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THE WEEK OF THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 

PRAYER UPON ENTERING CHURCH 

 Almighty and most merciful God and Father, You made me Your child through the 

waters of Holy Baptism where You put Your name on me claiming me to be Your prized 

possession.  You forgave me my sin and by Your Holy Spirit filled me to overflowing with Your 

free and abundant grace.  Keep me steadfast in my faith calling me to remember that I am Your 

washed and redeemed child and sharing Your great love with others.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen   

WELCOME 

 Welcome to Grace. Thank you for coming this evening.  It is good for you to be here for 

this Service of Vespers as we gather around God’s Word to be strengthened in our faith during 

this special season in our Church Year known as Lent.  Lent is a time of personal reflection, of 

prayer and even self-denial.  It is also a time to remember that we are baptized children of God.  

If you are visiting we would especially like to welcome you and encourage you to come and 

worship with us again.  If you have any questions about Grace Lutheran Church we invite you to 

visit with our Pastor.   

If you are in need of our restroom facilities they are located downstairs in this building or 

across the bridge on this floor level before entering the Fellowship Hall.  A nursery for infants 

and toddlers is located downstairs for those who have need.  If you have any questions please 

speak with an Usher or Greeter. 

AS WE GATHER 

 How does one escape from a bad situation?  Where does one turn when surrounded by 

brutality, slavery and death?  We desire to flee in those situations, to find refuge and its 

protection.   We need to begin a journey that will set us free, but the result of our efforts is 

nothing more than going in circles.  We seek freedom; we receive greater slavery.  We journey 

toward light; we end up in deeper darkness.  How do we escape?  It is God who leads us on the 

journey out of this slavery that is to sin and its death.  Where does He take us?  To the water—to 

the banks of the Red Sea, or the Jordan River, or to the baptismal font; here, we are set free!  The 

bondage of sin and death, the claws of Satan, no longer hold us, for we have been through the 

water.  These are the waters of death for our enemies, and they are the waters of life for us.  The 

enemy of our old Adam is drowned in these waters, but the New Adam comes through to new life 

by water and the Spirit.  We have been rescued from the enemy by the waters and made the 

children of God invited to repeatedly flee to the boundless grace and mercy of God, our heavenly 

Father and there find forgiveness of sins and life everlasting. 
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Prelude Glory Be to Jesus ~ Charles W. Ore  

 
Lighting of the Chancel Candles 

 
Ringing of the Church Bell 

 
Hymn: Glory Be to Jesus  LSB 433 

 

 
 

 
 

5 Oft as earth exulting 

    Wafts its praise on high, 

Angel hosts rejoicing 

    Make their glad reply. 
 

6 Lift we, then, our voices, 

    Swell the mighty flood; 

Louder still and louder 

    Praise the precious blood! 
Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
Versicles  
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Psalm  Psalm 66:1–20 

 

P  Shout for joy to God, all the earth; 

C  sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise! 

P  Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! So great is your power that your enemies 

come cringing to you. 

C  All the earth worships you and sings praises to you; they sing praises to your 

name.” 

P  Come and see what God has done: he is awesome in his deeds toward the children of 

man. 

C  He turned the sea into dry land; they passed through the river on foot. There did 

we rejoice in him, 

P  who rules by his might forever, whose eyes keep watch on the nations – let not the 

rebellious exalt themselves. 

C  Bless our God, O peoples; let the sound of his praise be heard, 
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P  who has kept our soul among the living and has not let our feet slip. 

C  For you, O God, have tested us; you have tried us as silver is tried. 

P  You brought us into the net; you laid a crushing burden on our backs; 

C  you let men ride over our heads; we went through fire and through water; yet you 

have brought us out to a place of abundance. 

P  I will come into your house with burnt offerings; I will perform my vows to you, 

C  that which my lips uttered and my mouth promised when I was in trouble. 

P  I will offer to you burnt offerings of fattened animals, with the smoke of the sacrifice of 

rams; I will make an offering of bulls and goats. 

C  Come and hear, all you who fear God, and I will tell what he has done for my soul. 

P  I cried to him with my mouth and high praise was on my tongue. 

C  If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not have listened. 

P  But truly God has listened; he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 

C  Blessed be God, because he has not rejected my prayer or removed his steadfast 

love from me! 

C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen 

 
Sit 

 
Hymn: Water, Blood, and Spirit Crying  LSB 597 
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© 1999 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011479. 
© 2003 Jeffrey N. Blersch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011479. 

 
 

Readings 

 
Old Testament Reading  Exodus 14:13–31 

 
P The Old Testament Reading is from Exodus, the fourteenth chapter. 

 

And Moses said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the LORD, 

which he will work for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see 

again. The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to be silent.” 

The LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry to me? Tell the people of Israel to go forward. 

Lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the people of 

Israel may go through the sea on dry ground. And I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so 

that they shall go in after them, and I will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, his chariots, 

and his horsemen. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I have gotten 

glory over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.” 

Then the angel of God who was going before the host of Israel moved and went behind 

them, and the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind them, coming 

between the host of Egypt and the host of Israel. And there was the cloud and the darkness. 

And it lit up the night without one coming near the other all night. 

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the LORD drove the sea back by a 

strong east wind all night and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. And the 

people of Israel went into the midst of the sea on dry ground, the waters being a wall to them 

on their right hand and on their left. The Egyptians pursued and went in after them into the 

midst of the sea, all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. And in the morning 

watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and of cloud looked down on the Egyptian forces and 

threw the Egyptian forces into a panic, clogging their chariot wheels so that they drove 

heavily. And the Egyptians said, “Let us flee from before Israel, for the LORD fights for them 

against the Egyptians.” 

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the water may come 

back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen.” So Moses stretched 

out his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to its normal course when the morning 
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appeared. And as the Egyptians fled into it, the LORD threw the Egyptians into the midst of 

the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the horsemen; of all the host of 

Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea, not one of them remained. But the people of 

Israel walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters being a wall to them on their right 

hand and on their left. 

Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the 

Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great power that the LORD used against the 

Egyptians, so the people feared the LORD, and they believed in the LORD and in his servant 

Moses. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Epistle  Hebrews 3:12—4:3 

 
P The Epistle is from Hebrews, the third chapter. 

 

Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall 

away from the living God. But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called “today,” 

that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. For we share in Christ, if indeed 

we hold our original confidence firm to the end. As it is said, 

“Today, if you hear his voice, 

do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.” 

For who were those who heard and yet rebelled? Was it not all those who left Egypt led by 

Moses? And with whom was he provoked for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, 

whose bodies fell in the wilderness? And to whom did he swear that they would not enter his 

rest, but to those who were disobedient? So we see that they were unable to enter because of 

unbelief. 

Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us fear lest any of you 

should seem to have failed to reach it. For good news came to us just as to them, but the 

message they heard did not benefit them, because they were not united by faith with those 

who listened. For we who have believed enter that rest, as he has said, 

“As I swore in my wrath, 

‘They shall not enter my rest,’” 

although his works were finished from the foundation of the world.  

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 
 
 

Holy Gospel  Mark 1:9–13 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 

And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens opening and the 

Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved 

Son; with you I am well pleased.” 

The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. And he was in the wilderness 

forty days, being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were 

ministering to him. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 

 

Responsory for Lent Psalm 51:14; Psalm 59:1; Psalm 141:8 

 

 

 
 

 

Sit 
 

 

Sermon Exodus 14:13-31 and Mark 1:9-13 

“Out of Egypt:  Through the Water” 
 

Stand 
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Canticle 

 
Antiphon Psalm 141:2 

 

 

 

 

 
Nunc Dimittis 
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Sit 

 
Offering Lamb of God ~ John A. Behnke  

 

 
 

Prayer 
 

Stand 

 
Kyrie Mark 10:47 
 

 

 
Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 

 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth  

   as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses  

   as we forgive those  

   who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen 
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Salutation 2 Timothy 4:22 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Collect of the Day  

 

P O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray 

from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace 

and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 
 

 
Prayer of the Church  

 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 

their needs.  

 

Each petition ends with the following:  

 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

The prayers conclude with the following: 

 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 
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Collect for Peace  

 
P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to 

us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to 

obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our 

enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 

 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 

 

 

 
 

 

Benediction 2 Corinthians 13:14 
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Closing Hymn: God, Who Made the Earth and Heaven  LSB 877 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 

 
Postlude Water, Blood, and Spirit Crying ~ Jeffrey Blersch  

 

 

 

T     T     T 
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THOSE WHO SERVE 

 
Pastor: Rev. James C. Walter 

Director of Parish Music: Charles Russell 

Acolyte: Johnna Litwa 

Choir: Handbell Choir 

Ushers: Jon Cline, David Faulkner 

 Chris Pils, Wes Mainard 

Greeter: Debbie Penny 

Altar Guild: Suzanne Raddle and Wilma Richter 

Nursery Attendant: Mary Ann Dyer 

 

Our thanks to the Board of Evangelism for serving the Lenten dinner this evening. 

 
 


