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“An Office and an Ordination” 
 “How then will they call on Him in whom they have not 

believed?  And how are they to believe in Him of whom they have never 

heard?  And how are they to hear without someone preaching?  And 

how are they to preach unless they are sent?  As it is written, ‘How 

beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!’  But they 

have not all obeyed the gospel.  For Isaiah says, ‘Lord, who has believed 

what he has heard from us?’  So faith comes from hearing, and hearing 

through the word of Christ.”  (Romans 10:14-17) 

 It was Sunday, June 23, 1991 that I was ordained into the Office of 

the Holy Ministry in the sanctuary of St. Paul Lutheran Church, Paducah, 

Kentucky, where I was baptized in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, October 25, 1953, where I went through the Rite of 

Confirmation, May, 14, 1967, and where I was married to Paula on August 

4, 1979.  Now as a child I do remember my father taking me out because I 

was not behaving.  I remember the various Christmas programs in which I 

said my recitations.  I sang in several cantatas there and a few solos from the 

balcony.  Don’t tell my father-in-law, but I slept through a few of his 

sermons.  However that was where I heard the reading of the lectionary 

week in and week out.  Church was an expected part of every weekend.  

That was just how I was raised.  It was also a place where I worshipped with 

many of my relations on my mother’s side of the family.  Dad’s side of the 

family attended Emanuel Lutheran Church in Lancaster, Ohio.    

My father-in-law had suggested to me in my early teenage years 

that I needed to pray about becoming a pastor.  So did some of the older 

members of the congregation.  I remember them well, even as I remember 

telling them that was not what I wanted to do.  Sometimes things change, or 

maybe better said, the Lord has His way with us.  By being one untimely 

called I did avoid our college and seminary issues of the early 1970s.  So 

twelve years delayed, in the presence of my church family I was given a new 
name, as my father-in-law preached in his sermon to me. ‘I became “Pastor.’  

A month later at Christ Lutheran Church in White Cloud, Michigan, I was 

installed as their Pastor.  It was a hot July afternoon.  Air-conditioning is the 

exception up north.  There were two preachers that preached that afternoon.  

I guess they had heard about me and I needed a double dose. 



On Sunday, August 18
th
 at 4:00 p.m., Joshua Alan Ralston will be 

ordained in the sanctuary in which he grew up and where his grandfather, 

The Rev. Arnold Wagner served as Pastor from 1974 to 1981.  Josh 

benefited from a Lutheran education from pre-school through the eleventh 

grade, and then he attended Concordia University Nebraska where he 

received his undergraduate degree and then enrolled as a seminarian at 

Concordia Theological Seminary – Fort Wayne, Indiana.  After four years he 

graduated this spring with his Masters of Divinity degree and received his 

first Call from the Lord through His people at Zion Lutheran Church in 

London (Augsburg), Arkansas.  Josh will be installed as their Pastor on 

Sunday, August 25
th
. 

Therefore two congregations get to celebrate the Lord’s work 

through His people.  Certainly the folks at Zion – Augsburg are excited to 

receive Josh and Rachel into their community.  They will be kind and patient 

as Josh begins his service to them in the Lord’s name.  I have appreciated 

your patience and love over the years because, as I shared with Josh in 

Confirmation and Sunday School and Vacation Bible School and in Divine 

Service, we are all sinners who fall short of the glory of God and need His 

forgiveness. So as Christians we share in that forgiveness with one another. 

It is important for us to understand that whoever holds the office of 

Pastor is a servant of Christ sharing the Lord’s gifts with His people.  Our 

church body does an excellent job of training us to serve in that vocation.  I 

remain thankful to the many professors who taught me.  As with pastors, 

some were better than others, but they were those who prepared us to care 

for the sheep of the Good Shepherd and they deserved our love and respect.  

It is when all of us realize that the Church (big C and little c) is the Lord’s 

and by grace He has brought us into His Kingdom so that we might be 

equipped to use our gifts to His glory and the benefit of our neighbor. 

The Office of the Holy Ministry was established by Christ Jesus!  

Jesus selected the twelve disciples whom, less Judas, were made His 

apostles as Jesus spoke to them and sent them before His Ascension saying, 

“All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go therefore 

and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things 

that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end 

of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20) 

In the Augsburg Confession, one of the confessional writings of the 

Lutheran Church, it is put forth in this way, “So that we may obtain this 

faith, the ministry of teaching the Gospel and administering the Sacraments 

was instituted.  Through the Word and Sacraments, as through instruments, 

the Holy Spirit is given (John 20:22).  He works faith, when and where it 

pleases God (John 3:8), in those who hear the good news that God justifies 



those who believe that they are received into grace for Christ’s sake.  This 

happens not through our own merits, but for Christ’s sake.”  (Augsburg 

Confession, Article 5)  “Our churches teach that no one should publicly 

teach in the Church, or administer the Sacraments, without a rightly ordered 

call.” (Augsburg Confession, Article 14) 

Being prepared to be a pastor is not something that happens over-

night.  There is much preparation and training that is necessary.  The prayers 

of God’s people to raise up workers for the harvest field is essential.  Laura 

Schaumburg and Alvin Plewke were a couple of St. Paul members who 

encouraged and prayed for me.  I am sure that Josh is thankful for your 

prayers and your encouragement.  There has been financial support for his 

long time of under-graduate and graduate education.  Many of you have used 

the ‘Scholarship Fund’ envelopes regularly or from time to time.  The Craft 

Show has benefitted our students and so that hard work has been a blessing 

to the Church from this congregation.  At the same time the far-sighted 

ground work to establish a Grace Lutheran Endowment Fund in the late 

1990s and early 2000s by Larry Behnke and others has been and continues 

to be a blessing to Grace Congregation.  The Larry and Myra Behnke 

Memorial Scholarship Fund and the Irvin and Sherry Clawitter Educational 

Endowment Fund have generated thousands of dollars to be used to assist 

students attending one of our Concordia Universities and Seminaries.  This 

is an opportunity there for others to reflect upon their blessings and be 

generous for the sake of our congregation and the Church at large. 

St. Paul in the opening verses that I used gives us the reason why 

this is important for all of us to consider.  “How then will they call on Him 

in whom they have not believed?  And how are they to believe in Him of 

whom they have never heard?  And how are they to hear without someone 

preaching?  And how are they to preach unless they are sent? 

You know, I have always laughed to myself when I hear “How 

beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news.”  I am not sure 

about Josh and his feet, but mine are not very beautiful.  But what makes all 

of our feet beautiful is when we use them serve one another and our 

neighbor and to glorify God in Christ Jesus whose feet were nailed to the 

cross so that we might have forgiveness and life.  Pastors share this Good 

News by visiting the homebound with Word and Sacrament, the hospitalized 

by sharing with them Holy Scripture and prayer, new parents and the joy of 

new life, the confused teenager, the bride and the groom, the family 

saddened by the death of a loved one, the son or daughter who has come to 
their senses and returned to the sheepfold.  This begins for us at the font in 

the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 

Thankful to be your Pastor and Joshua’s – Pastor Walter    



Security at Grace 
 Over a year ago, following the church shooting in Sutherland 

Springs, Texas, some members of Grace congregation and some of the 

members of the Board of Elders requested that something be done to 

increase the security at Grace.  Several projects were proposed.  They 

included the addition of video cameras that could watch the exterior 

entrances of the church, the addition of a locking system that could 

automatically lock the exterior doors and the rekeying of the existing 

locks to reduce the number of keys out for the exterior doors. 

 The first part of this project was the implementation of additional 

video cameras to observe the areas around the exterior entrances of the 

original church building, the Family Life Center and our day care/school 

(ECDC).  Since the school shooting at Sandy Hook in Newton, 

Connecticut in 2012, we installed a magnetic locking system with coded 

entry at the various entrances in the Family Life Center, upstairs and 

downstairs and at the bridge door that adjoined the original structure.  

We also had changed the type of glass that we had in our doors.  At the 

same time we had a camera system installed for observation and security 

purposes in the lower level (ECDC) of the Family Life Center. 

 It was proposed that sixteen exterior cameras be added to our 

campus.  To date, fifteen have been installed and have been operational 

for some time.  So our campus from the west (Hillcrest and North 

Lookout at Kavanaugh) to the east, (our property line on Hillcrest 

bordered on the south by Hillcrest and the north side of our buildings 

which look out to North Lookout) can be viewed by those cameras.  The 

streaming video from these cameras can be viewed on two separate 

monitors, one in the Ushers’ room and one in the Sacristy.  Our ushering 

crews can view these images to see the activities that are going on 

outside of our buildings throughout our property and react if necessary.  

The video from these cameras is recorded and is kept for about a week.  

This video can be exported and kept permanently if necessary.   

 The next step in this security project was the addition of 

magnetic locks on all of the exterior exits in the Church complex (Old 

Structure and an update of those previously installed in the Family Life 

Center).  The exception is with the nursery in our ECDC.  This exit was 

added to the daycare because of a requirement of the local Fire Marshal.  

This door can only be opened from the inside and is alarm activated.  It 

allows speedy exit to the outside in the event of a fire.   

There are fourteen exits combined between the original structure 

and the Family Life Center.  Three of them are only for emergencies and 



are kept locked with the mechanical locks as well as the magnetic locks.  

The remaining eleven doors are locked the majority of the time, but fire 

code requires that they are always available as exits.  The Ushers usually 

unlock the mechanical locks when the building is occupied.  The doors 

for the Family Life Center are constructed so that they can always be 

used as exits by pushing the push bar on every door.  There are motion 

detectors associated with each of the magnetic locks that turns off its 

lock when the door is approached from the inside.  In case the motion 

detector fails there is also a pushbutton with a timer associated with each 

magnetic lock.  When the button is pressed the power to its associated 

lock is removed for thirty seconds to allow a person to exit the building 

as long as the button is held.  There are three safeties associated with 

each lock.  There is a schedule for each door as to when it is locked with 

the mechanical lock.  This schedule is updated every Sunday to agree 

with the Church calendar.  The Ushers normally lock and unlock the 

mechanical locks.  A computer locks and unlocks the magnetic locks 

according to the schedule.  (So if the mechanical locks are unlocked but 

the magnetic locks are in place, no one can enter from the outside.  Once 

again exiting from the inside is always possible.) 

There is an added security feature that is a mobile wireless 

button carried by the Ushering team during the Service.  If this button is 

pressed all of the magnetic locks turn on.  All of the card readers turn off.  

All of the motion detectors turn off.  The green button by each door will 

still allow a person to exit the building.  If this feature is activated it is 

called “lockdown.”  When the system is in this state the object is to keep 

any additional people from entering our buildings, not to keep people 

inside the building from leaving.  There is then a means to return the 

system to normal.  When in lockdown, all access cards and FOBs will 

not allow access, neither will any manual codes. 

There is one final part of this project which is to rekey all of the 

existing mechanical door locks.  This will allow us to remove all access 

allowed by all the lost and misplaced keys that have been issued in the 

last twenty years.  Those who require regular access will be given new 

keys prior to the implementation of the new key system later this year. 

Robert Nichols 

 

We have been blessed by the work of several folks with this project.  But 

we should be especially thankful to Carole and Bob Nichols who have 

graciously spent countless hours implementing this project!         Pastor 



 “Growth” 
 
Greetings in Christ!  

 

We are currently in the time of the Church Year that is sometimes 

referred to as the “green season!” You may notice that green is the 

color of the paraments in the Sanctuary. Green is by far the color we 

see most often during the church year, and it is used during the 

seasons of Epiphany and Pentecost, the latter of which we are 

currently in. The Season of Pentecost can last from 22 to 28 Sundays, 

with green being the color for all but a few of those. In total, green 

may be used from six to eight months out of the year! 

 

Green is a color symbolic of growth, signifying our need to grow and 

mature as disciples of Jesus Christ and representing God’s work in the 

Church. How do we grow in Christ? When we come to worship, we 

receive God’s gracious gifts of Word and Sacrament. As God gathers 

us around His gifts, He is present with us and draws us to Himself, 

giving us His mercy, forgiveness, love, joy, peace, power and 

comfort. As we are reminded of the joyful news that we are forgiven 

and justified by faith in Jesus Christ, we are encouraged to share this 

message with others. 

 

Growth happens all around us during these summer months. Here at 

Grace, we had Vacation Bible School this week, where children, 

parents, and many others have heard of the “Miraculous Mission,” 

that Jesus has saved us and given us new life! During our time in 

VBS, we learned, sang and shared that God has fearfully and 

wonderfully created us; that His Word is true; that Jesus was born for 

us and was given that we might have eternal life, and that Jesus reigns 

and is the same yesterday, today and forever! 

 

Growth also happens for each of us in our lives and vocations, both at 

home and at work! During the summer, students are in between 

school years, families take vacations to recharge and spend time 

together, and others use some of the “down time” to jump back into 

their own education. In the month of June, I spent four weeks at my 

alma mater, Concordia University Wisconsin in Mequon, to continue 

my studies in the Master of Church Music program. During these 

weeks, I took three courses in addition to organ lessons. By the time 



we finish the program coursework, we will have studied conducting, 

music theory, music history, music in worship, hymnody and our 

primary instruments. As of this summer, I have finished the in-class 

work for the program and will reach the capstone of the program next 

summer! I sincerely appreciate the encouragement and support the 

congregation has given me as I work through the program. It is a 

blessing to be able to grow in the Word and the vocation of church 

musician while also building friendships with other church musicians 

from our Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod and other Christian 

denominations! 

 

God’s blessings to you on the rest of the summer! 

 

In His Service, 

 

Charlie Russell, Director of Parish Music 
  

 

 

 

Starting September  4th, 2019 

Women’s Bible Study! 
 

Mark your calendars for the first Wednesday of each 

month at 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  You bring your 

own salad or sandwich and desserts and beverage 

will be provided. Don’t forget your Bible!  Your 

neighbors and friends are welcome, too.   

Questions?  Please contact Eileen Esget 

(elleen.esgete@gmail.com)(text: 612-817-9401). 

 

 

 



Greetings from Eileen Esget  

Deaconess Intern 
 

By the time you read this, I expect to have completed one 

year of Deaconess studies at CTSFW, having returned home 

from two weeks Intensives.  Arriving on Saturday, July 6th, I 

quickly settled into the dorm routine, greeting new and 

returning Deaconesses, 20 women total,  from across the 

United States.  Attending Shepherd of the City Lutheran 

Church for the Liturgy and Communion Sunday morning was 

especially meaningful as it is one of the oldest in the Missouri 

Synod.  The Professor that taught one of our classes earlier in 

the year is the Pastor there.  Monday 7:30 am began Pauline 

Epistles, continuing through to 4:45 pm with a break at 9:30 

am for chapel.  We attended chapel again at 4:45 pm every day.  

We were privileged to hear from several South African Bishops 

who are studying on campus and brought us the Word.  What 

joy they bring with the Good News of salvation through Christ 

Jesus!   

 

One evening we went to the Burmese Neighborhood 

Outreach where a weekly meal is served and a Bible study 

taught.  We dished up a hearty supper, and conversed with the 

people living in this blighted area. Other evenings we met with 

Professors to discuss progress and the program, and one 

evening was dinner with the Professors and their wives.  Our 

Theology of Mission class met in the evenings and on Saturday.  

The second week was Heaven on Earth taught by Professor 

Grime, who chaired the Commission on Worship of The 

Lutheran Church Missouri Synod.  We walked through, cover to 

cover, the Lutheran Service Book.  What a joy to sing through 

the 5 settings of the Divine Service, hymns, canticles, psalms 

and hidden treasures within the hymnal!  Of course, there were 

papers to write and much reading. 

 



After a very brief respite, classes begin August 26.  Fall 

classes are Gospels II Theology in Luke and Acts, History of 

Diakonia and the Church in the Modern Era, together with 

Deaconess Practicum.  

 

Questions about the Deaconess program?  Drop me an 

email (eileen.esget@gmail.com) or text (612-817-9401).  I look 

forward to hearing from you.  

 

 

 

 

Joshua Alan Ralston 

Ordination 

Grace Lutheran Church 

August 18th, 4:00 p.m. 

 

T     T     T 

 

Installation  

August 25th, 4:00 p.m. 

Zion Lutheran Church  

93 Augsburg Road 
London (Augsburg) Arkansas  

 

 

 



THOSE WHO SERVE in AUGUST 

 

ACOLYTE SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Service – Emma Schnackenberg 

                                 Joshua Schnackenberg 

10:45 a.m. Service – Hope Hammond 

 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 

August 4
th

 – 10:45 Service – Dave Schroeder 

August 12
th

 – 8:15 Service – Raymond Harrill 

August 18
th

 – 10:45 Service – Tim Sweeney 

August 25
th

 – 8:15 Service – Claude Riggin  

                 
 USHERS’ SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Service   

Roy Andrews, Roy Bullard, John Ketcher, Gary Proud 

10:45 a.m. Service  

Jon Cline, David Faulkner, Wes Mainard, Chris Pils 

 
CANTORS’ SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Service – Bob Wilimzig 

10:45 a.m. Service – Jonathan Cline 

 
GREETERS’ SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Service – Roy and Ame Andrews 

10:45 a.m. Service – Marietta Gutierrez 

 
ALTAR GUILD SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Service – Lori Jones and Linda Riggin 

10:45 a.m. Service – Karolyn Ziemer 
Wednesday Mid-Week Service – Suzanne Raddle  

 
If you are unable to serve please ask someone to fill in for you  

and then call the church office. 

 



GRACE FAMILY NEWS AND NOTES 
 

WELCOME – In our 8:15 Service July 21
st
, Carrie Kaitlyn 

Blackmon was received into communicant membership in our 

Grace congregation by Holy Baptism and Adult Confirmation.  

Please welcome Carrie to our Grace family. 
 

WELCOME – In our 8:15 Service July 21
st
, Dominik Florimond 

Gruenwald was received into communicant membership in our 

Grace congregation by Adult Confirmation.  Please welcome 

Dominik to our Grace family.  
 

CONGRATULATIONS to Sandi and Michael Middaugh on the 

birth of their daughter Sybil Rose Middaugh on July 23
rd

.  Riley 

Middaugh is Sybil’s grandmother. Congratulations to the 

Middaugh family. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to Melanie and Joel Stuursma on the birth 

of their daughter Penelope Jessica on July 27
th

 in Chicago.  

Penelope’s great grandfather is Jack Funk.    Congratulations and 

God’s blessings to the Stuursma and Funk families. 

 
 

 

FELLOWSHIP CLUB 
 

“Indoor Summer Cook-out” 
 

Tuesday, August 27th  
5:30 p.m. 

                                                                                                         

The Fellowship Club will meet for an “Indoor Summer Cook-

out” on Tuesday, August 27
th

, at 5:30 p.m. in Parker Hall.  

Pastor and Paula will host the Cook-out.  More details will follow 

in the bulletin. Mark your calendar and make plans to attend. 

 

 



 
 

Grace Lutheran Church 
 

Board  Positions 
 

GRACE BOARD MEMBERS – Would you like to use your 

gifts and talents in service to the Lord here at Grace?   

 

To serve on any of the following Grace boards, please 

share your name with the director of that board to be 

considered as decisions are being made to fill positions 

for next year.  

 

Each board position is a 2-year commitment. 

 

 Board of Church Properties – John Ketcher 

 Board of Christian Education – Bob Bryant 

Board of Evangelism – Shaun Baker 

 Board of Endowment – Ralph Olsen 

 Board of Parish Fellowship – Diane Roberts 

 Board of Stewardship – Dave Graf 

 Board of Young People’s Work – Dave Roberts   

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 

GRACE VBS - MISSION ACCOMPLISHED !!! 
 

THANK YOU 
VOLUNTEERS!!!! 

 
 
OUR THANKS to everyone who helped make our 

Vacation Bible School a success.  We appreciate all those 

who gave of their time and we especially thank Diane 

Roberts for serving as the Vacation Bible School 

director. 

 

 

   

 



STEWARDSHIP BUDGET RE-CAP 

2019 budget totals $534,388  
which is an average weekly 

General Fund contribution requirement of $10,276 
 

 Budget needs through July 28     $308,280 
Actual expenses through July 28  $303,495 
 
Contributions to General Fund from all sources $316,990* 
Average weekly contribution through July 28                $10,566 
 
In summary, General Fund giving for the year is $13,495   
more than actual expenses.  
 
Non-budget giving to designated funds through July 28             $14,160 
 
*These contributions include a monthly payment from ECDC to help 
offset expenses. They  also include some memorials and 
honorariums which are not designated to specific funds. 

 
 

 

 
 

NOON DEVOTIONS WITH PASTOR 

Parker Hall 

Thursday, August 15
th
 – 12:00 noon 

 

Noon Devotions with Pastor is Thursday, August 15
th

, at 

12:00 noon in Parker Hall.  Bring your sandwich and join us for 

Bible study and fellowship. Drinks, chips, and dessert are 

provided.  We eat first and then Pastor Walter shares a devotional 

Bible study with us.  Bring a friend and join us …this is a 

wonderful opportunity for fellowship!! 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE  

 

Volunteers Needed to Serve 
 
 

  COFFEE HOST SIGN UP – Please take a minute and sign 

  up for the Sunday on which you wish to serve.  The sign-up  

  sheet is on the bulletin board by the Parlor.  
 
 

  The schedule for August, 2019 is: 

 

  August 4     _____________________________ 

 

  August 11   _____________________________ 

 

  August 18    Board of Christian Education 

 

  August 25          _____________________________ 

 

   

   The schedule for September, 2019 is: 

 

  Sept. 1        _____________________________ 

 

  Sept. 8    ____________________________ 

 

  Sept. 15 
 

    _____________________________ 

 

  Sept. 22         _____________________________ 

 

  Sept. 29         _____________________________ 

  

       

 



         BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND GOD'S BLESSINGS to  
Grace Family Members in the month of August: 

  1 - Natasha Graf  

  3 - Jeff Ralston, Elwanda Wells 

  8 - Ginger Litwa, Greg Warren 

11 - Melanie Davis 

13 - Stephen Nichols, Charles Stein  

15 - Benjamin Hardman, Doris Holzhauer  

19 - Elijah Reeder 

20 - Jane Schroeder 

21 - Roy Bullard. Arlene Hughes, Patti Wolfenberger 

22 - Samantha Morrison 

23 - Daniel Woodyard 

24 - David Mainard, Charlie Stein  

28 - Josh Schnackenberg 

29 - Hope Hammond, Amber Solomon, Faye Stillman 

30 – Alexander Goodrich, Mary Rosenkostter, Angie Wright 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY to these couples in August: 

  1 - Suzanne and John Lambert   

  4 - Paula and Pastor Walter 

  7 - Sandy and Jon Lindemann  

  8 - Tammy and Terry Hill, Angie and Jeramy Stephens 

  9 - Stephanie and David Cannon  

10 - Pat and Jack Funk 

13 - Ginny and Jeff Ralston 

14 - Lisa and Jeff Hicks 

21 - Patti and Klaus Wolfenberger 

23 - Katie and Michael Litwa 

26 - Ann and Owen Stoker 

27 - Kelley and John Wilkins 

30 - Linnea and Tommy Weed 
 

We apologize if we have missed your birthday or anniversary; please let us 

know in the church office so we can update our records. Thank you!! 

 

 

 

 



 
BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES AT GRACE 

 

Our nursery, downstairs in the church, is also available to take care 

of the infants and toddlers on Sunday morning not only during 

both Worship Services but also during Sunday School and Bible 

Class time.  Mary Ann Dyer is our nursery attendant.  
 

 

 
 
 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS – Pastor Walter’s class meets each 

Sunday morning at 9:45 a.m. upstairs in the Family Life 

Center in Parker Hall.  Pastor Walter continues a study with 

the book of John – God’s Word for Today.     

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES for children ages 3 through 6

th
 

grade are held in the lower level of the Family Life Center. 

Parents are invited to join us for the opening service at 9:45 

each Sunday. Contact Colleen Moorman for more details.   

 
JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH - Their class meets at 9:45 a.m. on 

Sunday in their classroom downstairs in the church.  Joel 

Junkans will lead the class each Sunday morning.   

 
SENIOR HIGH YOUTH - Their class meets each Sunday at 

9:45 a.m. in their classroom downstairs in the church.  

Jonathan Cline and Charlie Russell lead\the class each 

Sunday morning. 

 
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY class meets each Wednesday morning at 

6:30 a.m. in the Parlor here at Grace.  Pastor Walter leads this 

Bible Study each week. 



ECDC News & Notes . . 

.  
 

Soon we will be saying good-bye to some of our children.  Our prayers go with 
them as they go off to Kindergarten and other programs around town.  And, 
we’ll be saying hello to new children who will be a part of our ECDC family!  Our 
returning kids are looking forward to moving into a new classroom and learning 
all sorts of new things.  The staff will spend August 14

th
 through 16

th
 in staff 

development days making preparations and getting rooms ready for new kids 
and the new year.  The 2019-2020 school year begins with a bang Monday, 
August 19

th
! 

I’m jumping ahead a little because we aren’t done with our summer 
fun YET!  The circus is coming, the circus is coming!  We’ll be exploring all about 
the three rings and animals! During Jesus time we will be learning about being 
“fishers of men” – a pretty appropriate send-off for our oldest friends! Plus, 
exploring other jobs we find in the Bible and about the Holy Trinity (as we 
review all that we have learned from the Bible the last twelve months).  

The Board of Christian Education reviewed the results of this year’s 
parent survey at their July meeting.  As always the number of replies from our 
families was awesome!  The responses and comments were very positive – 
what a blessing!  Yet, there is always room for improvement so as we head into 
the new school year the staff will explore ways to keep us on the cutting edge 
during our three days of staff development.  Be assured that ECDC will continue 
its commitment to being a child-care program that provides quality care 
addressing all areas of care, including appropriate developmental and 
educational opportunities. Our mission statement states in part “The play-
based and child-focused curriculum at Grace Lutheran ECDC aims to develop 
well-rounded individuals who acknowledge the daily presence of Christ in their 
lives.”  What a challenge – what a blessing! 

Speaking of blessings – ECDC recently received a generous donation 
from Charles and Mary Kathryn Stein to purchase a new laptop and desktop 
computer!  What a great addition to begin our new school year!  Thanks to Bob 
Nichols for getting both programed and running!  Blessings are abundant from 
our Grace Lutheran congregation!! 

One more thing – an INVITATION!  Friday, August 9
th

 we will be having 
our end of year program and party.  The festivities begin in Parker Hall at 
3:30p.m. with our program and graduation.  We’ll then move downstairs to a 
party hosted by the Board of Christian Education.  Please come join us if you 
can – it would be an excellent opportunity to view firsthand this ministry of our 
congregation, and to meet and thank the many families that entrust us with 
their children! 



Until next month, God’s continued blessings to each of you — Colleen  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Both team teachers and substitutes are 
needed to round out our Super Sunday School 
Staff.  If you would like to serve in this 

capacity or have questions prior to committing, please call (663-
0755) or email (ecdc@gracelutheranlr.org) Colleen 

 

 

WANTED: SPECIAL PEOPLE to share 
God’s Word with our Sunday 
School children and young people.  
YOU ARE SPECIAL!    We want 
YOU!  This is most certainly true!   

mailto:ecdc@gracelutheranlr.org

