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THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD 
EASTER SUNRISE 

PRAYER UPON ENTERING CHURCH 

Thanks and praise are Yours, Lord God heavenly Father, for You have raised Jesus from 

the dead.  This truth gives me the hope of everlasting life.  My faith is not in vain.  As I live in the 

reality of the forgiveness of sins and the hope of eternal salvation, grant that I may live in joyful 

service to You, seeking to do Your will, showing forth Your love to my neighbor, and singing 

Your praises both now and into eternity for Your faithfulness towards me and all people endures 

forever.  I pray this in the name of Jesus, who is the Resurrection and the Life.  Amen 

 WELCOME  

 Alleluia Christ Is Risen!  He Is Risen Indeed, Alleluia!  The Psalmist writes, this is the 

day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. Today as Christians we rejoice and are 

glad that God the Father has kept His promises to us through His Son.  Welcome and a blessed 

Easter to everyone gathered here early this morning to celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord 

Jesus Christ – Easter Sunrise.  Please fill out an attendance registration card found at each pew 

and return it to an Usher as the Offering is collected.  If you have any questions about Grace 

Congregation and our teachings from Holy Scripture, please speak with our Pastor.  The theme of 

this Sunrise Matins Service will not be repeated at our 8:15 and 10:45 Divine Services, so you are 

invited to join us again later this morning if you are able.  Each Sunday throughout the year is a 

celebration of the resurrection and an opportunity to give thanks to the Lord for promising us that 

because Jesus lives, we will live also!  We invite you to come and worship with us again. 

AS WE GATHER 

 “The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” we will say together 

in the Responsive Psalm for this morning’s Sunrise Service.  Jesus is indeed the very rock of our 

salvation.  This morning’s message is based on the parable spoken by Jesus known as the parable 

of The Wise and Foolish Builders.  In this earthly story with a heavenly meaning we are reminded 

of the struggles and storms that life throws our way.  In this parable of Jesus we are further 

reminded that when these events assail us, if our house is built on the Rock it will withstand the 

trials and temptations of daily living, while the house built on sand will be washed away.  Even 

though we believe that Jesus Christ has been raised from the dead thereby showing us that His 

once and for all sacrifice is acceptable, that does not mean that life will be easy, that we will be 

immune from trouble and heartache, but we have the Lord’s promise that He is with us always, to 

the very end of the age!  Thanks be to God who gives us the victory through Jesus Christ!  
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THE ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

 The Altar Flowers are given today to the glory of God and the beautification of His house by 

Jim and Florence Marvin in thankfulness for the most glorious Resurrection of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ and for the many blessings especially for blessings bestowed upon our nephew Ranjith 

Paul, who will be coming to the United States on April 10
th
. 

 

THOSE WHO SERVE  
 

Pastor:                                                                Rev. James C. Walter 

Assisting Minister:  Chaplain David Witte 

Director of Parish Music:                             Nathan Beethe 

Secretary:                                                                         Pat Funk 

Early Childhood Center Director:                          Colleen Moorman 

Crucifer: (6:30) Lily Woodyard 

Acolyte: (6:30) James Junkans 

Ushers: (6:30) Sam Cate, Gervais Le Blanc, Paul Nichols 

Soloist: (6:30) Sharon LeBlanc 

Crucifer: (8:15) Mason Andrews 

Acolyte:             (8:15)      Ginger Litwa 

Cantor: (8:15) Randy Middaugh 

Communion Assistant: (8:15) Carter Stein 

Ushers:                (8:15) Roy Andrews, Roy Bullard 

   John Ketcher, Gary Proud 

Greeters:              (8:15)    Roy and Ame Andrews, Perryn, Mason and Ethan  

Altar Guild: (8:15) Lori Bloom and Angie Proud 

Crucifer: (10:45) Jack Manchesster 

Acolyte:            (10:45)                    Katie Williams 

Cantor:               (10:45)                          Jeff Ralston 

Communion Assistant: (10:45) Greg Warren 

Ushers:              (10:45) Shaun Baker, Paul Krueger 

  Gervais LeBlanc, Jeff Ralston 

Greeters:             (10:45)                  Ann Stoker, Cynthia McCrory, and Owen McCrory 

Altar Guild: (10:45) Ginny Ralston 

Choir:  Adult Choir, Handbell Choir 

Easter Breakfast:       Board of Parish Fellowship  

Altar Guild:  (Wed. evening)     Suzanne Raddle and Wilma Richter 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS – The appointed readings for next Sunday, April 12
th
, The Second Sunday 

of Easter, are:  The First Reading: Acts 4:32-35, The Epistle Reading: 1 John 1:1-2:, and The Gospel 

Reading:  John 20:19-31. 

Grace Lutheran Church 

5124 Hillcrest, Little Rock, AR  72205 
 

Mailing address:  P. O. Box 250769, Little Rock, AR 72225 

www.gracelutheranlr.org  

Telephone Number: 501-663-3631 
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THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD 
EASTER SUNRISE 

 

THE ORDER OF MATINS 
 

 
 

 

 
Ringing of the Church Bell 

 

 

Solo Were You There (LSB 456) 

 

 
Please rise and face the processional cross. 

 

 

Easter Acclamation 
  

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

 

Lighting of the Paschal Candle 
  

P May the light of Christ, who is risen in glory from the dead, scatter all the darkness of our 

hearts and minds. 

 

 

Salutation and Collect 
  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

 

P Let us pray.  Almighty and most merciful God, pour out on us Your abundant blessing 

that all who in true faith share this time in joyful celebration of the resurrection of our 

Lord Jesus Christ from the dead may be filled with Your heavenly benediction.  Once we 

were in darkness, but now we are in the Light, even Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 
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Processional Hymn: Christ the Lord Is Risen Today  LSB 469 

 

 
 

 
 

 

5 Soar we now where Christ has led; 

Foll’wing our exalted Head. 

Made like Him, like Him we rise; 

Ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 

 

 

6 Hail the Lord of earth and heav’n! 

Praise to Thee by both be giv’n! 

Thee we greet triumphant now: 

Hail, the resurrection, Thou! 
 
Public domain 

 
 

Opening Versicles Psalm 51:15; Psalm 70:1 
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Psalmody 

 

Easter Antiphon 
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Venite Psalm 95:1–7 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Easter Antiphon 
  

 

  
   

 



 - 7 - 

Psalm Psalm 118:15–29 (antiphon: v. 1) 

 
P Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 

C for his steadfast love endures forever! 

P Glad songs of salvation are in the tents of the righteous: 

C “The right hand of the LORD does valiantly, 

P the right hand of the LORD exalts, 

C the right hand of the LORD does valiantly!” 

P I shall not die, but I shall live, 

C and recount the deeds of the LORD. 

P The LORD has disciplined me severely, 

C but he has not given me over to death. 

P Open to me the gates of righteousness, 

C that I may enter through them and give thanks to the LORD. 

P This is the gate of the LORD; 

C the righteous shall enter through it. 

P I thank you that you have answered me 

C and have become my salvation. 

P The stone that the builders rejected 

C has become the cornerstone. 

P This is the LORD’s doing; 

C it is marvelous in our eyes. 

P This is the day that the LORD has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

P Save us, we pray, O LORD! 

C O LORD, we pray, give us success! 

P Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the LORD! 

C We bless you from the house of the LORD. 

P The LORD is God, and he has made his light to shine upon us. 

C Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the altar! 

P You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 

C you are my God; I will extol you. 

P Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 

C for his steadfast love endures forever! 
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C   Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

     and to the Holy Spirit; 

       as it was in the beginning, 

       is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 

C for his steadfast love endures forever! 

 
Sit 

 
Office Hymn: He's Risen, He's Risen  LSB 480 
 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011479. 
Public domain 
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Readings 

 
Old Testament Reading Exodus 15:1–11 

Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to the LORD, saying, 

“I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; 

the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea. 

The LORD is my strength and my song, 

and he has become my salvation; 

this is my God, and I will praise him, 

my father’s God, and I will exalt him. 

The LORD is a man of war; the LORD is his name. 

“Pharaoh’s chariots and his host he cast into the sea, 

and his chosen officers were sunk in the Red Sea. 

The floods covered them; they went down into the depths like a stone. 

Your right hand, O LORD, glorious in power, 

your right hand, O LORD, shatters the enemy. 

In the greatness of your majesty you overthrow your adversaries; 

you send out your fury; it consumes them like stubble. 

At the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up; 

the floods stood up in a heap; 

the deeps congealed in the heart of the sea. 

The enemy said, ‘I will pursue, I will overtake, 

I will divide the spoil, my desire shall have its fill of them. 

I will draw my sword; my hand shall destroy them.’ 

You blew with your wind; the sea covered them; 

they sank like lead in the mighty waters. 

“Who is like you, O LORD, among the gods? 

Who is like you, majestic in holiness, 

awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders? 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

    
Epistle 1 Corinthians 5:6–8 
 

Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? 

Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For 

Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. Let us therefore celebrate the festival, not with 

the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and 

truth. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 

 
Hymn: He Is Arisen! Glorious Word  LSB 488 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 

 

 
Holy Gospel John 20:1–18 

 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still 

dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. So she ran and went to 

Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have 

taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” So Peter went 

out with the other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb. Both of them were running 

together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. And stooping to look 

in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, 
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following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, and the face cloth, 

which had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by 

itself. Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and 

believed; for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 

Then the disciples went back to their homes. 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into the 

tomb. And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the 

head and one at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, 

“They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” Having said 

this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus 

said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to be 

the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid 

him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in 

Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I 

have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to 

my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and 

announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that he had said these things to her. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Responsory 
 Psalm 96:2; Psalm 29:1–2; 1 Corinthians 15:20 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
P 
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Sit 

 
Sermon Matthew 7:24-29 

“Receive Eternal Life:  The Parable of the Wise and Foolish Builders” 

 
Stand 

 
 

Canticle 

 
Hymn: Splendor and Honor  LSB 950 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
© 1990 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011479. 
© 1987 K. Lee Scott; admin. MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011479. 

 
Sit 
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Offering He’s Risen, He’s Risen – Kenneth T. Kosche 

 
Stand 
 

 

Prayer 

 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
 

 

 
Lord's Prayer 
  

P Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth  

  as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses  

  as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom  

 and the power and the glory  

 forever and ever. Amen 

 
Salutation 2 Timothy 4:22 
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Collect of the Day 
  

P  Let us pray. 

Almighty God, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, You overcame death and 

opened to us the gate of everlasting life.  We humbly pray that we may live before You in 

righteousness and purity forever; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
 

 

 
Prayer of the Church 
  

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 

their needs.  

 

Each petition ends with the following:  

 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

The prayers conclude with the following: 

 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 

 
Collect for Grace 
  

P O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought us 

to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant 

that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our 

doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 
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Benedicamus [Psalm 103:1] 
 

 

 

 
Benediction 2 Corinthians 13:14 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Closing Hymn: The Day of Resurrection Printed on the next page 

 
Postlude Jesus Christ is Risen Today - Healey Willan 

 

 

 
T     T     T 

 
 
 
Acknowledgments 

Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 

2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Created by 

Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

 P 
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Closing Hymn: The Day of Resurrection  LSB 478 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Public domain 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 - 17 - 

THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
 

SUNDAY:  6:30 a.m. – Sunrise Easter Matins Service  

  7:30 a.m. –  Breakfast – Parker Hall 

   8:15 a.m. –  Easter Festival Divine Service with Holy Communion 

   9:15 a.m. –  Breakfast – Parker Hall 

 10:00 a.m. – Easter Egg Hunt outside Parker Hall 

                                  10:45 a.m. – Easter Festival Divine Service with Holy Communion 

MON - FRI:      7:30 a.m. – Early Childhood Development Center (ECDC) 

MONDAY:  CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED TODAY 
TUESDAY: 10:00 a.m. – Women’s Bible Class  
 12:00 noon – Sit and Sew 

  5:15 p.m. – 8
th

 Grade Confirmation 
WEDNESDAY:  6:30 a.m. – Men’s Bible Study (St. Vincent’s) 

  7:00 p.m. – Mid-Week Service with Holy Communion 

THURSDAY: 12:00 noon – Noon Devotions with Pastor 

  5:15 p.m. – 7
th

 Grade Confirmation 
SATURDAY:   8:30 a.m. – LWML Zone Event at First Lutheran Church 

  9:00 a.m. – Kantorei rehearsal  

 

EASTER BREAKFAST – It is a joy to have you in worship with us today as we celebrate 

the resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  The Board of Parish Fellowship is 

sponsoring an Easter Breakfast in Parker Hall after the Easter Sunrise Service and 

after the 8:15 Worship Service.  Please join us for breakfast and fellowship. 
 

ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT – The Easter Egg Hunt will start promptly at 10:00 

a.m. outside on the south side of Parker Hall for all ages up to 8 years old.  The eggs will 

be provided.  Bring your Easter basket. 
 

THANK YOU to the choir and instrumentalists for sharing their talents in praise to our 

Risen Lord in our worship services this morning.  We also appreciate all of those who 

served in various capacities in each of the services this morning, sharing their time and 

talents in many ways for this Easter Sunday celebration. Thank you to the Board of 

Parish Fellowship and all who worked with them in setting up and serving the Easter 

Breakfast.   
 

WELCOME - Today we welcome Arthur and Karen Stewart and their children Brenna 

and Daniel who transferred to Grace from Faith Lutheran Church in Avon, Ohio.  Please 

welcome the Stewarts to our Grace Family. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND GOD’S BLESSINGS TO: 
April   5 – Ashley Worden 

April   6 – Edward Allen, Nancy Hickey 

April   7 – Edwina Atkinson, Rick Camacho, Joel Junkans, Stacy Johnson, Carmen Stewart 

April   9 – Brandt Cline, Kestin Christie 

April 10 – Suzanne Hardman 

April 11 – Bud Evans, Angie Proud, Scarlett Ray 
 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:  

Grant Geuther is hospitalized at the VA Fort Roots in North Little Rock. 

Evelyn Chotkowski is in Good Shepherd Nursing and Rehabilitation. 

Beth Paulson is continuing her recovery at home. 

Joan Ann Olsen is in The Lakes at Maumelle Health and Rehab. 

Dennis Fastenau is continuing chemotherapy treatment. 
 

LAST WEEK’S STEWARDSHIP – Attendance: Sunday 3/29: 224 (8:15 – 117 and 

10:45 – 107). Maundy Thursday: 107.  Offerings: Sunday 3/29: $11,578.00.  Lenten 

Offering 3/25: $996.00. Missions: $25.00. Building Fund: $50.00. Memorials: $50.00. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to Lyndsey and John Allen on the birth of their son John Edward 

Allen VI who was born Friday, April 3
rd

.  His grandparents are Bob and Betty Bryant.  

Congratulations and God’s blessings. 
 

8th CONFIRMATION is Tuesday at 5:15 p.m. in the Parlor.   

7th CONFIRMATION is Thursday at 5:15 p.m. in the Parlor. 
 

PORTALS OF PRAYER devotion books for April – June are available on the table in the 

back of the sanctuary.  Please take a moment to pick up your copy so you can begin using 

it April 1
st
.  Remember to recycle your old copy in the box in the breezeway.   

 

2015 SUMMER CAMP at LUTHERAN CAMP ON PETIT JEAN – ROOTS – Campers 

will venture deep into Cedar Canyon as they explore the natural wonders of Petit Jean 

Mountain.  They will also delve into God’s Word to discover what it means to be a child 

of God.  The camp theme, ROOTS, is based on the promises found in Ephesians 3:14-21 

where the Apostle Paul writes of believers being “rooted and grounded in love.”   

Brochures with more information are on the table by the ramp door and registration forms 

are on line at lutherancamp.org.  Register by April 30
th

 and save $35.00.  A multi-child 

discount of $35.00 is also available for siblings of campers.  For more information 

contact the camp director David Cox at director@lutherancamp.org or at 501-652-6304.  

mailto:director@lutherancamp.org
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COFFEE AND FELLOWSHIP – Sundays in April and May are available to serve 

refreshments in the Parlor between services.  Please check the list on the bulletin board 

by the Parlor and sign up for a Sunday on which you want to serve. 

 

ANNUAL PALM SUNDAY BAKE SALE – Thanks to everyone who participated in the 

Bake Sale last Sunday.  We appreciate all of the donations of delicious baked goods!!! 

We also appreciate everyone who shopped at the Bake Sale… we made $585.00 for our 

Grace Youth and look forward to a match of funds from Thrivent Financial.  Thank you 

for your support!!   
 

WALK FOR THE WAITING - Come and walk with us on Saturday, April 26th, 9:00 

a.m. at War Memorial Stadium.  Did you know there are over 4,000 kids in Arkansas' 

foster care system on any given day?  Did you know there are over 500 kids in Arkansas 

waiting to be adopted?  Did you know you can help?  How?  You can walk! We cannot 

all foster or adopt, but we can all walk or just gather in fellowship for kids waiting to be 

placed in families.  God is doing mighty things on behalf of the orphans in Arkansas.  

Help support the ministries for the Call, Project Zero and Immerse Arkansas.  Please 

join our team, Grace Lutheran by going to Walkforthewaiting.org.  Search for Grace 

Lutheran and then join our team.  Contact Shaun or Justine Baker for more 

information. We're going to walk; will you walk with us? 

 

MEMORIAL: 

IN MEMORY OF MRS. SHERRY BISCHOF 

TO THE SHERRY BISCHOF MEMORIAL FUND 

By  Robert and Carole Nichols 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
June 7 – 11, 2015 

 
 

The volunteer sign-up sheet is available in the breezeway for VBS 

2015. The theme is Camp Discovery: Jesus at Work Through Us 

and we would love for you to join us on this adventure! The dates 

are June 7-11. If you have any questions, please contact Catherine 

Manchester at cmanchester@mac.com or 821-4140. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cmanchester@mac.com
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GRACE ADULT CHOIR 

Jonathan Cline, Chuck Fandrei, Carly Golladay, Emily Junkans, Gina Junkans, Joel Junkans, Ron 

Krueger, Suzanne Lambert, Anna Lane, Sharon LeBlanc, Susan Mahnken, Florence Marvin, Jim 

Marvin, Randy Middaugh, Carolyn Moorman, Chris Pils, Ginny Ralston, Jeff Ralston, Jordan 

Rowe, Dave Schroeder, Caleb Stein, Paul Walter, Paula Walter, Robert Wilimzig , Megan Witte 

 

 

 

GRACE HANDBELL CHOIR 

Crissy Beethe, Jonathan Cline, Debbie Craig, Carly Golladay, Emily Junkans, Gina Junkans, 

Anna Lane, Susan Mahnken, Riley Middaugh 

 

 

 

 

 

Baritone Saxophone: Maxwell Baker 

Clarinet:  Randy Middaugh 

Glockenspiel:  Shaun Baker 

Trombone:   Rudy Bischof, Christina Junkans, Joel Junkans, Jeff Ralston 

Trumpet:  Robert Johnson, Kiera Klein, Matt Lacy, Richard Sanders, Ethan 

Shaw 

Violin:   Christopher Sonntag 

 


