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THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 
CHRISTMAS DAY 

 
PRAYER UPON ENTERING CHURCH 

 Dearest Christ Child, Son of God and Mary’s Son, the Word made flesh, You left Your 

glorious throne in heaven to be born and placed in a lowly manger.  Throughout Your life You 

did Your Father’s will and showed Yourself to be the Promised One.  You further humbled 

Yourself and became obedient unto death as You were enthroned on a cross for my sins.  You 

were raised again to life giving to me the hope of everlasting life.  Grant that today and every day 

I give You thanks for my redemption.  Further grant that I find spiritual nourishment in Your 

Word and thereby be strengthened in my faith.  I pray this in Your holy name.  Amen   

WELCOME 

 Merry Christmas to everyone gathered here this morning!  It is truly, good, right, and 

salutary that we gather around the manger and the cross and hear the Good News of Christ’s birth 

and our rebirth by the power of the Holy Spirit.  It is a blessing to have you here this morning.  If 

you are visiting with us we extend to you a special welcome!  We ask that everyone fill out an 

attendance registration card found at each pew and return it to an usher during the Offering.  

HOLY COMMUNION 

 Holy Communion is celebrated in our Service this morning.  If you are not a member of 

Grace and desire to receive this Sacrament of Christ’s body and blood given and shed for the 

forgiveness of sins, we ask that you first speak with our Pastor so that the unity of faith might be 

established.  Thank you for honoring this request. 

AS WE GATHER 

 It is Christmas morning, a day of celebration.  It is Christmas morning, a time for joy.  It 

is Christmas morning, a time for us to sing with the angels, “Glory be to God on high, and on 

earth peace good will toward men!”  It is Christmas morning, a time for us to go with haste to the 

little town of Bethlehem and behold in the manger, our Lord Jesus Christ!  This Jesus is our 

Savior and Lord.  He is the Bread of Life.  We also hear this morning in the Introit and Gradual 

the words spoken through the prophet Isaiah that He is our Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Therefore let us sing to the Lord a new song, for He has 

done marvelous things.  Those marvelous things are that in this Jesus we have forgiveness of our 

sins and everlasting life!  A blessed and Merry Christmas to all!   
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THE ORDER OF DIVINE SERVICE  
FOR THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
 
 
 

Pre-Service Music Hark! The Herald Angels Sing - John Hebden Schaffner 

 

Lighting of the Chancel Candles 
 

Prelude Angels We Have Heard On High - Benjamin Culli  

  
Ringing of the Church Bell 

 
Stand 

 

Christmas Gospel Luke 2:1-20 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went 

to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town 

of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the 

house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 

And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her 

firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there 

was no place for them in the inn. 

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock 

by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were filled with fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring 

you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in 

the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will 

find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was 

with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let 

us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made 

known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a 
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manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them 

concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But 

Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Opening Hymn: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  LSB 380 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Invocation 
  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

 

Exhortation Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession of Sins John 20:19–23  
  

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 

pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful 

to me, a poor, sinful being.  

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 

the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
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Service of the Word 

 
Introit Ps. 98:1–4; antiphon: Is. 9:6 
 

P For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 

C and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

P and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 

C Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

P Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things! 

C His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 

P The LORD has made known his salvation; 

C he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

P He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. 

C All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

P Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 

C break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 
 

 

Gloria Patri 
  

 

 
 

 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
  

 
 

 
 

  

 
  
P Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us free 

from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

  

 
 

 
Sit 
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Hymn: Away in a Manger  LSB 364 st. 1, LSB 365 st. 2, LSB 364 st. 3 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Public domain 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Public domain 
 

 



  

- 8 - 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Public domain 

 

 
Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 52:7–10 

 

How beautiful upon the mountains 

are the feet of him who brings good news, 

who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, 

who publishes salvation, 

who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 

The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; 

together they sing for joy; 

for eye to eye they see 

the return of the LORD to Zion. 

Break forth together into singing, 

you waste places of Jerusalem, 

for the LORD has comforted his people; 

he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

The LORD has bared his holy arm 

before the eyes of all the nations, 

and all the ends of the earth shall see 

the salvation of our God. 

  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual Is. 9:6; Ps. 98:1a 

 

 
 

To us a child is born, to us a son is | given;* 

and the government shall be upon his | shoulder. 

And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, | Mighty God,* 

Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace. 

Sing to the Lord a | new song,* 

for he has done | marvelous things! 

 

 

 

Epistle  Hebrews 1:1–6 

 
Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but 

in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, 

through whom also he created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact 

imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making 

purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as 

much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

For to which of the angels did God ever say, 

“You are my Son, 

today I have begotten you”? 

Or again, 

“I will be to him a father, 

and he shall be to me a son”? 

And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 

“Let all God’s angels worship him.” 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 
Stand 
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Alleluia and Verse John 1:14 
  

 
  

P  The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his | glory,* 

glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of | grace and truth.  
  

 
 

 

Holy Gospel  John 1:1–14 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

  

 
  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 

was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not 

any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear 

witness about the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to 

bear witness about the light. 

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, 

and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, 

and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his 

name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the 

will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 

the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Nicene Creed 
  

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen 

 
 

Sit 

 
 

Sermon Hymn: Where Shepherds Lately Knelt  LSB 369 
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Sermon John 1:14-18 

“The Word Became The Person” 

 

 

Stand 

 

 

Offertory Psalm 51:10–12 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Sit 

 

 

Offering Cold December Flies Away – Robert J. Powell  

  

 

Stand 
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Prayer of the Church 
  

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 

their needs.  
 

Each petition ends with the following:  
 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

The prayers conclude with the following: 
 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 

 

 

Service of the Sacrament (Carol Setting) 

 

Preface tune: Oh Come, All Ye Faithful (LSB 379) 

 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with you, His servant. 

P Oh, come, let us lift our hearts unto the Lord. 

C With hearts uplifted 

Thanks to Him we render: 

With joy we come before Him, 

In gratefulness implore Him, 

With thankful hearts adore Him evermore! 

 

Proper Preface 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of 

Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those 

things which are not seen.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and saying: 
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Sanctus tune: Hark, the Herald Angels Sing (LSB 380) 
 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord!  God of hosts, by all adored! 

Heav'n and earth cannot contain  All the glory of Your name! 

Hail, hosanna, God most high!  Blest is He who now draws nigh 

In the name of God the king!  Hallelujahs glad we sing: 

Hail, hosanna!  Praises due  Be forever, Lord, to You! 
 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
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The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24 
 Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
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Pax Domini John 20:19 
 

 
  

 

 
Agnus Dei John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sit 

 
Distribution 
 

     Hymn: Gentle Mary Laid Her Child  LSB 374 
     Hymn: Infant Holy, Infant Lowly  LSB 393 
     Hymn: What Child Is This  LSB 370 
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Stand 

 

Thanksgiving tune: From Heaven Above (LSB 358) 
 

C Oh, thank the Lord, whose goodness sure 

and steadfast love for’er endure! 

Our eyes have seen, our ears have heard, 

and we have tasted of His word.  
 

As His own servants we depart 

with His salvation in our heart. 

His saving power He has made known; 

His love through all the earth is shown.  
 

Lord, let us show the world Your light: 

let us declare your glory bright, 

proclaim Your death until You come 

to take Your ransomed servants home.  
 

Glory to God, the Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit, three in one! 

Oh, thank the Lord, whose goodness sure 

and steadfast love fore’er endure! 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
  

P Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent 

Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given 

us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but 

always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled 

constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 

 

Benediction tune: Oh Come, All Ye Faithful (LSB 379) 
 

P The Lord bless and keep you, 

Look with love upon you, 

Be gracious, and cause His face 

To shine with peace 

C Glory to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit! 

The Savior close beside us, 

God's love from harm to hide us, 

The Spirit's pow'r to guide us, evermore. 
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Closing Hymn: Joy to the World  LSB 387 
 

Postlude Joy to the World – Ronald A. Nelson 

 

 
 

 

T      T     T 
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THE ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

 The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God and the beautification of His 

House by Rudy and Sherry Bischof in thankfulness to our Lord for the gift of His Son, 

Jesus Christ, and in celebration of our Savior’s birthday. 
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