
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
(Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod) 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 
December 28, 2014 

 

THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
 

PRAYER UPON ENTERING CHURCH 

 Lord God, heavenly Father, by Your grace through faith in Your Son You have made me 

Your child and an heir of the inheritance You have prepared for me.  I thank You for the gift of 

forgiveness and the hope of eternal salvation that comes to me through Your Son, Jesus Christ.  Grant 

me great joy in this salvation and further grant that I share the joy of my salvation with others.  I pray 

this in Jesus’ name.  Amen   

WELCOME 

 Welcome!  Merry Christmas!  This is one of the two seasons of the Church Year that stand 

out with joy and excitement, Christmas and Easter.  They are special times that follow seasons of 

reflection and anticipation, Advent and Lent.  We have once again heard the Good News that “to us a 

child is born to us a Son is given.”  We hear those words from Isaiah again this morning in the 

Gradual.  We hear the words of Simeon in today’s Gospel that are familiar because we sing them 

following our reception of the Lord’s Supper.  “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in 

peace, according to Your Word.”  For Simeon and for us “the fullness of time had come.”    
 If you are visiting with us we especially wish to welcome you and we pray that you will be 

comforted by the Good News of Jesus and the salvation He freely gives.  If you have any questions 

about how to become a communicant member of Grace, we encourage you to speak with our Pastor.  

We ask that everyone fill out an attendance card found at each pew and return it to an usher during the 

Offering.  Children are welcome in our Service and we encourage their participation.  They will be 

invited to come forward for a Children’s Message.  Parents may accompany their child.  A nursery for 

infants and toddlers is located downstairs for anyone who has need. 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 Holy Communion will be celebrated in the 8:15 Service today.  In this sacrament we receive 

Christ’s very body and blood for the forgiveness of sins.  Those who are not members of Grace are 

asked to speak with our Pastor before partaking of this sacrament so that the unity of faith might be 

established.  Thank you for honoring this request. 

AS WE GATHER 

 As promised, our Lord came to this earth to disarm the Law of God of its power to condemn 

us.  He did that by fulfilling the Law even from the very beginning, as when His parents faithfully 

“performed everything according to the Law of the Lord” in the temple. (Today’s Gospel reading)  He 

was “born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption 

as sons.” (Today’s Epistle reading)  Therefore as we gather here this morning we “will rejoice in the 

LORD; (our) soul shall exult in (our) God.  (Today’s Old Testament reading)   
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THE ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

 The Altar Flowers are given today to the glory of God and the beautification of 

His House by Richard and Beverly Sanders in celebration of God’s gift to the world - His 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 
 

THOSE WHO SERVE  
 

Pastor:                                                               Rev. James C. Walter 

Vicar:  David Witte 

Director of Parish Music:                             Nathan Beethe 

Secretary:                                                                         Pat Funk 

Early Childhood Center Director:                          Colleen Moorman 

Acolyte:              (8:15)      Ginger Litwa 

Cantor: (8:15) Paula Walter 

Communion Assistant: (8:15) Carter Stein 

Ushers:                (8:15) Roy Andrews, Roy Bullard 

  John Ketcher, Gary Proud 

Greeter:              (8:15)               Debbie Penny  

Altar Guild:        (8:15)         Angie Proud, Sheila Wilimzig 

Acolyte:            (10:45)                                       Lauren Faulkner 

Cantor:               (10:45)                          Suzanne Lambert 

Ushers:              (10:45) Paul Krueger, Gervais LeBlanc 

   Jacob Ralston, Jeff Ralston  

Greeters:             (10:45)       Gervais and Sharon LeBlanc 

Altar Guild:        (10:45)                       Ginny Ralston  

Coffee Host:       Ron and Russlynn Krueger  

Altar Guild:  (Wed. evening)     Suzanne Raddle and Wilma Richter 

Nursery Attendant:                                                Mary Ann Dyer 

    
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS - The appointed readings for next Sunday, January 4

th
, the Second 

Sunday after Christmas, are:  The Old Testament Reading: 1 Kings 3:4-15, The Epistle Reading: 

Ephesians 1:3-14, and The Gospel Reading:  Luke 2:40-52. 

 
Grace Lutheran Church 

5124 Hillcrest, Little Rock, AR  72205 

Mailing address:  P. O. Box 250769, Little Rock, AR 72225 
 

www.gracelutheranlr.org  

 Telephone Number: 501-663-3631 



 - 3 - 

THE ORDER OF DIVINE SERVICE 
FOR 

THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
 
 

 

 
Pre-Service Music O Come, All Ye Faithful - John Hebden Schaffner 

 
Lighting of the Chancel Candles 

 
Prelude O Come, All Ye Faithful - Jacob B. Weber 

 
Ringing of the Church Bell 

 
Opening Hymn: O Come, All Ye Faithful  LSB 379 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 
  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

 
Exhortation Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
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Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 

 
Confession of Sins (8:15) 
  

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 

pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful 

to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
 John 20:19–23 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 

the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

 

 
Confession of Sins (10:45) 
  

P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are 

by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and 

deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your 

grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have 

mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your 

Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true 

obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting 

life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

 Mark 16:16; John 1:12 

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son 

to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name 

He gives power to become the children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. 

He that believes and is baptized shall be saved. 
 

Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen 
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Service of the Word 

 

Introit Ps. 98:1– 4; antiphon: Is. 52:10 
 

P The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, 

C and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 

P Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things! 

C His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 

P The LORD has made known his salvation; 

C he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

P He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. 

C All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

P Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 

C break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 

 
Gloria Patri 
  

 

 

 
Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
  

 

 
  

 
  

P O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of 

Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be 

alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 
 

Sit 
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Hymn: From Heaven Above to Earth I Come  LSB 358 sts. 1–5 

 
Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 61:10—62:3 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Gradual Is. 9:6; Ps. 98:1a 
 

 
 

To us a child is born, to us a son is | given;* 

and the government shall be upon his | shoulder. 

And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, | Mighty God,* 

Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace. 

Sing to the Lord a | new song,* 

for he has done | marvelous things! 

 
Epistle  Galatians 4:4–7 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse Luke 2:30, 32 

 

 
 

  

P  My eyes have seen your sal- | vation;* 

a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people | Israel. 
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Holy Gospel  Luke 2:22–40 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

  

 
  

The reading of the Holy Gospel. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

 
Nicene Creed (8:15) 
  

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen 

 

 

Apostles' Creed (10:45) 
  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen 
 

 
Sit 

 

 

Children's Message 
 

 

Sermon Hymn: From Heaven Above to Earth I Come  LSB 358 sts. 6–11 
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Sermon Galatians 4:4-7 

“Finally” 

 

 
Stand 

 

 

Offertory Psalm 51:10–12 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Sit 

 

 

Offering From Heaven Above to Earth I Come - J.S. Bach 

 

 
Stand 
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Prayer of the Church 
  

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 

their needs.  

 

Each petition ends with the following:  

 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

The prayers conclude with the following: 

 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 

 

 

 

10:45 Service continues on page 20 
 

 

 

Service of the Sacrament (8:15) 

 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1 Psalm 136 
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Proper Preface 
  

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of 

Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those 

things which are not seen.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and saying: 
 

 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
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The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24 
 Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
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Pax Domini John 20:19 
 

 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Sit 
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Distribution 
 

Communion Instructions:  The Pastor invites the communicants, those who are able, to kneel 

and then distributes the host which may be received into the hand or the mouth.  The Elder 

distributes the individual cups.  The communicants are asked to hold their cups until the Pastor 

says, “Take and drink.” 
 

     Hymn: Joy to the World  LSB 387 
     Hymn: Gentle Mary Laid Her Child  LSB 374 
     Hymn: Angels We Have Heard on High  LSB 368 

 
Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 - 18 - 

Thanksgiving Psalm 107:1 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 

Post-Communion Collect 
  

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 

in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Salutation 2 Timothy 4:22 
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Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
 

 
  

 
 

 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Closing Hymn: From Heaven Above to Earth I Come  LSB 358 sts. 12–15 
 

 

Postlude From Heaven Above to Earth I Come - Kevin Hildebrand 

 

 
T     T     T 
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Service Concludes (10:45) 
 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen 

 
Collect 
  

P Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant 

that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that, by patience 

and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 

 
Benediction 
  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord lift His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen 

 
Closing Hymn: From Heaven Above to Earth I Come  LSB 358 sts. 12–15 

 
Postlude From Heaven Above to Earth I Come - Kevin Hildebrand 

 
T     T     T 
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THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
 

SUNDAY:   8:15 a.m. – Divine Service with Holy Communion 

   Coffee and Fellowship in the Parlor 

  9:45 a.m. – Sunday School downstairs in Parker Hall 

  9:45 a.m. – Junior and Senior High classes downstairs in the church 

  9:45 a.m. – Pastor Walter’s Bible Class upstairs in Parker Hall 

    10:45 a.m. – Divine Service  

MON - WED:    7:30 a.m. –  Early Childhood Development Center 

WEDNESDAY:  6:30 a.m. –  Men’s Bible Study (St. Vincent’s) 

    7:00 p.m. – New Year’s Eve Service with Holy Communion 

THURSDAY:                   New Year’s Day - Church Office and ECDC Closed   

FRIDAY:      ECDC Closed 
 
TODAY IN SUNDAY SCHOOL – On this First Sunday after Christmas, the Sunday 
School lesson focuses on “The Presentation of Jesus.” In the Divine Service, we join with 
Simeon and Anna, the angels and archangels, and the great cloud of witnesses in heaven 
and on earth hailing Christ as the fulfiller of the Law. Parents might ask, “Where do we 
sing our praises to God? How has Christ fulfilled the Law for us?” 
 
PASTOR WALTER’S CLASS meets upstairs in Parker Hall.  Today we continue with the 

study entitled The Mormons: Who They Are, What They Believe.  This study from 

Lutheran Hour Ministries will acquaint you with the Mormons—who they are, what they 

believe, and the meaning behind the Christian phrases that they use, and it will equip you 

for sharing the truth of Jesus Christ. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES for children ages 3 years through 6
th

 grade meet in the 

lower level of the Family Life Center.  JUNIOR HIGH AND HIGH SCHOOL CLASSES 
meet in classrooms downstairs in the church.  

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND GOD’S BLESSINGS TO: 

Dec. 28 – Marietta Gutierrez, Beverly Sanders 

Dec. 29 – Krista Stein 

Dec. 30 – Boone Bryant 

Dec. 31 – Harper Anne Cate 

Jan.    1 – John Ketcher 

Jan.    2 – Ed Mahnken 

Jan.    3 – Diane Roberts 
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY AND GOD’S BLESSINGS TO: 
Dec. 29 – Emily and Robert Bemberg, Jr. 

Dec. 30 – Wilma and Robert Richter 

Dec. 31 – Paulette and Gary Goldsby 

Jan.    3 – Judy and Tommy Borchert 

Jan.    3 – Betty and Bob Bryant 
 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:  
Bobby Bemberg is recovering following hand surgery. 

Carol Jones is recovering at home following surgery. 

Joan Ann Olsen is hospitalized at UAMS. 

Allen Deislinger is continuing his recovery at home. 

Dennis Fastenau has completed his treatments and is recovering at home. 

Rudy Bischof has completed treatments and praying for successful test results. 
 

LAST WEEK’S STEWARDSHIP – Attendance: Sunday 12/21: 208 (8:15 – 100 and 

10:45 – 108). Offerings: Sunday 12/21: $9,111.00. Advent Service: $719.00. ECDC: 

$500.00. Missions: $65.00. Member Assistance: $120.00. Memorials: $1,245.00. 

Building Fund $155.00.  Youth Group Fund:  $650.00. 
 

NEW YEAR SERVICE – Join us for our Worship Service with Holy Communion on 

Wednesday, New Year’s Eve, at 7:00 p.m.   
 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY to the family of Mrs. Betty Wachtel who died on Thursday, 

December 18
th

, in Illinois.  Betty is the grandmother of David Witte.  Please remember 

David, Megan, Milo and Ike in your prayers. 
 

POINSETTIAS – Our thanks to everyone who ordered the poinsettias that are in the 

sanctuary for Christmas.  Please leave them in place until after the 10:45 Service on 

Sunday, January 4
th

, then you may take them home to enjoy.  Thank you!  
   

CONGRATULATIONS to Mary Kathryn Stein as she received her Doctor of Education 

degree in Educational Administration and Supervision with a Co-Emphasis in Gifted and 

Talented Education from the University of Arkansas at Little Rock on December 20
th

. 

Her dissertation title is Factors Affecting the Job Satisfaction of Teachers of the Gifted: A 

Mixed Methods Study.  Congratulations, Mary Kathryn!!  
 

COFFEE AND FELLOWSHIP – Please check the list on the bulletin board by the Parlor 

and sign up for a Sunday morning to serve refreshments during coffee fellowship. 

x-apple-data-detectors://0/
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THANK YOU – Dear Grace Family – Irvin and I want to thank you so much for your 

uplifting cards, prayers, and phone calls concerning Irvin’s health this year and especially 

this season.  God bless you all and have a Blessed Christmas.     Irvin and Sherry Clawitter 

 
2015 OFFERING ENVELOPES are on the table on the bridge as you go across to Parker 

Hall.  Please pick them up today but DO NOT begin using them until 2015.   
 

2015 FLOWER CALENDAR is posted in the Ushers’ room at the back of the sanctuary.  

Please sign up for the date that you would like to place flowers on the altar in 2015.  The 

chart fills up quickly, so sign up now. 

 
PORTALS OF PRAYER Your Portals of Prayer for January – March, 2015 are available 

on the table in the back of the sanctuary.  Please pick up your copy for next year and then 

remember to recycle your old ones.  
 

ALTAR GUILD – The 2015 Altar Guild schedule is posted on the bulletin board by the 

Parlor.  Please sign up for the month and service where you would like to serve.  If you 

haven’t served before, contact Angie Proud for more information. 

 
MEMORIALS – 

IN MEMORY OF MR. HENRY BOGART 

TO THE GRACE BUILDING FUND 

By Eleanor Connelly   

 

IN MEMORY OF MRS. DARLENE JILG 

TO THE GRACE BUILDING FUND 

By Rudy Bischof   
 

IN MEMORY OF MRS. SHERRY BISCHOF 

TO THE GRACE BUILDING FUND 

By Rudy Bischof 
 

IN MEMORY OF MR. BILL WILKINS 

TO THE GRACE BUILDING FUND 

By  Joe and Cecillia Gelzine 

  Gisela Spieker 
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Financial Peace University 
 

Financial Peace University (FPU) is again coming to Grace.  Dave Ramsey is a 

nationally syndicated personal money management expert who founded Financial Peace 

University and has written several New York Times best sellers on personal finances.  

The Board of Evangelism and the Board of Endowment are pleased to bring FPU to 

Grace in January as a mission outreach.  This is a 9 week course which covers a wide 

range of financial topics such as “Cash Flow Planning”, “Dumping Dept”, 

“Understanding Insurance”, “Understanding Investments”, and many other personal 

money management topics.  The messages are designed to teach you how to handle 

God’s money God’s way.  The average family taking the course pays off $5,300 in debt 

and saves $2,700 in the first 90 days.  Please help us get the word out to family, friends 

and neighbors who might be interested in attending.  Many members of Grace have 

already been through this course and would be glad to speak to you about it.  

 

Register at www.GraceLutheranLR.org/FPU. The cost is $93 for materials purchased on 

the website when you sign up.   

 

Riley and Randy Middaugh have coordinated many classes and look forward to seeing 

you there! 

 

Financial Peace University 

Begins Sunday, January 11 

4:00-6:00 pm 

Cost: $93 /couple (or single) 

Register at www.GraceLutheranLR.org/FPU 

 

Childcare available 

 

Contact Randy Middaugh at rsm003@aol.com for questions 

 

 

http://www.gracelutheranlr.org/FPU
mailto:rsm003@aol.com

