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 “Christmas Giving” 

“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He 

was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you by His 

poverty might become rich.”  (2 Corinthians 8:9)   

I hope that you had a blessed Thanksgiving consisting of 

food, family and friends.  It was probably a full day in more ways 

than one for you.  I know I ate too much!  Let’s not forget faith in 

that formula for Thanksgiving, as I trust that you recognized the 

many blessings that you have and that you further know that the 

Lord is the source of all of those blessings.  Our Service on 

Thanksgiving morning is one of my favorite Services and is 

usually well attended, though this year our attendance was soft, 

less than what it really should be.  I know that there are those 

holidays when people are out-of-town and that may have been the 

case this year.  Of course I think that it should be full to 

overflowing with those wishing to give thanks to God for all of His 

benefits, and I would argue that every Service should be standing 

room only.  If it reaches that point, don’t worry, we will find you a 

place to sit. 

As people of God we should or we must recognize that the 

blessings that we have for this body and life flow from the 

generous hand of our Creator.  Of course I know you work hard 

and earn your living as a result of your labors. However your time, 

talents and abilities are God-given, though I know you have 

worked hard to refine them and use them to support yourself and 

your family.  In proportionate measure we should use some of our 

earnings to support the work of the Gospel here in this place called 

Grace and in the wider part of kingdom work known as Missions.  

We refer to those two areas as “At Home” and “At Large.”  I 

recognize that you probably receive many and varied mailings 

from all sorts of organizations that are a part of The Lutheran 

Church—Missouri Synod.  You can, of course, pick and choose 



which one or ones you wish to give to, along with all of the other 

mailings from various charitable organizations.  Christian charity 

flows from the “grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  That is what St. 

Paul pointed out in the verse from Scripture that I used to begin 

this first page. 

This is a month of enormous giving.  Maybe some of you 

started amassing your “sleigh of gifts” late this past summer or 

sometime this fall, buying a little here and a little there and putting 

the items away.  There may be some of you who don’t know when 

to stop always finding one more stocking stuffer.  Maybe some of 

you like to wait to the last minute when it is difficult to find a place 

to park and almost impossible to find a clerk that can give you the 

help you need, but you like the challenge.  Maybe you like to put 

off your celebration for a few days so that you can take advantage 

of the price-slashing that takes place during the after Christmas 

sales.  Maybe others just pull out the checkbook and write a check, 

which makes things fast and simple.  I guess there might even be 

those who are kin to Ebenezer Scrooge and say “bah humbug” to it 

all!  I am not really sure about the last one, but it’s possible. 

In all the Christmas giving that will take place this month, 

let me encourage you to remember what is at the very center of the 

celebration that is Christ’s Mass or in our case, the Divine Service 

that commemorates the Incarnation of Jesus, who is King of kings 

and Lord of lords.  The poetry of the season helps hide the very 

essence of His humble birth.  “Though He was rich,” St. Paul 

reminds us, “yet for your sake he became poor.”  Leaving the very 

glories of heaven, the Word became flesh, the immortal put on 

mortality.  Certainly He was born in a place used to house 

livestock because there was no room for the family in the inn.  A 

manger was used for Him instead of a bed, but in all of that 

language we really lose the state of humiliation and we may even 

forget that the purpose of His coming to earth was so that we might 

be given heaven.  St. Paul said that this way, “so that you by His 

poverty might become rich.” 

St. Paul used these words with a well-to-do congregation in 

Corinth who had promised to help in an offering for the saints in 

Jerusalem (at-large giving), but needed to be reminded of their 

promise to do so and further reminded of the need. 



Year in and year out the people of Grace come through to 

support the kingdom work that we have been given and have 

decided to do here.  I commend you for doing so! Could we do 

more?  Sure we could!  Does everyone that claims Grace as their 

church home support it financially?  No they do not.  Does 

everyone give as they should?  I guess that is a matter of 

interpretation and I won’t go there right now, but let me make 

some suggestions as I have in the past.  First of all to prescribe 

what to give becomes a matter of Law and we are a people of 

Christmas and Easter, which means we are people of the Gospel 

and have been freed to give from our hearts.  I suggest that you 

consider what you have been giving and look at what your income 

sources are.  If they have increased, has your giving increased?  

The expenses of the congregation go up annually.  If your 

resources have decreased, maybe your expenses have as well and 

you may still be free to give at your current level or maybe even 

give more.  Certainly there are economic reasons to give less, and 

that is understandable.  If you give little or nothing, what does that 

truly say?  The widow gave little in the eyes of others, but the Lord 

knew she gave all that she had.  There may be times that little and 

nothing might be the best you can do, but giving is sacrificial.  Do 

you give a specific amount on a regular basis whether you are here 

or not, or do you just give from what you have with you when you 

are here?  St. Paul encourages giving in this way, “Each one must 

give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7) 

December is a critical month in the world of retail.  The 

retailers depend upon our generosity to help them make their year.  

In the same way the month of December is a critical month for 

helping the church make budget, or receive offerings that help it 

show more income than expenses for the whole year.  Let me 

encourage you to be as generous as you are able, not with what is 

left over, but by deliberately setting aside an amount in your heart 

that is your Christmas giving, and then your giving for Epiphany, 

Lent, Easter and the season of Pentecost in 2016.  “For you know 

the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for 

your sake He became poor, so that you by His poverty might 

become rich.”  I hope to see you this Advent and Christmas! 

Pastor Walter 



ADVENT EVENING PRAYER SERVICES 

 

“The King is Coming!” 

 

     The Kingdom of God is a major theme in God’s holy history, from 

the house and lineage of David to David’s greater Son and Lord, whose 

birth we anticipate in this season of Advent.  This series will focus on the 

appointed lessons from the Old Testament prophets from our Sunday 

morning readings.  Those prophets spoke from the perspective of their 

own times under the kings of Israel and Judah, with all their human 

foibles and failures.  Yet the Word of God through these words of the 

prophets speaks of a greater king which is to come, whose kingdom will 

have no end. 

   Our lives as God’s people in Christ are “lived under Him in His 

Kingdom,” as Luther put it in his explanation to the Second Article of the 

Apostles’ Creed.  They are lived under the righteous rule and reign of 

Christ our King.  Christmas celebrates His birth and coming among us, 

even as we pray as He taught us, “Thy Kingdom Come.”  May our 

Advent worship help us prepare and rejoice, for The King is Coming! 
 

MID-WEEK SERVICES FOR ADVENT 

 

December 2 – 7:00 p.m. 

“The King’s City: Safe and Secure” – Jeremiah 33:14-16 
 

December 9 – 7:00 p.m. 

“The King’s Herald: Announcing the King” – Malachi 3:1-4 
 

December 16 – 7:00 p.m. 

“The King Will Have His Day” – Zephaniah 3:14-20 
 

 

ADVENT SUPPERS 

 

ADVENT SUPPERS will be served at 5:30 p.m. before the 

Advent Evening Prayer Services each week in Parker Hall.  

The following menus will be served with salad and dessert.   
 

December 2
nd

   Soup - Board of Parish Fellowship 
 

December 9
th

  Spaghetti – ACTS  
 

December 16
th

   Chili – Grace Youth and JOY Club  



Director of Parish Music 

 

Greetings in the name of our Risen Lord and Savior, Jesus the 

Christ!  

The Gospel reading for the First Sunday in Advent was Luke 

19:28-40, which is the triumphal entry on Palm Sunday, and this 

hymn, “Prepare the Royal Highway” (LSB 343) speaks to both 

Palm Sunday and Advent. 

Stanza One: Prepare the royal highway; The King of kings is near! 

 Let ev’ry hill and valley A level road appear!  Then greet the King 

of Glory Foretold in sacred story: Hosanna to the Lord, For He 

fulfills God’s Word! This hymn, which is generally sung in 

Advent, points us to Holy Week and Christ’s reason for coming: to 

fulfill God’s Word by dying for our sins and rising again on the 

third day to announce His victory over sin, death, and the power of 

the devil. 

Stanza two: God’s people, see Him coming: Your own eternal 

king!  Palm branches strew before Him!  Spread garments!  Shout 

and sing!  God’s promise will not fail you!  No more shall doubt 

assail you!  Hosanna to the Lord, For He fulfills God’s 

Word! With this stanza we continue to see Palm Sunday, with the 

excitement of the people for their Messiah and their King. 

 Because He is our King, we know that God’s promises are sure. 

 Christ comes to calm all fear and doubt. 

Stanza three: Then fling the gates wide open To greet your 

promised king!  Your king, yet ev’ry nation Its tribute too should 

bring.  All lands, bow down before Him!  All nations, now adore 

Him!  Hosanna to the Lord, For He fulfills God’s Word! Here we 

turn the corner and clearly see that Christ has not come only to 

save Israel, but to save all people.  He is King over the entire 

world, whether they recognize it or not.  But He is not a political 

king, as the fourth stanza points out: 

His is no earthly kingdom; it comes from heav’n above.  His rule is 

peace and freedom And justice, truth, and love.  So let your praise 

be sounding For kindness so abounding: Hosanna to the Lord, For 

He fulfills God’s Word! This brings to mind the words of Christ 



when He said to Pontius Pilate: “My kingdom is not of this world.” 

 Christ has not come to be our earthly king, or our “bread king,” as 

many people, including the disciples, thought on Palm Sunday. 

 Instead, He has come to save the entire human race; Thanks be to 

God!  So throughout this Advent and Christmas season, while we 

are focusing on the birth of Christ, we must never forget why He 

came: to suffer and die for us and for our salvation. 

--- 

This is my last article for the newsletter here at Grace. My family 

and I have greatly enjoyed being here and serving this 

congregation. I could not imagine a more loving and supportive 

group of people to be among, and I am very thankful for all your 

prayers and support these past years. It has been a joy to begin my 

service to Christ’s Church in this place, and I look forward now to 

continuing that service in a new location. Please continue to keep 

us in your prayers, just as we will keep you in our prayers.  

Stanza Four of “Abide with Me” (LSB 878) is a great reminder in 

the face of the changes of this life: Swift to its close ebbs our life’s 

little day; Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away; Change 

and decay in all around I see; O Thou who changest not, abide 

with me. 

I leave you with the prayer that has been, and continues to be, my 

constant refrain throughout the changes of the past few months:  

Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we 

cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils 

unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing 

where we go but only that Your hand is leading us and Your love 

supporting us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Peace in Christ,  
Nathan Beethe, Director of Parish Music 

 
 

 



NEWS FROM THE RAY FAMILY 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters at Grace Lutheran,  

 

It is wonderful to have an opportunity to write to you all again. It has 

been too long! We hope you are all doing well in Little Rock and we are, 

as always, ever so thankful for all the kindnesses you have extended to us 

over the years! 

 

We are currently doing well here in St. Louis. Allie is still a wonderful 

wife and mother. She continues to relish the opportunities she has to 

watch our children grow and to help me remember the things I forget 

(which I am convinced happens only once in a blue moon, but she might 

say otherwise). Monica, is continuing to learn a lot in preschool and in 

dance class. Tallulah is going to turn three in December and we are 

excited about hosting a costume party for her birthday. She will be a 

super-hero, which seems to be her preference. Scarlett is a delightful 

little girl who is at the “What is that?” stage and also loves patting the 

head of her baby sister and saying, “How Cute! What a sweetie!”. Which 

brings us to Marlo, the smiley little baby who is growing on us everyday!  

 

I will be finishing up my Master of Divinity this May at which point I 

will begin my preparation to enter into an institutional chaplaincy. This 

will entail a one year training program and afterward I will be able to 

serve in venues such as hospitals, nursing homes, and prisons. We are 

excited about this direction in ministry that the Lord has been opening up 

for me and the opportunity to share the gospel in a unique environment. 

My classes coming up are also exciting. I will be taking a preaching class 

about the preaching style of Jesus, a class about the different Christian 

groups in America, Biblical Theology, Acts and Pauline Epistles, and a 

class about the history of Pastoral Care. As always, there will be a lot to 

learn! 

 

We hope to see you all around Christmas time when we will be visiting. 

Thank you so much for your continued support and you are in our 

prayers! 

 

Yours in Christ,  

 

Kevin, Allie, Monica, Tallulah, Scarlett, and Marlo Ray 

 

 



THOSE WHO SERVE in DECEMBER 
 

ACOLYTE/CRUCIFER SCHEDULE 
 

8:15 a.m. Worship Service – Katie Williams 

10:45 a.m. Worship Services – Morgan Yovanovich 
 

December 2nd - Advent Evening Prayer Service – Bailey Cannon 

December 9th - Advent Evening Prayer Service – Claire Hammond 

December 16th – Advent Evening Prayer Service – James Junkans 
 

December 24
th

 - 7:00 p.m. - Christmas Eve  

Crucifer: Ethan Andrews - Acolyte:  ______________ 
 

December 25
th

 - 9:00 a.m. – Christmas Day – James Junkans 
 

December 31
st
 - 7:00 p.m. - New Year’s Eve 

Crucifer: Connor Stephens - Acolyte: Claire Hammond 

 
If you are unable to serve please ask someone to fill in for you and then call 

the church office. 

 
USHERS’ SCHEDULE 

 

8:15 a.m. Worship Services – Roy Bullard’s team 

Roy Andrews, John Ketcher, Gary Proud 

10:45 a.m. Worship Services – Gervais LeBlanc’s team 

Jeff Ralston, Paul Krueger 
 

December 2
nd

 – Advent Service 1 – Tim Loyd’s team 

December 9
th

 – Advent Service 2 – Tim Sweeney’s team 

December 16
th

 – Advent Service 3 – Gary Goldsby’s team 

December 20
th

 – Children’s Service – Dave Roberts’ team 
December 24

th
 – Christmas Eve Service – Combined Ushering Team 

December 25
th

 – Christmas Day Service – Paul Nichols’ team 

December 31
st
 – New Year’s Eve Service – Roy Bullard’s team 

 
CANTORS’ SCHEDULE 

 

8:15 a.m. Worship Service – Paula Walter 

10:45 a.m. Worship Service – Karen Klein 



THOSE WHO SERVE in DECEMBER 
 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 
 

December 6
th

 – 10:45 Service – Shaun Baker 

December 13
th

 – 8:15 Service – Brad Schnackenberg 

December 20
th

 – 10:45 Service – John Calvillo 

December 27
th

 – 10:00 a.m. One Service – Robert Nichols  

 
December 25

th
 – Christmas Day – 9:00 a.m. Service – Robert Wilimzig 

 

December 31
st
 – New Year’s Eve – 7:00 p.m. – Jeff Ralston 

 

GREETERS’ SCHEDULE 
 

8:15 a.m. Worship Services - Debbie Penny 

December 13
th

 – Jack and Pat Funk 
 

10:45 a.m. Worship Services 

December 6
th

 and 13
th

 – Chris and Betty Pils 

December 20
th

 – ______________________ 

December 27
th

 – One Service 
 

All Advent Services – Debbie Penny 
 

December 24
th

 – Christmas Eve – Jack and Pat Funk 

                                               Sandy Price 
                                                                                                                                     

December 25
th

 – Christmas Day – Shaun and Justine Baker 
 

December 31
st
 – New Year’s Eve – Jack and Pat Funk 

 

ALTAR GUILD SCHEDULE 
 

8:15 a.m. Service – Lori Bloom and Sheila Wilimzig 

10:45 a.m. Service – Ginny Ralston 
 

                 Advent Evening Prayer Services - Suzanne Raddle  
 

                  December 25
th

 – Christmas Day – Sheila Wilimzig 
 

                  December 31
st
 – New Years Eve – Suzanne Raddle  

 
If you are unable to serve please ask someone to substitute and then call the church.  

 



GRACE FAMILY NEWS AND NOTES 
 

CONGRATULATIONS and GOD’S BLESSINGS…  

CONGRATULATIONS to JoAnn Crowe and Rudy Bischof who 

were married on Saturday, November 28
th

, here at Grace with 

Pastor Walter officiating.  Congratulations and God’s blessings to 

JoAnn and Rudy. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to Samantha Saenger and Matthew 

Buchholtz who were married on Saturday, November 28
th

, at the 

Womens City Club.  Congratulations and God’s blessings to 

Samantha and Matthew. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to Jessica Kindschi and Paul Walter who 

were married Saturday afternoon, November 7
th

, in Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin, with Pastor Walter officiating.  Paul is the son of 

Pastor and Paula Walter.  Congratulations and God’s blessings to 

Jessica and Paul. 

 

THANK YOU… 

On November 15
th

 we dedicated a new set of communion ware 

here at Grace.  Our sincere thanks to Dorris and Allen Deislinger 

for this gift given to Grace Lutheran Church to the glory of God 

and for His many blessings.  
 

 

 

FELLOWSHIP CLUB 
 

Tuesday, December 15th 

12:00 noon 
 

The Fellowship Club will meet on Tuesday, December 15
th

 at 

12:00 noon in Parker Hall for their Christmas dinner.   
 

Join us for fun, food, and Christmas carols!!  Call the church office 

if you need more information. 

 



 

STEWARDSHIP BUDGET RE-CAP 
2015 budget totals $537,041 
which is an average weekly 

General Fund contribution requirement of $10,328 
 
 Budget needs through November 30     $495,744 
Actual expenses through November 30  $465,802 
 
Contributions to General Fund from all sources $457,251* 
Average weekly contribution through November 30                 $9526 
 
In summary, General Fund giving for the year is $ 8551 less  than 
actual expenses.  
 
Non-budget giving to designated funds through November 30     $22,677  
 
*These contributions include a monthly payment from ECDC to help 
offset expenses. They also include some memorials and honorariums 
which are not designated to specific funds. 

 
 

 

Children’s Christmas Service 

Sunday, December 20th    

3:00 p.m. 
 

The children will practice during the Sunday School opening each 

Sunday morning.  Please have your children downstairs by 9:45 a.m. 

for practice.   

There will also be practices in the sanctuary on Sunday, December 

13
th

 following the 10:45 service and on Saturday, December 19
th

, 

at 9:00 a.m.  The Children’s Christmas Program will be Sunday 

afternoon, December 20
th

, at 3:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. 

 
 



DECORATING THE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS 
  

We will decorate the trees in the sanctuary for Christmas on  

Saturday, December 12
th

, at 9:00 a.m.  Join us for a couple of 

hours as we decorate the Christmas trees in the sanctuary and hang 

wreaths. Craig Schluterman is helping to coordinate volunteers.  

     

 

THE GREAT COOKIE WALK 

Sunday, December 13th  
Between Services in Parker Hall 

 
 

We need YOU for the Cookie Walk. 

 

The annual Cookie Walk raises funds to assist Grace members. 

 

Please bake a batch of your favorite cookies to bring Sunday 

morning, December 13
th

. The cookies will be displayed for sale 

upstairs in the Parker Hall between services. Purchase a zip lock 

bag for $7.50 and fill it with your choice of cookies, to enjoy then 

or to take home and enjoy later. Of course, we hope you will buy 

lots of cookies!! This is a great way to stock up on a variety of 

goodies to share with your Christmas guests. 

 

Thank you for your generous support of our Christmas season 

fundraiser.  If you have questions, contact Bev Sanders at 425-

8806 or 225-6390. 
 

 

 

NOON DEVOTIONS WITH PASTOR 
 

Noon Devotions with Pastor is Thursday, December 10
th

, at 

12:00 noon in Parker Hall.  Bring a sandwich and join us for 

Bible study and fellowship. Drinks, chips, and dessert are 

provided.  Bring a friend and join us …this is a wonderful 

opportunity for fellowship!! 
 

 



 
 

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE  
 

COFFEE HOST SIGN UP 
 
 

  Volunteers Needed to Serve - Please take a minute and sign 

   up for the Sunday on which you wish to serve.  The sign-up  

 sheet is on the bulletin board by the Parlor.  
 
 

  The schedule for December, 2015 is: 
 

  December 6
th

     Grace Youth 

 

  December 13
th

     
 
JOY Club Cookie Walk in Parker Hall 

 

  December 20
th

   Diane Roberts and Pat Funk 

    

  December 27
th

  Board of Elders 

 
The schedule for January, 2016 is: 
 

  January 3
rd

      _____________________________ 

  

  January 10
th

     _____________________________ 

 

  January 17
th

     
 

_____________________________ 

   

  January 24
th

       _____________________________ 

   

  January 31
st
        _____________________________ 

 

   

Thanks!!  We appreciate your help!! 



BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND GOD'S BLESSINGS to  

Grace Family Members in the month of December: 

  3 – Tommy Borchert, Carol Jones, Beth Paulson 

  4 – Heidi Litwa, Tallulah Ray  

  5 – Caleb Bryant, Kyla Wilbert 

  6 – Joshua Ralston 

  9 – Bette Bogart, Kim Woodyard 

11 – Lance Whitney 

12 – Carryl Blackburn  

14 – David Cannon 

15 – Justine Baker, Sam Cate 

16 – Emma Jane Ohnemus 

17 – David Schroeder 

19 – Gervais LeBlanc 

24 – Mikie Litwa 

26 – Robert Bemberg, Sr., Mary Ann Dyer, Andrea Faulkner,  

        Gary Goldsby, Cole Hill 

27 – Mona DeMilt, Zachary de Anda 

28 – Marietta Gutierrez, Beverly Sanders 

29 – Krista Reeder 

30 – Boone Bryant 

31 – Harper Anne Cate 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY to these couples in December: 

  1 – Betty and Chris Pils 

  7 – Suzanne and David Raddle 

17 – Jaycie and Hunter Goodwin 

19 – Sammye and Raymond Harrill 

20 – Susan and Edwin Mahnken 

21 – Linda and Stephen Douglas  

29 – Emily and Robert Bemberg, Jr. 

30 – Wilma and Robert Richter 

31 – Paulette and Gary Goldsby 
 

 
We apologize if we have missed your birthday or anniversary; please let us know in the 

church office so we can update our records. Thank you!! 



 

BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES AT GRACE 

Our nursery, downstairs in the church, is also available to take care 

of the infants and toddlers on Sunday morning during Sunday 

School/Bible Class time. 

 
 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS – Pastor Walter’s class meets upstairs in the 

Family Life Center in Parker Hall.  Pastor Walter is leading a  

series entitled A Man Named Martin, which examines the life and 

times of Martin Luther.  This is a Bible study series from the 

Men’s Network of the Lutheran Hour Ministries.   

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES for children ages 3 through 6th 

grade are held in the lower level of the Family Life Center. Parents 

are invited to join us for the opening service at 9:45 each Sunday.  

Questions? Contact Colleen Moorman for more information.   

JUNIOR YOUTH class meets at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday in their 

classroom downstairs in the church.  John Calvillo leads the class 

each Sunday morning.   

SENIOR YOUTH class meets each Sunday at 9:45 a.m. in their 

classroom downstairs in the church.  Dave Roberts leads the class 

each Sunday morning. 

YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY meets every other Monday at 

7:00 p.m. This month they will meet on Monday, December 14
th

.  

E-mail Chaplain David Witte at drwitte@gmail.com to find out the 

different locations or if you have questions. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY class meets each Wednesday morning at 

6:30 a.m. at St. Vincent Hospital in the 4
th

 floor conference room 

(off the main elevator).  Pastor Walter leads this Bible Study. 

 

mailto:drwitte@gmail.com


 

ECDC News & Notes 

 
Where did November go? Seems I was just inviting you to 

our Stone Soup Feast – and now it’s another page in our ECDC memory book!  
As usual the kids had so much fun preparing the veggies and helping make the 
soup, then the pumpkin pies!  They could hardly wait until lunchtime so they 
could eat THEIR Stone Soup – it’s amazing what kids will eat when they have 
had a hand in making it. They also showed off their Pilgrim and Indian attire to 
Moms & Dads, Grandmas, & Grandpas. It was a great, fun, thank-full day! 
 
Of course we have all the media telling us what lies just around the corner – 
like we need hype to get excited about Christmas – not!  We’ll first celebrate 
Advent on our countdown to Christmas and learn how 
God sent us a special gift – His very own Son!  Our ECDC 
Advent traditions are a popular addition to our morning 
routine.  This is such a fun time with the kids (of all 
ages) — eyes glisten, joy bubbles, anticipation almost 
becomes too much!  As you hear a child tell, in their own 
words, the story of Jesus being born in a manger, the 
angels proclaiming the good news, and the shepherds 
coming to worship – you can’t help but feel the 
awesome power of God’s love for each and every one of 
us kids!! 
 
And once again we want YOU to know you are invited to what we call the 
“world’s best shortest” Christmas program – as the ECDC kids share the 
Christmas story and their Christmas joy with on Friday, December 18

th 
at 

10:30a.m. in Parker Hall. Our Junior and Senior classes will tell the real 
Christmas Story, followed by all the kids sharing the story in song. And the 
tradition wouldn’t be complete without the wonderful reception with a Happy 
Birthday Jesus cake and pizza lunch following the program hosted by the Board 
of Christian Education. 
 
More tradition – yes, we will have our ECDC Wish Lists posted on each 
classroom door and another on the bridge for those of you who don’t make it 
downstairs often.  If you wish, take an ornament, make the purchase, and 
return the item to ECDC (or if you prefer, make a monetary donation for the 
item and we’ll pick it up).  Another wonderful tradition of our Grace family 
supporting this weekday ministry of our congregation!  
 

Until next month, have a blessed Christ-filled holiday season — Colleen 



POINSETTIA ORDER 
 

We will be decorating the chancel area of our sanctuary with 
poinsettias for Christmas.  If you would like to order one, please 
fill out this form and attach your check for $13.50, made 
payable to Grace Lutheran Church.  Please send your order to 
the church office.  Deadline to order is Sunday, December 13TH. 
 
 
I wish to order _____ poinsettia(s) at $13.50 each =  
                                                                      Total $ _________ 
 
 
 
 
 
My poinsettia is given in memory of _________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 

OR 
 

 
My poinsettia is given in honor of ___________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
Given by ___________________________________________ 
                                  (Please Print Your Name) 

 
 

 

 

 


