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GOOD NEWS OF GREAT JOY 
 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 

the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear.  

And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you 

good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  For unto 

you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ 

the Lord.  (Luke 2:9-11 ESV) 

 Don’t you think that we hear too much bad news on a daily 

basis?  It seems that when we watch the newscasts that is what we 

should expect to hear, and unfortunately it is.  Some of that news 

happens far away from us and has no direct bearing on our lives, 

but it usually makes us stop and think about ourselves, our loved 

ones and our well-being.  We might consider, “what if that were 

me, or someone dear to me?”  There are certainly a lot of “what 

ifs” in our lives and in our world and they create fear for us.  At 

times the bad news strikes closer to home and we still like to ask 

“what if.”  What if I had done this, or what if I had only said this or 

that?  “What if” usually implies our regret or our reaction to bad 

news. 

Christmas is about Good News, the announcement of the 

angel of the Lord that a Savior, Christ the Lord, had been born in 

the little town of David, Bethlehem in Judea.  The shepherds, the 

first recipients of that glorious Good News, did not ask any 

questions.  They did not second guess the words of the angel and 

the glorious appearance of the angel hosts, but they went with haste 

and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.  

Then we are told that when they saw it, they made known the 

saying that had been told them concerning this child. Further, they 

reacted to this Good News by glorifying and praising God for all 

they had heard and seen, as it (the Good News) had been told 



them.  It gave them Great Joy to be messengers of what they had 

been told and then what they were given to see!   

As a Pastor I am privileged to share the Good News and the 

Great Joy that it gives each and every day.  Especially during this 

special season, the Good News of forgiveness that comes through 

the Babe of Bethlehem, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ is a 

Great Joy for me to share.  However this Good News is not 

embraced by everyone.  That is most unfortunate.  But if you think 

about it for a minute it didn’t take long for King Herod to take the 

Good News of a newborn King and turn it into bad news for any 

male child two years and younger in and around Bethlehem.  

Throughout Jesus’ life there were always those who rejected Him 

and His ministry to the least of these.  He even associated with and 

ate with sinners to the dismay of the religious leaders of His day.  

While His presence was Good News for the lowly, it was not for 

those who trusted in themselves and their ability to be righteous in 

their own sight. 

So it was that when He came as the One wrapped in 

swaddling clothes the Good News was not announced to kings but 

to lowly shepherds who were taking care of their flocks.  

Apparently they knew the promises of God and the “other-

worldly” announcement to them made them take immediate notice 

and action as they went to see this thing that had come to pass, and 

then with Great Joy they shared this Good News.   

 Just as it was Good News for the shepherds it is also Good 

News for you!  It is Good News because it reminds us that God 

kept His promise to provide for our salvation.  The virgin birth and 

the town of Bethlehem was a part of that promise spoken by the 

prophets.  Christmas is our celebration of this wondrous event and 

it is our opportunity to first share that Good News with someone 

who may be asking a lot of “what ifs” because things are not going 

well in their life.  Secondly it is a time for us to glorify and praise 

God for all of the Good News things that we hear from His Word 

that give us comfort, hope and Great Joy.  That means gathering in 

worship around the manger and the cross, thankful for the empty 

tomb! 

 We are always being bombarded by much bad news.  Some 

of that news happens far away from us, while others of us have 



received some bad news that is close and personal.  What if none 

of this had happened? What if this bad news for me or for someone 

I love was just a bad dream?  What if we could go back and do this 

all over again?  What if Adam and Eve had just resisted the 

temptation of the evil one?  We ask a lot of “what ifs,” don’t we? 

 The reality is that because we live in a sinful and fallen 

world that bad news is something that we must all live with.  But a 

far greater reality is that it is not the last word for us.  God’s plan 

of salvation, His promise made in the garden when mankind fell, 

finds completion in these words by an angel to a group of 

shepherds out in the countryside around Bethlehem some two 

thousand years ago.  Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of 

great joy that will be for all the people.  For unto you is born this 

day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  While 

we do not know what bad news awaits us in the days, weeks and 

months to come, we can all be confident of this Good News.  We 

indeed have a Savior and this month and every month that should 

give us Great Joy! 

 If you are tired of hearing only bad news and it has been a 

while since you have attended Christmas Eve or Christmas Day 

Services let me encourage you to come and hear again this Good 

News.  To be sure it is the same story but it always gives each of 

us new meaning for our day to day living.  If things have been 

difficult for you lately the Good News of this season offers you 

hope and consolation.  I know that you might struggle with your 

losses but know that the Lord’s promises are for you.  Let the news 

of this Great Joy be of consolation for you.  If you know someone 

who is dying to hear some Good News, bring them with you.  

What if they have never heard it before?  What if they never hear 

it?  Reach out to them and give them the great gift of Good News 

so that they might share with you the Great Joy of sins forgiven 

and everlasting life through the birth, life, suffering, death and 

resurrection of Jesus!    

 It is my prayer as your Pastor that this Good News gives 

you comfort, hope and Great Joy during this Advent and Christmas 

season as well as each and every day in the coming New Year.   

Blessed Christmas – Pastor Walter 



ADVENT EVENING PRAYER SERVICES 
 

“Come Lord Jesus…and Show Us the Father” 
 

     This year’s Mid-Week Advent Evening Prayer Services will consider 

three familiar Psalm passages in light of what we confess in the First 

Article of the Apostles’ Creed.  Using the Psalm selections and Luther’s 

explanation of the First Article of the Apostles’ Creed we will see how in 

the incarnation of Jesus we are given to see things about the Father, to in 

Jesus’ own words, see the Father.   

     In a discussion with His disciples found in the fourteenth chapter of 

John’s Gospel, Philip said to Jesus, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is 

enough for us.”  Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and 

you still do not know me, Philip?  Whoever has seen me has seen the 

Father.”  The theme for our Midweek Advent Evening Prayer Services is 

“Come Lord Jesus…and Show Us the Father.”  
 

ADVENT SERVICES 
 

December 3
rd

 – 7:00 p.m. 

“Jesus Shows Us the Creator” – Psalm 95:1-7 
 

December 10
th

 – 7:00 p.m. 

“Jesus Shows Us Our Provider” – Psalm 104:27-30 
 

December 17
th

 – 7:00 p.m. 

“Jesus Shows Us the Father’s Heart” – Psalm 103:11-13 
 

~~~~~~ 

 

ADVENT SUPPERS 
 

ADVENT SUPPERS will be served before the Advent 

Services at 5:30 p.m. each week in Parker Hall.  The 

following menus will be served with salad and dessert.   
 

December 3
rd

  Soup - Board of Parish Fellowship 
 

December 10
th

  Chili - JOY Club  
 

December 17
th

   Spaghetti – ACTS  

  
  



Director of Parish Music 

 

 

Greetings in the name of our Risen Lord and Savior, Jesus the 

Christ!  

Once again we are close to Advent, the beginning of a new church 

year, when our services will once again focus on Christ’s First and 

Second Comings. We will have our usual Midweek Advent 

Evening Prayer Services on Wednesday evenings, with a 

fellowship meal before each. One place you could go to get more 

details about all our Advent and Christmas services is our website, 

gracelutheranlr.org, which has been redesigned and updated. 

Please give it a look, if you are so inclined. I look forward to 

seeing you for our Advent and Christmas Services. 

This month I would like to discuss an Advent hymn: “Once He 

Came in Blessing” (LSB 333). The author of the text is Johann 

Horn (1487-1547), who is sometimes called Jan Roh. He was a 

Bohemian Brethren pastor who lived much of his life in 

Jungbunzlau, Bohemia. The translator of the text is Catherine 

Winkworth (1827-1878) who was one of the greatest translators of 

German hymns into English. She lived much of her life in 

Manchester, England. The tune (GOTTES SOHN IST KOMMEN) 

is by Michael Weiss (c. 1488-1534), a pastor in the Bohemian 

Brethren who lived in various towns in Bohemia. 

Stanza One: Once He came in blessing, All our sins redressing; 

Came in likeness lowly, Son of God most holy; Bore the cross to 

save us; Hope and freedom gave us. Using simple, direct language, 

the hymn writer wastes no time in getting to the reason for Christ’s 

First Coming: to save us from our sins.  

Stanza Two: Now He gently leads us; With Himself He feeds us 

Precious food from heaven, Pledge of peace here given, Manna 

that will nourish Souls that they may flourish. Throughout our days 

of pilgrimage on this earth we struggle with sin, both within and 

without us. To strengthen us on our journey, Christ instituted His 

Supper, that we may receive His true Body and Blood for the 



forgiveness of our sins and the strengthening of our faith. We 

know that we have peace with God because of Christ’s sacrifice on 

the cross, the fruits of which we receive through His Word and 

Sacraments. 

Stanza Three: Soon will come that hour—When with mighty power 

Christ will come in splendor And will judgment render, With the 

faithful sharing Joy beyond comparing. Just as we receive a 

foretaste of the feast which is to come in the Lord’s Supper, so too 

will He come again to bring all believers to His eternal wedding 

banquet, where, as it says in Revelation chapter 21, “God himself 

will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from 

their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 

mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things 

have passed away.” 

Stanza Four: Come, then, O Lord Jesus, From our sins release us, 

Keep our hearts believing, That we, grace receiving, Ever may 

confess You Till in heaven we bless You. As we struggle through 

this world of sin, we cry out, “Come, Lord Jesus,” pleading that we 

may be released from our troubles. He will indeed come again, and 

so we eagerly await the day of His coming with hope and 

confidence in the world that is to come. May we never forget the 

great gifts He has left for us: His Word and Sacraments. “Amen. 

Come, Lord Jesus!” 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, 

that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your 

grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 
 

 
Peace in Christ,  
Nathan Beethe 

 Director of Parish Music 



GRACE FAMILY NEWS AND NOTES 

 
HOLY BAPTISM… 

Jack Ryan Raible, son of Kyle and Amanda Raible, was received 

into God’s Kingdom of Grace through the Sacrament of Holy 

Baptism on Sunday, November 23
rd

.  His sponsors are Chris and 

Alycia Hart.   

 
WELCOME… 

Mr. Wade Wallace transferred to Grace from Grace Lutheran 

Church in San Diego, California.  Please welcome Wade to our 

Grace Family. 

 
CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY… 

OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY to the family of Bill Wilkins who 

died Tuesday afternoon, November 18
th

.  The Funeral Service was 

Saturday, November 22
nd

, here at Grace with Pastor Walter 

officiating.  Bill is the husband of Mildred Wilkins and father of 

Debbie Craig and Billy and John Wilkins. Please keep Mildred and 

her family in your prayers. 

 
OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY to the family of Arleen Saenger 

who died Saturday, November 15
th

, in Virginia.  Arleen is the 

mother of Samantha Saenger.  Please keep Samantha and her 

family in your prayers. 

 
CONGRATULATIONS and GOD’S BLESSINGS…  

CONGRATULATIONS to David Graf who was recently elected 

Mayor of Cammack Village and will be sworn into office in 

January.  Our best wishes to David as he begins serving as Mayor 

of Cammack Village. 

 



THOSE WHO SERVE in DECEMBER 
 

ACOLYTE/CRUCIFER SCHEDULE 
 

8:15 a.m. Worship Service – Ginger Litwa 

10:45 a.m. Worship Services – Lauren Faulkner 
 

December 3rd - Advent Evening Prayer Service – Bailey Cannon 

December 10th - Advent Evening Prayer Service – Claire Hammond 

December 17th – Advent Evening Prayer Service – Annalia Buchanan 
 

December 24
th

 - 7:00 p.m. - Christmas Eve  

Crucifer: Mason Andrews - Acolyte:  Ethan Andrews 
 

December 25
th

 - 9:00 a.m. – Christmas Day – Ginger Litwa 
 

December 31
st
 - 7:00 p.m. - New Year’s Eve 

Crucifer: Connor Stephens - Acolyte: Lily Woodyard 

 
If you are unable to serve please ask someone to fill in for you and then call 

the church office. 

 
USHERS’ SCHEDULE 

 

8:15 a.m. Worship Services – Roy Bullard’s team 

Roy Andrews, John Ketcher, Gary Proud 

10:45 a.m. Worship Services – Gervais LeBlanc’s team 

Jeff Ralston, Jacob Ralston, Paul Krueger 
 

December 3
rd

 – Advent Service 1 – Tim Loyd’s team 

December 10
th

 – Advent Service 2 – Tim Sweeney’s team 

December 17
th

 – Advent Service 3 – Gary Goldsby’s team 

December 21
st
 – Children’s Service – Dave Roberts’ team 

December 24
th

 – Christmas Eve Service – Combined Ushering Team 

December 25
th

 – Christmas Day Svc. – Dennis Fastenau’s team 

December 31
st
 – New Year’s Eve Service – Roy Bullard’s team 

 
CANTORS’ SCHEDULE 

 

8:15 a.m. Worship Service – Paula Walter 

10:45 a.m. Worship Service – Suzanne Lambert 

 



THOSE WHO SERVE in DECEMBER 
 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 
 

December 7
th

 – 10:45 Service – Jeff Ralston 

December 14
th

 – 8:15 Service – Craig Schluterman 

December 21
st
 – 10:45 Service – Greg Warren 

December 28
th

 – 8:15 Service – Carter Stein  

 

December 25
th

 – Christmas Day – 9:00 a.m. Service – Dave Graf 

 

December 31
st
 – New Year’s Eve – 7:00 p.m. – Shaun Baker 

 

GREETERS’ SCHEDULE 
 

8:15 a.m. Worship Services - Debbie Penny 
 

10:45 a.m. Worship Services 

December 7
th

 and 14
th

 – Chris and Betty Pils 

December 21
st
 – Terry, Tammy and Cole Hill 

December 28
th

 – Gervais and Sharon LeBlanc 
 

All Advent Services – Debbie Penny 
 

December 24
th

 – Christmas Eve – Jack and Pat Funk 

                                               Sandy Price 
                                                                                      

December 25
th

 – Christmas Day – Jack and Pat Funk 
 

December 31
st
 – New Year’s Eve – Jack and Pat Funk 

 

ALTAR GUILD SCHEDULE 
 

8:15 a.m. Service – Angie Proud and Sheila Wilimzig 

10:45 a.m. Service – Ginny Ralston 
 

                 Advent Evening Prayer Services -   

                     Suzanne Raddle and Wilma Richter 
 

                  December 25
th

 – Christmas Day – Pat Funk 
 

                  December 31
st
 – New Years Eve –  

                     Suzanne Raddle and Wilma Richter 

If you are unable to serve please ask someone to substitute and then call the church.  



 

STEWARDSHIP BUDGET RE-CAP 
2014 budget totals $531,856  
which is an average weekly 

General Fund contribution requirement of $10,228 
 

 Budget needs through November 16   $470488 
Actual expenses through November 16    $466187 
 
Contributions to General Fund from all sources $454,650* 
Average weekly contribution through November 16                      $9884 
 
In summary, General Fund giving for the year is $ 7441 more than 
actual expenses. By comparison, this time last year giving was $10736 
less than expenses. 
 
Non-budget giving to designated funds through November 16   $48,895 
 
*These contributions include a monthly payment from ECDC to help 
offset expenses. They  also include some memorials and honorariums 
which are not designated to specific funds. 
 

 

 
 

 

POINSETTIAS 

We will be decorating the chancel area of our sanctuary with 

poinsettias for Christmas.  If you would like to order one, please 

fill out the form that is in the back of the newsletter.  
 

The cost is $13.50.  Please make your check payable to Grace 

Lutheran Church and send it to the Church Office.  The deadline 

to order is Sunday, December 7
th

. 

 

 
 



 
SIT AND SEW 

 

Sit and Sew will meet on Tuesday, December 2
nd

, at 12:00 noon 

in the classroom downstairs in the church.  Bring your lunch and 

sewing project and join us as we work on our projects and enjoy 

good fellowship.    
 

If you have questions, call Sammye Sue Harrill, Riley Middaugh 

or Carole Nichols. 

 

 
DECORATING THE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS 

  

We will decorate the trees in the sanctuary for Christmas on 

Saturday, December 13
th

, at 9:00 a.m.  This is a great 

opportunity for fellowship and to enjoy some sweets and treats!! 

 

Remember our trees are now pre-lit so decorating will be much 

easier!!!  Join us on December 13
th

 – call Angie Proud if you have 

questions. 

 
 

ACTS “EPIPHANY” DINNER 
January 11th   

5:30 p.m. 
 

The Butcher Shop Steakhouse 
10825 Hermitage Rd, Little Rock, AR 72211 

 

Arrive at 5:30 p.m. for visiting and at 6:00 p.m. we will begin 

placing dinner orders.  Mark your calendar and make plans to 

attend.   
 

Call Sammye Sue Harrill if you have questions. 

 



Children’s Christmas Service 

Sunday, December 21st   

3:00 p.m. 
The children will practice during the Sunday School opening each 

Sunday morning.  Please have your children downstairs by 9:45 a.m. 

for practice.   

There will also be a practice on December 7
th

 around 12:00 p.m. 

following the 10:45 service and on Saturday, December 20
th

, at 9:00 

a.m.  The Children’s Christmas Program will be Sunday afternoon, 

December 21
st
, at 3:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

THE GREAT COOKIE WALK 
Sunday, December 14th  

Between Services in Parker Hall 
 

What is it?  Purchase a bag to fill with an assortment of cookies. 

Proceeds benefit Grace Families with special Christmas needs. 

Each year the fundraiser raises over $700, through your generosity. 

Help the effort by baking batches of your favorite cookies  

to donate to the event.   

Bring them to church by end of first service that morning. 

The JOY Club will set out the amazing selection of treats  

for your choosing. 

Purchase a bag for $7.50 and fill it with an assortment of 

wonderful homemade cookies.   

Take home and enjoy, if you can wait that long!!! 

If you have questions, contact Bev Sanders at 425-8806 or 

225-6390 or Riley Middaugh at 240-4035. 

 
 
 
 



 
BRIDAL SHOWER 

for 
Krista Stein and Blakely Reeder 

December 7th – 2:00 p.m. 
 

A bridal shower for Krista Stein and Blakely Reeder will be held 

on Sunday, December 7
th

, at 2:00 p.m. in the Parlor.  Krista and 

Blakely will be married on January 3
rd

.  They are registered at Bed 

Bath & Beyond, William Sonoma, and The Full Moon.  Hostesses 

are Pat Funk, Sharon LeBlanc, Stephana Loyd, Ginny Ralston, and 

Paula Walter. 

 

 
 

NOON DEVOTIONS WITH PASTOR 
 

Noon Devotions with Pastor is Thursday, December 11
th

, at 

12:00 noon in Parker Hall.  Bring a sandwich and join us for 

Bible study and fellowship. Drinks, chips, and dessert are 

provided.  Bring a friend and join us …this is a wonderful 

opportunity for fellowship!! 
 
 
 

 

FELLOWSHIP CLUB 
 

Tuesday, December 16th 

12:00 noon 
 

The Fellowship Club will meet on Tuesday, December 17
th

 at 

12:00 noon in Parker Hall for their Christmas dinner.   

 

Join us for fun, food, and Christmas carols!!  Call the church office 

if you need more information. 

 

 



LWML Mission Grants 
 

Supporting Seminary Students 
 

As Christmas draws near, remember our seminary students in 

prayer.  Some will be staying at the seminary facilities away from 

families, either alone or with their immediate family. 

 

There are many opportunities for us to help: “adopt” a student, give 

to student financial aid for church workers through our LWML 

district mission grants, support seminary food pantries, and send 

them a letter of encouragement. They are so appreciative of 

financial support: a surprise package in the mail; or a card of 

encouragement. 

 

Faith comes from hearing the message.  It will be proclaimed by 

seminary students as they are led by the Holy Spirit.  Celebrate the 

birth of Jesus by reaching out to a student. 

 

To support the 2013-2015 LWML Mission Grants you can put 

your donation in the Mite Box on the bridge or on the table by the 

ramp door.  Contact Judy Rivers if you have questions. 

 
 

 
CHILD CARE NEEDED 

 
We are looking for someone (or several someones) to watch our 

children in our home for tax season (January 19 through April 15). 

We would be willing to mix schedules if, for instance, someone is 

available only a couple days per week.  

 

If you or someone you know might be interested, please contact 

Crissy at 501-779-1890 for additional details and payment 

information.  Thank you! Crissy Beethe 

 

 

 



 

Financial Peace University 
 

Financial Peace University (FPU) is again coming to Grace.  

Dave Ramsey is a nationally syndicated personal money 

management expert who founded Financial Peace University and 

has written several New York Times best sellers on personal 

finances.  The Board of Evangelism and the Board of Endowment 

are pleased to bring FPU to Grace in January as a mission 

outreach.  This is a 9 week course which covers a wide range of 

financial topics such as “Cash Flow Planning”, “Dumping Dept”, 

“Understanding Insurance”, “Understanding Investments”, and 

many other personal money management topics.  The messages are 

designed to teach you how to handle God’s money God’s way.  

The average family taking the course pays off $5,300 in debt and 

saves $2,700 in the first 90 days.  Please help us get the word out 

to family, friends and neighbors who might be interested in 

attending.  Many members of Grace have already been through this 

course and would be glad to speak to you about it.  

 

Register at www.GraceLutheranLR.org/FPU. The cost is $93 for 

materials purchased on the website when you sign up.   

 

Riley and Randy Middaugh have coordinated many classes and 

look forward to seeing you there! 

 

Financial Peace University 

Begins Sunday, January 11 

4:00-6:00 pm 

Cost: $93 /couple (or single) 

Register at www.GraceLutheranLR.org/FPU 

 

Childcare available 

 

Contact Randy Middaugh at rsm003@aol.com for questions 

 

http://www.gracelutheranlr.org/FPU
mailto:rsm003@aol.com


 

 
 
 

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE  
 

COFFEE HOST SIGN UP 
 
 

  Volunteers Needed to Serve - Please take a minute and sign 

   up for the Sunday on which you wish to serve.  The sign-up  

 sheet is on the bulletin board by the Parlor.  
 
 

  The schedule for December, 2014 is: 
 

  December 7
th

     Shaun and Justine Baker 

 

  December 14
th

     
 
JOY Club Cookie Walk in Parker Hall 

 

  December 21
st
   _____________________________ 

    

  December 28
th

  _____________________________ 

 

 

 

The schedule for January, 2015 is: 
 

  January 4
th

     _____________________________ 

  

  January 11
th

     _____________________________ 

 

  January 18
th

     
 

_____________________________ 

 

  January 25
th

      _____________________________ 

 
   

Thanks!!  We appreciate your help!! 



 



BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND GOD'S BLESSINGS to  
Grace Family Members in the month of December: 

  3 – Tommy Borchert, Carol Jones, Beth Paulson 

  4 – Heidi Litwa, Tallulah Ray  

  5 – Caleb Bryant, Kyla Wilbert 

  6 – Lindsey Long, Joshua Ralston 

  7 – Michael Hawkins 

  9 – Bette Bogart, Kim Woodyard 

11 – Lance Whitney 

12 – Carryl Blackburn, Linda Royster 

14 – David Cannon 

15 – Justine Baker, Sam Cate 

16 – Emma Jane Ohnemus 

19 – Gervais LeBlanc 

23 – Mikie Litwa 

26 – Robert Bemberg, Sr., Mary Ann Dyer, Andrea Faulkner,  

        Gary Goldsby, Cole Hill 

27 – Mona DeMilt, Zachary de Anda 

28 – Marietta Gutierrez, Beverly Sanders 

29 – Krista Stein 

30 – Boone Bryant 

31 – Harper Anne Cate 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY to these couples in December: 

  1 – Betty and Chris Pils 

  7 – Suzanne and David Raddle 

17 – Jaycie and Hunter Goodwin 

19 – Sammye and Raymond Harrill, Betty and Ray Wagoner 

20 – Susan and Edwin Mahnken 

21 – Linda and Stephen Douglas  

29 – Emily and Robert Bemberg, Jr. 

30 – Wilma and Robert Richter 

31 – Paulette and Gary Goldsby 
 

 
We apologize if we have missed your birthday or anniversary; please let us know in the 

church office so we can update our records. Thank you!! 



 

BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES AT GRACE 
Our nursery, downstairs in the church, is also available to take care  

of the infants and toddlers during Sunday School/Bible Class time. 

 

 
ADULT BIBLE CLASS - Pastor Walter’s Bible Class meets each 
Sunday at 9:45 a.m. in Parker Hall.  Pastor Walter has begun a new 
study entitled The Mormons: Who They Are, What They Believe. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES for children ages 3 through 6
th

 grade 

are held in the lower level of the Family Life Center. Parents are 

invited to join us for the opening service at 9:45 each Sunday.  

Questions? Contact Sunday School Superintendent Colleen 

Moorman for more information.   

JUNIOR YOUTH class meets at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday in their 

classroom downstairs in the church.  John Calvillo leads the class 

each Sunday morning.   

SENIOR YOUTH class meets each Sunday at 9:45 a.m. in their 

classroom downstairs in the church.  Dave Roberts leads the class 

each Sunday morning. 

YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY group meets every other Monday at 

7:00 p.m.  In December, they will meet December 1
st
 and 15

th
 and 

will cancel December 29
th

.  They are currently studying the book 

of Ephesians. Contact Vicar David Witte at vicar@glclr.org for 

additional information.  

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY class meets each Wednesday morning at 

6:30 a.m. at St. Vincent Hospital in the 4
th

 floor conference room 

(off the main elevator).  Pastor Walter leads this Bible Study.  All 

men of Grace are encouraged to attend. 

 

mailto:vicar@glclr.org


ECDC News & 

Notes 

 
Where did November go? Seems I was just inviting you to our Stone Soup Feast 
– and now it’s another page in our ECDC memory book!  As usual the kids had 
so much fun preparing the veggies and helping make the soup, then the 
pumpkin pies!  They could hardly wait until lunchtime so they could eat THEIR 
Stone Soup – it’s amazing what kids will eat when they have had a hand in 
making it. They also showed off their Pilgrim and Indian attire to Moms & Dads, 
Grandmas, & Grandpas. It was a great, fun, thank-full day! 
 
Of course we have all the media telling us what lies just around the corner – 
like we need hype to get excited about Christmas – not!  We’ll first celebrate 
Advent on our countdown to Christmas and learn how 
God sent us a special gift – His very own Son!  Our ECDC 
Advent traditions are a popular addition to our morning 
routine.  This is such a fun time with the kids (of all 
ages) — eyes glisten, joy bubbles, anticipation almost 
becomes too much!  As you hear a child tell, in their own 
words, the story of Jesus being born in a manger, the 
angels proclaiming the good news, and the shepherds 
coming to worship – you can’t help but feel the 
awesome power of God’s love for each and every one of 
us kids!! 
 
And once again we want YOU to know you are invited to what we call the 
“world’s best shortest” Christmas program – as the ECDC kids share the 
Christmas story and their Christmas joy with on Friday, December 19

th 
at 

10:30a.m. in Parker Hall. Our Junior and Senior classes will tell the real 
Christmas Story, followed by all the kids sharing the story in song. And the 
tradition wouldn’t be complete without the wonderful reception with a Happy 
Birthday Jesus cake and pizza lunch following the program hosted by the Board 
of Christian Education. 
 
More tradition – yes, we will have our ECDC Wish Lists posted on each 
classroom door and another on the bridge for those of you who don’t make it 
downstairs often.  If you wish, take an ornament, make the purchase, and 
return the item to ECDC (or if you prefer, make a monetary donation for the 
item and we’ll pick it up).  Another wonderful tradition of our Grace family 
supporting this weekday ministry of our congregation!  
 



Until next month, have a blessed Christ-filled holiday season — Colleen 

POINSETTIA ORDER 
 

We will be decorating the chancel area of our sanctuary with 
poinsettias for Christmas.  If you would like to order one, please 
fill out this form and attach your check for $13.50, made 
payable to Grace Lutheran Church.  Please send your order to 
the church office.  Deadline to order is Sunday, December 7TH. 
 
 
I wish to order _____ poinsettia(s) at $13.50 each =  
                                                                      Total $ _________ 
 
 
 
 
 
My poinsettia is given in memory of _________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 

OR 
 

 
My poinsettia is given in honor of ___________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
Given by ___________________________________________ 
                                  (Please Print Your Name) 

 
 

 



 

 


