

 

A.C.T.S RUMMAGE SALE 

August 7th and 8th  

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  
 

Bring your donations to Parker Hall 
before Wednesday, the week of the sale. 

We DO NOT take clothes but  
we DO take linens!! 

 



BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP 
 

God’s blessings to each and all of you! Reflecting on stewardship activities, I 

would like to share some thoughts on the financial stewardship here at Grace as 

of Mid-July 2015. I am writing this message mid-month so I do not have exact 

numbers to share. Please reference the stewardship report in another section of 

the Newsletter for specific numbers. Looking at the offering receipts for 2015 as 

of last Sunday (July 19), I can tell you that we are pretty much where we were in 

2014 which we finished with a small surplus. While we are using some of the 

the surplus dollars to cover expenses this year like we did in 2014, we are using 

less of those surplus dollars and covering modest expense increases. Bottom-line 

as of mid-July 2015, we are modestly gathering higher offerings and using fewer 

surplus dollars to meet the financial needs here at Grace. Thank you for your 

offerings and support!          
 

I would also like to share some information with you about something that 

happens periodically in our offering collection process. We have what are called 

benevolence funds that Grace Lutheran church uses to financially benefit people 

in need. Examples are but are not limited to scholarship recipients (Scholarship 

Funds) and those who have experienced tornado and flood damages 

(Membership Assistance Fund). Funds to be used for these purposes are 

provided by members that contribute to these funds. What I wanted to briefly 

address is when members make that type of offering and write on the envelope 

that a specific family or person should receive this financial aid. 
 

As a recognized charitable organization, Grace Lutheran Church sends 

statements that list all offerings that a person or family has given this year. A 

potential problem exists if a member contributes an offering for a benevolence 

fund and writes the name of a family or person they wish their contribution to be 

given to. The IRS has published their position that an offering given to the 

church for the use of a specific person or family is not an offering that Grace can 

recognize as a charitable or deductible offering.  
 

The solution for this issue has recently been put in place here at Grace in the 

form of a Benevolence Funding policy. The policy states that Grace Lutheran 

Church accepts all benevolence fund offerings with the understanding that Grace 

Lutheran Church ultimately determines where the benevolence funds are to be 

distributed. And if the offering is marked with the name of a specific family or 

person, the designation will be treated as advisory.  Operating with this policy in 

place, you can be assured that these offerings will be recognized and included on 

your offering statement. 
 

This may seem trivial but it ensures that Grace as a recognized IRS charitable 

organization meets the IRS guidelines and your benevolence offerings can be 

recognized and included in your offering statement. It really does not change 

things but ensures the integrity of your contribution statement.   

 

God’s Blessings,        



THOSE WHO SERVE in AUGUST 
 

ACOLYTE SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Service – Aidan Sutterfield 

July 2nd - 10:45 a.m. Service – Sydney Manchester 

July 9
th

 – 10:45 a.m. Service – Owen McCrory 

July 16th - 10:45 a.m. Services – Sydney Manchester 

July 23
rd

 – 10:45 a.m. Service – Owen McCrory 

July 30
th

 – 10:45 a.m. Service – Owen McCrory 
 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 

August 2
nd

 – 10:45 Service – Jeff Ralston 

August 9
th

 – 8:15 Service – Craig Schluterman 

August 16
th

 – 10:45 Service – Greg Warren 

August 23
rd

 – 8:15 Service – Dave Graf 

August 30
th

 – 8:15 Service – Robert Nichols  
                 

 USHERS’ SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Service – Roy Bullard’s team 

Roy Andrews, John Ketcher, Gary Proud 

10:45 a.m. Service – Gervais LeBlanc’s team 

Jeff Ralston, Paul Krueger 
 

CANTORS’ SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Service – Joel Junkans 

10:45 a.m. Service – Jeff Ralston 
 

GREETERS’ SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Service – Jack and Pat Funk  

10:45 a.m. Service – Jeff and Ginny Ralston 
 

ALTAR GUILD SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Service – Dorris Deislinger and Mildred Wilkins 

10:45 a.m. Service – Ginny Ralston 
Wednesday Mid-Week Service – Suzanne Raddle & Wilma Richter 

If you are unable to serve please ask someone to fill in for you  

and then call the church office. 



 

STEWARDSHIP BUDGET RE-CAP 
2015 budget totals $537,041  
which is an average weekly 

General Fund contribution requirement of $10,328 
 

 Budget needs through July 26      $309,840 
Actual expenses through July 26  $292,233 
 

Contributions to General Fund from all sources $288,275* 
Average weekly contribution through May 24                $9609 
 

In summary, General Fund giving for the year is $ 3957 less than actual 
expenses.  
 

Non-budget giving to designated funds through July 26     $16,023 
 

*These contributions include a monthly payment from ECDC to help 
offset expenses. They also include some memorials and honorariums 
which are not designated to specific funds. 
 

 
GRACE FAMILY NEWS AND NOTES 

 

HOLY BAPTISM… 

Kenneth Harper Spann and Miles David Spann, sons of Jeremy 

and Elizabeth Ross Spann, were received into God’s Kingdom of 

Grace through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism on Saturday, June 

13
th

.  Their grandparents are Ken and Becky Ross.   

Carter Dylan Lavoie, son of Nick Lavoie and Lauren Keppel, was 

received into God’s Kingdom of Grace through the Sacrament of 

Holy Baptism on Saturday, June 13
th

.  His grandfather is Greg 

Keppel and great grandparents are Jim and Judy Keppel.  

Cason Thomas Solomon, son of David and Amber Loyd Solomon, 

was received into God’s Kingdom of Grace through the Sacrament 

of Holy Baptism on Sunday, July 19
th

.  His grandparents are Tim 

and Stephana Loyd and his uncle is Daniel Loyd.  



Bruce Wayne Robinson, son of Phillip and Ashley Robinson, was 

received into God’s Kingdom of Grace through the Sacrament of 

Hot Baptism on Saturday, July 26
th

. Bruce is the great grandson of 

Jim Robinson.  

 
WELCOME… 

Ms. Anastasia Teske has transferred her membership to Grace 

from First Lutheran Church in Little Rock.  Please welcome 

Anastasia to our Grace Family. 

Ms. Susan Pybas and her son Brett Beavers have transferred to 

Grace from Christ Lutheran in Little Rock.  Please welcome Sue 

and Brett to our Grace Family. 

 
CONGRATULATIONS and GOD’S BLESSINGS… 

CONGRATULATIONS to Derek and Leah Bullard Sheridan on the 

birth of their son Lewis Watson Sheridan who was born May 23
rd

 

in Knoxville, Tennessee.  Lewis is the grandson of Roy and Karen 

Bullard.  God’s blessings to the Sheridan family. 

CONGRATULATIONS to Vicar Kevin and Allie Ray on the birth of 

their daughter Marlo Felicity Ray who was born July 24
th

 in 

Independence, Missouri.  Marlo is the great granddaughter of John 

and Emma Jane Ohnemus. 

 
CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY… 

Our Christian Sympathy to the family of Mr. Armin Schroeder 

who recently died in Horseshoe Bend, Arkansas.  Armin is the 

father of Dave Schroeder.  Please remember Dave and Jane and 

their family in your prayers.   

Our Christian Sympathy to the family of Mrs. Maggie Bischof 

Cecil who died July 11
th

 in Hot Springs.  Maggie is the mother of 

Rudy Bischof.  Please keep the Bischof family in your prayers. 

 



 
SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE  

 

Volunteers Needed to Serve 
 
 

  COFFEE HOST SIGN UP – Please take a minute and sign 

  up for the Sunday on which you wish to serve.  The sign-up  

  sheet is on the bulletin board by the Parlor.  
 
 

  The schedule for August, 2015 is: 

 

  August 2
nd

       Board of Parish Fellowship 

  

  August 9
th

   Maxine Biggers 

 

  August 16
th

     Margaret and Eldon Schulz 

 

  August 23
rd

          Bette Bogart 

 

  August 30
th

           Rally Day - Board of Christian Education 

 

 

   The schedule for September, 2015 is: 

 

  Sept. 6
th

         _____________________________ 

  

  Sept. 12
th

    _____________________________ 

 

  Sept. 20
th

  
 
    _____________________________ 

 

  Sept. 27
th

         _____________________________ 
 

 

Thanks!!  We appreciate your help! 

 

 



 
THANK YOU 

 

The Davis family wants to thank everyone for the support and 

prayers that we got for Wes Davis for his cancer treatment.  Wes is 

in remission now and doing well.  Melanie, Wes, Anna, and Allie 

are now living in Tulsa, Oklahoma because of a job change. 
 

Their new address is 2029 East 51
st
 Place, Apt. C, Tulsa, OK  

74105. 

 

 
 
 

FELLOWSHIP CLUB 
Parker Hall 

                                                                                                         
Fellowship Club will meet on Tuesday, August 25

th
, (please note 

the change of date), at 12:00 noon in Parker Hall. Our ACTS 

friends will serve another delicious meal.  Mark your calendar and 

plan to come and have a great time of fun and fellowship.  
 
 
 

 
NOON DEVOTIONS WITH PASTOR 

Parker Hall 
 

Noon Devotions with Pastor is Thursday, August 13
th

, at 

12:00 noon in Parker Hall.  Bring your sandwich and join us for 

Bible study and fellowship. Drinks, chips, and dessert are 

provided.  We eat first and then Pastor Walter shares a devotional 

Bible study with us.  Bring a friend and join us …this is a 

wonderful opportunity for fellowship!! 
 

 



 
 FALL CRAFT SHOW 

AND 
USED BOOK SALE 

 

Applications now being accepted 

for booth rentals  

at the Grace Fall Craft Show 

 

Mark your calendar for Saturday, November 14, 2015 for the Fall 

Craft Show and Used Book Sale. We gladly accept donations of 

used books beginning mid-October. The Fall Craft Show and Book 

Sale will benefit Kevin Ray, 4
th

 year student at Concordia 

Seminary in St. Louis, and Josh Ralston, 1
st
 year student at 

Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne. Matching funds 

will be donated by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. 

 

Follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/groups/gracecraftshow. 

 

Contact Riley Middaugh at 954-9281 or email at 

ram0220@aol.com for more information.  

 

Grace Lutheran Church 

Hillcrest and Kavanaugh 

Little Rock, AR 

 

 
 

 



LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
School Kits 

 

Our LWML Lutheran World Relief project again this year is 

“School Kits”.  These kits provide the only supplies for children 

returning to school after the disruption of war or they help parents 

continue their children’s education while living in a refugee camp. 

They are also used in adult literacy classes. During July and 

August we will be collecting items for the “School Kits”.   
 

We will include the following items in 
each School Kit:  

 Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or 

college-ruled paper  

 One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with 

centimeters on one side and inches on 

the other  

 One pencil sharpener  

 One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel 

blades work well)  

 Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together 

with a rubber band  

 Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure 

together with a rubber band  

 One box of 16 or 24 crayons  

 One 2½” eraser  

 One sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth bag 

approximately 14” X 17” with shoulder straps  

(no standard backpacks) Copies of the pattern will be 

available in the breezeway. 
  

 

 

 

Thank you for supporting our Lutheran World Relief projects. 



BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND GOD'S BLESSINGS to  
Grace Family Members in the month of August: 

  1 – Natasha Graf  

  3 - Lyndsey Allen, Jeff Ralston, Elwanda Wells 

  8 - Ginger Litwa, Greg Warren 

  9 - Erika Clark 

11 - Melanie Stillman Davis 

12 - Janet Killough 

13 - Stephen Nichols, Ruth Middaugh, Charles Stein, Paul Walter  

15 - Megan Gipson, Benjamin Hardman 

       Doris Holzhauer, Garett Yovanovich 

16 - Mike Paulson 

19 - Ashley Weinhold 

20 - Kevin Ray, Jane Schroeder 

21 - Roy Bullard 

22 - Samantha Morrison 

23 - Daniel Woodyard 

24 - David Mainard, Charlie Stein  

26 - Tiffany Warriner 

28 – Josh Schnackenberg 

29 - Hope Hammond, Amber Solomon, Faye Stillman 

30 - Kathryn Moseley 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY to these couples in August: 

  1 – Suzanne and John Lambert   

  4 - Paula and Pastor Walter 

  7 - Sandy and Jon Lindemann  

  8 - Tammy and Terry Hill, Angie and Jeramy Stephens 

  9 - Stephanie and David Cannon  

10 - Pat and Jack Funk 

13 - Ginny and Jeff Ralston 

14 - Lisa and Jeff Hicks 

23 – Katie and Michael Litwa 

26 - Ann and Owen Stoker 

27 - Kelley and John Wilkins 

30 - Linnea and Tommy Weed 
 

We apologize if we have missed your birthday or anniversary; please let us 

know in the church office so we can update our records. Thank you!! 

 



 

BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES AT GRACE 
Our nursery, downstairs in the church, is also available to take care  

of the infants and toddlers during Sunday School/Bible Class time. 
 

 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS - Pastor Walter’s Bible Class meets each 

Sunday at 9:45 a.m. in Parker Hall.  Pastor continues with a study 

from the series God’s Word for Today:  Galatians – The Cost of 

Freedom.   

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES for children ages 3 through 6
th

 grade 
are held in the lower level of the Family Life Center. Parents are 
invited to join us for the opening service at 9:45 each Sunday.  
Questions? Contact Colleen Moorman for more information.   

JUNIOR YOUTH class meets at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday in their 

classroom downstairs in the church.  John and Megan Calvillo lead 

the class on Sunday morning.   

SENIOR YOUTH class meets each Sunday at 9:45 a.m. in their 

classroom downstairs in the church.  Jon Cline is leading the class 

on Sunday morning. 

YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY are taking a break for the summer.  

Please call or e-mail Pastor David Witte for information as to 

where they will meet each time.  Contact Pastor Witte at 

drwitte@gmail.com 630-738-3835. 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY is taking a break for the summer so 

watch the bulletin for information about beginning again in 

September.  Pastor Walter has been leading a study of a Longer 

Look at the Lectionary for the previous Sunday.  If you have any 

questions about this Bible Study, please contact Pastor Walter. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY class meets each Wednesday morning at 

6:30 a.m. at St. Vincent Hospital in the 4
th

 floor conference room 

(off the main elevator).  Pastor Walter leads this Bible Study.  All 

men of Grace are encouraged to attend. 

mailto:at%20drwitte@gmail.com
mailto:at%20drwitte@gmail.com


ECDC News & 

Notes 
 

Soon we will be saying good-bye to some of our children.  Our prayers go with 
them as they go off to Kindergarten and other programs around town.  And, 
we’ll be saying hello to new children who will be a part of our ECDC family!  Our 
returning kids are looking forward to moving into a new classroom and learning 
all sorts of new things.  The staff will spend August 17

th
 and 18

th
 in staff 

development days making preparations and getting rooms ready for new kids 
and the new year.  The 2015-2016 school year begins with a bang Wednesday, 
August 19

th
! 

 

Guess I’m jumping ahead a little – ‘cause we aren’t done with our summer fun 
YET!  The circus is coming, the circus is coming!  We’ll be exploring all about the 
three rings and animals!  During Jesus time we will be learning about being 
“fishers of men” – a pretty appropriate send-off for our oldest friends! Plus, 
explore other jobs we find in the Bible and about the Holy Trinity (as we review 
all that we have learned from the Bible the last twelve months). Not to mention 
Frosty Treat Fridays!  Our Seniors had a fun year end swim adventure at the 
Racquet Club – bunch of little fishes for sure! 
 

The Board of Christian Education will be reviewing the results of this year’s 
parent survey at their August meeting. Forty-two out of 54 families 
responded—that’s a 77.8% return!  The majority of the responses and 
comments were very positive – what a blessing! But there is always room for 
improvement so as we head into the new school year we will be addressing 
some of the concerns shared.  First and foremost, the Board wants you – our 
Grace Lutheran congregation as well as the families we serve – to know that 
ECDC will continue its commitment to being a child-care program that provides 
quality care addressing all areas of care, including appropriate developmental 
and educational opportunities; and as our mission statement states in part 
“The play-based and child-focused curriculum at Grace, therefore, aims to 
develop well-rounded individuals who acknowledge the daily presence of Christ 
in their lives.”  What a challenge – what a blessing! 
 

One more thing – an INVITATION!  Friday, August 14
th

 we will be having our 
end of year program and party.  The festivities begin in Parker Hall at 3:30p.m. 
with our program and graduation.  We’ll then move downstairs to a party 
hosted by the Board of Christian Education.  Please come join us if you can – it 
would be an excellent opportunity to view firsthand this ministry of our 
congregation, and to meet and thank the many families that entrust us with 
their children! 



 

Until next month God’s continued blessings to each of you — Colleen 


