
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
(Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod) 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 
September 9, 2018 

THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

PRAYER UPON ENTERING CHURCH 

Lord Jesus Christ, You have done and continue to do all things well.  I rejoice in the 

forgiveness of sins that You earned for me on the cross and I celebrate the opening of my heart and 

mind through Your Word so that I might be the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit.  Grant me to have 

open ears to continually hear Your Word and a loosened tongue used to confess Your name as by faith 

I live my life to Your glory.  In Your holy name I pray.  Amen   

WELCOME 

Welcome to Grace!  It is good for you to be here and it is our prayer that you will be blessed 

in your life of faith by your attendance here this morning.  As we gather today, we rejoice in the work 

that Jesus did on our behalf to give us hearts that hear and believe and tongues that share what we 

have been given to believe.  In our Epistle reading St. James reminds us of the importance of 

practicing in our lives what we confess with our mouths.  “What good is it, my brothers, if someone 

says he has faith but does not have works?  Can that faith save him? …Faith by itself, if it does not 

have works, is dead.”  Certainly it is the work of Jesus for us that saves us, yet it is our faith’s 

response that does good works.  

 We ask that everyone fill out an attendance registration card found at each pew and return it 

to an Usher as the Offering is collected.  Restrooms are located downstairs in this building or on this 

floor level across the bridge that connects this building with the Family Life Center.  The restrooms 

are on the left before entering the Fellowship Hall.  Children are welcome in our Service and they will 

be invited to come forward for a Children’s Message.  Parents may accompany them if they wish.  A 

nursery for infants and toddlers is located downstairs for anyone who has need. 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 Holy Communion will be celebrated in the 8:15 Service today.  In this sacrament we receive 

Christ’s very body and blood for the forgiveness of sins.  Those who are not members of Grace are 

asked to speak with our Pastor before partaking of this sacrament so that the unity of faith might be 

established.  Thank you for honoring this request. 

AS WE GATHER 
 Sometimes when a student does a good job on an assignment, the teacher will reward him or 

her with a gold star for a job well done!  Yet, not every assignment or test paper that a student 

completes is handed back with a “gold star” or the words “well done.”  Jesus however is different.  

The crowds in today’s Gospel proclaim with astonishment, “He has done all things well” (Mark 7:37).  

The people are right: Jesus can do only good because His is God, and God is good!  Indeed, He alone 

is good!  In His healing, preaching, and teaching, He does all things well.  Even to the end as He cries 

out from the cross, “It is finished,” Jesus does His Father’s will for us with gold-star perfection.  With 

His death, resurrection and eventual return, Jesus has done, and will do, all things well.  
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THE ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

 The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God and the beautification of His 

House by Tim and Stephana Loyd in thanksgiving for the blessing of thirty-seven years of 

marriage 

 

THOSE WHO SERVE  
 
Pastor:                                                               Rev. James C. Walter 

Director of Parish Music: Charles Russell 

Secretary:                                                                         Pat Funk 

Early Childhood Center Director:                          Colleen Moorman 

Acolyte:             (8:15)      Heidi Litwa 

Cantor: (8:15) Chuck Fandrei 

Communion Assistant: (8:15) Raymond Harrill 

Ushers:                (8:15)   Robert Bemberg, Sr., Daniel Loyd, Tim Loyd 

  Ed Mahnken, Claude Riggin 

Greeters:              (8:15)    Robert and Carole Nichols  

Altar Guild: (8:15) Sally McNabb, Brenda Parscale 

Acolyte:            (10:45)                    Elias Found 

Cantor:               (10:45)                          Jeff Ralston 

Ushers:              (10:45)        Shaun Baker, Charlie Buchanan  

  Ron Krueger 

Greeters:             (10:45)                  Gervais and Sharon LeBlanc 

Altar Guild: (10:45) Ginny Ralston 

Coffee Hosts:       Myrna Smith, Sammye Sue Harrill   

Altar Guild:  (Wed. evening)     Suzanne Raddle, Wilma Richter 

 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS - The appointed readings for next Sunday, September 16

th
, 

The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost are:  Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 50:4-10, 

The Epistle Reading: James 3:1-12, and The Gospel Reading: Mark 0:14-29. 

 

Grace Lutheran Church 

5124 Hillcrest, Little Rock, AR  72205 

Mailing address:  P. O. Box 250769, Little Rock, AR 72225 
 

www.gracelutheranlr.org  

Telephone Number: 501-663-3631 

 

http://www.gracelutheranlr.org/


 

 

- 3 - 

THE ORDER OF DIVINE SERVICE 
FOR 

 THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

  

 
Prelude Liebster Jesu, Wir Sind Hier (BWV 634) ~ Johann Sebastian Bach 
 Praise the Almighty ~ John A. Behnke  

 
Lighting of the Chancel Candles 

 
Ringing of the Church Bell 

 
Opening Hymn: Praise the Almighty  LSB 797 

 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 

 
Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

 
Exhortation Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3–4; Luke 18:13 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, [and] call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

[and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar,] 
let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we 

have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 

condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to 

me, a sinner. 
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Confession of Sins 
  

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 

life. Amen 

 
Absolution John 20:19–23 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
 
 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Ps. 28:1–2, 6–7; antiphon: Ps. 28:8 

 

P The LORD is the strength of his people; 

C  he is the saving refuge of his anointed. 
 

P  To you, O LORD, I call; my rock, be not deaf to me, 

C  lest, if you be silent to me, I become like those who go down to the pit. 
 

P  Hear the voice of my pleas for mercy, when I cry to you for help, 

C  when I lift up my hands toward your most holy sanctuary. 

 

P  Blessèd be the LORD! 

C  for he has heard the voice of my pleas for mercy. 
 

P  The LORD is my strength and my shield; in him my heart trusts, and I am helped; 

C  my heart exults, and with my song I give thanks to him. 

 

C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen 
 
P  The LORD is the strength of his people; 

C  he is the saving refuge of his anointed. 
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Kyrie Mark 10:47 

 

 

 
  

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,  

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise  

let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

A Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 
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Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

O Lord, let Your merciful ears be open to the prayers of Your humble servants and grant 

that what they ask may be in accord with Your gracious will; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen 

 

 
Sit 
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Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 35:4–7a 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Gradual Ps. 34:9, 19, alt. 
 

 
 

Fear the LORD, | you his saints,* 

for those who fear him lack | nothing! 

Many are the afflictions of the | righteous,* 

but the LORD delivers him out | of them all. 

 
Epistle  James 2:1–10, 14–18 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse 
  

 
  

 

P    The LORD builds up Jerusalem; he gathers the outcasts of Israel.         Ps. 147:2–3 

  He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.  
  

 

 
Holy Gospel  Mark 7:31–37 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the seventh chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
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The reading of the Holy Gospel.  

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Nicene Creed (8:15) 
  

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen 
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Apostles' Creed (10:45) 
  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen 

 
Sit 

 
Children's Message 

 
Sermon Hymn: Word of God, Come Down on Earth  LSB 545 

 
Sermon Mark 7:31–37 

“Well Done” 

 
Stand 

 
Prayer of the Church 
  

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 

their needs.  
 

Each petition ends with the following:  
 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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The prayers conclude with the following: 

 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 

 
Sit 

 
Offering Word of God, Come Down on Earth ~ Jim Vyhanek  

 
Stand 

 
Offertory: We Give Thee But Thine Own  LSB 781 
 

 

 
 

6 And we believe Thy Word, 

    Though dim our faith may be: 

Whate’er for Thine we do, O Lord, 

    We do it unto Thee. 
 
Public domain 
 

 
 
 
 
10:45 service continues on page 15 
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Service of the Sacrament (8:15) 

 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings 

You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your 

boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into 

our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. 

Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who 

believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore 

with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 

Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
  

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and 

given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 

eternal life. 
  

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the 

forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life.  

Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 
  

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  

Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross 

and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body 

and blood. 
  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth  

    as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses  

    as we forgive those  

   who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom  

     and the power and the glory  

     forever and ever. Amen 

  
The Words of Our Lord 
  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini John 20:19 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen 

 
Agnus Dei John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Sit 

 
Distribution 

 

Communion Instructions:  The Pastor invites the communicants, those who are able, to kneel 

and then distributes the host which may be received into the hand or the mouth.  The Elder 

distributes the individual cups.  The communicants are asked to hold their cups until the Pastor 

says, “Take and drink.” 
 

Hymn: I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table  LSB 618 
Hymn: Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us  LSB 851 
Hymn: How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds  LSB 524 

 
Stand 
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Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Post-Communion Collect 
  

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 

in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 
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Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Benediction  
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord lift His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen 

 
Closing Hymn: O Son of God, in Galilee  LSB 841 

 
Postlude Praise the Almighty ~ Jeffrey Blersch 

 

 

 
T     T     T 

 

 

 

Service Concludes (10:45) 
 

Lord's Prayer 
  

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth  

   as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses  

    as we forgive those  

    who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen 
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Collect  
 

P Almighty God, grant to Your Church Your Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes down 

from above, that Your Word may not be bound but have free course and be preached to 

the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, that in steadfast faith we may serve You and, 

in the confession of Your name, abide unto the end; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 

 
Benediction 
  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord lift His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen 

 
Closing Hymn: O Son of God, in Galilee  LSB 841 

 
Postlude Praise the Almighty ~ Jeffrey Blersch  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T     T     T 
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THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
 

SUNDAY:   8:15 a.m. – Divine Service with Holy Communion   

   Coffee and Fellowship in the Parlor 

  9:45 a.m. – Sunday School downstairs in Parker Hall 

  9:45 a.m. – Junior and Senior High classes downstairs in the church 

  9:45 a.m. – Pastor Walter’s Bible Class upstairs in Parker Hall 

 10:45 a.m. – Divine Service  

MON - FRI:  7:30 a.m. –  Early Childhood Development Center 

MONDAY:  6:00 p.m. – Board of Christian Education   
TUESDAY:  5:30 p.m. – Handbell Choir 

  6:30 p.m. – Adult Choir 

WEDNESDAY:  6:30 a.m. –  Men’s Bible Study (Grace Parlor) 

  7:00 p.m. – Mid-Week Divine Service with Holy Communion 

THURSDAY: 12:00 noon – Noon Devotion with Pastor 

NEXT SUNDAY:  5:00 p.m. – Youth Group Information and Planning Meeting 

 

TODAY IN SUNDAY SCHOOL - For the next few weeks in Sunday School, the children 

will be studying true story of the life of Joseph. It begins today with the account of 

“Joseph and His Brothers.” Though the brothers didn’t know it, God would use their 

treachery to bring about His plan to deliver His people and ultimately to deliver us from 

sin and death through Jesus. A family discussion might include, “How can hatred and 

unkind thoughts lead to hateful words and actions?” On the cross, Jesus saved us from 

the hurt and harm of our own sins and the sins of others. 

 

PASTOR WALTER’S CLASS meets each Sunday morning at 9:45 a.m. upstairs in the 

Family Life Center in Parker Hall.  This morning Pastor Walter continues a study of St. 

Peter’s Epistles. 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES for children ages 3 years through 6

th
 grade meet in the 

lower level of the Family Life Center and JUNIOR HIGH AND HIGH SCHOOL 
CLASSES meet in their classrooms downstairs in the church.  

 
NEW MEMBER – Mrs. Mary Rosenkoetter has transferred her membership to Grace from 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Escondido, California.  Please welcome Mary to our 

Grace Family.  
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY AND GOD’S BLESSINGS TO: 
Sept. 15 – Jennifer and Jeremy Hammond 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND GOD’S BLESSINGS TO: 
Sept.   9 – Lyndsey Dilks, Eric Sanders 

Sept. 10 – Robert Nichols 

Sept. 12 – Nick Worden 

Sept. 13 – Dawn Cline, Sydney Manchester 

Sept. 15 – Oliver Goodrich, Laura Hettman 
 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:  
Florence Marvin is recovering at home following surgery. 

Paul Krueger continues his recovery at home. 

Ed Mahnken continues his recovery following surgery. 

Donna Langlais continues her recovery following surgery. 

Mona DeMilt is in rehabilitative care. 

Emma Louise Lile is in hospice care at Briarwood Nursing Center. 
 

GRACE WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP – Attendance:  Sunday 9/2: 122 (8:15 – 58 and 

10:45 – 64).  Mid-Week Service 9/5: 8. Offerings:  Sunday 9/2: $8,697.00.    Mid-Week 

Service 8/29: $210.00.  Missions: $80.00. Memorials: $250.00. Scholarship Fund: 

$130.00.  Building Fund: $580.00.  Youth Fund: $10.00. 

 

COFFEE HOUR HOST - We need you! to sign up for Coffee Hour.  Please contact Diane 

Roberts if you are willing and able to host.  di4hogs@yahoo.com or 501-681-8034  

Thanks! 

 
60TH ORDINATION CELEBRATION FOR REV. HENRY BEHLING – Faith Lutheran 

Church in Hot Springs Village will be honoring Pastor Behling on the 60
th

 Anniversary 

of his ordination on September 23
rd

 at their 10:00 a.m. Worship Service. They will 

serve  a light lunch following the Service.  (It is also Pastor Behling and Barb’s 60
th

 

Wedding Anniversary). Faith Lutheran would also like to have a Card Shower, so if you 

would like to send a card or note of appreciation for the times Pastor Behling led worship 

here at Grace, please send it to him c/o Faith Lutheran Church, 1196 Desoto Blvd, Hot 

Springs Village, AR 71909.  If you would like to attend the service and luncheon, reserve 

your space by calling Pat Muzika at 501-984-2841. 

 
 

mailto:di4hogs@yahoo.com
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MEMORIALS - 

IN MEMORY OF ALLEN DEISLINGER  
TO THE GRACE BUILDING FUND 

By Nan Canfield 

 Ron and Russlynn Krueger 

 Ed and Susan Mahnken 

 Verna and Shirley Rieve 

 Mildred Wilkins 

 

IN MEMORY OF CHARLES L KIES 

TO THE GRACE BUILDING FUND 

By Verna and Shirley Rieve 
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The Women Of Grace (formerly LWML) will be collecting school supplies again this year to send 
to areas in need. In 2017, 214,490 school kits were sent to 15 different countries. These families 
often need to choose between a meal or buying supplies for school. If they don’t have the 
supplies they need, they often cannot attend school. Grace Lutheran has an ingathering every 
year to collect kits from area churches. These kits are loaded onto a truck and shipped to one of 
LWR’s warehouses in Minnesota or Maryland. Here they are sorted, checked and repacked for 
efficient shipping. LWR staff work with partners overseas to determine where and what items 
are most needed. Once prepared for shipment, they travel by ocean freight to the receiving 
partner in countries around the world. Here they are cleared through customs, and transferred 
to storage until they can be distributed according to local needs. Much care and effort goes into 
each kit to ensure it arrives to the intended recipient in good shape.  
 

Supplies needed for each kit include: 
   4- 70 count notebooks 
   1-ruler (with cm or cm and inches) 
   1-pencil sharpener 
   1-blunt tip 5 inch scissors 
   5-pencils 
   5- ball point pens 
   1-pink eraser 
   1-box crayons 
   1-drawstring backpack  (14inx17in) 

 

Thank you in advance for all you do to make this possible. Our goal this year is 75+ kits from 
Grace.  
 

If anyone is interested in sewing backpacks for these kits, I can supply you with the cut fabric 
and instructions to make them.  
 

For questions call/text Ginny Ralston: 501-425-1487 or e-mail ginny.ralston@gmail.com 
 
 

mailto:ginny.ralston@gmail.com

