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(Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod) 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 
June 24, 2018 

 

THE NATIVITY OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 
 

PRAYER UPON ENTERING CHURCH 

 Lord God, heavenly Father, You are true to all of Your promises and chiefly do I thank You 

for keeping Your promise to send a Savior for me and for all.  Strengthen me through Your Word 

which shares with me all of Your promises made through the prophets and the fulfillment of those 

promises as recorded by the evangelists and apostles.  Grant that I share Your love and mercy shown 

to me through Your Son Jesus with others.  I pray this in His holy name.  Amen    

WELCOME 

 Welcome to Grace!  It is our prayer that you will be strengthened in Your faith by the power 

of God’s Word which is living and active and accomplishes the purpose for which God sent it.  This 

morning we leave the traditional readings for the season of Pentecost to observe the birthday of John 

the Baptist.  John prepared the way for Jesus by calling people to repentance and pointing them to the 

grace of God found in Jesus.  We too are called to flee to this boundless grace and mercy.  If you are 

not a member of Grace and wish to learn more about our teachings as drawn from God’s Word please 

speak with our Pastor.  We are glad you are here and we invite you to come and worship again. 

 We ask that everyone fill out an attendance registration card found at each pew and return it 

to an Usher as the Offering is collected.  Children are welcome in our Service and will be invited to 

come forward for a Children’s Message.  Parents may accompany them if they wish.  A nursery for 

infants and toddlers is located downstairs for anyone who has need.  Restroom facilities are located 

downstairs in this building or on this floor level across the bridge before entering the fellowship hall.   

HOLY COMMUNION 

 Holy Communion will be celebrated in the 8:15 Service today.  In this sacrament we receive 

Christ’s very body and blood for the forgiveness of sins.  Those who are not members of Grace are 

asked to speak with our Pastor before partaking of this sacrament so that the unity of faith might be 

established.  Thank you for honoring this request. 

AS WE GATHER 
 The last Old Testament prophet is a title given to John, the miracle son of Zechariah and 

Elizabeth.  He is referred to as John the Baptist even as he is seen to be the fulfillment of Isaiah’s 

prophecy of “a voice” that cries, “in the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD.”  Lutherans 

remember the saints with thanksgiving, witness God’s work in their lives, and see them as models of 

faith and endurance.  We must also know that they are forgiven sinners just like us.  Jesus said that of 

all those born of woman, John was the greatest.  Truly he was the greatest, the prophetic bridge 

between the old covenant and the new covenant fulfilled in Christ Jesus.  But the least in the Kingdom 

is greater than John.  This does not detract from John but acknowledges his role as the one to prepare 

the way of the Lord.  He pointed to Jesus as “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” 
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THE ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

        The Altar Flowers are given today to the glory of God and the beautification of His 

house by Grady and Jo Hanna Worden in celebration of their 26
th

 wedding anniversary 

and in thanksgiving for blessings received throughout the years. 
 

THOSE WHO SERVE  
 

Pastor:                                                               Rev. James C. Walter 

Director of Parish Music: Charles Russell 

Guest Organist:  Dr. Jess Anthony 

Secretary:                                                                         Pat Funk 

Early Childhood Center Director:                          Colleen Moorman 

Acolyte:             (8:15)      James Junkans 

Cantor: (8:15) Robert Wilimzig 

Communion Assistant: (8:15) Gary Proud 

Ushers:                (8:15)   Raymond Harrill, Robert Jones, Robert Nichols 

             Richard Sanders, Robert Wilimzig 

Greeter:              (8:15)    Debbie Penny  

Altar Guild: (8:15) Sheila Wilimzig 

Acolyte:            (10:45)                    Isaac Goodrich 

Cantor:               (10:45)                          Suzanne Lambert 

Assisting Elder: (10:45) Jonathan Cline 

Ushers:              (10:45)        Shaun Baker, Ron Krueger 

  Tim Sweeney, Greg Warren 

Greeters:             (10:45)                  The Baker Family 

Altar Guild: (10:45) The Cline Family 

Coffee Hosts:       VBS Committee    

Altar Guild:  (Wed. evening)     Suzanne Raddle, Wilma Richter 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS - The appointed readings for next Sunday, July 1
st
, The Sixth 

Sunday After Pentecost, are:  Old Testament Reading: Lamentations 3:22-33, The 

Epistle: 2 Corinthians 8:1-9, 13-15, and The Gospel Reading: Mark 5:21-43. 
 

Grace Lutheran Church 

5124 Hillcrest, Little Rock, AR  72205 

Mailing address:  P. O. Box 250769, Little Rock, AR 72225 

www.gracelutheranlr.org  

Telephone Number: 501-663-3631 

 

http://www.gracelutheranlr.org/
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THE ORDER OF DIVINE SERVICE 
FOR 

 THE NATIVITY OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 
 
 

Prelude Prelude on "Michael" - Charles Callahan  

 
Lighting of the Chancel Candles 

 
Ringing of the Church Bell 

 
Opening Hymn: Sing Praise to the God of Israel  LSB 936 
 
 

Sacrament of Holy Baptism (10:45) 
 

Holy Baptism           p268 
 

Hymn: See This Wonder in the Making LSB 593 

 
The 10:45 Service continues with the Introit on page 4. 
 

 

Confession and Absolution  
 

Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 

 
Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

 
Exhortation Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3–4; Luke 18:13 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P    If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
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P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us 

first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have 

sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 

condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful 

to me, a sinner. 

 
Confession of Sins 
  

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 

life. Amen 

 
Absolution John 20:19–23 
  

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

 
 

Service of the Word 

 

Introit Luke 1:68, 76-79; antiphon Mal. 3:1  
 

P  Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way before me. 

C  And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. 
 

P  Blessèd be the Lord God of Israel, 

C  for he has visited and redeemed his people. 
 

P  And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 

C  for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
 

P  to give knowledge of salvation to his people 

C  in the forgiveness of their sins, 
 

P  because of the tender mercy of our God, 

C  whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high 
 

P  to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 

C  to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
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C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen 
 

P  Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way before me. 

C  And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. 
 

 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
 

 

 
  

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the 

Lord. 
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A Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 
  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, through John the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ, You once proclaimed 

salvation.  Now grant that we may know this salvation and serve You in holiness and 

righteousness all the days of our life; through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 
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Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 40:1–5 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Gradual Jeremiah 1:5, 9b 
  

 
 

Before I formed you in the womb I | knew you,* 

and before you were born I conse- | crated you; 

I appointed you a prophet to the | nations.* 

Behold, I have put my words | in your mouth. 

 
Epistle  Acts 13:13–26  

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse John 20:31 
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Holy Gospel  Luke 1:57–80 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

The reading of the Holy Gospel. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Nicene Creed (8:15) 
  

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen 



- 9 - 

 

Apostles' Creed (10:45) 
  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen 

 
Sit 

 
Children's Message 

 
Sermon Hymn: When All the World Was Cursed  LSB 346 

 
Sermon Luke 1:57–80 

“God is Gracious” 

 
Stand 

 
Prayer of the Church 
  

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 

their needs.  

 
Each petition ends with the following:  

 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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The prayers conclude with the following: 

 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 

 
Sit 

 

Offering Interlude - Dale Wood   

 
Stand 

 

Offertory: We Give Thee But Thine Own  LSB 781 

 

 

 
 

6 And we believe Thy Word, 

    Though dim our faith may be: 

Whate’er for Thine we do, O Lord, 

    We do it unto Thee. 
Public domain 
 

 
 
 

 

10:45 service continues on page 15 
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Service of the Sacrament (8:15) 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136 

 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 

blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 

Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 

into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die 

eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all 

who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
  

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us 

and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 

have eternal life. 
  

In Your boundless mercy You sent Your servant, John the Baptist, to proclaim that in 

Christ the kingdom of heaven draws near. 
  

With thankful hearts we pray, "Come, Lord Jesus," confident that in His body and blood, 

given us to eat and drink, we receive the forgiveness of sins and so proclaim His death 

until He comes again in glory. 
  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 

 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth  

   as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses  

   as we forgive those  

   who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom  

     and the power and the glory  

     forever and ever. Amen 
 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini John 20:19 

 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen 

 
Agnus Dei John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Sit 

 
Distribution 
 

Communion Instructions:  The Pastor invites the communicants, those who are able, to kneel 

and then distributes the host which may be received into the hand or the mouth.  The Elder 

distributes the individual cups.  The communicants are asked to hold their cups until the Pastor 

says, “Take and drink.” 
 

 

Hymn: The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord  LSB 634 

Hymn: O Savior, Precious Savior  LSB 527 

Hymn: Lord, 'Tis Not That I Did Choose Thee  LSB 573 

 
Stand 
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Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
  

P Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent 

Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given 

us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but 

always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled 
constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 
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Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Benediction 
  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord lift His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen 

 
Closing Hymn: Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise  LSB 917 

 
Postlude Land of Rest - Gilbert Martin 

 

 

 

T     T     T 
 

 

 

 

Service Concludes (10:45) 

 

Collect 
  

P Almighty God, grant to Your Church Your Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes down 

from above, that Your Word may not be bound but have free course and be preached to 

the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, that in steadfast faith we may serve You 

and, in the confession of Your name, abide unto the end; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 

 
Benediction 
  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord lift His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen 
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Closing Hymn: Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise  LSB 917 

 
Postlude Land of Rest - Gilbert Martin 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

T     T     T 
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THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
 

SUNDAY:   8:15 a.m. – Divine Service with Holy Communion   

   Coffee and Fellowship in the Parlor 

  9:45 a.m. – Sunday School downstairs in Parker Hall 

  9:45 a.m. – Junior and Senior High classes downstairs in the church 

  9:45 a.m. – Pastor Walter’s Bible Class upstairs in Parker Hall 

    10:45 a.m. – Divine Service  

  2:45 p.m. – Youth Bowling with Pastor 

MON - FRI:    7:30 a.m. –  Early Childhood Development Center 

MONDAY:  6:30 p.m. – Parish Planning Council 

TUESDAY:        NO Handbell Choir 

   NO Adult Choir 

WEDNESDAY:  6:30 a.m. –  Men’s Bible Study (Grace Parlor) 

  7:00 p.m. – Mid-week Divine Service 

THUR. – SAT.   Mid-South District Convention – May 28-30 
 

TODAY IN SUNDAY SCHOOL – This week, students will learn how God gives them 
faith to believe His promises in Baptism as they study the account “Paul Baptizes the 
Philippian Jailer.” As a family, you could discuss, “How did God use Paul’s 
imprisonment to continue the spread of the Gospel? Tell about a time you had the 
opportunity to share the message of Jesus with someone.”  
 

PASTOR WALTER’S CLASS meets each Sunday morning at 9:45 a.m. upstairs in the 

Family Life Center in Parker Hall.  This morning Pastor Walter continues a study of St. 

Peter’s Epistles. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES for children ages 3 years through 6
th

 grade meet in the 

lower level of the Family Life Center and JUNIOR HIGH AND HIGH SCHOOL CLASSES 

meet in their classrooms downstairs in the church.  
 

CONGRATULATIONS to John and Megan Calvillo on the birth of their son, Judah Simon 

Calvillo, on Sunday, June 17
th

.  Judah’s brother and sisters are Jonas, Avery and Afton. 

Calvillo and his grandparents are John and Debbie Whittington and Simon and Jean 

Calvillo.   
 

HOLY BAPTISM – This morning in our 10:45 Service, Judah Simon Calvillo, son of John 

and Megan Calvillo, will be received into God’s Kingdom of Grace through the 

Sacrament of Holy Baptism. Judah’s sponsor is Haley Whittington. Congratulations and 

God’s Blessings to the Calvillo family.     
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DISTRICT SUNDAY OFFERING – Today we are inviting you to be a part of our 

congregation’s support of the Mid-South District education debt relief fund for 

professional church workers in our district.  This morning at the end of the Service, we 

will have a door offering at each entrance for you to share your gift for this District 

Sunday Offering.  The offering will be taken to the Convention’s Opening Service this 

Thursday at Christ the King in Memphis. Jim Robinson is Grace’s lay delegate to the 

convention along with Pastor Walter. 
 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:  

Susan Mahnken is recovering at home following surgery. 

Elwanda Wells is recovering following surgery. 

Allen Deislinger is continuing his recovery at home.  

Mona DeMilt is hospitalized at UAMS. 

Emma Louise Lile is in hospice care at Briarwood Nursing Center. 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND GOD’S BLESSINGS TO: 
June 24 – Mildred Burgess, Lou Alice May 

June 25 – Rob Nichols 

June 27 – Gary Proud 

June 29 – Dave Graf 

June 30 – Philip Bemberg, Donna Langlais, Michel Litwa 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY AND GOD’S BLESSINGS TO: 

June 24 – Megan and John Calvillo 

June 27 – Jo Hanna and Grady Worden 

June 30 – Amber and David Solomon 
 

GRACE WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP – Attendance:  Sunday 6/17: 130 (8:15 – 65 and 

10:45 – 65).  Mid-week Service 6/20: 9.  Offerings:  Sunday 6/17: $5,742.00.   Mid-

week Service 6/13: $60.00. Missions: $30.00. Memorials: $220.00. Scholarship Fund: 

$100.00. District Convention: $100.00. 
 

YOUTH BOWLING WITH PASTOR - Ready for some fun?!?!  Today! 3-5 pm.  Meet at 

the church at 2:45 pm or have your parents drop you off and pick you up at Millennium 

Bowl on Maumelle Blvd.  Please let Pastor or Diane Roberts know if you are going.  
 

PARISH PLANNING COUNCIL will meet tomorrow, Monday, June 25
th

, at 6:30 p.m. in 

the Parlor.  Tim Loyd is the executive director. 
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PORTALS OF PRAYER devotion books for July thru September are available on the 

table in the rear of the sanctuary.  Please pick up your copy this morning.   

 
MEMORIALS - 

IN MEMORY OF DR. ELDON SCHULZ  
TO THE DR. ELDON SCHULZ MEMORIAL FUND 

 By  Jon and Sandy Lindemann 

  Ed and Susan Mahnken 

  Kelley Pittman 

  Jeff and Ginny Ralston 

  Robert and Sheila Wilimzig 

  Joy Club – Lori Bloom 

   Gervais and Sharon LeBlanc 

   Joel and Gina Junkans 

   Rebecca Cate 

   Tim and Stephana Loyd 

   Riley Middaugh 

   

IN MEMORY OF NEIL VAN AGTMAEL – Father of Linnea Weed 

TO THE GRACE BUILDING FUND 

 By Ed and Susan Mahnken 
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Splash Canyon VBS 

 

July 22-26 
 
 
Plunge in to VBS 2018 at Splash Canyon VBS - July 22-26 where your children learn 

how God keeps His promises on life’s wild ride! They’ll look into the Bible, God’s Holy 

Word, and explore five Bible accounts where our faithful God keeps His promises to be 

with us and gives us life and hope through Jesus, our Savior.  

 

A sign-up sheets for volunteer opportunities and registration will be on the bridge so take 

a minute and sign up today!  Also please save the date!! 

 

For more information contact Catherine Manchester.  

 
 

 

 


