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“A Blessed and Happy New Year” 
“My times are in Your hand.”  (Psalm 31:15) 

 

 Let me begin this “newsletter first page” by taking responsibility 

for its late publication and delivery.  I apologize for not getting this out 

to you before now.  The end of the year can be a very busy time in this 

office and I failed to manage my time appropriately.  That is the reason 

that we are two weeks into the New Year before you are receiving The 

News of Grace.   

 While I do not make resolutions, maybe some of you have 

“better time management” as a resolve on your list, be it written or 

thought.  I guess I don’t make resolutions because I don’t want to fail, 

but that doesn’t mean that I don’t attempt to stay on top of what is going 

on with my work, what I need to be doing at home and what I need to be 

doing personally for my physical health and mental outlook.  There are 

times when things are not in proper balance and sometimes there is just 

not enough time available to do everything that needs to be done. 

 I do pray that this New Year has had a good beginning for you 

and I also pray that it will be a blessed one for all of you!  We gathered 

here on New Years’ Eve to reflect on the past year and consider the one 

that we have now entered.  We have observed the Second Sunday after 

Christmas.  The twelve days of Christmas have officially ended, the 

Epiphany of our Lord, sometimes referred to as the Gentile’s Christmas,  

was observed quietly on Tuesday, January 6 and this past Sunday we 

celebrated The Baptism of our Lord Sunday.  Certainly we watch, 

follow, and mark time as we live, move and have our being. 

 What will it take for you to have a blessed year in 2015?  That 

may very well depend upon how you look at what it means to be truly 

blessed.  As we enter yet another year, as I grow older with each passing 

one and am reminded how quickly they come, I am further reminded that 

to wish someone a “Happy New Year” may be a one time a year greeting 

that does not clearly express what we all need to hear.  While happiness 

is what we all seek, it is not always a reality that we all have. 

Nevertheless that does not mean that those who are not happy are not 



blessed.  True and lasting happiness ultimately comes from the Lord with 

the assurance of sins forgiven for Christ’s sake and the promise of eternal 

life.  You may be happiest when you have everything in order and your 

time schedule properly managed, but that doesn’t always happen for us, 

nor do we always live as we have been called to live as God’s redeemed 

and forgiven children. 

 It seems to me that the anticipation and revelry that exists when 

we greet a new year quickly disappears as we resume old routines and 

face the realities of day-to-day living.  Therefore the greeting “Happy 

New Year” is only temporary and maybe just speaks to the “eve” 

celebration now past.  It is more a wishful saying for that particular time. 

 But as we enter this year of our Lord 2015 it is my prayer that 

your year will be blessed.  Certainly with King David in the Psalm that 

we number, thirty-one, we are given to know that whatever the time 

might be, that time is in the Lord’s hand.  I cannot think of a better place 

for our times to be, “the here in time and the time there in eternity.”   

 As we continue in the afterglow of Christmas and all the gifts 

that were exchanged, we are also reminded that the Lord has given all of 

us many and diverse gifts.  We use these gifts in order to secure our daily 

needs and other material blessings that give us earthly happiness as we 

live out the time we are given.  Even as we endure the daily grind, the 

weekly challenges or the monthly bills, we must recognize the blessings, 

the very riches that the Lord showers upon us to endure, to survive, and 

to even thrive so that we might rejoice in His goodness shown to us for 

this life and especially for eternal life. 

 Indeed there will be many challenges in the coming year for us 

individually and collectively as a congregation.  There always are. There 

are many uncertainties in our world and even in our households.  That is 

the reality of living in this day and time.  But the certainty which King 

David expressed in the above Psalm verse reminds us who is in charge 

and therefore who is in control.  Most important for us to know is that all 

who confess Jesus as Lord and Savior, all who call upon His name will 

be saved.  The Lord bestows His riches on all who call on Him, who 

confess His name.  May this year be a year you constantly confess Him 

and call upon Him and thereby know that true happiness comes from 

Him in the time that He gives to you.   Know that as you move into this 

New Year the gifts of forgiveness and eternal life are yours through Him 

whose birth we just celebrated and whose life, death and resurrection 

gives us life for an eternity. 

  A Blessed and Happy New Year! – Pastor Walter 



Director of Parish Music 

 

Greetings in the name of our Risen Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ!  

Epiphany is when we hear of Magi from the East coming to worship 

Jesus.  This season has a theme of light, especially the Star of Bethlehem, 

seen in this story. 

But the Star of Bethlehem, and the season of Epiphany, points to the 

Morning Star, Jesus Christ our Savior.  This is portrayed beautifully in 

the hymn “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright” (LSB 395).  This 

hymn, written by Philipp Nicolai is often referred to as the “Queen of 

Chorales,” with Nicolai’s other hymn, “Wake, Awake, For Night is 

Flying” being called the “King of Chorales.” 

In this hymn, Nicolai paints a beautiful picture of Christ coming to visit 

and redeem His people.  Though this hymn talks specifically about 

Christmas and Epiphany, it also speaks of His death and resurrection, 

reminding us of the reason He came.  It also looks forward to His coming 

on the last day to raise us and all the dead to eternal life with Him in 

Heaven.   

So as we enter this season of Epiphany, remember that this season, like 

all others in the Church Year, is about Christ and His death and 

resurrection for you and for me.  May you have a very blessed New 

Year. 

O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright  LSB 395 

1 O Morning Star, how fair and bright! You shine with God’s 

own truth and light, Aglow with grace and mercy! 

Of Jacob’s race, King David’s son, Our Lord and master, You 

have won  Our hearts to serve You only! 

Lowly, holy! Great and glorious, All victorious, Rich in 

blessing! 

Rule and might o’er all possessing! 

 

2 Come, heav’nly Bridegroom, Light divine, And deep within our 

hearts now shine;There light a flame undying! 

In Your one body let us be As living branches of a tree, Your 

life our lives supplying. 

Now, though daily Earth’s deep sadness  May perplex us  And 

distress us, Yet with heav’nly joy You bless us. 



3 Lord, when You look on us in love, At once there falls from 

God above A ray of purest pleasure. 

Your Word and Spirit, flesh and blood Refresh our souls with 

heav’nly food. You are our dearest treasure! 

Let Your mercy Warm and cheer us! O draw near us! For You 

teach us God’s own love through You has reached us. 

 

4 Almighty Father, in Your Son You loved us when not yet 

begun Was this old earth’s foundation! 

Your Son has ransomed us in love To live in Him here and 

above: This is Your great salvation. 

 Alleluia! Christ the living, To us giving Life forever, 

Keeps us Yours and fails us never! 

 

5 O let the harps break forth in sound! Our joy be all with music 

crowned, Our voices gladly blending! 

For Christ goes with us all the way—Today, tomorrow, ev’ry 

day! His love is never ending! 

Sing out! Ring out! Jubilation! Exultation! Tell the story! 

Great is He, the King of Glory! 

 

6 What joy to know, when life is past, The Lord we love is first 

and last, The end and the beginning! 

He will one day, oh, glorious grace, Transport us to that happy 

place Beyond all tears and sinning! 

 Amen! Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! Crown of gladness! We are 

yearning 

For the day of Your returning! 
 
© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011479. 

 

O God, by the leading of a star You made known You only-begotten Son 

to the Gentiles. Lead us, who know You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the 

fullness of Your divine presence; through the same Jesus Christ, out 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 

 
Peace in Christ,  

 
Nathan Beethe 

 Director of Parish Music 



THOSE WHO SERVE in JANUARY 
 

ACOLYTE SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Services – Aidan Sutterfield 

10:45 a.m. Services – Morgan Yovanovich 

 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 

January 4
th

 – 10:45 Service – Jeff Ralston 

January 11
th

 – 8:15 Service – Gary Proud  

January 18
th

 – 10:45 Service – Greg Warren 

January 25
th

 – 8:15 Service – Robert Nichols 

 
 USHERS’ SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Services – Tim Loyd’s team 

Bobby Bemberg, Daniel Loyd, Ed Mahnken 

10:45 a.m. Services – Richard Sanders’ team 

Jeremy Hammond, Stacy Johnson, Ken Ross 

 
CANTORS’ SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Services – Randy Middaugh 

10:45 a.m. Services – Jeff Ralston 

 
GREETERS’ SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Services – Bette Bogart 

10:45 a.m.  Services – Shaun, Justine and Maxwell Baker 

 
ALTAR GUILD SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Services – Jim and Judy Keppel 

10:45 a.m. Services – Beverly Sanders 
Wednesday Mid-Week Services – Suzanne Raddle & Wilma Richter 

 
If you are unable to serve please ask someone to fill in for you  

and then call the church office. 

 



GRACE FAMILY NEWS AND NOTES 
 

HOLY BAPTISM… 

Sean Zachary Wallace, son of Sarah and Stephen Wallace, was received 

into God’s Kingdom of Grace through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism 

on Friday afternoon, January 2
nd

, here at Grace with Pastor Walter 

officiating.  Sean is the grandson of Charles and Mary Kathryn Stein and 

his sponsor is Caleb Stein.     

 

WELCOME… 

Mr. Chuck Fandrei has transferred his membership to Grace from 

Shepherd of Peace Lutheran Church in Maumelle.  Please welcome 

Chuck to our Grace Family. 
 
Dr. David and Celeste Connor and their son David have joined Grace by 

Profession of Faith.  Please welcome the Connor family to our Grace 

Family. 

 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY… 
OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY to the family of Bobby Drummond who 

died Sunday, November 23
rd

, in Eugene, Oregon.  Bobby is the nephew 

of Janet Killough.  Please keep Janet and her family in your prayers. 

 
CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY to the family of Mrs. Betty Wachtel who died 

on Thursday, December 18
th
, in Illinois.  Betty is the grandmother of 

David Witte.  Please remember David, Megan, Milo and Ike in your 

prayers. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS AND GOD’S BLESSINGS…  
CONGRATULATIONS AND GOD’S BLESSINGS to Krista Stein and 

Blakely Reeder who were married on Saturday evening, January 3
rd

, at 

First Lutheran Church with Pastor Walter officiating.  Krista is the 

daughter of Charles and Mary Kathryn Stein.    
 
CONGRATULATIONS AND GOD’S BLESSINGS to Ward and Laura 

Parsons on the birth of their children Errol Thomas Parsons and Adrian 

Michael Parsons.  They were born January 3
rd

 in Boston, Massachusetts.  

Their grandmother is Jane Parsons and their aunt is Kristen Parsons.  

Congratulations and God’s blessings to the Parsons’ family. 



KEEP IN TOUCH… 

Pearl Spotts has recently moved to Springfield, Missouri to be near her 

daughter Marilyn.  Please keep Pearl and her family in your thoughts and 

prayers as she makes this transition.  Pearl would love to hear from 

you…her new address is:  Pearl Spotts, Maple Wood, 1146 East 

Lakewood Street, Room 33, Springfield, MO  65810.   

 
CONGRATULATIONS…  
CONGRATULATIONS - Emily Junkans was honored as the recipient of 

the C. R. Bates Spiritual Aims Award from Grace by the Pulaski Heights 

Kiwanis Club at a banquet on December 8
th
.  Pastor Walter and Joel and 

Gina Junkans also attended the banquet.  Congratulations, Emily!! 
 
CONGRATULATIONS – On December 13

th
, Anna Junkans graduated 

summa cum laude with degree in Family and Consumer Science from the 

College of Health and Behavioral Sciences at the University of Central 

Arkansas in Conway.  Congratulations, Anna!!! 

  
CONGRATULATIONS to Mary Kathryn Stein as she received her Doctor 

of Education degree in Educational Administration and Supervision with 

a Co-Emphasis in Gifted and Talented Education from the University of 

Arkansas at Little Rock on December 20
th
. Her dissertation title is 

Factors Affecting the Job Satisfaction of Teachers of the Gifted: A 

Mixed Methods Study.  Congratulations, Mary Kathryn!!  
 
CONGRATULATIONS Vicar David Witte!  David recently received 

word from the Colloquy Committee of the Lutheran Church—Missouri 

Synod that he has successfully completed the requirements for placement 

into the ordained ministry of the LC—MS.  

 

THANK YOU… 
STAINED GLASS on the Bridge:  As you walk across the bridge to the 

fellowship hall take a moment to pause and enjoy the addition to the 

collection of stained glass art work that is hanging in the windows.  You 

will notice that a new stained glass symbol has been hung – the 

Reformation. Thank you to Nancy Wade for using her gifts to design and 

create this beautiful artwork.  We appreciate Nancy and Jim using their 

talents to serve our Lord and His church. 

 

 



 

STEWARDSHIP BUDGET RE-CAP 
2014 budget totals $531,856  
which is an average weekly 

General Fund contribution requirement of $10,228 
 

 Budget needs through December 31          $531,856 
Actual expenses through December 31  $514,024 
 
Contributions to General Fund from all sources $534,621* 
Average weekly contribution through December 28                  $10,281 
 
In summary, General Fund giving for the year is $19,975 more than 
actual expenses. By comparison, this time last year giving was $906.91 
less than expenses. 
 
Non-budget giving to designated funds through December 31   $72,407 
 
*These contributions include a monthly payment from ECDC to help 
offset expenses. They also include some memorials and honorariums 
which are not designated to specific funds. 

 

 
 
 

 
FELLOWSHIP CLUB 

 

Tuesday, January 20th  

12:00 noon 
 

The Fellowship Club will meet on Tuesday, January 20
th

 at 

12:00 noon in Parker Hall for lunch served by our ACTS friends.   

 

Join us for fun, food, and fellowship!!  Call the church office if 

you need more information. 

 

 

 



YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
 

Our Young Adult Bible Study group continues to meet every other 

Monday.   Their meetings this month are January 12th and January 

26
th

.  They are studying the book of Ephesians.   

   

Call or e-mail Vicar David Witte for information as to where they 

will meet each time.  Contact Vicar Witte at drwitte@gmail.com or 

630-738-3835.  

 

 

 

 

YOU’RE INVITED to a Seminar… 

”Crossing Cultures: 
Building Bridges for the Gospel Ministry” 

presented by 

Rev. Gregory Seltz 
speaker for The Lutheran Hour broadcasts 

Saturday, January 31st 
9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

at 

Faith Lutheran Church 
1196 DeSoto Boulevard  

Hot Springs Village, Arkansas 
  

Tickets are $15.00, which includes materials, box lunch and break 

refreshments.  The deadline to register is Monday, January 26
th

.  

A registration form is in the back of this newsletter or on the table 

by the ramp door at church.  If you have questions, call Faith 

Lutheran Church at 501-922-5700. 

 

 

mailto:drwitte@gmail.com


 
 

LWML WOMEN OF GRACE 
 

The Women of Grace will host their annual White Elephant Sale 

on Thursday, February 19
th

, at 6:00 p.m. in the Parlor.   Bring a 

new or used item and be sure to wrap it for the auction.  We will 

decide where the proceeds go before the auction begins.  This is 

always a fun evening and we encourage you to join us!!   

 

All Grace women are invited to join in the fun!!  If you have any 

questions contact Pat Funk, Angie Proud or Judy Rivers. 
 

 

 
 
 

LWML Mission Grants 
 

BUILDING HOMES AND HOPE IN HAITI 
 

The Building Homes and Hope in Haiti LWML grant provides 

jobs as well as transitional and permanent housing while creating 

new villages. The villages will eventually include a chapel, school, 

orphanage, guest house, medical clinic, and one- and two-bedroom 

houses.  
 

The mites for this $100,000 mission grant are part of the start-up 

funds.  Please pray for continued support and sponsorship so more 

villages can be planted in Haiti. 
 

For more information on the Lutheran Village concept see the 

MITE BULLETIN BOARD in the breeze way. 
 

To support the 2013-2015 LWML Mission Grants you can put your 

donation in the Mite Box on the bridge or on the table by the ramp 

door.  Contact Judy Rivers if you have questions. 

 

 
 



 

 
 

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE  
 

COFFEE HOST SIGN UP 
 
 

  Volunteers Needed to Serve - Please take a minute and sign 

   up for the Sunday on which you wish to serve.  The sign-up  

 sheet is on the bulletin board by the Parlor.  
 

 

  The schedule for January, 2015 is: 
 

  January 4
th

     Dave, Diane & Alex Roberts and Wade Wallace 

  

  January 11
th

     _____________________________ 

 

  January 18
th

     
 

The Sutterfield Family 

 

  January 25
th

       _____________________________ 

 
 

The schedule for February, 2015 is: 
 

  February 1
st
      _____________________________ 

 

  February 8
th

     
 

_____________________________ 

 

  February 15
th

    _____________________________ 

    

  February 22
nd

    _____________________________ 

 

 

Thanks!!  We appreciate your help!! 
  



BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND GOD'S BLESSINGS to  
Grace Family Members in the month of January: 

  1 - John Ketcher 

  2 - Edwin Mahnken  

  3 - Diane Roberts 

  5 - Sharon LeBlanc 

  6 - Joni Jones, Katie Litwa, Elsie Westerfield 

  7 - Perryn Andrews, Lindsay Zweifel 

  8 - Irvin Clawitter, David Cossey 

  8 - Bradley Stillman, Jason Sutterfield 

  9 - Kevin Derden 

11 - Rachel Messer 

12 - Rudy Bischof, Larry Stillman 

13 - Dennis Fastenau 

20 - Brook Metzler 

21 - Joe Gelzine 

22 - Lori Bloom, Frank Royster, Katie Williams 

24 - Shaun Baker, Lily Woodyard 

25 - Suzanne Raddle 

26 - Susan Mahnken, Harold Wells 

28 - Bailey Cannon, Ike Witte 

29 - John Calvillo 

30 - Joan Ann Olsen, Travis Starr 

31 - Karen Camacho, Elisabeth Graf  

31 - Judy Keppel, Cynthia McCrory 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY to these couples in January: 

  3 - Judy and Tommy Borchert, Betty and Bob Bryant 

  4 - Susie and Ray Barlow 

  5 - Wendy and Bob Schmidt 

17 - Kara and David Mainard 

27 - Dorris and Allen Deislinger 
 

 
We apologize if we have missed your birthday or anniversary; please let us know in the 

church office so we can update our records. Thank you!! 

 



 

BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES AT GRACE 
Our nursery, downstairs in the church, is also available to take care  

of the infants and toddlers during Sunday School/Bible Class time. 

 

 
ADULT BIBLE CLASS - Pastor Walter’s Bible Class meets each 
Sunday at 9:45 a.m. in Parker Hall.  Pastor Walter is leading a 
study entitled The Mormons: Who They Are, What They Believe. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES for children ages 3 through 6
th

 grade 

are held in the lower level of the Family Life Center. Parents are 

invited to join us for the opening service at 9:45 each Sunday.  

Questions? Contact Sunday School Superintendent Colleen 

Moorman for more information.   

JUNIOR YOUTH class meets at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday in their 

classroom downstairs in the church.  John Calvillo leads the class 

each Sunday morning.   

SENIOR YOUTH class meets each Sunday at 9:45 a.m. in their 

classroom downstairs in the church.  Dave Roberts leads the class 

each Sunday morning. 

YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY group meets every other Monday at 

7:00 p.m.  In January, they will meet January 12
th

 and January 26
th

.  

They are currently studying the book of Ephesians. Contact Vicar 

David Witte at vicar@glclr.org for additional information.  

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY class meets each Wednesday morning at 

6:30 a.m. at St. Vincent Hospital in the 4
th

 floor conference room 

(off the main elevator).  Pastor Walter leads this Bible Study.  All 

men of Grace are encouraged to attend. 

 

 

mailto:vicar@glclr.org


       Grace Library Notes   

             January 2015 
 

Baptisms.  This month we will celebrate the 

baptism of Jesus.  When we baptize a child in 

our church, we celebrate that event by placing 

an item in our library, with a book plate for the child, and a “I am a 

new creation” sticker.  Please peruse the list in the binder on 

display in the breezeway, and check one out! Our most recent 

additions are:  Farmer Boy Goes West  for Evan Beethe and Mix 

and Match Bible Stories for  Jack Raible. 

 

To Honor Our Saints -- In memory of Bill Wilkins we now have 

a special set, consisting of four book -- devotions and promises for 

soldiers, military families and Americans.   These will be placed in 

the pocket baskets under the stained-glass window in the library.   

For now, however, they are available in the breezeway – be sure to 

check out Bible Promises for Soldiers, Armed Forces Devotional 

Book, Blessings from the Battlefield, and God’s Promises for the 

American Patriot.   Also, you may want to check out the DVD 

placed in the library for Mr. Wilkins following his retirement from 

his service to Grace Lutheran Church:  The Green Berets, starring 

John Wayne. Don’t miss this American movie classic. 

 

In conjunction with Pastor Walter’s Sunday Morning study of 

the Mormons, the library has many complimentary resources. 

Specific to the Church of the Latter Day Saints, we have the Book 

of Mormon, as well as CPH books on Mormon practices, including 

the pamphlet-sized books in the CPH “How to Respond” series. 

There are two volumes in this series addressing Mormons, and 

several other books addressing cults, the new age movement, the 

Lodge, Satanism, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Judaism, and Muslims. 

Another resource is Which Way is the Right Way? A study of 

Christianity, Cults, and Other Religions.   

 

For further interest and reading, the library holds bound volumes 

CD books,  American Churches Beliefs and Practices (a pocket 

book under the stained glass window), American Religious History  

 



(CD/Book 200.9), Worldviews:  A Christian Response to Religious 

Pluralism (CPH 291).  Or, better yet, just peruse the shelves.  Just 

go to the wall of books to the right of the large stained glass 

window. 

 

It is the advent of a new calendar year. Don’t forget, the library 

contains shelves of devotionals – daily devotions and similar 

resources dedicated to particular topics and people, including 

military, fishermen, hunters, knitters, and families.  Peruse the 

shelves with the Dewey numbers 242 and 248 and find one for 

you.  I won’t even harass you if you check it out for a year. 

 

Care and Feeding of the Library. We have a wonderful selection 

of materials for children in our library, all of which are very 

accessible, in baskets or on shelves, for small, close-to-the-floor 

hands. Many of the resources are even marked with stickers so that 

even the smallest fingers can figure out where to replace the books.   

For example, all of the Arch books have a sticker on them that 

matches the basket they live in.  The Berenstain Bears and Veggie 

Tales have their very own baskets. Please note the particular 

organization of all resources and, after your children have played 

with the books, be sure to replace the materials in the proper 

baskets or shelves.  (More in the next newsletter.) Most of our 

children are fully capable, with proper supervision or assistance, of 

replacing books in the correct place and in the proper perspective. 

So, when you leave the library with your child, please ensure that 

the books and other materials are returned to the appropriate basket 

or shelf, up-side right and facing forward.  Books will indeed sob 

with sorrow when they are stuffed upside down and cannot be 

readily found by the next child. 

 

                    Kimberley Woodyard 

                  Librarian 
 
 
 

 

 



ECDC News & 

Notes 
 

Wow 2014 is almost history! What a year it was!  It went so fast – guess I’m 
getting older – well I know I am .  ECDC was – and continues to be – blessed 
with great kids with great parents, a wonderful, talented, loving staff; and 
Grace Congregation continued to be so supportive in so many ways!  And, 2015 
looks to be even better – God continues to pour His blessings on us! 
 

December was a wonderful month as we celebrated Advent; learned the 
Christmas story with the kids telling, and retelling, the story of the birth of baby 
Jesus; made presents for our families and friends; had fun unwrapping all the 
wonderful presents from our families and Grace Lutheran friends, entertained 
family and friends at our annual “world’s-shortest-best” Christmas program 
including the enactment of the Nativity – complete with microphones – and 
ending with the singing of some of our favorite Christmas carols! What a 
Christmas to remember!  But you know – really – every Christmas is a 
Christmas to remember.  Because of what happened the first Christmas 
morning we have the promise of eternal life – still the best present of all! 
 

We need to take care of some thank-yous – first to all the families, staff, and 
Grace Lutheran members that gave us special gifts – wow you all were sooooo 
generous!  And, to the Board of Christian Education for hosting our Family 
Christmas Pizza Lunch following the kids’ program – one of newest traditions 
has become quite popular!  God continues to pour His blessings on us! 
 

January finds us learning all about space and transportation, and construction – 
bet the Seniors will go ride the Trolley sometime during the month!  During 
Jesus time we will learn about the Wise Men (they probably traveled by 
camel!), Epiphany, Jesus as a little boy (He learned to help His dad Joseph 
construct things), and baptism.  Sure hope we don’t have any snow days or we 
won’t have time to get it all in!!   
 

Good news to share – we recently received notice that we have achieved a 
Level 3 (the highest rating!) Better Beginnings certification.  During the Better 
Beginnings certification process, ECDC was assessed in five areas: 1) 
Administration 2) Administrator and Staff Qualifications and Training 3) 
Curriculum 4) Learning Environment 5) Child Health and Development.  The 
staff worked very hard to ensure this latest achievement that allows us to 
receive grant monies and for the parents to receive an additional state child-
care tax credit.  If you see any of them please thank and congratulate them. 
 

During 2015 “travel” into our “space” and “build” some new friendships – just a 



thought.  Until next month, have a blessed Christ-filled season —Colleen 

KrogerPlus Cards 
Keep every swipe of your card benefitting ECDC?! 

 

JANUARY is the month to RE-SIGN-UP your KrogerPlus 
Card for ECDC so you can continue “Swiping for ECDC”.   

 Go to krogercommunityrewards.com. 

 sign-in to your account.  

 re-designate ECDC (NPO #80368).   

 Your Done – Thanks for continuing your support! 
 

OR  
if you would like to begin this no-extra-cost way of supporting ECDC— Here’s 

how: 

 Go to krogercommunityrewards.com and register your current Kroger 
Plus Card.  (If you do not have a Kroger Plus card, you can pick one 
up at the Customer Service Desk at any Kroger.) 

 Click on Sign In/Register 

 If you are a new online Kroger customer—click on SIGN UP in the ‘New 
Customer?’ box. 

 Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by entering zip code, clicking on 
favorite store, entering your email address and creating a password, 
agreeing to the terms and conditions. 

 You will then get a message to check your email inbox and click on the 
link within the body of the email. 

 Click on My Account and use your email address and password to 
proceed to the next step. 

 Click on Edit Kroger Community Rewards information and input your 
Kroger Plus card   number.  (If you use your phone number at the 
register?  Call 800-576-4377, select option 4 to get your Kroger Plus 
card number.) 

 Update or confirm your information. 

 Enter NPO number (for ECDC it is 80368) or name of organization, 
       select  “ECDC”  from list and click on confirm. 

 To verify you are enrolled correctly, you will see your organization’s 
name on the right side of your information page. 

 Then just swipe your card each time you shop to benefit ECDC! 
 



If you need help with this or have questions, please give Colleen (663-
0755) or Catherine Manchester (821-4140) a call. 

Painless Ways to Support  
Little Rock Lutheran Education! 

  

Many of you already take advantage of company 
programs that provide financial incentives for Grace Lutheran ECDC and 
Christ Lutheran School that don’t cost you any extra money — for that 
we all say THANK YOU!  These programs are really an untapped 
resource that benefits Lutheran education in Little Rock by providing 
funds for all type of budget needs!  And all the programs are very user-
friendly and simple —- some only require scissors! 
  

Following are programs used by one or more of our Lutheran schools – 
please consider this painless way to support Lutheran Education in L.R.! 

 
 

KROGER PLUS CARDS 
Grace ECDC 

 

The Board of Christian Education encourages you to enroll your Kroger Plus 

card at www.krogercommunityrewards.com today. Once you choose Grace’s 

ECDC program (code 80368), a portion of your eligible purchases at Kroger 

goes directly to the ECDC. Holiday shopping is around the corner so please 

support our ECDC. Every dollar you spend benefits this amazing program here 

at Grace. For questions or help with your enrollment, please contact Catherine 

Manchester (821-4140) or Colleen Moorman (663-0755). Thank you! 
 
 

General Mills 
“Box Tops for Education” 

used by Christ Lutheran School 

Campbell’s Labels 
used by ECDC &  

Christ Lutheran School 
Here’s how these work: 

-  Remove “box top for education” labels from General Mills containers (ie   

   Cheerios, Betty Crocker), and/or ENTIRE LABEL WITH UPC CODE from  

   Campbell’s products (ie soup, juices). 

-  collection boxes may be found on the bookcase next to the breezeway or the 

   entry area of ECDC. 

- “Box Tops for Education” provide monetary support for the CLS Band,  

  “Campbell’s Labels” are turned into credit toward purchasing supplies and  

   equipment for both ECDC and Christ Lutheran School. 

   

http://www.kroger.com/


 

 



 
 



 
 


