
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
(Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod) 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 
March 4, 2018 

THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 

PRAYER UPON ENTERING CHURCH 

 Lord God, heavenly Father, Your weakness is stronger than my strength and Your foolishness 

is wiser than my wisdom.  In Your strength and wisdom You sent Your Son to be my Savior through 

the cross, the symbol of suffering and shame.  In His weakness You are strong to save me through the 

forgiveness of my sins which He earned for me through His suffering and death.  Through the Gospel 

You have made me wise to salvation through Jesus Christ, in whose name I pray.  Amen  

WELCOME 

 Welcome to everyone gathered here today!  “We preach Christ crucified,” the Apostle 

Paul puts forth in this morning’s Epistle reading.  This is the heart of the Gospel which we are to 

proclaim for the comfort of our souls in light of the Law’s conviction of our hearts.  We confess that 

Jesus was crucified for our sins, He was raised again for our justification, and He is now seated at the 

right hand of the Father where He intercedes for us.  The Gospel is the power of salvation for all who 

believe, even as it is the power for us to live our lives in thanksgiving and praise to God. 

 If you are visiting with us we especially wish to welcome you!  We ask that everyone fill out 

an attendance card found at each pew and return it to an usher during the Offering.  If you would like 

to know more about Grace, please speak with our Pastor.  Restrooms are located downstairs in this 

building or across the bridge on this floor level before entering the Fellowship Hall.  Children are 

welcome in our Service and will be invited to come forward for a Children’s Message.  A parent can 

accompany them.  A nursery for infants and toddlers is located downstairs for anyone who has need.  

HOLY COMMUNION 

 Holy Communion is celebrated in our 10:45 Service this morning.  If you are not a member 

of Grace and desire to receive this Sacrament of Christ’s body and blood given and shed for the 

forgiveness of sins, we ask that you first speak with our Pastor so that the unity of faith might be 

established.  Thank you for honoring this request. 

AS WE GATHER 

 “When I survey the wondrous cross On which the Prince of Glory died, My richest gain I 

count but loss And pour contempt on all my pride.” The Word today has us taking our eyes off 

ourselves and focusing them on the purpose, passion and zeal of God’s saving love for us and for 

all.  If we are to be saved, God must take the initiative, and this He does for us.  Through the Ten 

Commandments we are given to know His will for our lives and we are further given to know that 

we fail to keep them.  So He must give us new hearts which He does through the power of the 

Gospel.  He declares us righteous for Christ’s sake.  Forgiveness of sins and everlasting life are 

freely given to us as we are baptized in His name.  Thereby we receive the fruits of His death and 

resurrection.  To the world this is foolishness, but to us being saved it is the power of God!  
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THE ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

 The Altar Flowers are given today to the glory of God and the beautification of 

His house by Tommy and Judy Borchert in memory of Tommy’s parents, Myrtle and 

Louis Borchert, and in thanksgiving for their many blessings received.  
 

THOSE WHO SERVE 
 

Pastor:                                                               Rev. James C. Walter 

Director of Parish Music:  Charles Russell 

Secretary:                                          Pat Funk 

Early Childhood Center Director:                          Colleen Moorman 

Acolyte:              (8:15)         Emma Schnackenberg         

Cantor:  (8:15)  Paula Walter  

Ushers:                (8:15)             Tommy Borchert, Chuck Fandrei  

    Jim Marvin, Paul Nichols, Carter Stein 

Greeter:              (8:15)                       Debbie Craig 

Altar Guild:          (8:15)                              Beverly Sanders 

Acolyte:           (10:45)       Elijah Goodrich                              

Cantor: (10:45) Ron Krueger  

Communion Elder: (10:45) Joel Junkans  

Ushers:               (10:45)               Paul Krueger, Gervais LeBlanc 

    Jeff Ralston, Ken Ross 

Greeters:             (10:45)           Ann Stoker  

Altar Guild:        (10:45)                Russlynn Krueger 

Coffee Hosts:  The Junkans Family       

Altar Guild:   (Wed. evening)     Suzanne Raddle, Wilma Richter  

Nursery Attendant:                 Mary Ann Dyer 
 

 

THE APPOINTED READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY, March 11
th

, Fourth Sunday in Lent, 

are:  Old Testament Reading: Numbers 21:4-9, The Epistle Reading Ephesians 2:1-10, 

and The Holy Gospel:  John 3:14-21. 
 

Grace Lutheran Church 

P. O. Box 250769, Little Rock, AR 72225 

www.gracelutheranlr.org 

Telephone Number: 501-663-3631 
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THE ORDER OF DIVINE SERVICE 
for  

THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

 

 

 
Prelude Prelude in C Major (BWV 553) ~ Johann Sebastian Bach  

 
Lighting of the Chancel Candles 

 
Ringing of the Church Bell 

 
Opening Hymn: May God Bestow on Us His Grace  LSB 824 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 
Confession of Sins  

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 

we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 
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loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen 

 
Declaration of Grace (8:15) John 1:12; Philippians 1:6 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God 

forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to 

become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has 

begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

C Amen 

 
Absolution (10:45) John 20:19–23 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Ps. 69:14–16; antiphon: Ps. 69:9 
 

P  For zeal for your house has consumed me, 

C  and the reproaches of those who reproach you have fallen on me. 
 

P  Deliver me from sinking in the mire; 

C  let me be delivered from my enemies and from the deep waters. 
 

P  Let not the flood sweep over me, or the deep swallow me up, 

C  or the pit close its mouth over me. 
 

P  Answer me, O LORD, for your steadfast love is good; 

C  according to your abundant mercy, turn to me. 
 

C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

P  For zeal for your house has consumed me, 

C  and the reproaches of those who reproach you have fallen on me. 
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Canticle: Your Heart, O God, Is Grieved  LSB 945 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
© 1970 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011479. 
Public domain 

 
 
Salutation and Collect of the Day  
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P Let us pray. 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray 

from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace 

and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
   

 

 
Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading  Exodus 20:1–17 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Gradual Heb. 12:2 
 

 
 

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] | Jesus,* 

the founder and perfecter | of our faith, 

who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despis- | ing the shame,* 

and is seated at the right hand of the | throne of God. 

 
Epistle  1 Corinthians 1:18–31 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 
Verse of the Day John 2:19 

 

P Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up. 
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Verse for Lent Joel 2:13 
 

 

 

 
 
© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship.  

 
Holy Gospel  John 2:13–22 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the second chapter. 
  

 
  

The reading of the Holy Gospel.  
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 

 
Sit 

 
Children's Message 

 
Sermon Hymn: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  LSB 425 

 
Sermon 1 Corinthians 1:18–31 

“Foolish Wisdom” 
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Stand 

 
Apostles' Creed (8:15)  

 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen 

 
Nicene Creed (10:45)  

 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
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     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen 

 
Prayer of the Church  

 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 

their needs.  
 

Each petition ends with the following:  
 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

The prayers conclude with the following: 
 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 

 
Sit 

 
Offering When I Survey the Wondrous Cross ~ Michael Burkhardt  

 
Stand 
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Offertory Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

10:45 service continues on page 12 
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Service Concludes (8:15) 

 
Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 

 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth  

    as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses  

    as we forgive those  

    who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen 

 
Collect  

 
P Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant 

that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that, by patience 

and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 

 
Benediction  

 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord lift His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen 

 
Closing Hymn: The Saints in Christ Are One in Every Place  LSB 838 

 
Postlude The Saints in Christ Are One in Every Place ~ Paul Manz 

 
T     T     T 
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Service of the Sacrament (10:45) 

 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Proper Preface  

 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with 

cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity 

and truth.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven  we 

laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  
 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 

With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing 

sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.   
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 

renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body 

and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, we pray, 

from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb 

in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 

us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 

 
The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24;  

 Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.” 
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Proclamation of Christ 1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20 
 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He 

comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and 

to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your 

blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension 

into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom 

and teach us to pray: 

 
Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 

 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen 

 
Pax Domini John 20:19 
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Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sit 

 
Distribution 
 

Communion Instructions:  The Pastor invites the communicants, those who are able, to kneel 

and then distributes the host which may be received into the hand or the mouth.  The Elder 

distributes the individual cups.  The communicants are asked to hold their cups until the Pastor 

says, “Take and drink.” 
 

Hymn: Your Table I Approach LSB 628 
Hymn: In the Cross of Christ I Glory LSB 427 
Hymn: The Law of God Is Good and Wise LSB 579 

 
Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 
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Post-Communion Collect  

 
P Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent 

Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us 

pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but 

always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled 

constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 

 

 

 
Closing Hymn: The Saints in Christ Are One in Every Place  LSB 838 

 
Postlude The Saints in Christ Are One in Every Place ~ Paul Manz  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T     T     T 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acknowledgments 
Verse for Lent © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship.   Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture 

quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, 

a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Created by Lutheran 

Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
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THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
 

SUNDAY:   8:15 a.m. – Divine Service      

   Coffee and Fellowship in the Parlor 

  9:45 a.m. – Sunday School downstairs in Parker Hall 

  9:45 a.m. – Junior and Senior High classes downstairs in the church 

  9:45 a.m. – Pastor Walter’s Bible Class upstairs in Parker Hall 

    10:45 a.m. – Divine Service with Holy Communion 

MON - FRI:    7:30 a.m. –  Early Childhood Development Center 

  6:00 p.m. – Board of Elders 

  6:00 p.m. – Board of Christian Education 

TUESDAY:  12:00 noon – Sit and Sew 

  5:30 p.m. – Handbell Choir 

  6:30 p.m. – Adult Choir 

WEDNESDAY:  6:30 a.m. –  Men’s Bible Study (St. Vincent’s) 

   11:00 a.m. – 8
th

 Grade Confirmation 

  5:30 p.m. – Lenten Dinner 

  7:00 p.m. – Lenten Divine Service   

THURSDAY: 12:00 noon – Devotions with Pastor 

   5:00 p.m. –  7
th

 Grade Confirmation   
   

  
TODAY IN SUNDAY SCHOOL - We begin with God’s account of the beginning of all 

things in “God Creates the World.” During the week, point out to your children some of 

the wonderful things in our world God made and praise Him for these creations. Consider 

asking, “How did God create the world? What is your favorite part of God’s creation?”   

 

PASTOR WALTER’S CLASS meets each Sunday morning at 9:45 a.m. upstairs in the 

Family Life Center in Parker Hall.  Pastor Walter will continue with the study of the 

Book of Acts.     

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES for children ages 3 years through 6

th
 grade meet in the 

lower level of the Family Life Center and JUNIOR HIGH AND HIGH SCHOOL 
CLASSES meet in their classrooms downstairs in the church.  

 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY AND GOD’S BLESSINGS TO: 
Mar. 6 – Sally and Larry McNabb 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND GOD’S BLESSINGS TO: 
Mar.   4 – Matt Golladay, James Junkans, Paul Nichols 

Mar.   5 – Natalie Dumont 

Mar.   6 – Claire Hammond 

Mar.   7 – Adam Hicks, Linda Owens, Cason Solomon 

Mar.   9 – Wes Mainard 

Mar. 10 – Lydia Bemberg 

 
REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:  
Susan Mahnken is recovering following surgery. 

Eldon Schulz is hospitalized at UAMS following surgery. 

Jim Keppel continues his recovery at home. 

Hedy Billmayer is in hospice care at home. 

Alice Dobbs is recovering following surgery. 

Emma Louise Lile is in hospice care at Briarwood Nursing Center 
 
GRACE WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP – Attendance: Sunday 2/25: 167 (8:15 – 108 and 

10:45 – 59). Mid-Week Lenten Two Vespers Service 2/28: 67.  Offerings: Sunday 2/25: 

$5,337.50.   Mid-week Service 2/21: $2,120.00. Missions: $100.00. Memorials: $420.00.  
 
THE PICTORAL DIRECTORIES have arrived and are being distributed on Sunday 

morning or Wednesday evening.  Please see Sammye Sue Harrill or Carole Nichols to get 

your copy or call the Church Office. 

 

BOARD OF ELDERS will meet on Monday, March 5
th

 at 6:00 p.m. in the Parlor. Gary 

Proud is the director.  BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION will meet on Monday, 

March 5
th

, at 6:00 p.m. in Parker Hall.  Bob Bryant is the director. 

 

NOON DEVOTIONS WITH PASTOR is Thursday, March 8
th

, at 12:00 noon in Parker 

Hall. Pastor Walter shares a devotional Bible study with us so bring your Bible and a 

sandwich.  Drinks, chips, and dessert are provided.  This is a wonderful opportunity for 

fellowship and Bible Study.  Come and bring a friend with you!! 

 

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE AND REFRESHMENTS  - We have some members 

who are not physically able to go out and buy refreshments or able to serve them on 

Sunday mornings.  We also have some members who cannot afford to buy refreshments 

but would be willing to shop for refreshments and serve them on Sunday.  If you would 

be able to help with either of these needs, please call the church office.     
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A MEMORIAL – A gift was given to the Grace General Fund by Bob and Wendy Schmidt 

in memory of Bob’s aunt, Doris Umscheid, who died February 16
th

 in LaJolla, California.  

 
MEMORIALS – 

IN MEMORY OF ROY WILIMZIG – Bob Wilimzig’s father  

TO GRACE BUILDING FUND 

By Tommy and Judy Borchert 

  Allen and Dorris Deislinger 

  Gary and Angie Proud 

  Mildred Wilkins 

TO GRACE GENERAL FUND 

By Robert and Carole Nichols 

TO GRACE MUSIC FUND 

By Joe and Debbie Craig 

  Riley Middaugh 

TO GRACE SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

By Gervais and Sharon LeBlanc 

  Brad and Laura Schnackenberg   
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Lenten Services each Wednesday  
 
 

 
 
 

Lenten Services and Dinners 
Mid-Week Lenten Services – 7:00 p.m. 

Lenten Dinners – 5:30 p.m. in Parker Hall 
 
 

+   +   +    
 

March 7
th

 – Midweek Lent 3 
“Out of Egypt: Through the Water” 

Dinner – Board of Evangelism – Pork Loin and sides 

 

March 14
th

 – Midweek Lent 4  
“Tree to Tree: The Tree of Life to the Cross” 

Dinner – Grace Youth Group – Barbeque with cole slaw 

 

March 21
st
 – Midweek Lent 5 

“Death to Resurrection:  The Wilderness to the Promised Land” 

Dinner – ACTS – Chicken Spaghetti 
 


