GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

(Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod)

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS

January 31, 2016
THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
PRAYER UPON ENTERING CHURCH


Lord God, heavenly Father, by Your authoritative Word You created all things, even as You formed me in my mother’s womb.  Through Your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh, You showed that You have authority over sin, death and the power of the devil.  Grant that I look to You for forgiveness of my sin and the Spirit’s power to live a new life in Christ.  In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen

WELCOME

Welcome to Grace!  We are glad that you have joined us for worship this morning!  We continue in the season which is called Epiphany.  During this season of our Church Year we see Jesus revealing Himself as the Son of God.  Grace is a family of believers dedicated to sharing the Good News of salvation in Jesus.  We believe and confess that this is done as the Means of Grace, God’s Word and Sacraments, are shared and administered in their truth and purity.  Living as His people we bear witness to His love and mercy shown to us and to all.  We recognize that others will know that we are Christians by our love shared in word and deed which is our response to His love for us.  If you are visiting it is our prayer that you will realize these things about us as God’s people gathered in this place.  If you wish to learn more about our teachings from God’s Word please speak with our Pastor.


We ask that everyone fill out an attendance registration card found at each pew and return it to an Usher as the Offering is collected.  Children are welcome in our Service and will be invited to come forward for a Children’s Message.  Parents may accompany them if they wish.  We have a staffed nursery facility for infants and toddlers located downstairs in this building for anyone who has need. Restroom facilities are located downstairs as well as on this floor level across the bridge before entering the fellowship hall.  If you have any questions, please speak with an usher or greeter.

HOLY COMMUNION



Holy Communion will be celebrated in our 8:15 Service today.  In this sacrament we receive Christ’s very body and blood for the forgiveness of sins.  Those who are not members of Grace are asked to speak with our Pastor before partaking of this sacrament so that the unity of faith might be established.  Thank you for honoring this request.

AS WE GATHER


The purpose of the ministry of Jesus, unfolding through the readings appointed to be read during the Epiphany season, is forcefully expressed in these words: “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns as well; for I was sent for this purpose” (Luke 4:43).  Jesus preached the good news of the kingdom of God in His adopted hometown of Capernaum, which was His home base during His ministry.  There He was well known and comfortable.  But He also went beyond familiar locations there to Samaria and even as far as the land of Tyre and Sidon.  We are called to be those people who go beyond our comfort zones to share the Gospel news that we know and are given to believe by the power of the Holy Spirit.  As we go we go with the powerful authoritative Word of God which creates and sustains faith even apart from our best efforts..
THE ALTAR FLOWERS


The Altar Flowers are given today to the glory of God and the beautification of His house by Allen and Dorris Deislinger in celebration of their 32nd wedding anniversary and in thanksgiving for God’s many blessings.

THOSE WHO SERVE

Pastor:                                                        
      Rev. James C. Walter

Organist:

Dr. Jess Anthony

Choir Director:

Matthew Golladay

Piano Accompanist:

Carly Golladay

Secretary:                                                                   
     Pat Funk

Early Childhood Center Director:                    
     Colleen Moorman

Acolyte:             
(8:15)     
James Junkans
Cantor:
(8:15)
Paula Walter
Communion Assistant:
(8:15)
Robert Wilimzig
Ushers:               
(8:15)
Bobby Bemberg, Daniel Loyd


Tim Loyd, Ed Mahnken
Greeter:             
(8:15)   
Bette Bogart           


Altar Guild:       
(8:15)        
Pat Funk
Acolyte:           
(10:45)
Sydney Manchester                   


Cantor:              
(10:45)                         
Jeff Ralston
Ushers:             
(10:45)
Rudy Bischof, Jeremy Hammond 


Stacy Johnson, Richard Sanders 

Greeters:            
(10:45)      
Shaun, Justine and Maxwell Baker
Altar Guild:       
(10:45)                      
Beverly Sanders 

Coffee Hosts: 

Grace Youth Group    




Altar Guild: 
(Wed. evening) 
   Suzanne Raddle 

Nursery Attendant:                                 
              Mary Ann Dyer

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS - The appointed readings for next Sunday, February 7th, The Transfiguration of Our Lord:  The Old Testament Reading: Deuteronomy 34:1-12, The Epistle Reading: Hebrews 3:1-6, and The Gospel Reading:  Luke 9:28-36.

Grace Lutheran Church

5124 Hillcrest, Little Rock, AR  72205

Mailing address:  P. O. Box 250769, Little Rock, AR 72225

www.gracelutheranlr.org 
 Telephone Number: 501-663-3631

THE ORDER OF DIVINE SERVICE

FOR 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
Pre-Service Music

Lighting of the Chancel Candles

Prelude
Atkinson – Alfred V. Fedak

Ringing of the Church Bell

Opening Hymn: O God of Light
 LSB 836
Confession and Absolution

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
P
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C
Amen

Exhortation
Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5

P
Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P
Our help is in the name of the Lord,

C
who made heaven and earth.

P
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

C
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins (8:15)
P
O almighty God, merciful Father,

C
I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.


John 20:19–23

P
Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C
Amen

Confession of Sins (10:45)
P
Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

C
O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen


Mark 16:16; John 1:12

P
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.

Grant this, Lord, unto us all.

C
Amen

Service of the Word

Introit
Ps. 10:16–18; antiphon: Ps. 10:12

P 
Arise, O Lord; O God, lift up your hand;

C
forget not the afflicted.

P 
The Lord is king forever and ever;

C 
the nations perish from his land.

P 
O Lord, you hear the desire of the afflicted;

C 
you will strengthen their heart;

P 
you will incline your ear to do justice to the fatherless and the oppressed,

C 
so that man who is of the earth may strike terror no more.

Gloria Patri
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Kyrie
Mark 10:47
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Gloria in Excelsis
Luke 2:14; John 1:29
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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P
Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and protection to support us in all dangers and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
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Sit

Old Testament Reading
 Jeremiah 1:4–10

P
This is the Word of the Lord.

C
Thanks be to God.

Gradual
Ps. 117:1–2a; 96:8
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Praise the Lord, all | nations!*
Extol him, all | peoples!

For great is his steadfast | love toward us,*
and the faithfulness of the Lord endures for- | ever. 

Ascribe to the Lord the glory | due his name;*
bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts!

Epistle
 1 Corinthians 12:31b—13:13
P
This is the Word of the Lord.

C
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse
Luke 4:43b
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P 
I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other | towns as well; *

for I was sent for this | purpose. 
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Holy Gospel
 Luke 4:31–44
P
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourth chapter.
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The reading of the Holy Gospel.
P
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Nicene Creed (8:15)
C
I believe in one God,

     the Father Almighty,

     maker of heaven and earth

          and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

     the only-begotten Son of God,

     begotten of His Father before all worlds,

     God of God, Light of Light,

     very God of very God,

     begotten, not made,

     being of one substance with the Father,

     by whom all things were made;

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

     and was made man;

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

     He suffered and was buried.

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

          and ascended into heaven

     and sits at the right hand of the Father.

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

     whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

     the Lord and giver of life,

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,

     who spoke by the prophets.

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen

Apostles' Creed (10:45)
C
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

     maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

     born of the virgin Mary,

     suffered under Pontius Pilate,

     was crucified, died, and was buried.

     He descended into hell.

     The third day He rose again from the dead.

     He ascended into heaven

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

     the holy Christian Church,

          the communion of saints,

     the forgiveness of sins,

     the resurrection of the body,

     and the life T everlasting. Amen

Sit

Children's Message

Sermon Hymn: Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness
 LSB 849
Sermon
Luke 4:31–44
“He Speaks With Authority”
Stand

Offertory
Psalm 51:10–12
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Sit

Offering
Beach Spring – Kristina Langlois
Stand

Prayer of the Church
P
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

Each petition ends with the following: 

P
Lord, in Your mercy,

C
hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude with the following:
P
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C
Amen
10:45 Service continues on page 19

Service of the Sacrament (8:15)

Preface
2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1 Psalm 136
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Proper Preface


P
It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the world You have made known to the nations in Your Son.  In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your glory.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus
Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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Lord's Prayer
Matthew 6:9–13
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The Words of Our Lord
Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24 

Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25
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Pax Domini
John 20:19
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Agnus Dei
John 1:29
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Sit

Distribution

Communion Instructions:  The Pastor invites the communicants, those who are able, to kneel and then distributes the host which may be received into the hand or the mouth.  The Elder distributes the individual cups.  The communicants are asked to hold their cups until the Pastor says, “Take and drink.”
Hymn: I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table
 LSB 618

Hymn: Hail, O Source of Every Blessing
 LSB 409

Hymn: Songs of Thankfulness and Praise
 LSB 394

Stand

Nunc Dimittis
Luke 2:29–32
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Thanksgiving
Psalm 107:1
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Post-Communion Collect
P
Let us pray.

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Salutation
2 Timothy 4:22
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Benedicamus
Psalm 103:1
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Benediction
Numbers 6:24–26
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Closing Hymn: The People That in Darkness Sat
 LSB 412
Postlude
Ich Sterbe Tӓglich – Richard C. Resch
T     T     T
Service Concludes (10:45)

Lord's Prayer
Matthew 6:9–13
P
Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C
Our Father who art in heaven,
     hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth 
    as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses 
    as we forgive those
    who trespass against us;
     and lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen

Collect
P
Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that, by patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C
Amen

Benediction
P
The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord lift His countenance upon you and T give you peace.

C
Amen

Closing Hymn: The People That in Darkness Sat
 LSB 412
Postlude
Ich Sterbe Tӓglich – Richard C. Resch
T     T     T
Acknowledgments

Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.

THIS WEEK AT GRACE

SUNDAY: 

8:15 a.m. –
Divine Service with Holy Communion



Coffee and Fellowship in the Parlor


9:45 a.m. –
Sunday School downstairs in Parker Hall



9:45 a.m. –
Junior and Senior High classes downstairs in the church



9:45 a.m. –
Pastor Walter’s Bible Class upstairs in Parker Hall

   
10:45 a.m. –
Divine Service 
MON - FRI:  

7:30 a.m. – 
Early Childhood Development Center

TUESDAY:
12:00 noon – Sit and Sew



5:00 p.m. – 7th Grade Confirmation



5:30 p.m. – Handbell Choir


6:30 p.m. – Adult Choir

WEDNESDAY:

6:30 a.m. – 
Men’s Bible Study (St. Vincent’s)
  

7:00 p.m. – Mid-Week Service 
THURSDAY:

5:15 p.m. – 8th Grade Confirmation    
TODAY IN SUNDAY SCHOOL, the lesson is “The Boy Jesus in the Temple.” As a boy, Jesus was found in His Father’s house. In God’s house I hear His Word, see that Jesus is my Savior, and receive His gifts of forgiveness and salvation. Because of sin, we are like Jesus’ parents and do not understand what Gods says to us. We don’t recognize who Jesus truly is—our Savior. Ask your children, “How does the Holy Spirit help identify who Jesus is?”
PASTOR WALTER’S CLASS meets upstairs in the Family Life Center in Parker Hall.  Pastor Walter is beginning a new study on St. Paul’s Epistle to the Romans.  No prior knowledge of this letter is necessary to attend this class.  Please come.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES for children ages 3 years through 6th grade meet in the lower level of the Family Life Center.  JUNIOR HIGH AND HIGH SCHOOL CLASSES meet in classrooms downstairs in the church. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND GOD’S BLESSINGS TO:

Jan. 31 – Karen Camacho, Elisabeth Graf, Judy Keppel, Cynthia McCrory
Feb.  3 – Bob Bryant

Feb.  4 – Jonas Calvillo

Feb.  5 – Robert Jones, Leo Esget

Feb.  6 – Mary Catherine Allen, Ralph Olsen

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
Grant Geuther is hospitalized at the VA.
Irvin Clawitter is hospitalized at St. Vincent Infirmary.
Penny Kalinowsky continues her recovery following surgery.

Carolyn Moorman continues her recovery at Briarwood.

Dennis Fastenau is at home and continuing his treatments.

LAST WEEK’S STEWARDSHIP – Attendance: Sunday 1/24: 168 (8:15 – 79 and 10:45 – 89).  Mid-Week Service 1/27: 6.  Offerings: Sunday 1/24: $6,124.00.  Mid-Week Service 1/20 $160.00. ECDC: $200.00. Missions: $50.00.  Scholarship Fund: $25.00.  Building Fund: $50.00.    

7th CONFIRMATION is Tuesday at 5:00 p.m. in the Parlor.

8th CONFIRMATION is Thursday at 5:15 p.m. in the Parlor.

2016 OFFERING ENVELOPES are on the table in the back of the sanctuary.  Please pick them up today and throw away any 2015 envelopes that you might still have.

PORTALS OF PRAYER Your Portals of Prayer for January – March, 2016 are available on the table in the back of the sanctuary.  Please pick up your copy for January thru March 2016 and remember to recycle your old ones in the box on the bridge. 
KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS - It is time to re-enroll your Kroger PLUS shopping card so that the Grace ECDC continues to benefit! Kroger requires that you enroll again every January. Please log on at www.kroger.com and re-enroll soon if you have not already done so. If you are not currently enrolled, now is the time to sign up! If you have questions or need assistance with your enrollment, please contact Catherine Manchester at cmanchester@icloud.com or 501-821-4140. The ECDC truly counts on these additional funds each quarter. We appreciate your participation. 

ANNUAL CHRIST LUTHERAN SCHOOL LIVE & SILENT AUCTION “Anchors Aweigh” is fast approaching. It will be held on March 5, at the Lafayette Building in downtown Little Rock. Tickets are $40 each, but may also be purchased as part of a Sponsorship, which comes with added bonuses. You may also choose to donate an item for the Live or Silent auction. Please prayerfully consider helping make the auction a success, and of course, mark your calendars to attend this fun-filled evening, all for the benefit of Christ’s kids! !!  Thank you in advance for Setting Sail for CLS! For more information, please

contact Jill Settle at (501) 673-4040 or jill_settle@yahoo.com.
THE CALL – The next CALL Information Meeting for prospective foster and adoptive parents and volunteers is Monday, February 8th, at 6:30 p.m. at the Greater Second Baptist Church 5615 Geyer Springs Road in Little Rock.  To register go to www.thecallinarkansas.org or call their office at 823-0607.

*     *     *     *     *
SUPER BOWL SUBS - Stock up for your Super Bowl Party and support the Grace Lutheran Youth attending the LCMS National Youth Gathering in New Orleans this summer!  Grace Youth will be making subs which will available for pick-up on Sunday, February 7.

     9” Super Sub (ham, turkey, salami, cheese)

     9” Ham & Cheese

     9” Turkey & Cheese

All subs come with lettuce, tomatoes & onions.

Order forms are available on the table in the breezeway.  Please turn in orders by Wednesday, February 3!  Payment can be made when picking up subs on February 7.
Contact Greg Warren with any questions (gwarren2525@gmail.com or 501-307-9065). 
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