
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
(Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod) 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 
July 8, 2018 

 

THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  

PRAYER UPON ENTERING CHURCH 

 Lord Jesus Christ, I am weak, but You are strong, strong to save me from sin and death.  In 

an act that the world saw as weakness, Your suffering and death by crucifixion, You secured for me 

forgiveness of sins and everlasting life.  While any of my efforts to make this my own also fail, by 

Your all sufficient grace You have given to me this great blessing.  Grant that my life, by Your Holy 

Spirit’s power, shows forth my thanks and praise to You for this tremendous blessing.  In Your holy 

name I pray.  Amen 

WELCOME 

 Welcome to Grace!  It is our prayer that you will be strengthened in Your faith by the power 

of the Gospel which is God’s power for us unto salvation for all who believe.  The many Scripture 

Readings assigned for the season of Pentecost teach us what it means to live as one who has been 

redeemed and justified by the grace of God.  That grace of God is truly sufficient for us as His power 

is made perfect in weakness.  If you are not a member of Grace and wish to learn more about our 

teachings as drawn from God’s Word please speak with our Pastor.  We are glad you are here and 

we invite you to come and worship with us again. 
 We ask that everyone fill out an attendance registration card found at each pew and return it 

to an Usher as the Offering is collected.  Children are welcome in our Service and will be invited to 

come forward for a Children’s Message.  Parents may accompany them if they wish.  A nursery for 

infants and toddlers is located downstairs for anyone who has need.  Restroom facilities are located 

downstairs in this building or on this floor level across the bridge before entering the fellowship hall.   

HOLY COMMUNION 

 Holy Communion will be celebrated in the 8:15 Service today.  In this sacrament we receive 

Christ’s very body and blood for the forgiveness of sins.  Those who are not members of Grace are 

asked to speak with our Pastor before partaking of this sacrament so that the unity of faith might be 

established.  Thank you for honoring this request. 

AS WE GATHER 
 God’s power, grace, and mercy stand in contrast to our weakness.  The psalmist urges us to 

lift up our eyes to God, especially in times of distress.  In the Old Testament Reading, Ezekiel is sent 

to rebellious Israel to speak the Word of the Lord.  Likewise, in the Gospel Reading for this morning, 

Jesus comes to His hometown to teach, but He is rejected.  Sometimes familiarity breeds contempt, 

and in this case it does.  In the Epistle Reading we find the theme for today in its clearest depiction as 

Paul boasts and rejoices in his weakness, because when he is weak, then he is strong, and God most 

clearly showcases His power, grace and mercy for Paul.  The Lord shared with him, “My grace is 

sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” (2 Corinthians 12:9)  We are given to 

rely on His grace and not our merits for forgiveness of sins and everlasting life, His power not ours. 
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THE ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

        The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God and the beautification the Lords house by 

Ann and Owen Stoker in loving memory of Ann’s parents, Paul and Jeanne Nolte. 

 
Pastor:                                                               Rev. James C. Walter 

Director of Parish Music: Charles Russell 

Secretary:                                                                         Pat Funk 

Early Childhood Center Director:                          Colleen Moorman 

Acolyte:             (8:15)      Bowman Stein 

Communion Assistant: (8:15) Richard Sanders 

Cantor: (8:15) Paula Walter 

Ushers:                (8:15)   Tommy Borchert, Chuck Fandrei, Jim Marvin 

             Paul Nichols, Carter Stein 

Greeter:              (8:15)    Judy Borchert  

Altar Guild: (8:15) Bev Sanders 

Acolyte:            (10:45)                    Kyla Wilbert 

Cantor:               (10:45)                          Ron Krueger 

Ushers:              (10:45)        Paul Krueger, Gervais LeBlanc 

  Jeff Ralston, Ken Ross 

Greeter:             (10:45)                  Ginny Ralston 

Altar Guild: (10:45) Russlynn Krueger 

Coffee Hosts:          

Altar Guild:  (Wed. evening)     Suzanne Raddle, Wilma Richter 
 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS - The appointed readings for next Sunday, July 15
th

, The 

Eighth Sunday After Pentecost are:  Old Testament Reading: Amos 7:7-15, The Epistle 

Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14, and The Gospel Reading: Mark 6:14-29. 

 

Grace Lutheran Church 

5124 Hillcrest, Little Rock, AR  72205 
 

Mailing address:  P. O. Box 250769, Little Rock, AR 72225 

www.gracelutheranlr.org  
 

Telephone Number: 501-663-3631 

 

 

 

http://www.gracelutheranlr.org/
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THE ORDER OF DIVINE SERVICE 
FOR 

 THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

 
 

Prelude Fugue in G Major, “Gigue" (BWV 577)  

 ~ Johann Sebastian Bach 

 
Lighting of the Chancel Candles 

 
Ringing of the Church Bell 

 
Opening Hymn: By Grace I’m Saved LSB 566 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 

 
Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

 
Exhortation Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3–4; Luke 18:13 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, [and] call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

[and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar,] 
let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we 

have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 

condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to 

me, a sinner. 
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Confession of Sins 
  

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 

life. Amen 

 
Absolution John 20:19–23 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

 

 

Service of the Word 

 

Introit Ps. 132:13–16; antiphon: Ps. 34:8 
 

P  Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! 

C Blessèd is the man who takes refuge in him! 

 

P  For the LORD has chosen Zion; 

C  he has desired it for his dwelling place: 
 

P  “This is my resting place forever; 

C  here I will dwell, for I have desired it. 
 

P  I will abundantly bless her provisions; 

C  I will satisfy her poor with bread. 
 

P  Her priests I will clothe with salvation, 

C  and her saints will shout for joy. 

 

C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen 
 

P  Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! 

C  Blessèd is the man who takes refuge in him! 
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Kyrie Mark 10:47 

 

 

 
  

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,  

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise  

let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

A Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 
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Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O God, Your almighty power is made known chiefly in showing mercy. Grant us the 

fullness of Your grace that we may be called to repentance and made partakers of Your 

heavenly treasures; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 
 

 
Sit 
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Old Testament Reading  Ezekiel 2:1–5 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Gradual Rom. 11:33, 36 

 

 
 

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowl- | edge of God!* 

How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable | his ways! 

For from him and through him and to him are | all things.* 

To him be glory forever. | Amen. 

 
Epistle  2 Corinthians 12:1–10 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse Mark 6:13 

 

 
 

P  They cast out many demons  

and anointed with oil many who were sick and healed them. . 

 

 
Holy Gospel  Mark 6:1–13 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
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The reading of the Holy Gospel. 
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Nicene Creed (8:15) 
  

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen 
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Apostles' Creed (10:45) 
  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen 

 
Sit 

 
Children's Message 

 
Sermon Hymn: My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less LSB 575  

 
Sermon 2 Corinthians 12:1–10 

“Sufficient Grace” 

 
Stand 

 
Prayer of the Church 
  

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 

their needs.  
 

Each petition ends with the following:  
 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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The prayers conclude with the following: 

 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 

 
Sit 

 
Offering Aria on “My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less” ~ John A. Behnke  

 
Stand 

 
Offertory: We Give Thee But Thine Own  LSB 781 
 

 

 
 

6 And we believe Thy Word, 

    Though dim our faith may be: 

Whate’er for Thine we do, O Lord, 

    We do it unto Thee. 
 
Public domain 
 

 
 
 
 
10:45 service continues on page 15 
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Service of the Sacrament (8:15) 

 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings 

You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your 

boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into 

our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. 

Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who 

believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore 

with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 

Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
  

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and 

given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 

eternal life. 
  
In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the 

forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life.  

Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 
  

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  

Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross 

and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body 

and blood. 
  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth  

    as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses  

    as we forgive those  

    who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom  

     and the power and the glory  

     forever and ever. Amen 

 
The Words of Our Lord 
  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 
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in remembrance of Me.” 

Pax Domini John 20:19 

 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen 

 
Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sit 

 
Distribution 
 

Communion Instructions:  The Pastor invites the communicants, those who are able, to kneel 

and then distributes the host which may be received into the hand or the mouth.  The Elder 

distributes the individual cups.  The communicants are asked to hold their cups until the Pastor 

says, “Take and drink.” 
 

Hymn:  Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face LSB 631 
Hymn:  Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me LSB 722 
Hymn:  Be Still, My Soul LSB 752 

 
Stand 
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Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Post-Communion Collect 
  

P Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in 

the Holy Supper of Your Son's body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout 

our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your 

saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 
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Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Benediction  
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord lift His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen 

 
Closing Hymn: Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer LSB 918 

 
Postlude Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer ~ Paul Manz 

 

 

 

T     T     T 
  

 

Service Concludes (10:45) 

 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on  

    earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses  

    as we forgive those 

    who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom  

     and the power and the glory  

     forever and ever. Amen 
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Collect 
  

P Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant 

that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that, by patience 

and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 

 
Benediction 
  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord lift His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen 

 
Closing Hymn: Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer LSB 918 

 
Postlude Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer ~ Paul Manz  

 

 

 

 

 
T     T     T 
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THIS WEEK AT GRACE 

 

SUNDAY:   8:15 a.m. – Divine Service with Holy Communion   

   Coffee and Fellowship in the Parlor 

  9:45 a.m. – Sunday School downstairs in Parker Hall 

  9:45 a.m. – Junior and Senior High classes downstairs in the church 

  9:45 a.m. – Pastor Walter’s Bible Class upstairs in Parker Hall 

    10:45 a.m. – Divine Service  

MON - FRI:    7:30 a.m. –  Early Childhood Development Center 

MONDAY:  6:00 p.m. – Board of Christian Education 

WEDNESDAY:  6:30 a.m. –  Men’s Bible Study (Grace Parlor) 

  7:00 p.m. –  Mid-week Divine Service with Holy Communion 

THURSDAY:      12:00 noon – Devotions with Pastor   

 

TODAY IN SUNDAY SCHOOL - John the Baptist appears in this week’s Sunday School 

lesson, “John Tells People to Repent.” As they study this Bible account, students will 

learn how God wants them to be sorry for their sins and seek His forgiveness. Consider 

these discussion questions: “How did John call the people to repent of their sins? What 

was John preparing them for? Who calls us to repent?” 

 

PASTOR WALTER’S CLASS meets each Sunday morning at 9:45 a.m. upstairs in the 

Family Life Center in Parker Hall.  This morning Pastor Walter continues a study of St. 

Peter’s Epistles. 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES for children ages 3 years through 6

th
 grade meet in the 

lower level of the Family Life Center and JUNIOR HIGH AND HIGH SCHOOL 
CLASSES meet in their classrooms downstairs in the church.  

 
REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:  
Elwanda Wells is recovering following surgery. 

Allen Deislinger is continuing his recovery at home.  

Mona DeMilt is in rehabilitative care. 

Emma Louise Lile is in hospice care at Briarwood Nursing Center. 

 
CONGRATULATIONS AND GOD’S BLESSINGS to Mark and Rachel Seidenschnur 

Slobodien on the birth of their daughter, Anna Claire Slobodien, on June 27
th

, in 

Washington, DC.  Anna’s grandparents are Peter-Paul and Judith Seidenschnur. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND GOD’S BLESSINGS TO: 
July   9 – Kristin St. Clair 

July 10 – Chuck Fandrei, David Holzhauer, Jon Lindemann 

July 12 – Jan Grant, Sandy Lindemann 

July 13 – Amelia Schluterman 

July 14 – Charlotte Johnson 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY AND GOD’S BLESSINGS TO: 

July 8 – Lisa and Steve Gertsch 
 

GRACE WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP – Attendance:  Sunday 7/1: 159 (8:15 – 82 and 

10:45 – 77).  No Mid-Week Service on 7/4.  Offerings:  Sunday 7/1: $11,377.00.   Mid-

week Service 6/27: $140.00. Missions: $80.00. Memorials: $420.00. Building Fund: 

$280.00. Scholarship Fund: $80.00.  
 

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION will meet Monday, July 9
th

, at 6:00 p.m. in the 

Parlor.  Bob Bryant is the director. 
 

PORTALS OF PRAYER devotion books for July thru September are available on the 

table in the rear of the sanctuary.  Please pick up your copy this morning.   
 

FOOD PANTRY – We continue to receive requests for assistance from our Food Pantry.  

Thank you for your donations to fill these needs.  Following are items that need to be 

replenished in our pantry:  Canned chunky soups (no creamed soups), meats, fruits, 

vegetables, and individual fruit and pudding cups.  
 

MEMORIALS - 

IN MEMORY OF DR. ELDON SCHULZ  
TO THE DR. ELDON SCHULZ MEMORIAL FUND 

 By  Lamont and Corinne Liefke 

  Janet Pulliam 

  Daryl and Teri Thomas  

  Mildred Wilkins 

 

IN MEMORY OF MR. CHARLES KIES II 
TO GRACE BUILDING FUND 

 By  Steven and D’Anne Easton 
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  Carmen Thompson  

 
 

 
 

 

Splash Canyon VBS 
July 22-26 

5:30-8:00 pm 
 

Registration is now OPEN for VBS! Registration forms are on the bridge so please sign up today. 

Completed forms can be returned to Diane, Catherine or the office. We are excited to share five Bible 

accounts with the children of Grace and their friends in which our faithful God keeps His promises to 

be with us and give us life and hope through Jesus, our Savior. 

 

If you signed up to donate an item or two for our suppers, please place them in the bin on the bridge. 

If they are perishable items, please speak to Gina or Catherine about where and when to bring these 

items. Thank you! 

 

Finally, we have many wonderful volunteers signed up and ready to go but we can always use more! 

Please see Catherine if you are able to help with decorating and set up on Saturday, July 21 or take 

down on Thursday, July 26 around 8:30 pm.  

 

This year, the children of VBS will be supporting the Ronald McDonald House as our local mission 

project. We would love for the congregation to take part in this new toy collection. More details will 
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follow regarding the types of toys they are in need of. Thank you!   

 

 

 

LUTHERAN CAMP ON PETIT JEAN 

Arts Camp, Overcomers Camp and Family Camp. 
 

The Lutheran Camp on Petit Jean still has openings in three summer camp sessions, Arts Camp, 

Overcomers Camp and Family Camp. 

 

Arts Camp, July 15-20,  is for creative kids entering grades 5-12. The camp, a joint program of 

the Lutheran Camp and the Little Rock School of the Arts, will have sessions in dance, drama, 

drawing, guitar, keyboard, photography, poetry, pottery, sculpture, songwriting, story writing and 

voice. The session also includes traditional camp activities like swimming, hiking and campfires. 

 

Overcomers Camp, July 22-26, is primarily for youth with physical limitations who want to 

experience outdoor activities but need some assistance, but the camp is open to any youth 

entering grades 7-12. This is a five-day, four-night session. 

 

Family Camp, July 29-31, is a two-night session for whole families, with activities geared 

toward children not yet old enough for regular camp sessions. Families who sign up now can 

bring their own camper or tent or camp in the Lutheran Camp’s teepee tents. 

To register or learn more, visit the Lutheran Camp website: lutherancamp.org. 

 

The 10
th

 annual Trivia Night is Aug. 25 at Peace Lutheran Church in Conway. To register or 

learn more, check out the Lutheran Camp website: lutherancamp.org. 

 

The first-ever Battle of the (Praise) Bands is slated for Sept. 29. The all-day event will include 

music, games, barbecue and more. Musicians interested in performing can register or learn more 

at the Lutheran Camp website: lutherancamp.org. 

 

 
 
 


