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 “Good Works for a New Year” 

“What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does 

not have works?  Can that faith save him?  If a brother or sister is 

poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you says to 

them, ‘Go in peace, be warmed and filled,’ without giving them the 

things needed for the body, what good is that?  So also faith by itself, 

if it does not have works is dead.  But someone will say, ‘You have 

faith and I have works.’ Show me your faith apart from your works, 

and I will show you my faith by my works.  (James 2:14-18) 
 

 A happy and blessed New Year to all of you as together we enter 

another year, the year of our Lord, 2018.   

 During this past year, 2017, you have heard quite a bit about how 

we are saved by grace through faith for Christ’s sake.  Justification is the 

work of our Lord in us because we cannot justify ourselves, even though 

we always seem to be trying to do so.  Since 2017 marked the 500
th
 

anniversary of the Reformation there was much emphasis on how the 

message of the Gospel had somehow been lost or compromised in the 

centuries after the Great Commission was given to the disciples before 

our Lord Jesus ascended into heaven.  Making disciples comes through 

baptizing and teaching and that baptizing is in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  This is God’s work on our behalf.   

 St. Paul was a clarion voice for how we sinners are justified by 

grace through faith.  He wrote to the church in Ephesus, “For by grace 

you have been saved through faith.  And this is not your own doing; it is 

the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” 

(Ephesians 2:8-9)  So we who really like to boast about who we are and 

what we do or what we have done are told that really matters not.  It 

really matters not if we are trying to get God’s attention as our heavenly 

Father and thereby get His praise and win His approval.  It is really the 

other way around.   

 God gets our attention through His Word of Law and it reminds 

us that we fall short of His expectations for us.  It actually condemns us!  

Now we could respond by rebelling against the notion that we are 



accountable to anyone’s will but our own.  We could recognize a higher 

authority that we are unable to please and just give up and despair of our 

ability to do what is pleasing in His sight.  That is where the Gospel 

comes in and we go back and listen to what Paul wrote to the Ephesians.  

Grace trumps our inability to fulfill the Law’s demands because the God 

of all grace and mercy fulfilled the Law’s demands for us so that we are 

justified by grace through faith in Him who fulfilled for us what we 

could not do for ourselves.   

 However we need to listen a little further to what St. Paul 

additionally wrote so that we can compare that to what James wrote in 

his Epistle that I have used to start this first page of the first newsletter of 

the New Year.  Paul continues in his writing to the Ephesians in this 

way: “For we are His (God’s) workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 

good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in 

them.” (Ephesians 2:10)  In other words the grace of God recreates us 

from sinner to saint in order that through faith we seek to do those things 

that are pleasing in God’s sight and are beneficial to our neighbor. 

 Faith recognizes that our standing before God is only in and 

through His power which He uses graciously on our behalf.  Faith 

receives the gifts of forgiveness of sins and everlasting life.  Faith 

acknowledges that these are gifts that have changed who and whose we 

are and where we are going.  We are the Lord’s and we are ultimately 

going to the place that He has prepared for us.  Therefore our faith 

responds by doing the good works which the Lord has prepared for us to 

do.  Our faith walk seeks to give glory to God and be a witness for the 

benefit of our neighbor. 

 So James, the brother of our Lord, writes, “Faith by itself, if it 

does not have works is dead.”  He is saying that faith cannot help but do 

those things that are God-pleasing as a way of saying ‘thank you’ to Him 

who has done great things for us.  Faith is not just something that we say 

but something that we live.  Faith is not just believed but it bears fruit.  

So, the answer to his question, “what good is it, my brothers, if someone 

says he has faith but does not have works?  Can that faith save him?” is 

no, because it is not faith properly understood.   

Augsburg Confession – Article 6 – New Obedience 

 Our churches teach that this faith is bound to bring forth 

good fruit (Galatians 5:22-23).  It is necessary to do good works 

commanded by God (Ephesians 2:10), because of God’s will.  We 

should not rely on those works to merit justification before God.  

The forgiveness of sins and justification is received through faith.  



The voice of Christ testifies, “So you also, when you have done all 

that you were commanded, say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have 

only done what was our duty’” (Luke 17:10)   

 “Faith cannot be separated from the response of works because 

the works naturally flow from the faith God plants.”  Sanctification is the 

work of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of the faithful, those whom He has 

gifted with faith through the Means of Grace, Word and Sacrament.  The 

Spirit works faith and its response which is the fruit of faith.  Here we 

see both justification and sanctification.   

 So what does this look like in your life of faith?  Do you share 

your faith with others who need to know Jesus as Lord and Savior?  Do 

you share your gifts with others who have needs so that they can see 

Jesus in your sharing?  Do you find ways to serve in the life of this 

congregation in response to Jesus serving you in what we refer to as 

Divine Service?  Do you even attend Divine Service?  Do you give of 

your time, talent and treasures to the ministry done here at Grace?  Do 

you make personal devotion and Bible Study a part of your life?  A few 

weeks ago two of our elders, Richard Sanders and Jonathan Cline, 

addressed those in worship that day urging them to consider providing 

transportation to some of our members who need a ride to Sunday 

Services.  While this already takes place in some instances, no one has 

contacted the Board of Elders to volunteer to help with this need either 

on a regular or occasional basis. 

 James said it this way: “If a brother or sister is poorly clothed 

and lacking in daily food, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace, be 

warmed and filled,’ without giving them the things needed for the body, 

what good is that?” 

 There are many who give of their time and talents and treasures 

to assist in the ministry the Lord has given us to do here as His disciples, 

those made such by baptizing and teaching.  This is not given for 

someone else to do, but for you to prayerfully consider according to your 

gifts and talents.  We need choir members, ushers, cantors, bell ringers, 

greeters, altar guild members, Sunday School teachers, coffee hosts, 

leaders, servers, dinner preparers, those who pray, those who visit, those 

who call or write notes to check on members, those who can drive for a 

member on an occasional or regular basis, those who give generously 

which means in proportion to their means.  These are Good Works for a 

New Year which is faith’s response to God’s grace, our fruit-bearing in 

thanks to Him who bore our sins and has given us hope unto eternal life. 

Blessed New Year – Pastor Walter 



"O Morning Star, How Fair and 
Bright" 

 
Greetings in Christ and Happy New Year! I hope that everyone 
had a blessed and wonderful Christmas! I would like to extend 
my thanks to the many people who helped with the many 
services and events at Grace throughout Advent and Christmas. 
Additionally, I would like to thank the many musicians who 
volunteered their time, effort, and talents to praise our Lord at 
His birth! 
 
While we are at the beginning of a new year and appear to be 
at the end of our Christmas celebrations, we are still very much 
in the season of Christmas, which runs from December 25 to 
Epiphany, which is January 6. Epiphany is one of the oldest 
seasons of the church year, second only to Easter. During 
Epiphany, which means "reveal" or "make manifest," we focus 
on the physical manifestation of Jesus Christ, and hear of the 
visit of the wise men. While Epiphany is often times overlooked 
as a season between Christmas and Lent, the lessons we hear 
during the season are of the greatest importance to us. While 
we have celebrated the birth of Christ, we now celebrate the 
revelation of the Word dawning on us.  
 
One of the great Epiphany hymns is "O Morning Star, How Fair 
and Bright," often referred to as the "Queen of Chorales," 
alongside "Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying." These hymns 
were written by Philipp Nicolai, a German Lutheran pastor 
who had written a series of meditations and hymns entitled 
"Joyful Mirror of the Eternal Life" in the midst of a great plague 
that was affecting many in his parish.  
 
Marking a transition in hymn writing from objective to 
subjective, this hymn speaks of Christ as a heavenly 
Bridegroom, a light divine who shines within our hearts. Most 
clearly, it speaks of the joy we have that Christ is indeed aglow 
with grace and mercy, and that he guides us daily through the 



struggles of earthly life and leads us to eternal life in Heaven. 
This is truly the Star we look to during this season of Epiphany, 
as we behold with gladness the birth of our Savior, the Lord 
Jesus.  
 
"O Morning Star, how fair and bright! You shine with God's own 
truth and light, Aglow with grace and mercy! Of Jacob's race, 
King David's son, Our Lord and master, You have won Our hearts 
to serve You only! Lowly, holy! Great and glorious, All victorious, 
Rich in blessing! Rule and might o'er all possessing!" 
 
"What joy to know, when life is past, The Lord we love is first and 
last, The end and the beginning! He will one day, oh, glorious 
grace, Transport us to that happy place Beyond all tears and 
sinning! Amen! Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! Crown of gladness! We 
are yearning For the day of Your returning." (LSB 395: 1, 6) 
 
May God richly bless you during this Season of Epiphany! 
 
In His Service, 
 
Charlie Russell, Director of Parish Music 

 
 
 

 
RIDES NEEDED 

 
 Some of our members are in need of a ride to church.  If you are 

willing to help bring those in need of a ride to church, please call 

Richard Sanders at 425-8810.  Richard is the Board of Elders ride 

coordinator.   

 
 

 



THOSE WHO SERVE in JANUARY 
 

ACOLYTE SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Services – Bowman Stein 

10:45 a.m. Services – Hope Hammond 

 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 

January 7
th

 – 10:45 Service – Tim Sweeney 

January 14
th

 – 8:15 Service – Gary Proud 

January 21
st
 – 10:45 Service – Gervais Le Blanc 

January 28
th

 – 8:15 Service – Richard Sanders 

 
 USHERS’ SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Services – Tim Loyd’s team 

Bobby Bemberg, Raymond Harrill, Daniel Loyd, Ed Mahnken 

10:45 a.m. Services – Dave Roberts’ team 

Charlie Buchanan, Bryan Gipson 

 
CANTORS’ SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Services – Joel Junkans 

10:45 a.m. Services – _____________ 

 
GREETERS’ SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Services – Sally McNabb and Brenda Parscale 

10:45 a.m.  Services – David and Andrea Faulkner 

 
ALTAR GUILD SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Services – Sally McNabb and Brenda Parscale 

10:45 a.m. Services – Dawn Cline and Jonathan Cline 
Wednesday Mid-Week Services – Suzanne Raddle and Wilma Richter 

 
If you are unable to serve please ask someone to fill in for you  

and then call the church office. 

 



GRACE FAMILY NEWS AND NOTES 
 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY… 

OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY to the family of Mrs. Beverly 

Murphy who died Saturday, December 23
rd

. Beverly is the sister of 

Jim Robinson.  Please keep Jim and his family in your prayers. 

 
CONGRATULATIONS…  

CONGRATULATIONS to Blakely and Krista Stein Reeder on the 

birth of their daughter Sally Ann Reeder on Thursday, December 

28
th

.  Sally Ann has a brother Elijah.  Her grandparents are Charles 

and Mary Kathryn Stein and her uncle and aunt are Carter and 

Emily Stein.   Congratulations and God’s Blessings to the Reeder 

and Stein families. 
 

 
STEWARDSHIP BUDGET RE-CAP 

2017 budget totals $573,932  
which is an average weekly 

General Fund contribution requirement of $11,037 
 

 Budget needs through December 25  $573,664 
Actual expenses through December 25  $501,677 
 
Contributions to General Fund from all sources $496,428* 
Average weekly contribution through December 25            $9547 
 
In summary, General Fund giving for the year is $ 5249 less  
than actual expenses.  
 
Non-budget giving to designated funds through December 25    $56,294  
 
*These contributions include a monthly payment from ECDC to help 
offset expenses. They  also include some memorials and honorariums 
which are not designated to specific funds. 
 
 



 
 
 

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE  
 

COFFEE HOST SIGN UP 
 
 

   Volunteers Needed to Serve - Please take a minute and sign 

   up for the Sunday on which you wish to serve.  The sign-up  

 sheet is on the bulletin board by the Parlor.  
 

 

  The schedule for January, 2018 is: 
 

  January 7    ____________________________ 

  

  January 14    ____________________________ 

 

  January 21     
 

____________________________ 

 

  January 28       ____________________________ 

 
   

The schedule for February, 2018 is: 
 

  February  4      Jack and Pat Funk 

 

  February 11     
 

_____________________________ 

 

  February 18    _____________________________ 

    

  February 25    _____________________________ 

 

 

Thanks!!  We appreciate your help!! 

 



 
GRACE FOOD PANTRY 

 
We continue to receive requests for food from our Food Pantry.  

Thank you for your support.  Following are items that need to be 

replenished in our pantry:  Canned chunky soups (no creamed 

soups), canned meats such as tuna, chicken and vienna sausages, 

and canned pastas such as ravioli and spaghetti.  Also needed are 

individual fruit and pudding cups and individual packages of 

peanut butter crackers.   

 

Thank you for your donations to fill these needs. 

 

 
 

FELLOWSHIP CLUB 
January 16th, 12:00 noon   

 
Mark your calendar!!  

 

Fellowship Club will meet on Tuesday, January 16
th

, at 12:00 noon 

in Parker Hall.  Plan to join us for a delicious lunch provided by 

our ACTS friends and a great time of fun and fellowship.  Call the 

church office for more information.   

 

 

 
NOON DEVOTIONS WITH PASTOR 

January 11th – 12:00 noon 
 

Noon Devotions with Pastor is Thursday, January 11
th

, at 

12:00 noon in Parker Hall.  Bring a sandwich and join us as 

Pastor Walter leads us in a Bible study.  Drinks, chips, and dessert 

are provided. 
 

 



BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND GOD'S BLESSINGS to  
Grace Family Members in the month of January: 

  1 - John Ketcher 

  2 - Edwin Mahnken  

  3 - Diane Roberts 

  5 - Leo Esget, Sharon LeBlanc 

  6 - Joni Jones, Katie Litwa, Elsie Westerfield 

  7 - Perryn Andrews, Lindsay Zweifel 

  8 - David Cossey, Bradley Stillman 

11 - Afton Calvillo 

12 - Larry Stillman 

18 - Klaus Wolfenberger 

20 - Alice Dobbs 

21 - Joe Gelzine 

22 - Lori Bloom, Katie Williams 

24 - Shaun Baker, Lily Woodyard 

25 - Suzanne Raddle 

26 - Susan Mahnken  

28 - Bailey Cannon, Ike Witte 

29 - John Calvillo 

30 - Joan Ann Olsen 

31 - Karen Camacho, David Connor  

31 - Elisabeth Graf, Judy Keppel, Cynthia McCrory 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY to these couples in January: 

  3 - Judy and Tommy Borchert, Betty and Bob Bryant, 

  3 - Krista and Blake Reeder 

  4 - Susie and Ray Barlow 

  5 - Wendy and Bob Schmidt 

  9 - Eileen and Leo Esget 

17 - Kara and David Mainard 

27 - Dorris and Allen Deislinger 
 

 
We apologize if we have missed your birthday or anniversary; please let us know in the 

church office so we can update our records. Thank you!! 

 



 

BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES AT GRACE 
 

Our nursery, downstairs in the church, is also available to take care 

of the infants and toddlers on Sunday morning not only during 

both Worship Services but also during Sunday School and Bible 

Class time.  Mary Ann Dyer is our nursery attendant.  

 

 

 

 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS – Pastor Walter’s class meets each 

Sunday morning at 9:45 a.m. upstairs in the Family Life 

Center in Parker Hall.  This Sunday Pastor Walter will 

continue the study of the Book of Acts.     

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES for children ages 3 through 6
th

 

grade are held in the lower level of the Family Life Center. 

Parents are invited to join us for the opening service at 9:45 

each Sunday.  If you have questions, contact Colleen 

Moorman for more information.   

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH - Their class meets at 9:45 a.m. on 

Sunday in their classroom downstairs in the church.  Joel 

Junkans will lead the class each Sunday morning.   

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH - Their class meets each Sunday at 

9:45 a.m. in their classroom downstairs in the church.  Dave 

Roberts leads the class each Sunday morning. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY class meets each Wednesday morning 

at 6:30 a.m. at St. Vincent Hospital in the 4
th

 floor conference 

room (off the main elevator).  Pastor Walter leads this Bible 

Study each week. 

 



ECDC News & Notes . . 

.  
 

Wow 2017 is almost history! What a year it was!  It went so fast – guess 
I’m getting older – well I know I am .  ECDC was – and continues to be 
– blessed with great kids with great parents, a wonderful, talented, 
loving staff; and Grace Congregation continued to be so supportive in so 
many ways!  And, 2018 looks to be even better – God continues to pour 
His blessings on us! 
 

December was a wonderful month as we celebrated Advent; learned 
the Christmas story with the kids telling, and retelling, the story of the 
birth of baby Jesus; made presents for our families and friends; had fun 
unwrapping all the wonderful presents from our families and Grace 
Lutheran friends.  Unfortunately we had to cancel the “world’s-shortest-
best” program due to a budding flu outbreak at school (better safe than 
sorry you know?) We were all pretty bummed but it didn’t dampen our 
Christmas spirits as we kept singing and preparing for the Christ Child’s 
birth!  What a Christmas to remember!  But you know every Christmas 
is a Christmas to remember. Because of what happened the first 
Christmas morning we have the promise of eternal life – still the best 
present of all! 
 

We need to take care of some thank-yous – first to all the families, staff, 
and Grace Lutheran members that gave us special gifts – wow you all 
were sooooo generous!  And, to the Board of Christian Education for 
hosting our Family Christmas Pizza Lunch following the kids’ program – 
one of newest traditions has become quite popular!  God continues to 
pour His blessings on us! 
 

January finds us learning all about space and transportation, and 
construction.  Maybe we’ll even get a chance to use our snow 
transportation this winter – just the kid in me.   During Jesus time we 
will learn about the Wise Men (they probably traveled by camel!), 
Epiphany, Jesus as a little boy (He learned to help His dad Joseph 
construct things), and baptism.  Sure hope we don’t have any snow days 
or we won’t have time to get it all in!!   
 

During 2018 “travel” into our “space” and “build” some new    
friendships – just a thought.    



Until next month, have a blessed Christ-filled season —Colleen 


