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THE ORDER OF EVENING PRAYER 
FOR THE WEEK OF THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

PRAYER UPON ENTERING THE CHURCH 

 Lord God, heavenly Father, You grant me forgiveness of sins and You remember 
them no more.  When I am burdened by my past You assure me that as far as the east 
is from the west You have removed my sins from me.  I rejoice that you have given me 
forgiveness and that you have given me hope unto eternal life.  Keep me steadfast in 
my faith and empower me by Your Holy Spirit to amend my sinful life and live for Him 
who gave His life into death for me, even Jesus Christ.  In His name I pray.  Amen    

WELCOME 

 This is a busy time of year.  It is good that you have chosen to take this time to 
be here this evening.  There are many things for us to do in this season and there does 
not seem to be enough time to do them.  Use this time to be strengthened by God’s 
Word, refreshed by the Gospel which is the power to salvation.  If you are visiting with 
us and have any questions about Grace Congregation, please speak with our Pastor.  
We invite you to come and worship with us again. 

AS WE GATHER 

 Advent has long been a time of preparation, preparation for the celebration of 
Christmas, our Lord’s first coming, and for recognizing that He will come again in 
power and glory to judge the living and the dead.     
 Just as many of us may wish to take a closer look at our genealogies, only to 
find that some of those in our family tree might better be kept away in a closet, so too 
we may wonder about some of those found on Christ’s family tree.  In particular there 
are five women found in Matthew’s genealogy of Jesus.  There has been much 
speculation as to why they are included.  One interpretation is that “God can use even 
the humble and despised to accomplish His purpose.”  This evening we consider 
Bathsheba: The wife of someone else.  Matthew does not even mention her by name 
referring to her as the wife of Uriah.  We do not know much about Bathsheba but she 
could not have known that she would become a part of the lineage of the Messiah, 
even if it was because of circumstances outside of her own control.  She was a faithful 
wife who caught the eye of a king.  This was Israel’s great King David who shows us 
that even those who are great in our sight are merely beggars in God’s sight. 
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Prelude Christmas Medley ~ Ray Pool 
 

Ringing of the Church Bell 
 

 

Service of Light 
 

Stand 

 

Versicles 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



- 3 - 

 

Phos Hilaron: O Light Whose Splendor  LSB 891 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
© 1989 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011479. 
 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving For Light 
  

P Blessed are You, O Lord, our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a 

pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of 

Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are 

merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
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Psalmody 

 
Psalm  Psalm 126:1–6 

 

P  When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 

C  we were like those who dream. 

P  Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 

C  and our tongue with shouts of joy; 

P  then they said among the nations, 

C  “The LORD has done great things for them.” 

P  The LORD has done great things for us; 

C  we are glad. 

P  Restore our fortunes, O LORD, 

C  like streams in the Negeb! 

P  Those who sow in tears 

C  shall reap with shouts of joy! 

P  He who goes out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, 

C  shall come home with shouts of joy, bringing his sheaves with him. 

C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen 

 

Readings 

 

Old Testament Reading  2 Samuel 11:1–27 
 

In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab, and his 

servants with him, and all Israel. And they ravaged the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But 

David remained at Jerusalem. 

It happened, late one afternoon, when David arose from his couch and was walking on the 

roof of the king’s house, that he saw from the roof a woman bathing; and the woman was 

very beautiful. And David sent and inquired about the woman. And one said, “Is not this 

Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?” So David sent messengers 

and took her, and she came to him, and he lay with her. (Now she had been purifying herself 



- 5 - 

 

from her uncleanness.) Then she returned to her house. And the woman conceived, and she 

sent and told David, “I am pregnant.” 

So David sent word to Joab, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent Uriah to David. 

When Uriah came to him, David asked how Joab was doing and how the people were doing 

and how the war was going. Then David said to Uriah, “Go down to your house and wash 

your feet.” And Uriah went out of the king’s house, and there followed him a present from the 

king. But Uriah slept at the door of the king’s house with all the servants of his lord, and did 

not go down to his house. When they told David, “Uriah did not go down to his house,” 

David said to Uriah, “Have you not come from a journey? Why did you not go down to your 

house?” Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah dwell in booths, and my lord Joab 

and the servants of my lord are camping in the open field. Shall I then go to my house, to eat 

and to drink and to lie with my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, I will not do this 

thing.” Then David said to Uriah, “Remain here today also, and tomorrow I will send you 

back.” So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the next. And David invited him, and he 

ate in his presence and drank, so that he made him drunk. And in the evening he went out to 

lie on his couch with the servants of his lord, but he did not go down to his house. 

In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it by the hand of Uriah. In the letter he 

wrote, “Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest fighting, and then draw back from him, that 

he may be struck down, and die.” And as Joab was besieging the city, he assigned Uriah to 

the place where he knew there were valiant men. And the men of the city came out and fought 

with Joab, and some of the servants of David among the people fell. Uriah the Hittite also 

died. Then Joab sent and told David all the news about the fighting. And he instructed the 

messenger, “When you have finished telling all the news about the fighting to the king, then, 

if the king’s anger rises, and if he says to you, ‘Why did you go so near the city to fight? Did 

you not know that they would shoot from the wall? Who killed Abimelech the son of 

Jerubbesheth? Did not a woman cast an upper millstone on him from the wall, so that he died 

at Thebez? Why did you go so near the wall?’ then you shall say, ‘Your servant Uriah the 

Hittite is dead also.’” 

So the messenger went and came and told David all that Joab had sent him to tell. The 

messenger said to David, “The men gained an advantage over us and came out against us in 

the field, but we drove them back to the entrance of the gate. Then the archers shot at your 

servants from the wall. Some of the king’s servants are dead, and your servant Uriah the 

Hittite is dead also.” David said to the messenger, “Thus shall you say to Joab, ‘Do not let 

this matter trouble you, for the sword devours now one and now another. Strengthen your 

attack against the city and overthrow it.’ And encourage him.” 

When the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she lamented over her 

husband. And when the mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his house, and she 

became his wife and bore him a son. But the thing that David had done displeased the LORD. 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 

 
The Holy Gospel  Matthew 1:1–6 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 

Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of 

Judah and his brothers, and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the 

father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram, and Ram the father of Amminadab, and 

Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, and Salmon the father 

of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and 

Jesse the father of David the king. 

And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah,  

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Sit 

 
Sermon Hymn: What Hope! An Eden Prophesied  LSB 342 
 

 
 

 
 
© 1998 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011479. 

 
Sermon Matthew 1:6 

 

 “An Interesting ‘Christ’mas Tree” 
The Wife of Uriah 
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Stand 

 
Catechism: The Third Commandment  

 

P      What is the third commandment? 

C  Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
  

P What does this mean? 

C  We should fear and love God so that we do not despise preaching and His Word, 

but hold it sacred and gladly hear and learn it. 

 
Offering Interlude ~ Benjamin Britten 

 

 
Stand 
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Canticle 

 

Magnificat: My Soul Rejoices  LSB 933 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
© 1991 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011479. 
Public domain 
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Prayer 
 

Litany 
  

Service Note:  The congregation's response may begin just as the leader's petition ends so that the word "Lord" is sung 

simultaneously by both leader and congregation. 
 

 

 
   

P For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For Matthew, our Synodical President, and Roger, our District President, for all pastors in 

Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For our President, for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, 

that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who 

toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and 

abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

The prayers then continue: 

  

 

 

 
  

Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
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Collect For Peace 
  

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to 

us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to 

obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our 

enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

 

Luther's Evening Prayer 
  

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 

have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins 

where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night.  For into Your hands 

I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with 

me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen 

 

 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13 

  

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth  

       as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses  

    as we forgive those  

    who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory  

            forever and ever. Amen 
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Benedicamus [Psalm 103:1] 
 

 

 
 

 

Benediction 
  

 
 

 

Closing Hymn: God, Who Made the Earth and Heaven Printed on the next line. 

 

 
Postlude God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen ~ Yolanda Kondonassis 

 

 
 
 

T     T     T  
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Closing Hymn: God, Who Made the Earth and Heaven  LSB 877 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Public domain 
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THOSE WHO SERVE 
 

 

Pastor: Rev. James C. Walter 

Organist: Charles Russell 

Acolyte: James Junkans 

Choirs: Handbell Choir 

Harp:: Alisa Coffey 

Greeter: Debbie Penny 

Ushers: Robert Jones, Robert Nichols, Robert  Wilimzig  

Altar Guild: Suzanne Raddle and Wilma Richter 

Nursery Attendant: Mary Ann Dyer 

 

Our thanks to the Board of Parish fellowship and Grace Youth   

for serving our Advent dinner this evening. 


