GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
(Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod)
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS
December 31, 2018

THE EVE OF THE NAME OF JESUS
NEW YEAR’S EVE

Prelude Preludes in C Major and F Major (BWV 553/556) ~ J.S. Bach
Lighting of the Chancel Candles
Ringing of the Church Bell

Opening Hymn: Across the Sky the Shades of Night LSB 899

Confession and Absolution

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation

(P} In the name of the Father and of the »I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

Exhortation Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5

(P) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
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Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.
Confession of Sins

) O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which |
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and |
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful
to me, a poor, sinful being.

John 20:19-23
(P} Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the ~- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

Service of the Word

Introit
Service Note: The Introit will be sung responsively by whole verse, with the Pastor singing those
marked (P}, and the congregation singing those marked [@.
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(P} Our help is in the name | of the LORD,*
who made | heaven and earth.

Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!*
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him.

(P] The LoRrD has made known his sal- | vation;*
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations.

He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of | Israel.*
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God.
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Gloria Patri
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§ Glo- be to the Fa-ther andto the Son and to the Ho-ly Ghost;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.

Kyrie Mark 10:47
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Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29
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O Lord God, heav'n-ly King, God the Fa-ther Al - mighty.
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O Lord, the only begotten Son, Je - sus  Christ;
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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® The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.
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@® Let us pray.

(P) Eternal God, we commit to Your mercy and forgiveness the year now ending and
commend to Your blessing and love the times yet to come. In the new year, abide
among us with Your Holy Spirit that we may always trust in the saving name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
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Old Testament Reading Isaiah 30:15-17

For thus said the Lord Gob, the Holy One of Israel,
“In returning and rest you shall be saved;
in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.”
But you were unwilling, and you said,
“No! We will flee upon horses”; therefore you shall flee away;
and, “We will ride upon swift steeds”; therefore your pursuers shall be swift.
A thousand shall flee at the threat of one;
at the threat of five you shall flee,
till you are left like a flagstaff on the top of a mountain,
like a signal on a hill.

(P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Gradual Psalm 90:12, 14

Epistle

Stand
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Teach us to num- | ber our days*
that we may get a heart of | wisdom.

Satisfy us in the morning with Your | steadfast love,*
that we may rejoice and be glad | all our days.

Romans 8:31b-39

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did
not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously
give us all things? Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies.
Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who
is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the
love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or
danger, or sword? As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long;
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For | am sure
that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor
powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse
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Al-le -lu - ia. Alle-lu - ia Alle-Iu - ia.

(P) The steadfast love | of the LORD*
is from everlasting to everlasting on those who | fear him.
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Al-le -lu - ia. Alle-lu - ija. Alle-lu - ia.

Holy Gospel Luke 12:35-40

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.

Glo-ry be to Thee, O  Lord.

[Jesus said:] “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, and be like men who
are waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may open the
door to him at once when he comes and knocks. Blessed are those servants whom the master
finds awake when he comes. Truly, | say to you, he will dress himself for service and have
them recline at table, and he will come and serve them. If he comes in the second watch, or in
the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those servants! But know this, that if the master
of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have left his house
to be broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do
not expect.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,



very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life -« of the world to come. Amen

Sit

Sermon Hymn: O Sing of Christ LSB 362

Sermon Psalm 90:12, 14
“All Our Days”

Stand



Offertory Psalm 51:10-12
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Cre-ate in me a clean heart,
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God, and re-

new a right spir-it with - in me. Cast me not a -

way fromThy pres-ence,and take not Thy Ho-ly  Spir-it

tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it. A - men.

Sit
Offering O Sing of Christ ~ Paul Manz

Stand

Prayer of the Church

(P] Letus pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to
their needs.

Each petition ends with the following:

(P) Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.



The prayers conclude with the following:

(P} Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen

Service of the Sacrament

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1 Psalm 136
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P The Lord be with you.
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.
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P Let us give thanks un- to the Lord, our God.
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Proper Preface
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It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of
Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those
things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and saying:

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13
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® Our Father who art in heav - en, hal - low - ed be Thy name,
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Thy king - dom come, Thy will be done on earth as it
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The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24;

Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25
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(P] Our Lord Je-sus Christ, on the night when He was be-trayed, took bread,

and when He had giv - en thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
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Pax Domini John 20:19
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(P) The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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Agnus Dei
John 1:29
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tak-est a-way the sin of the world, have mer-cyup-on us.
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men,
Sit
Distribution
Communion instructions: The Pastor invites the communicants, those who are able, to kneel
and then distributes the host which may be received into the hand or the mouth. The Communion

Assistant distributes the individual cups. The communicants are asked to hold their cups until the
Pastor says, “Take and drink.”

Hymn: Your Table | Approach LSB 628
Hymn: O God, Our Help in Ages Past LSB 733
Hymn: Be Still, My Soul LSB 752
Stand
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Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29-32
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Thanksgiving
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@ O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev -

Post-Communion Collect

(P) Letus pray.

Psalm 107:1

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent
Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given
us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but
always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled
constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

A - men.

Salutation
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® The Lord be with you.
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Benedicamus Psalm 103:1
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Thanks be to God.

Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
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® The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make
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Closing Hymn: Let Us All with Gladsome Voice LSB 390
Postlude O God, Our Help in Ages Past
= ok 2y
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HOLY COMMUNION

Holy Communion will be celebrated in our Service this evening. In this
sacrament we receive Christ’s very body and blood for the forgiveness of sins. Those
who are not members of Grace are asked to speak with our Pastor before partaking of this
sacrament so that the unity of faith might be established. Thank you for honoring this
request.

THE ALTAR FLOWERS

The Altar Flowers this evening are given to the glory of God and the
beautification of His House by Robert and Wilma Richter in honor of their 40th wedding
anniversary as they were married here at Grace December 30, 1978, and in thanksgiving
for blessings received.

THOSE WHO SERVE

Pastor: Rev. James C. Walter
Organist: Charles Russell
Acolyte: Zachary Melcher
Cantor: Jon Cline
Communion Assistant: Robert Wilimzig
Greeter: Gina Junkans
Altar Guild: Suzanne Raddle and Wilma Richter
Ushers: Roy Andrews, Roy Bullard, Gary Proud
Nursery Attendant: Mary Ann Dyer
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