
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
(Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod) 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 
December 16, 2018 

THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
PRAYER UPON ENTERING CHURCH 

 Lord God, heavenly Father, You have given me forgiveness of sins and everlasting life, and 

in Your gifts I rejoice.  Grant that I live my life in Christ joyfully receiving Your gifts for this body 

and life and for the life which is to come, and then sharing from these blessings with others.  Relieve 

me of my fears and anxieties through the knowledge that no one can separate me from Your love in 

Christ Jesus, in whose name I pray.  Amen 

WELCOME 

Welcome to Grace!  A blessed Advent to you!  Even though this is a very busy time of 

year, it is good that you have taken this time to hear God’s Word, read, sung and preached.  The Lord 

assures us that His Word does not return to Him empty, but accomplishes the task for which He sent 

it.  That Word creates and sustains faith in us, even as it reveals to us God’s will for us to live for Him 

and our neighbor.  Grace is a family of believers dedicated to sharing the Good News of salvation in 

Jesus Christ, whose first Advent we celebrate as we await His second coming.  If you are visiting 

please know that it is good for you to be here and we hope that you feel welcome.  If you wish to learn 

more about our teachings as drawn from God’s Word please speak with our Pastor.  We are glad you 

are here and we invite you to come and worship with us again. 
 We ask that everyone fill out an attendance registration card found at each pew and return it 

to an Usher as the Offering is collected.  Children are welcome in our Service and will be invited to 

come forward for a Children’s Message.  Parents may accompany them if they wish.  We have a 

nursery for infants and toddlers located downstairs in this building for anyone who has need. 

Restroom facilities are located downstairs as well as on this floor level across the bridge before 

entering the fellowship hall.  If you have any questions, please speak with an usher or greeter. 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 Holy Communion will be celebrated in our 10:45 Service today.  In this sacrament we receive 

Christ’s very body and blood for the forgiveness of sins.  Those who are not members of Grace are 

asked to speak with our Pastor before partaking of this sacrament so that the unity of faith might be 

established.  Thank you for honoring this request. 

AS WE GATHER 

 The Third Sunday in Advent which we mark today is also known as “Rejoice Sunday,” 

Gaudete Sunday which is the Latin word that begins today’s Introit.  Maybe St. Paul’s words seem too 

idealistic for us in our day and time.  “Rejoice in the Lord always!” may seem like quite a daunting 

task.  Yes we know moments of joy, but there are also moments of tragedy and devastation.  It is not 

possible to be always joyful.  But rejoicing is not a task that we have to add to our to-do list.  And we 

are not called to rejoice in everything always.  We are called to rejoice in the Lord always.  The God 

who rejoices over us with gladness and calms us with His undeserved love brings us into a 

relationship with Him that is filled with rejoicing at His presence and providence.  
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THE ALTAR FLOWERS  
 

 The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God and the beautification of his 

House by Dorris Deislinger in memory of her loving husband, Allen, Allen's brother 

Harold, our parents Milton and Thelma Karcher and Fred and Marie Deislinger and in 

thanksgiving for God's many blessings. 
 

THOSE WHO SERVE  
 

Pastor:                                                               Rev. James C. Walter 

Director of Parish Music:                             Charles Russell 

Secretary:                                                                         Pat Funk 

Early Childhood Center Director:                          Colleen Moorman 

Acolyte:              (8:15)      Bowman Stein 

Cantor: (8:15) Emily Junkans 

Ushers:                (8:15) Roy Andrews, Roy Bullard 

  John Ketcher, Gary Proud 

Greeters:              (8:15)               Debbie Craig, Mildred Wilkins  

Altar Guild:        (8:15)         Sheila Wilimzig 

Acolyte:            (10:45)                                       Isaac Goodrich 

Cantor:               (10:45)                          Jon Cline 

Communion Assistant: (10:45) John Calvillo 

Ushers:              (10:45) Jon Cline, David Faulkner 

  Wes Mainard, Chris PIls  

Greeters:             (10:45)       Eddie and Christina Gallarno 

Altar Guild:        (10:45)                       Dawn Cline, Ginny Ralston  

Choir:  Adult Choir 

Trombone:  Joel Junkans  

Coffee Hosts:       JOY Club Cookie Walk in Parker Hall    

Altar Guild:  (Wed. evening)     Suzanne Raddle and Wilma Richter 

Nursery Attendant:                                                Mary Ann Dyer 
   

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS - The appointed readings for next Sunday, December 23rd, the 

Fourth Sunday in Advent, are:  The Old Testament Reading: Micah 5:2-5a, The Epistle 

Reading: Hebrews 10:5-10, and The Gospel Reading:  Luke 1:39-45. 
 

Grace Lutheran Church 

P. O. Box 250769, Little Rock, AR 72225 
 

www.gracelutheranlr.org 

Telephone Number: 501-663-3631 
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THE ORDER OF DIVINE SERVICE 
FOR  

THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
 
 
 
Prelude    Hark the Glad Sound ~ Paul Bouman 

 Hark the Glad Sound ~ Paul Manz 

 
Lighting of the Chancel Candles 

 
Ringing of the Church Bell 

 
Opening Hymn: Hark the Glad Sound  LSB 349 
 

 

Confession and Absolution 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation  
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

 
Exhortation Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
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Confession of Sins (8:15) 
  

P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are 

by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and 

deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your 

grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have 

mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy 

Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to 

Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen 

 
 Mark 16:16; John 1:12 

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son 

to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name 

He gives power to become the children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. 

He that believes and is baptized shall be saved. 

 

Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen 

 

 

Confession of Sins (10:45) 
  

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of 

Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 

death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being. 
 

 [John 20:19–23] 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 

the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
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Service of the Word 

 
Introit Ps. 146:5–8; antiphon: Phil. 4:4 

 

P Rejoice in the Lord always; 

C again I will say, Rejoice. 
 

P Blessèd is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 

C whose hope is in the LORD his God, 
 

P who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, 

C who keeps faith forever; 
 

P who executes justice for the oppressed, 

C who gives food to the hungry. 
 

P The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 

C The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous. 

 
Gloria Patri 
  

 

 

 
Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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Canticle: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  LSB 357 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 
  

 
 

 
  

 
  

P Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our 

hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

  

 
 

Sit 
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Adult Choir Gaudete ~ Michael Burkhardt 
 

Latin:      Translation: 

Gaudete! Gaudete!    Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Christus est natus ex Maria virgine:  Christ is born of the Virgin Mary: 

Gaudete!     Rejoice! 

 
Old Testament Reading  Zephaniah 3:14–20 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Gradual Zech. 9:9; Ps. 118:26, alt. 
 

 
 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of | Zion.* 

Shout aloud, O daughter of Jer- | usalem. 

Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;* 

righteous and having sal- | vation. 

Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of the Lord.* 

From the house of the Lord we | bless You. 

 
Epistle  Philippians 4:4–7 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse 
  

 
 Matt. 11:10b 

P Behold, I send my messenger be- | fore your face,*  

who will prepare your way be- | fore you.  
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Holy Gospel  Luke 7:18–28 

 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventh chapter. 

  

 
 

  

The reading of the Holy Gospel. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

  

 
 

 
Apostles' Creed (8:15) 
  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen 
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Nicene Creed (10:45) 
  

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen 

 
Sit 

 
Children's Message 

 
Sermon Hymn: Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding  LSB 345 
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Sermon Philippians 4:4–7 

 

“Rejoice!” 

 
Stand 

 
Offertory Psalm 51:10–12 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 
Offering Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  

 
Stand 

 
Prayer of the Church 
  

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 

their needs.  

 

Each petition ends with the following:  
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P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
The prayers conclude with the following: 

 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 
 

 

 

 

10:45 service continues on page 12 
 

 

 

 

Service Concludes (8:15) 

 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 

 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

   as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses  

   as we forgive those  

   who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen 

 
Collect 
  

P Almighty God, grant to Your Church Your Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes down 

from above, that Your Word may not be bound but have free course and be preached to 

the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, that in steadfast faith we may serve You and, 

in the confession of Your name, abide unto the end; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
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C Amen 

 

Benediction 
  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord lift His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen 

 
Closing Hymn: Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  LSB 338 

 
Postlude Herr Christ, der einge Gottes-Sohn (BWV 601) ~ Johann Sebastian Bach 
 

 

 

 
T     T     T 

 
 

 

Service of the Sacrament (10:45) 

 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1 Psalm 136 
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Proper Preface 
  

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very 

Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that 

they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory.  

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
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The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24;  

 Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 
 

Pax Domini John 20:19 
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Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Sit 

 
Distribution 

 

Communion Instructions:  The Pastor invites the communicants, those who are able, to kneel 

and then distributes the host which may be received into the hand or the mouth.  The Elder 

distributes the individual cups.  The communicants are asked to hold their cups until the Pastor 

says, “Take and drink.” 
 

Hymn: Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness  LSB 636 sts. 1–4 
        Organ Interlude 

Hymn: Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness  LSB 636 sts. 5–8 
Hymn: The Advent of Our King  LSB 331 

 
Stand 
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Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Thanksgiving Psalm 107:1 
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Post-Communion Collect  
 

P Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent 

Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us 

pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but 

always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled 

constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 

 

 
Salutation 2 Timothy 4:22 

 

 
 

  

 

 
Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
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Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 

 
 

 

 
Closing Hymn: Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  LSB 338 

 
Postlude Herr Christ, der einge Gottes-Sohn (BWV 601) ~ Johann Sebastian Bach 
 

 

 

 

 

 

T     T     T 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Acknowledgments 
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved.  Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing 

House. 
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THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
  

SUNDAY:   8:15 a.m. – Divine Service  

  JOY Club Cookie Walk in Parker Hall 

 9:45 a.m. – Sunday School downstairs in Parker Hall 

  9:45 a.m. – Junior and Senior High classes downstairs in the church 

  9:45 a.m. – Pastor Walter’s Bible Class upstairs in Parker Hall 

 10:45 a.m. – Divine Service with Holy Communion 

  3:00 p.m. – Children’s Christmas Program 

MON - FRI:   7:30 a.m. – Early Childhood Development Center 

TUESDAY:         12:00 noon – Fellowship Club in Parker Hall 

     NO Confirmation Class Tuesday 

 5:30 p.m. – Handbell Choir 

 6:30 p.m. – Adult Choir 

WEDNESDAY:  6:30 a.m. – Men’s Bible Study (Parlor) 

  5:30 p.m. – Advent Dinner 

  7:00 p.m. – Midweek Advent Evening Prayer Service  

FRIDAY: 10:30 a.m. – ECDC Children’s Christmas Program in Parker Hall 

  

IN SUNDAY SCHOOL TODAY, the children will hear the message “The Birth of Jesus 
Foretold.” God favored Mary, choosing her to be the mother of Jesus. God favors us 
because of Jesus Christ, choosing us to be His children! Ask your children, “How did 
God show Mary, and us, His unmerited grace and favor?”  
 

PASTOR WALTER’S CLASS meets upstairs in the Family Life Center in Parker Hall.  

This morning Pastor Walter continues a study of St. Peter’s Epistles with 2 Peter. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES will meet in the lower level of the Family Life Center and 

have their regular Sunday School opening at 9:45 a.m. and then have a special Sunday 

School lesson before beginning their practice.   
 

ADVENT EVENING PRAYER SERVICE this week is “What Child is This? The Child 

Who Is John’s Joy” - is Wednesday, December 19
th

, at 7:00 p.m.  ADVENT DINNER 

will be served at 5:30 p.m. in Parker Hall prior to the Advent Service.  This week the 

ACTS group will be serving spaghetti.  Join us for dinner at 5:30 p.m. and worship at 

7:00 p.m.   
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY AND GOD’S BLESSINGS TO: 
Dec. 19 – Sammye Sue and Raymond Harrill 

Dec. 20 – Susan and Edwin Mahnken 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND GOD’S BLESSINGS TO: 
Dec. 16 – Emma Jane Ohnemus 

Dec. 17 – David Schroeder 

Dec. 19 – Gervais LeBlanc 

Dec. 22 – Carly Golladay 

 
REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:  
Cara Lindemann Giese as she has hip replacement surgery on Tuesday the 18

th
. 

Susie Barlow continues her recovery at home. 

Chris Pils continues his recovery at home. 

Judy Borchert continues her recovery at home  

Jack Funk continues his recovery at home. 

Kay Jenkins continues her recovery at The Lakes in Maumelle. 

Bob Nichols continues his recovery at home.  

 

GRACE WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP – Attendance:  Sunday 12/9 139 (8:15 – 76 and 

10:45 – 63). Midweek Advent II 12/12: 73. Offerings:  Sunday 12/9: $9,058.00. 

Midweek Advent I 12/5: $1,075.00.  Missions: $80.00. Memorials: $120.00.  Scholarship 

Fund: $80.00.  Building Fund: $180.00. 

 

THANK YOU – Our thanks to Lori Bloom for decorating the sanctuary with the beautiful 

wreaths and swags.  Also our thanks to those who helped with decorating the Christmas 

trees in the sanctuary last Saturday.  

 

“Youth Group Fundraiser - Buy a Bible Bookmark” Handwritten Bible verse 

bookmarks are inside numbered envelopes #1-66.  Buy the bookmark for number shown 

on envelope (i.e. #24 = $24).  Some envelopes have a surprise in them. Find them in the 

breezeway on Sundays and in Parker Hall on Advent Wednesdays.  Questions talk with 

Diane Roberts. 

 
COOKIE WALK – The Annual Cookie Walk is during coffee time and hosted by the 

JOY Club. Go over to Parker Hall and purchase a bag which you may fill with your 

choice of an assortment of cookies. This gives you the enjoyment of sampling many 

different cookie types while knowing that your support of the event goes toward helping 

some Grace families have a better Christmas. The JOY Club identifies a family with 

needs to whom the proceeds are donated.  If you have questions, call Bev Sanders at 425-

8806. 
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CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM –- “WHAT CHILD IS THIS?” is this afternoon 

at 3:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.   The service is immediately followed by Jesus’ birthday 

party in Parker Hall. Please join us as the children and youth of the congregation share 

the Christmas story.  

 
FELLOWSHIP CLUB will meet on Tuesday, December 18

th
, at 12:00 noon in Parker 

Hall for their Christmas lunch.  Join us for food, fun and Christmas carols!!  We’re 

catering lunch so call the church office to let us know you’re coming.   
 

MEMORIALS - 

IN MEMORY OF MR. ZACHARY ARNOLD  
TO THE GRACE MUSIC FUND 

By Margaret Schulz 
 

IN MEMORY OF MR. LEO ESGET  
TO THE GRACE GENERAL FUND 

By Ron and Russlynn Krueger 

 Ed and Susan Mahnken 

TO THE GRACE MUSIC FUND 

By Margaret Schulz 

TO CONCORDIA, FORT WAYNE  

By Janet Killough 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 


