
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
(Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod) 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 
January 21, 2018 

THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

PRAYER UPON ENTERING CHURCH 

 Lord Jesus Christ, in my Baptism I was made a child of God and called to be Your disciple 

giving witness to others of Your great love and compassion.  Your suffering and death has rescued me 

from my sin and unbelief so that I might be an heir of everlasting life which You have prepared for me 

and which You give me through the forgiveness of sins.  By Your Holy Spirit empower me and 

encourage me to give a reason for the hope that I have in You.  In Your name I pray.  Amen    

WELCOME 

 Welcome to everyone!  “Repent and believe the Gospel,” Jesus said.  The Law shows us our 

sin and leads us to sincere repentance.  The Gospel shows us our Savior and gives us what we do not 

deserve, forgiveness of our sins and everlasting life.  We come together this morning to confess our 

sins and to be absolved of them through the Good News that Jesus has given us to proclaim to one 

another and to all.  It is our prayer that through the Word read, sung and preached you might hear and 

know God’s judging Word of condemnation and His gracious Word of forgiveness.   

 It is good to have you here this morning, especially our guests and visitors.  If you are visiting 

with us we pray that you will be comforted by the Good News of Jesus and the salvation that He 

freely gives.  We ask that everyone fill out an attendance card found at each pew and return it to an 

usher during the Offering.  If you would like to know more about Grace, please speak with our Pastor.  

Children are certainly welcome in our Service.  They will be invited to come forward for a Children’s 

Message and their parents may accompany them.  A nursery for infants and toddlers is located 

downstairs for anyone who has need.   

HOLY COMMUNION 

 Holy Communion is celebrated in our 10:45 Service this morning.  If you are not a member 

of Grace and desire to receive this Sacrament of Christ’s body and blood given and shed for the 

forgiveness of sins, we ask that you first speak with our Pastor so that the unity of faith might be 

established.  Thank you for honoring this request. 

AS WE GATHER 

 Peter, Andrew, James, and John were fishermen by trade.  Jesus invited them to follow Him, 

promising He would make them ‘fishers of men.’  What does that mean?  The prophet Jonah may 

provide a clue.  Swallowed, and then regurgitated by a great fish after running from God, Jonah was 

given another chance to cast the net of the Gospel for the people of Nineveh.  With only the lure of 

Jonah’s brief, Law-heavy sermon, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!”, God reeled in 

a bountiful Kingdom-catch, saving the notoriously evil city.  Jesus’ own preaching announces the 

presence of God’s reign, and invites repentance and faith in the Good News from God, which He 

embodies and enacts.  This message—proclaimed and sacramentally enacted—is the net by which the 

Holy Spirit calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies people under God’s gracious reign.  
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THE ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

 The Altar Flowers are given today to the glory of God and the beautification of 

His house by Allen and Dorris Deislinger in celebration of their 34
th

 wedding anniversary 

and in thanksgiving for God’s many blessings. 

 

THOSE WHO SERVE 
 

Pastor:                                                               Rev. James C. Walter 

Director of Parish Music:  Charles Russell 

Secretary:                                          Pat Funk 

Early Childhood Center Director:                          Colleen Moorman 

Acolyte:              (8:15)               Bowman Stein  

Cantor:  (8:15)  Joel Junkans  

Ushers:                (8:15)               Bobby Bemberg, Raymond Harrill 

    Daniel Loyd, Tim Loyd, Ed Mahnken  

Greeters:              (8:15)                       Sally McNabb, Brenda Parscale 

Altar Guild:          (8:15)                              Sally McNabb, Brenda Parscale 

Acolyte:           (10:45)       Hope Hammond                              

Cantor: (10:45) Jeff Ralston  

Communion Elder: (10:45) Gervais LeBlanc 

Ushers:               (10:45)               Charlie Buchanan, Bryan Gipson 

   David Roberts 

Greeters:             (10:45)           David, Andrea, Lauren and Matthew Faulkner  

Altar Guild:        (10:45)                Dawn Cline, Jonathan Cline 

Coffee Hosts:  Gervais and Sharon LeBlanc       

Altar Guild:   (Wed. evening)     Suzanne Raddle, Wilma Richter  

Nursery Attendant:                 Mary Ann Dyer 

 

 
THE APPOINTED READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY, January 28

th
, Fourth Sunday After 

the Epiphany, are:  Old Testament Reading: Deuteronomy 18:15-20, The Epistle 

Reading: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13, and The Holy Gospel:  Mark 1:21-28. 

 

Grace Lutheran Church 

P. O. Box 250769, Little Rock, AR 72225 

www.gracelutheranlr.org 

Telephone Number: 501-663-3631 
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THE ORDER OF DIVINE SERVICE 
FOR 

THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
 

 

 

Prelude "O Christ, Our True and Only Light" ~ Paul Manz 

 
Lighting of the Chancel Candles 

 
Ringing of the Church Bell 

 
Opening Hymn: O Christ, Our True and Only Light  LSB 839 

 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation  

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

 
Exhortation Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 
Confession of Sins (8:15)  

 

P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are 

by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and 
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deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your 

grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have 

mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your 

Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true 

obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting 

life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen 
 

 Mark 16:16; John 1:12 

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son 

to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name 

He gives power to become the children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. 

He that believes and is baptized shall be saved. 
 

Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen 

 

 

Confession of Sins (10:45)  

 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 

pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful 

to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
 [John 20:19–23] 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 

the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 

 

Introit Ps. 113:1–2, 4, 7–8; antiphon: Ps. 113:3 
 

P  From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C  the name of the LORD is to be praised! 
 

P  Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants of the LORD, 

C  praise the name of the LORD! 
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P  Blessèd be the name of the LORD 

C  from this time forth and forevermore! 
 

P  The LORD is high above all nations, 

C  and his glory above the heavens! 
 

P  He raises the poor from the dust 

C  and lifts the needy from the ash heap, 
 

P  to make them sit with princes, 

C  with the princes of his people. 
  

 

 
 

 
Kyrie Mark 10:47 

 

 

 
 

 
Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  
 

 
 

 
  

 

 
  

P Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and stretch forth the 

hand of Your majesty to heal and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit  

 
Old Testament Reading  Jonah 3:1–5, 10 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Gradual Ps. 117:1–2a; 96:8 
 

 
 

Praise the LORD, all | nations!* 

Extol him, all | peoples! 
For great is his steadfast | love toward us,* 

and the faithfulness of the LORD endures for- | ever. 

Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;* 

bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts! 
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Epistle  1 Corinthians 7:29–31 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse 
  

 
 

 Mark 1:15 

P The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.  
  

 

 
Holy Gospel  Mark 1:14–20 

 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 
  

 

 
The reading of the Holy Gospel.  

 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Apostles' Creed (8:15)  

 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen 

 
Nicene Creed (10:45)  

 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 
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     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen 

 
Sit 

 
Children's Message 

 
Sermon Hymn: Hark, the Voice of Jesus Crying  LSB 826 

 
Sermon Mark 1:14–20 

“Fish or Cut Bait!” 

 
Stand 

 
Offertory Psalm 51:10–12 
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Sit 

 
Offering “Hark, the Voice of Jesus Crying” ~ Stephen R. Johnson 

 
Stand 

 
Prayer of the Church  

 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 

their needs.  

 
Each petition ends with the following:  

 
P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 
The prayers conclude with the following: 

 
P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

10:45 service continues on page 13 
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Service Concludes (8:15) 
 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

      hallowed be Thy name, 

      Thy kingdom come, 

      Thy will be done on earth  

   as it is in heaven; 

      give us this day our daily bread; 

      and forgive us our trespasses  

    as we forgive those  

    who trespass against us; 

      and lead us not into temptation, 

      but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen 

 
Collect 
  

P Almighty God, grant to Your Church Your Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes down 

from above, that Your Word may not be bound but have free course and be preached to 

the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, that in steadfast faith we may serve You 

and, in the confession of Your name, abide unto the end; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 

 
Benediction 
  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord lift His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen 

 
Closing Hymn: Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise  LSB 917 

 
Postlude “Herr Gott, dich loben alle wir” ~ Johann Pachelbel 

 

T     T     T 
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Service of the Sacrament (10:45) 

 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1 Psalm 136 

 

 
 

 
  

 

 
  

 
  

 

 
  

 
 

Proper Preface  

 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord; for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the world You have made 

known to the nations in Your Son.  In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal 

nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your glory.  Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 

name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
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The Words of Our Lord  Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24;  

 Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
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Pax Domini John 20:19 

 

 
  

 

 
Agnus Dei John 1:29 
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Sit 

 
Distribution 
 

Communion Instructions:  The Pastor invites the communicants, those who are able, to kneel 

and then distributes the host which may be received into the hand or the mouth.  The Elder 

distributes the individual cups.  The communicants are asked to hold their cups until the Pastor 

says, “Take and drink.” 
 

Hymn: The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord  LSB 634 
Hymn: Arise and Shine in Splendor  LSB 396 
Hymn: O Jesus, King Most Wonderful  LSB 554 

 
Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 
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Thanksgiving Psalm 107:1 
 

 
  

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
  

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 

in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 

 
 

Salutation 2 Timothy 4:22 
 

 
  

 



 - 19 - 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
 

 
  

 

 
Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Closing Hymn: Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise  LSB 917 

 

Postlude “Herr Gott, dich loben alle wir” ~ Johann Pachelbel 

 

 

 

T     T     T 
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THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
 

SUNDAY:   8:15 a.m. – Divine Service  

   Coffee and Fellowship in the Parlor 

  9:45 a.m. – Sunday School downstairs in Parker Hall 

  9:45 a.m. – Junior and Senior High classes downstairs in the church 

  9:45 a.m. – Pastor Walter’s Bible Class upstairs in Parker Hall 

    10:45 a.m. – Divine Service with Holy Communion 

MON - FRI:    7:30 a.m. –  Early Childhood Development Center 

MONDAY:  6:30 p.m. – Parish Planning Council 

TUESDAY:  5:30 p.m. – Handbell Choir 

  6:30 p.m. – Adult Choir 

WEDNESDAY:  6:30 a.m. –  Men’s Bible Study (St. Vincent’s) 

 11:00 a.m. – 8
th

 Grade Confirmation  

    7:00 p.m. – Mid-Week Divine Service with Holy Communion  

THURSDAY:  5:00 p.m. –  7
th

 Grade Confirmation     
  6:00 p.m. – February Usher Teams’ meeting - Parlor      
 
TODAY IN SUNDAY SCHOOL – As it was for Peter, so it is for us in the message of 

today’s Sunday School lesson (Acts 12). The Word of God is never proclaimed in vain. 

Though we suffer because of the sin of others, God’s will is done. Talk with your 

children about modern-day persecution of the Church of God and how, even in the midst 

of persecution, God sustains and increases His Church. How does God’s Word break 

through the chains of our sin and the suffering it causes? 

 
PASTOR WALTER’S CLASS meets each Sunday morning at 9:45 a.m. upstairs in the 

Family Life Center in Parker Hall.  This Sunday Pastor Walter will continue the study of 

the Book of Acts.     

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES for children ages 3 years through 6

th
 grade meet in the 

lower level of the Family Life Center and JUNIOR HIGH AND HIGH SCHOOL 
CLASSES meet in their classrooms downstairs in the church.  

 
REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:  
Hedy Billmayer has been placed in hospice care at home. 

Alice Dobbs is recovering following surgery. 

Judy Fastenau continues her recovery at home following her surgery. 

Emma Louise Lile is in hospice care at Briarwood Nursing Center 
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OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY to the family of Mrs. Myrtle Borchert, mother of Tommy 

Borchert, who died on Saturday, January 6
th

 at Hospice Home Care in Little Rock.  Mrs. 

Borchert’s funeral was Thursday, January 11
th

, in El Dorado, Arkansas.  Please 

remember Tommy and Judy and their family in your thoughts and prayers. 
 

OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY to the family of James Marvin, uncle of Jim Marvin, who 

died on New Year’s Eve.  Please keep Jim and Florence Marvin in your thoughts and 

prayers. 

 

HOLY BAPTISM – On Wednesday, January 17
th

, Aiden Ali Pervaiz, son of Ali and 

Jennifer Sweeney Pervaiz, was received into God’s Kingdom of Grace through the 

Sacrament of Holy Baptism with Pastor Walter officiating.  Aiden’s grandparents are 

Tim and Sandy Sweeney, and his sponsors are Tim and Sandy Sweeney and Angela 

Sweeney. 
 

NEW MEMBER – Mr. David Humphrey has transferred his membership to Grace from 

Bethany Lutheran Church in Naperville, Illinois.  Please welcome David to our Grace 

Family.  
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND GOD’S BLESSINGS TO: 
Jan. 21 – Joe Gelzine 

Jan. 22 – Lori Bloom, Katie Williams 

Jan. 24 – Shaun Baker, Lily Woodyard 

Jan. 25 – Suzanne Raddle 

Jan. 26 – Susan Mahnken 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY AND GOD’S BLESSINGS TO: 
Jan. 27 – Dorris and Allen Deislinger 
 

GRACE WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP – Attendance: Sunday 1/14: 145 (8:15 – 81 and 

10:45 – 64). Mid-week Service 1/17: No Service.  Offerings: Sunday 1/14: $8,417.00.   

Missions: $180.00. Scholarship Fund $180.00. Building Fund: $280.00.   
 

PARISH PLANNING COUNCIL will meet on Monday, January 22
nd

, at 6:30 p.m. in the 

Parlor.  Tim Loyd is the executive director. 
 

2018 OFFERING ENVELOPES are on the table on the bridge as you go across to Parker 

Hall.  Please pick them up today and begin using them. Also, please destroy your 2017 

envelopes because your envelope number may have changed in 2018.   
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2018 FLOWER CALENDAR is posted in the Ushers’ room at the back of the sanctuary.  

Please sign up for the date that you would like to place flowers on the altar in 2018.  The 

chart fills up quickly, so sign up now. 

 
COFFEE AND FELLOWSHIP – Please check the list on the bulletin board by the Parlor 

and sign up for a Sunday morning to serve refreshments during coffee fellowship. 
 

PORTALS OF PRAYER Your Portals of Prayer for January – March, 2018 are available 

on the table in the back of the sanctuary.  Please pick up your copy for the January-March 

quarter and then remember to recycle your old ones.  
 

MEMORIALS – 
 

IN MEMORY OF BEVERLY MURPHY – Sister of Jim Robinson 

TO GRACE BUILDING FUND 

By  Verna and Shirley Rieve  

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

YOUTH PANCAKE LUNCH 
 

Please join us for a pre-Lent Pancake Feast on Sunday, February 11, 2018 following 

second service. Pancakes, bacon, sausage and fruit will be served along with assorted 

beverages. Tickets may be purchased from our Youth on Sundays beginning January 21 

in the breezeway. Ticket prices are as follows: $8 per person. $15 for two tickets. $4 for 

ages 10-4 and children 3 and under eat free. Contact Catherine Manchester for more 

information.  
 

 

 


