
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
(Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod) 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 
February 24, 2019 

THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY  

PRAYER UPON ENTERING CHURCH 

 Merciful God, You show forth love and compassion when I am worthy of Your judgment.  

Your grace is sufficient for me, for Your power is made perfect in weakness.  As far as the east is 

from the west You have removed my sins and remember them no more.  Grant me to share this mercy 

and compassion with others by pointing them to the cross and empty tomb.  In Jesus’ name. Amen   

WELCOME 

 Welcome to Grace!  This season of Epiphany is coming to a close with this Sunday and the 

next when we will observe The Transfiguration of Our Lord – The Last Sunday after the Epiphany.  

Epiphany reveals both Jesus’ divine and human natures and the purpose for which He came as seen 

throughout His earthly ministry ending in His death and resurrection.  It is a blessing that you are here 

today, members and visitors alike.  It is our prayer that in this time of the Lord’s Service to us your 

faith will be strengthened through the hearing of His Word.  As we hear the Good News of salvation 

in Christ we respond to God’s grace and mercy with our hymns and prayers.  Ultimately as you leave 

this place you will do so refreshed by the Gospel for a week of service to the Lord and your neighbor. 

 We ask everyone to fill out an attendance card found at each pew and return it to an Usher 

during the Offering.  Children will be invited to come forward for a Children’s Message.  Parents may 

accompany them if they wish.  A nursery for infants and toddlers is located downstairs.  Restrooms 

are also downstairs in this building or across the bridge on this floor level before entering the 

fellowship hall.  If you have any questions please ask one of our greeters or ushers.  If you need more 

information about Grace Lutheran Church please speak with our Pastor. 

  HOLY COMMUNION 

 Holy Communion will be celebrated in the 8:15 Service today.  In this sacrament we receive 

Christ’s very body and blood for the forgiveness of sins.  Those who are not members of Grace are 

asked to speak with our Pastor before partaking of this sacrament so that the unity of faith might be 

established.  Thank you for honoring this request. 

AS WE GATHER 

 The new life in Christ we have been given is full of blessings, peace, and joy.  But this new 

life is not without its challenges to be lived out in this world.  Today we hear two of the seemingly 

impossible commands of our Lord: “Love your enemies” and “Judge not.”  Left on our own, we think 
enemies deserve retaliation and words of judgment.  But in Christ we have been given a new heart and 

spirit.  It was, after all, while we were yet sinners that Christ died for us.  That is the same self-giving 

love that we now show to others because we are witnesses to the Lord’s great and abundant mercy for 

all sinners.  Having received such grace and mercy from God for ourselves, we are set free to bring 

that same grace and mercy to others.  This is not easy, which gives us insight into the love of Christ. 
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THE ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

 The Altar Flowers are given today to the glory of God and the beautification of 

His House by Ron and Russlynn Krueger in observance of their 53
rd

 anniversary, and in 

praise and thanks for their family and God’s many blessings. 

 

THOSE WHO SERVE  
 

Pastor:                                                               Rev. James C. Walter 

Director of Parish Music:                             Charles Russell 

Secretary:                                                                         Pat Funk 

Early Childhood Center Director:                          Colleen Moorman 

Deaconess Intern:  Eileen Esget 

Acolyte:              (8:15)      Heidi Litwa 

Cantor: (8:15) Robert Wilimzig 

Communion Assistant: (8:15) Claude Riggin 

Ushers:                (8:15) Robert Wilimzig, Robert Jones, Robert Nichols  

  Richard Sanders, Raymond Harrill 

Greeter:              (8:15)               Lori Bloom  

Altar Guild:        (8:15)         Beverly Sanders 

Acolyte:            (10:45)                                       Elias ound 

Cantor:               (10:45)                          Suzanne Lambert 

Ushers:              (10:45) Tim Sweeney, Shaun Baker 

  Ron Krueger, Greg Warren  

Greeters:                          (10:45)               Ann Stoker, Cynthia McCrory, Lindsay Zweifel  

 Owen McCrory, Frederick Zweifel 

Altar Guild:        (10:45)                       Lou Alice May  

Coffee Hosts:       Paula Walter and Riley Middaugh    

Altar Guild:  (Wed. evening)     Suzanne Raddle and Wilma Richter 

Nursery Attendant:                                                Mary Ann Dyer 
 

 NEXT WEEK’S READINGS - The appointed readings for next Sunday, March 3rd, The 

Transfiguration of Our Lord, are:  The Old Testament Reading: Deuteronomy 34:1-12; The 

Epistle Reading: Hebrews 3:1-6, and The Gospel Reading:  Luke 9:28-36. 
 

Grace Lutheran Church 

P. O. Box 250769, Little Rock, AR 72225 
 

www.gracelutheranlr.org 

Telephone Number: 501-663-3631 
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THE ORDER OF DIVINE SERVICE 
FOR  

THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
 

 
 
Prelude O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth ~ Paul Manz 

 
Lighting of the Chancel Candles 

 
Ringing of the Church Bell 

 
Opening Hymn: O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth  LSB 834 

Service Note: Stanza 1 will be sung by the choir 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 

 

Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 
  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

 
Exhortation Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
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Confession of Sins (8:15)  
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of 

Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 

death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being. 

 

 
 [John 20:19–23] 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 

the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

 

 
Confession of Sins (10:45) 
  

P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are 

by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and 

deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your 

grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have 

mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy 

Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to 

Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

 
 Mark 16:16; John 1:12 

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son 

to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name 

He gives power to become the children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. 

He that believes and is baptized shall be saved. 

 

Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen 
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Service of the Word 
 
Introit Ps. 37:1–5; antiphon: Ps. 37:7a, b 

 

P  Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him; 

C  fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way. 
 

P  Fret not yourself because of evildoers; 

C be not envious of wrongdoers! 
 

P  For they will soon fade like the grass 

C  and wither like the green herb. 
 

P  Trust in the LORD, and do good; 

C  dwell in the land and befriend faithfulness. 
 

P  Delight yourself in the LORD, 

C  and he will give you the desires of your heart. 
 

P  Commit your way to the LORD; 

C  trust in him, and he will act. 

 
Gloria Patri 
  

 

 

 
Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

  

 
 

 

  

 
  

P O God, the Strength of all who put their trust in You, mercifully grant that by Your 

power we may be defended against all adversity; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

  

 
 

Sit 
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Old Testament Reading  Genesis 45:3–15 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Gradual Ps. 117:1–2a; 96:8 
 

 
 

Praise the Lord, all | nations!* 

Extol him, all | peoples! 

For great is his steadfast | love toward us,* 

and the faithfulness of the Lord endures for- | ever.  

Ascribe to the Lord the glory | due his name;* 

bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts! 

 
Epistle  1 Corinthians 15:21–26, 30–42 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse 
  

 
  

 
P Be | merciful,*                               Luke 6:36 

even as your Father is | merciful.  
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Holy Gospel  Luke 6:27–38 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixth chapter. 

  

 
  

The reading of the Holy Gospel. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 

 
Nicene Creed (8:15) 
  

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  



- 10 - 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen 

 
Apostles' Creed (10:45) 
  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen 

 
Sit 

 
Children's Message 

 
Sermon Hymn: "Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive"  LSB 843 

 
Sermon Genesis 45:3–15 

“Sent by God” 
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Stand 

 
Offertory Psalm 51:10–12 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Sit 

 

Offering Love in Christ is Strong and Living ~ Jim Vyhanek 
 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church  
 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 

their needs.  

 

Each petition ends with the following:  
 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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The prayers conclude with the following: 

 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 

 

 

 

10:45 service continues on page 19 
 
 

Service of the Sacrament (8:15) 

 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1 Psalm 136 
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Proper Preface 
  

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for 

what had been hidden from before the foundation of the world You have made known to 

the nations in Your Son.  In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You 

have manifested the fullness of Your glory.  Therefore with angels and archangels and 

with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

 
Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
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The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24;  
 Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
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Pax Domini John 20:19 
 

 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 
Distribution 
 

Communion Instructions:  The Pastor invites the communicants, those who are able, to kneel 

and then distributes the host which may be received into the hand or the mouth.  The Elder 

distributes the individual cups.  The communicants are asked to hold their cups until the Pastor 

says, “Take and drink.” 
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Hymn: Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord  LSB 637 
Hymn: Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us  LSB 851 
Hymn: My Faith Looks Up to Thee  LSB 702 

 
Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 
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Thanksgiving Psalm 107:1 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

Post-Communion Collect  

 
P Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent 

Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us 

pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but 

always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled 

constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 

 

Salutation 2 Timothy 4:22 
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Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 

 

 
  

 
 

 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Closing Hymn: Love in Christ Is Strong and Living  LSB 706 

 

 

Postlude “Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive” 
 

 
 

T     T     T 
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Service Concludes (10:45) 
 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen 

 
Collect 
  

P Almighty God, grant to Your Church Your Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes down 

from above, that Your Word may not be bound but have free course and be preached to 

the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, that in steadfast faith we may serve You and, 

in the confession of Your name, abide unto the end; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 

 
Benediction 
  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord lift His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen 

 
Closing Hymn: Love in Christ Is Strong and Living  LSB 706 

 
Postlude “Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive” 
 

T     T     T 
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THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
 

SUNDAY:   8:15 a.m. – Divine Service with Holy Communion 

  Coffee and Fellowship in the Parlor 

 9:45 a.m. – Sunday School downstairs in Parker Hall 

  9:45 a.m. – Junior and Senior High classes downstairs in the church 

  9:45 a.m. – Pastor Walter’s Bible Class upstairs in Parker Hall 

    10:45 a.m. – Divine Service  

MON - FRI:   7:30 a.m. – Early Childhood Development Center 

TUESDAY:        5:15 p.m. – Confirmation 

 5:30 p.m. – Handbell Choir 

 6:30 p.m. – Adult Choir 
WEDNESDAY: 6:30 a.m. – Men’s Bible Study (Parlor) 

  7:00 p.m. – Midweek Divine Service with Holy Communion  

 
TODAY IN SUNDAY SCHOOL the children will study “The Temptation of Jesus.” Like 
us, Jesus was tempted by Satan to sin. Yet, for us, He overcame all temptation because 
we cannot. In your family discussions consider asking, “How are we tempted to rely on 
ourselves and trust in our powers?”  
 
PASTOR WALTER’S CLASS meets upstairs in the Family Life Center in Parker Hall.  
This Sunday Pastor Walter will begin a new study on the Gospel according to St. 
John.       
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES for children ages 3 years through 6

th
 grade meet in the 

lower level of the Family Life Center.  JUNIOR HIGH AND HIGH SCHOOL CLASSES 
meet in classrooms downstairs in the church.  

 
REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:  
Robert Jones recovering following surgery. 

Stella (Ronnie) Higdon, friend of Sandy Lindemann, receiving cancer treatment. 

Susie Barlow is at home recovering following surgery. 

Betty Schonert is at home recovering following surgery. 

Jack Funk is recovering in rehab at Briarwood.  

Kay Jenkins is at home continuing her recovery. 

 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY AND GOD’S BLESSINGS TO: 
Feb. 25 – Russlynn and Ron Krueger, Nancy and Jim Wade 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND GOD’S BLESSINGS TO: 
Feb. 24 – Annalia Buchanan, Robert Wilimzig 

Feb. 26 – Matthew Warren, Linnea Weed 

Feb. 27 – Frederick Zweifel 

Mar.  2 – Ken Ross  

 
GRACE WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP – Attendance:  Sunday 2/10 145 (8:15 – 102 and 

10:45 – 43).  Mid-Week Service 2/20 7. Offerings:  Sunday 2/10: $6,208.00, Mid-Week 

Offering 2/6: $175.00. Missions: $100.00.  

 
THE BOARD OF ELDERS based on the recent survey regarding the Imposition of Ashes 

on Ash Wednesday has decided that this will take place in the liturgy of Ash Wednesday 

for those who wish to participate.  The results of the survey were substantially in favor of 

this including this offering in that Service.  If you have any questions please speak with 

an Elder or with Pastor Walter.  Ash Wednesday, which begins the Season of Lent, is 

March 6
th

 this year.  The Service includes the Sacrament of the Altar.      

 
FOOD PANTRY – The pantry is in need of several food items, such as canned vegetables, 

fruit, meats and soup.  Please no cream soups.  If you can help restore our supply, please 

bring the items and place them on the kitchen cabinet downstairs in the church.  We 

appreciate your continued help in providing assistance to those who have needs. 

 
YOUTH GROUP bowling at Millennium Bowl in Maumelle today, February 24, at 3pm. 

Contact Dave Roberts  (501-590-5956) if you need a ride or meet at the bowling alley at 

3pm. Bring $4 per person for the bowling and money for dinner afterwards.  

 
MARTIN LUTHER HIGH SCHOOL SYMPHONIC BAND – On Saturday, March 16

th
, the 

Symphonic Band of Martin Luther High School in Greendale, Wisconsin will be 

performing a concert at Grace beginning at 7:00 PM. The concert is open to the public 

and all are encouraged to attend! Their brass ensemble will also be playing for our 8:15 

worship service on Sunday, March 17
th

. The band has 39 members, and we are beginning 

to look for families to host band members. If you are able to host, please email Charles 

Russell at charles@glclr.org. We will need to know how many students you are able to 

house, and if you have pets or anything that would affect the allergies of these students. 

Hosts will need to accommodate at least a group of two students. Thank you for your 

support of this event! 

 

 

mailto:charles@glclr.org
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A WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY is being planned for three Saturdays March 23 and 30, and 

April 6.  The study will use the book Pew Sisters by Katie Schuermann and will be led by 

Deaconess Intern, Eileen Esget.  A time of fellowship with coffee and treats will begin at 

9:00 a.m. with the study following and running until 10:30 a.m.  RSVP to Eileen Esget at 

eileen.esget@gmail.com by March 17
th

 so that books can be ordered. 
 

 

 

Ash Wednesday 

March 6
th

   
Mid-Week Ash Wednesday Service – 7:00 p.m. 

Lenten Dinner – 5:30 p.m. in Parker Hall 

 

Dinner Served by Board of Parish Fellowship – Ham, Mac n cheese and sides 

 

 

 

 

 

LITTLE ROCK MARATHON 
Sunday, March 3rd  

 

The Little Rock Marathon will be next Sunday, March 3
rd

 , beginning at 8:00 a.m. 

with the race route going past Grace.  

 

Both lanes of Lookout will be closed and one lane of Kavanaugh from downtown to 

Hillcrest will be closed.  The best route to the church will be to go east on Lee to 

Beechwood, turn left on Beechwood going across Kavanaugh to Hillcrest.  Turn left on 

Hillcrest and come to the church.  Coming from the west on Cantrell, you can also take 

Kavanaugh to Hillcrest and very carefully turn left onto Hillcrest.  Please proceed with 

care. 
 

mailto:eileen.esget@gmail.com

