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THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 
CHRISTMAS EVE 

 

PRAYER UPON ENTERING CHURCH 

 Lord God, heavenly Father, through Your Spirit You have called me by the Gospel and 

enlightened me with Your gifts so that I might confess Your Son Jesus to be my Lord and Savior.  

Grant me to know the joy of my salvation which came for me at the appointed time, fulfilling the 

promises made long ago through the prophets.  Further grant that I know by faith that He went to the 

cross to die for my sins and is now risen from the dead and is seated at Your right hand.  In His holy 

name I pray.  Amen 

WELCOME 

 We gather here this evening with family and friends to celebrate in this moment of time, the 

coming in time of Jesus.  We are called to marvel over God’s faithfulness shown to a faithless people.  

In so doing we once again recall how God kept His promises given through the prophets of old by the 

humble birth of God the Son, Jesus, who was sent to save us from our sins.  Tonight we will hear the 

Gospel accounts of Jesus’ birth from both St. Matthew and St. Luke.  Matthew’s account is from 

Joseph’s perspective.  Luke’s account is in great detail and he shares how “all who heard it (the saying 

concerning this Child) wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds.”  Luke then 

tells us that Mary “kept all these things, and pondered then in her heart.”  God the Holy Spirit used the 

prophets, evangelists and apostles to write how all these things took place for us and our salvation.  

That same Spirit is still at work through God’s Word, enlightening us by creating and sustaining faith 

in us that this Jesus is Lord and Savior.  

  Welcome to everyone gathered here this evening and a special welcome to all of our guests 

and visitors.  We are pleased that you have joined us for this celebration.  We ask that you sign an 

attendance card found at each pew.  They will be collected by the ushers as the Offering is collected.  

There is a nursery for infants and toddlers located downstairs for anyone who has need.  Restrooms 

are also located downstairs in this building or across the bridge on this floor level before entering the 

fellowship hall.  If you have any questions please ask one of our greeters or ushers.  Please come and 

worship with us again.   

 You are also asked to see the special note regarding use of the individual candles for 

the Candlelight portion of our Service found on page 15.   
 

Christmas Day Divine Service with Holy Communion  
tomorrow at 9:00 a.m. 
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THE ORDER OF DIVINE SERVICE 
FOR CHRISTMAS EVE 

 
 

 

 

Pre-Service Music Infant Holy, Infant Lowly - Paul S. Jones 

 
Prelude Carol of the Bells - Douglas E. Wagner 

 
Ringing of the Church Bell 

 
Please stand and face the rear of the sanctuary. 

 
Christmas Greeting Matthew 1:18-23 

  

P Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way.  When his mother Mary had been 

betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the 

Holy Spirit. 

C And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, 

resolved to divorce her quietly. 

P But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that 

which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will bear a Son, and you shall call 

His name, Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” 

C All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the 

virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel” which 

means, God with us.” 

P  When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him:  he took 

his wife, but knew her not until she had given birth to a son.  And he called his name 

Jesus. 
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Processional Hymn: O Come, All Ye Faithful  LSB 379 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
Public domain 
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Confession and Declaration of Grace 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 
  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

 
Exhortation Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 
Confession of Sins 
  

P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are 

by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and 

deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your 

grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have 

mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy 

Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to 

Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen 

 
Declaration of Grace Mark 16:16; John 1:12 
 

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son 

to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name 

He gives power to become the children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. 

He that believes and is baptized shall be saved. 

 

Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen 
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Service of the Word 

 

Introit Ps. 2:1–2, 4–6; antiphon: Liturgical Text 
 

P When all was still, and it was midnight, 

C your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the royal throne. 

P Why do the nations rage 

C and the peoples plot in vain? 

P The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, 

C against the LORD and against his anointed. 

P He who sits in the heavens laughs; 

C the Lord holds them in derision. 

P Then he will speak to them in his wrath, 

C and terrify them in his fury, saying, 

P "As for me, I have set my King 

C on Zion, my holy hill." 

 
Gloria Patri 
  

 

 

 
Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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Gloria in Excelsis: Angels We Have Heard on High  LSB 368 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 
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P O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light. 

Grant that as we have known the mysteries of that Light on earth we may also come to 

the fullness of His joys in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

 
Sit 

 

 

Anthem On Christmas Night All Christians - Hal Hopson 

 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 9:2–7 

 The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

on them has light shined. 

You have multiplied the nation; 

you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

as with joy at the harvest, 

as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 

For the yoke of his burden, 

and the staff for his shoulder, 

the rod of his oppressor, 

you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 

and every garment rolled in blood 

will be burned as fuel for the fire. 

For to us a child is born, 
to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
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Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Of the increase of his government and of peace 

there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Gradual Is. 9:6; Ps. 98:1a 

 

 
 

To us a child is born, to us a son is | given;* 

and the government shall be upon his | shoulder. 

And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, | Mighty God,* 

Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace. 

Sing to the Lord a | new song,* 

for he has done | marvelous things! 

 

 

Anthem Peace Came to Earth - K. Lee Scott 

 

 

Epistle Titus 2:11–14 

 
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce 

ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the 

present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and 

Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify 

for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 
Stand 
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Hymn: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  LSB 380 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Public domain 
 
 
 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 2:1–14 (KJV) 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
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   And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that 

all the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of 

Syria.) And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up from 

Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called 

Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David.) To be taxed with Mary his 

espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was, that, while they were there, the days 

were accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and 

wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for 

them in the inn. And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory 

of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, 

Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For 

unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. And this 

shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a 

manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 

God, and saying,  

   “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” 

   And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds 

said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to 

pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. And they came with haste, and found Mary, 

and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. And when they had seen it, they made known 

abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child. And all they that heard it 

wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds. But Mary kept all these 

things, and pondered them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 

God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.   

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 
 

 

Apostles' Creed 
  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
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     was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen 

 
Sit 

 
Sermon Hymn: Of the Father's Love Begotten  LSB 384 

Service Note: The first two Stanzas will be sung by the choir, with the congregation 

                       joining for Stanzas Three through Five. 
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Public domain 

 
Sermon Luke 2:6-7 

“The Time Came” 

 
Hymn: See amid the Winter's Snow  LSB 373 
 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 



  

- 13 - 

Offering: What Child Is This  LSB 370 
Service Note: The first two stanzas will be sung by soloists. 

 

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 

    On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 

    While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the king, 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

    Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 

    The babe, the son of Mary! 
 

2 Why lies He in such mean estate 

    Where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 

    The silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, 

The cross be borne for me, for you; 

    Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 

    The babe, the son of Mary! 
Public domain 

 
As the Offering is brought forward the congregation rises and sings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 
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Prayer of the Church 
  

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 

their needs.  
 

Each petition ends with the following:  
 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

The prayers conclude with the following: 
 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 

 

 

 

Lord's Prayer 
  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth  

  as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses  

  as we forgive those  

  who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen 

 

 

 

Choir Anthem Angel's Carol - John Rutter 
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Candlelight Service 
 

Please note:  The ushers will light the candle of the person at the end of each pew, who will then light 

the candle of the person next to him.  Please do this by holding the lit candle upright and tipping only 

the unlit candle. Please be careful not to tip your lit candle and keep it within the cup holder.  Parents 

are asked to supervise their children during this portion of the Service. 

 
 

Solo O Holy Night - Adolphe Adam 
 

 

Candlelight Prayer 
  

P Dearest Lord Jesus, You are the Light of the world, the light no darkness can overcome.  

Continue, we pray, to enlighten us through Your Word of truth.  As You comfort us with 

the assurance of sins forgiven, may we be of comfort and support to all who struggle with 

the dark things of this life.  Be with all who are confronted with doubt and temptation, 

those who wander from the faith, those whose wick is smoldering, so that by Your Holy 

Spirit’s power it may be fanned into flame so that Your love and grace may be 

recognized and then lived out in their lives.  We are bold to pray this in Your Holy name. 

C Amen 
 

 

Hymn: Silent Night, Holy Night  LSB 363 
 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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Please carefully extinguish your candle at this time. 

 
 
Benediction 
  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord lift His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen 

 

 
 

Recessional Hymn: Joy to the World Printed on the next page 

 
 
Postlude Joy to the World – Kevin Hildebrand 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

T     T     T 
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Recessional Hymn: Joy to the World  LSB 387 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Public domain 
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ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

 The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God and the beautification of His house by 

Bette Bogart, in observance of the birth of Jesus and in loving memory of Bruce Jenkins. 

 

 
THOSE WHO SERVE 

 

Pastor:    Rev. James C. Walter   

Vicar:   David Witte  

Director of Parish Music:  Nathan Beethe 

Acolyte:   Kaylee Hammond   

Crucifer:   Mason Andrews 

Ushers:   Perryn Andrews, Roy Andrews, John Ketcher  

   Gervais LeBlanc, Ed Mahnken, Josh Ralston  

Greeters:  Ame and Ethan Andrews, Pat Funk, Janet Killough 

Choirs:  Adult Choir and Handbell Choir 

Clarinet:  Randy Middaugh 

Harp:  Alisa Coffey 

Violin:  Caleb Stein 

Soloists:  Sharon LeBlanc and Jeff  Ralston 

Nursery Attendant: Mary Ann Dyer 

 

 
GRACE ADULT CHOIR 

 

Bette Bogart, Allen Deislinger, Nancy Finkbeiner, Doris Holzhauer, Charlotte Johnson, Robert 

Johnson, Sarah Johnson, Stacy Johnson, Christina Junkans, Emily Junkans, Joel Junkans, Ron 

Krueger, Suzanne Lambert, Anna Lane, Sharon LeBlanc, Susan Mahnken, Florence Marvin, Jim 

Marvin, Randy Middaugh, Carolyn Moorman, Chris Pils, Ginny Ralston, Jeff Ralston, Verna 

Rieve, Jordan Rowe, Kurt Shrader, Rose Shrader, Samantha Saenger, Caleb Stein, Paul Walter, 

Paula Walter, Robert Wilimzig  

 

 
GRACE HANDBELL CHOIR 

 

Debbie Craig, Anna Junkans, Christina Junkans, Emily Junkans, Gina Junkans, Anna Lane, 

Sharon LeBlanc, Susan Mahnken, Randy Middaugh, Riley Middaugh, Samantha Saenger, Linnea 

Weed 

 


