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A MOUNTAINTOP EXPERIENCE 

 

“In His hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are 

His also.”  (Psalm 95:4)   

There is something about the view at Mather Lodge on Petit Jean 

Mountain that makes me just want to marvel at the beauty of God’s 

creation.  I know, in the grand scheme of things Petit Jean Mountain and 

Pinnacle Mountain are merely hills.  In my younger days here in Little 

Rock I remember climbing Pinnacle and catching a welcome cool breeze 

at the top as I looked back toward the city and took in the lay of the land, 

or as I looked the other direction and saw the blue water of Lake 

Maumelle surrounded by lush greenery.  It was a “mountaintop” view 

and experience. 

In the Service order we call Matins we sing in the Venite (Latin 

for “Oh come”) the words of Psalm 95:1-7 which include the words 

above.  We acknowledge in those verses that God is the Creator of all 

things and all things are indeed His and we, His created ones, are to offer 

Him praise and thanksgiving.  Have you done that lately? 

As I write this we have passed the halfway point of this 

summer’s Vacation Bible School.  We have a great number of children 

involved in this year’s program which is being led by a great number of 

youth and adult volunteers.  All added together we have a great number 

of folks here this week during the evening hours for VBS.  My special 

thanks to Ame Andrews and Gina Junkans for their work in making this 

a “mountaintop experience” for our children and children who are 

visiting as well as the participating adults. 

The theme of this year’s program which is produced by 

Concordia Publishing House, our church body’s publisher, is “Tell It on 

the Mountain – Where Jesus Christ is Lord.”  The mountain top stories 

are familiar to you I am sure.  We began on Mount Sinai and God’s 

promise to be with His people even as He gave the 10 Commandments to 

Moses.  We have been to Mount Carmel where the prophet of the Lord, 

Elijah, defeated the prophets of Baal (450 of them) showing that the 

LORD is the one true God.  On the Mount called Transfiguration, God’s 

glory was seen as Jesus was transfigured before His disciples, Peter, 



James and John as He was flanked by Moses and Elijah.  God’s voice 

declared of Jesus, “This is My Son, My Chosen One; listen to Him!” 

Now we go to Golgatha.  I know, in the grand scheme of things, 

Golgatha was merely a hill on the outskirts of Jerusalem, but something 

of very great significance happened there for you, for me and for all, and 

its beauty for us is that it is all according to God’s plan.  God’s Son, His 

Chosen One, gave His life for you, for me and for all and if we listen to 

Him from the cross we know that we have forgiveness of sins and 

paradise, eternal life in heaven.  There Jesus Saves Us All. 

Just as the Psalmist urges us to come and sing to the Lord and 

make a joyful noise to the Rock of our salvation in the verses of the 

Venite (remember it means Oh, Come) so on the final mountain of VBS 

the risen Jesus tells His disciples to “Go to All.”  “Tell It on the 

Mountain – Where Jesus Christ is Lord” is what we are called to do as 

disciples of Jesus who rejoice that the Law given to Moses was fulfilled 

by Jesus.  We give thanks that Jesus’ resurrection shows that He is the 

One True God whose glory has been shown to us and His call is for us to 

share that Good News, to “Tell It on the Mountain – Where Jesus Christ 

is Lord.”  

Maybe you’ve not been part of a VBS program in a long time.  

Maybe you haven’t included your children in our program for whatever 

reason.  I know that they would have fun while learning the stories of 

God’s love for them and for all if they were here.  Maybe your child is 

still singing a song or two that he or she learned at this year’s VBS.  

Maybe you gave of your time to help make sure we have a quality 

program for our kids and look forward to doing it again.  Regardless of 

which of the above is true, as God’s people in this place we have been 

called to “Tell It on the Mountain – Where Jesus Christ is Lord.”  We 

have some very Good News to share and live.  It all begins as we gather 

together around His Word to be assured of His love for us and to grow in 

our faith.   

Venite! “Oh come, let us sing to the Lord, let us make a joyful 

noise to the Rock of our salvation.  Let us come into His presence with 

thanksgiving, let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise.”  

Then we can go and “Tell It.”  While in the grand scheme of things there 

may be other mountaintop experiences that seem more significant, what 

we do as God’s people here at Vacation Bible School, Sunday or 

Wednesday Worship, Sunday School and Bible Study has eternal 

significance for us and for all! 

 Pastor Walter 



Director of Parish Music 
 

 

Greetings in the name of our Risen Lord and Savior, Jesus the 

Christ!  

We have just completed our week of Vacation Bible School and 

the theme this year was “Tell It On the Mountain.” In keeping with 

that theme I would like to discuss a fantastic Mission & Witness 

hymn: “O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth” (LSB 834). This 

hymn, with text by Martin Franzmann (he also wrote “Thy Strong 

Word”) is full of vivid imagery that can take some time to digest 

and fully appreciate. 

Stanza One: O God, O Lord of heav’n and earth, Thy living finger 

never wrote That life should be an aimless mote, A deathward drift 

from futile birth. Thy Word meant life triumphant hurled In 

splendor through Thy broken world. Since light awoke and life 

began, Thou hast desired Thy life for man. We were not made to 

die, but to live. Death is not a natural part of life, it is foreign to 

God’s creation. Yet within our world of death, God still desires to 

give us His life. 

Stanza Two: Our fatal will to equal Thee, Our rebel will wrought 

death and night.  We seized and used in prideful spite Thy 

wondrous gift of liberty. We housed us in this house of doom, 

Where death had royal scope and room, Until Thy servant, Prince 

of Peace, Breached all its walls for our release. “You will be like 

God,” the serpent said to Adam and Eve. They listened to the 

tempter’s voice and brought sin into the world. We live today in a 

world still cursed by the sin of Adam and Eve, which is passed 

down to us from our parents. We live today in a fortress of death, 

unaware that we are imprisoned within walls we cannot escape. 

But there is One who can break through. 

Stanza Three: Thou camest to our hall of death, O Christ, to 

breathe our poisoned air, To drink for us the dark despair That 

strangled our reluctant breath. How beautiful the feet that trod The 

road that leads us back to God! How beautiful the feet that ran To 

bring the great good news to man! Christ has broken death’s 



fortress, taking death upon Himself, and giving us His life. He was 

raised from the dead, proclaiming His victory over our greatest 

enemies: sin, death, and the devil. So we too share the great good 

news with others in the world who are unaware that they too are 

dying and need the life that Christ gives to them. 

Stanza Four: O Spirit, who didst once restore Thy Church that it 

might be again The bringer of good news to men, Breathe on Thy 

cloven Church once more, That in these gray and latter days There 

may be those whose life is praise, Each life a high doxology To 

Father, Son, and unto Thee. (© 1967 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License 

.NET, no. 100011479.) 

The final stanza prays for Christ’s Church, that it may one day be 

brought to unity that those who do not know Christ may be brought 

to faith in Him. Then they too will join with us in praising our 

great God. Christ has indeed brought us out of the darkness of sin 

and into the marvelous light of His Gospel. Thanks be to God who 

gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ! 

Peace in Christ,  
Nathan Beethe, Director of Parish Music 

 
 
 

 

Youth Choir 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Lisle, Illinois 

July 6th  
 

On Saturday, July 6
th

 the Youth Choir of Trinity Lutheran Church 

in Lisle, IL will conduct a workshop with members of our 

Children’s Choir, and then perform a concert that evening at 6pm. 

They will also join us for both services the next day. I look forward 

to seeing you both at the concert on July 6
th

 and the services on 

July 7
th

.  

 



THOSE WHO SERVE in JULY 
 

ACOLYTE SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Worship Services – Lily Woodyard 

10:45 a.m. Worship Services – Anna Kate Manchester 

 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 

July 7
th

 – 10:45 Service – Frank Royster 

July 14
th

 – 8:15 Service – Carter Stein 

July 21
st
 – 8:15 Service – Dave Graf 

July 21
st
 – 10:45 Service – John Calvillo 

July 28
th

 – 8:15 Service – NO Communion 

 

 USHERS’ SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Worship Services – Dennis Fastenau’s team 

Tommy Borchert, Sam Cate, Jack Funk 

10:45 a.m. Worship Services – Chris Pils’ team 

David Faulkner, Cole Hill, Wes Mainard 

 

CANTORS’ SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Worship Services – Joel Junkans 

10:45 a.m. Worship Services – Kurt Shrader 

 

GREETERS’ SCHEDULE 

July 7
th

 - 8:15 a.m. Worship Service – Bette Bogart 

July 14
th

, 21
st
, and 28

th
 - 8:15 a.m. Worship Services –  

                                                                  Ed and Susan Mahnken  

10:45 a.m. Worship – Rudy and Sherry Bischof 

 

ALTAR GUILD SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Services –Sandy Price and Pat Funk 

10:45 a.m. Services – Lou Alice May 
Wednesday Mid-Week Services – Suzanne Raddle & Wilma Richter 

 

If you are unable to serve please ask someone to fill in for you  

and then call the church office. 

 



Thank You from Kevin and Allie Ray 
  

Dear Brothers and Sisters at Grace Lutheran, 
 

It is a joy to write you once again and thank you for all of your prayer 

and incredibly generous support for us. You truly have been one of our 

greatest blessings both before and now while we are at the seminary and 

we appreciate it from the bottom of our hearts.  
 

The summer started a month ago now and we have gone on three 

different trips. First, we had a vacation with Allie's family and while we 

were there got to enjoy the amazing beauty of God's creation. We then 

returned and came to Little Rock, and it was wonderful to see some of 

you. We traveled down to attend my niece's first birthday party, which 

was pretty cute. Finally, we traveled to one of Allie's college friend's 

wedding in Nebraska. So, as you can imagine, we're glad to be back for a 

little while.  
 

I am now in the midst of beginning my LCMS history class. So far it’s 

been a really enjoyable class, and I'm glad to have the opportunity to get 

to know our great synod a little better. Next month I will be taking 

Exodus and the Torah with Dr. Lessing, who I hear is a very challenging 

and rewarding professor. Along with this I will be working, and Allie 

will be staying home with the girls and doing some babysitting.  
 

The girls continue to develop into outright cuties. They have both really 

been developing lately. Monica is saying just about everything it seems, 

and she is also conversant, but I must admit to having trouble 

understanding her (although I'm quite certain she knows what she is 

saying). Tallulah is smiling and smiling and smiling. She has turned out 

to be one of the friendlier people I know, but she is especially interested 

right now in trying to crawl and in watching her big sister. Every now 

and then they'll smile at each other, or if we're lucky, giggle.  
 

In conclusion, things are going very well, and we look forward to seeing 

you all soon. I also look forward to sharing God's Word with you all. 

Once again, thank you all so much for your support and prayers. It means 

the world to us! 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Kevin, Allie, Monica, and Tallulah Ray 

 



 

STEWARDSHIP BUDGET RE-CAP 
 

2013 budget $514,660 

which is an average weekly  

General Fund contribution requirement of $9,897 
 

Budget needs through week 24                            $237,535 

Contributions to General Fund from all sources            $229,554 

Average weekly contribution through week 24 $9,565 

 

 

GRACE FAMILY NEWS AND NOTES 
 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY… 

Our Christian Sympathy to the family Mrs. Margaret Wilimzig, 

mother of Bob Wilimzig, who passed away on Monday, June 3
rd

, 

in Glen Carbon, Illinois.  Please keep Bob and Sheila and their 

family in your prayers. 

 

Our Christian Sympathy to the family of Rev. Duane Brunette who 

died on May 30
th

 in Humble, Texas.  Rev. Brunette served as 

pastor of Christ Lutheran here in Little Rock and most recently 

served as assistant pastor at lamb of God Lutheran Church in 

Humble, Texas.  Please keep the Brunette family in your prayers. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS… 

CONGRATULATIONS to David and Megan Proud Reeve on the 

birth of their son Maxwell Archer Reeve who was born Friday 

evening, June 14
th

, in Dallas, Texas.  Maxwell is the grandson of 

Gary and Angie Proud.  Congratulations and God’s blessings. 

 
CONGRATULATIONS to Charlotte Johnson, Doctor of 

Management in Organizational Leadership, from University of 

Phoenix.  Charlotte recently completed her study for her Doctorate 

and attended her graduation ceremony on June 8
th

.  

Congratulations, Charlotte! 



THANK YOU… 

Our thanks to Nancy Wade for the beautiful stained glass art work 

that is hanging in the windows on the bridge between our 

sanctuary and Parker Hall.  You will notice that a new stained 

glass symbol for Lent has been hung.  Thank you, Nancy, for using 

your gifts to design and create this beautiful artwork.  We 

appreciate Nancy and Jim for using their talents to serve our Lord 

and His church 

 

 

FELLOWSHIP CLUB 
                                                                                                         

Fellowship Club will not meet in July…be sure to watch the 

bulletin and newsletter for your next meeting. 

 

 

NOON DEVOTIONS WITH PASTOR 
 

Noon Devotions with Pastor is Thursday, July 11
th

, at 12:00 

noon in Parker Hall. Bring a sandwich and join us for Bible 

study and fellowship. Drinks, chips, and dessert are provided.  We 

eat first and then Pastor Walter shares a devotional Bible study 

with us.  Bring a friend and join us …this is a wonderful 

opportunity for fellowship!! 

 

 

A.C.T.S RUMMAGE SALE 
August 2nd and 3rd  

 

Start saving your stuff and watch for details!! 
 

 

SIT AND SEW 
 

Sit and Sew will meet on Tuesday, July 2
nd

,
 
at 12:00 noon.  Bring 

your project and join them in the downstairs classroom in the 

church.  For details call Carole Nichols or Sammye Sue Harrill. 



Vacation Bible School 
Thank you!! 

 

 
 
Through the dedication of our volunteers and congregation, Vacation 

Bible School is always such a success and this year was no exception!  

Thank you for all your prayers and support.  It was an amazing week and 

so many children heard the Good News of Jesus’ love and forgiveness.  

Thank you to Ame Andrews and Gina Junkans for using their God-given 

talents as directors of our Vacation Bible School and thank you to all 

who gave of their time and resources in preparation for and during this 

past week: 

 

Ame Andrews 

Ethan Andrews 

Mason Andrews 

Perryn Andrews 

Roy Andrews 

Justine Baker 

Maxwell Baker 

Shaun Baker 

Crissy & Emily 

Beethe 

Nathan Beethe 

Lois Berner 

Sherry Clawitter 

Dawn Cline 

Andrea Faulkner 

Lauren Faulkner 

Pat Funk 

Jennifer Hammond 

Kaylee Hammond 

Jennifer Harrod 

Carol Ann Honeywell 

Sarah Johnson 

Carol Jones 

Anna Junkans 

Christina Junkans 

Emily Junkans 

Gina Junkans 

Joel Junkans  

John Ketcher 

Janet Killough 

Suzanne Lambert 

Gervais LeBlanc 

Sharon LeBlanc 

Sandy Lindemann 

Abby Litwa 

Anna Kate Manchester 

Catherine Manchester 

Jack Manchester 

Colleen Moorman 

Robert Nichols 

Betty Pils 

Chris Pils 

Sandy Price 

Angie Proud 

David Raddle 

Shirley Rieve 

Judy Rivers 

Diane Roberts 

Bev Sanders 

Mary Kathryn Stein 

Vicki Stigall 

Jason Sutterfield 

Pastor Walter 

Paul Walter 

Paula Walter 

Andrew Warren 

Sheila Wilimzig 

Vicar David Witte 

Kim Woodyard 

Lily Woodyard 



 

############################################################# 

 
 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 

Our LWML Evening Guild Lutheran World Relief Project this 

year is “School Kits.”  These kits provide the only supplies for 

children returning to school after the disruption of war or they help 

parents continue their children’s education while living in a 

refugee camp.  We have most of the items that we need to make 20 

school kits.  To complete these kits we are in need of the 

following: 

     70-sheet bound notebooks of wide or  

           college-ruled paper 

     pencil sharpeners 

     blunt scissors  
 

 

 

 

 

We are also in need of volunteers to make school bags for these 

supplies.  Easy patterns for the bags can be found in the 

breezeway.   

 

After we fill these kits we will provide the complete list to make 

additional “School Kits.”  Thank you for supporting our Lutheran 

World Relief Projects.  Contact Ginny Ralston at 425-1487 if you 

have questions. 
 

 

 

 

 

############################################################### 



 

 
SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE  

 
 

Volunteers Needed to Serve 
 
 

  COFFEE HOST SIGN UP – Please take a minute and sign 

  up for the Sunday on which you wish to serve.  The sign-up  

  sheet is on the bulletin board by the Parlor.  
 
 

  The schedule for July, 2013 is: 

 

  July 7
th

         _____________________________ 

  

  July 14
th

   _____________________________ 

 

  July 21
st
   

 
    _____________________________ 

 

  July 28
th

        _____________________________ 

 

 

  The schedule for August, 2013 is: 

 

  August 4
th

     _____________________________ 

  

  August 11
th

  _____________________________ 

 

  August 18
th

     _____________________________ 

 

  August 25
th

         _____________________________ 

 

 

Thanks!!  We appreciate your help! 



 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND GOD'S BLESSINGS to  
Grace Family Members in the month of July: 

    3 - Jack Funk, Ryan Giese 

    4 - Robert Richter  

    5 - Jim Robinson 

    7 - Monta Krasts, Anna Kate Manchester, Jack Manchester,    

         Monica Ray 

    9 - Kristin St. Clair 

  10 - David Holzhauer, Jon Lindemann 

  12 - Linda Bradshaw, Jan Grant, Sandy Lindemann,  

         Stella Grace Sutterfield 

  14 - Ole Krasts, Pearl Spotts 

  15 - John Ralston 

  16 - Lucia Jones 

  17 - Crissy Beethe, Emily Beethe, Shirley Rieve 

  18 - Nancy Wade 

  19 - Jim Marvin, Charlie Buchanan 

  20 - Kara Mainard, Stephanie Renard 

  22 - Tim Loyd, Betty Schonert, Ann Stoker 

  25 - Paula Walter 

  26 - Hannah McIntyre 

  27 - Evelyn Chotkowski, Alisa Coffey, Jennifer Hammond, 

         Tim Sweeney 

  28 - Amanda Ferstl 

  29 - Ben Bischof, Jim Keppel, Ronald Krueger 

  31 - Susie Barlow, Dorris Deislinger 

 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY to these couples in July: 

    8 - Lisa and Steve Gertsch 

  15 - Amanda and J. T. Ferstl 

  22 - Jennifer and Michael Morrison 

  24 - Mary Kathryn and Charles Stein 

  31 - Donna and Robert Middaugh 
                                            
We apologize if we have missed your birthday or anniversary; please let us know in the 

church office so we can update our records. Thank you!! 



 
 

 
 

BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES AT GRACE 

Our nursery, downstairs in the church, is also available to take care 

of the infants and toddlers during Sunday School/Bible Class time. 

 

 
ADULT BIBLE CLASS - Pastor Walter’s Bible Class meets each 

Sunday at 9:45 a.m. in Parker Hall.  Pastor is leading a study of 

“The Augsburg Confession and Its Apology” – The Lutheran 

Confessions Series.  Come and review what we believe, teach and 

confess as Lutheran Christians. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES for children ages 3 years through 6
th

 

grade are held in the lower level of the Family Life Center. The 

parents are invited to join us for the opening service at 9:45 each 

Sunday.  If you have questions contact Colleen Moorman or 

Nathan Beethe.  LCEF K.I.D.S. Saving Stamps are available from 

Ame Andrews during Sunday School opening time.   

 

JUNIOR YOUTH class meets at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday in their 

classroom downstairs in the church.  Joel Junkans leads their study 

each Sunday. 

  

SENIOR YOUTH class meets each Sunday at 9:45 a.m. in their 

classroom downstairs in the church.  Dave Roberts leads their 

study each Sunday. 

 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY class meets each Wednesday morning at 

6:30 a.m. at St. Vincent Hospital in the 4
th

 floor conference room 

(off the main elevator).  Pastor Walter leads this Bible Study.  All 

men of Grace are encouraged to attend. 

 

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS meets each Tuesday morning 

at 9:30 a.m. in the downstairs classroom in the church.  Their study 

is God’s Word for Today on the book of ACTS.   Contact Joan 

Ann Olsen for more information. 



 

Painless Ways to Support  
Little Rock Lutheran Education! 

  

Many of you already take advantage of company programs that provide 
financial incentives for Grace Lutheran ECDC and Christ Lutheran 
School that don’t cost you any extra money — for that we all say THANK 
YOU!  These programs are really an untapped resource that benefits 
Lutheran education in Little Rock by providing funds for all type of budget 
needs!  And all the programs are very user-friendly and simple —- some 
only require scissors! 
  

Following are programs used by one or more of our Lutheran schools – 
please consider this painless way to support Lutheran Education in L.R.!

 
Kroger Community 
Rewards Program 

used by ECDC  
 
Here’s how it works: 
- Register your Kroger PLUS Card 
at  krogercommunityrewards.com 
- Select Grace Lutheran ECDC 
(enter 80368) as your community 
rewards organization. 
- At “check-out” be sure to scan 
your Kroger PLUS Card or hand it 
to the checker – that’s it! 
- ECDC receives a percentage of 
every eligible purchase made, and 
receives a check at the end of each 
quarter. 
- More details are available on the 
Kroger website.   
- Contact Colleen if you need help 
registering your Kroger PLUS Card. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

General Mills 
“Box Tops for Education” 
used by Christ Lutheran 

School 

Campbell’s Labels 
used by ECDC &  

Christ Lutheran School 
Here’s how these work: 
- Remove “box top for education” 
labels from General Mills containers 
(ie Cheerios, Betty Crocker), and/or 
ENTIRE LABEL WITH UPC CODE 
from Campbell’s products (ie soup, 
juices). 
- collection boxes may be found on 
the bookcase next to the bridgeway 
or the entry area of ECDC. 
- “Box Tops for Education” provide 
monetary support for the CLS 
Band, “Campbell’s Labels” are 
turned into credit toward purchasing 
supplies and equipment for both 
ECDC and Christ Lutheran School.



ECDC News & Notes 
 

I can’t believe it’s almost July – this summer is 
really flying by!  Must be all the fun we are 

having.  Throughout the week we are playing and learning all sorts 
of things; and we’re finding lots of opportunities to do some type 
of water activity helping us stay cool. And, of course the ice cream 
truck continues to round out each week!   
 

July finds us learning about our Country, places around the world, 
vacations, and camping.  And it wouldn’t be July without our 
annual cook-out – hot dogs and s’mores on the barbee – always a 
hit with the kids and the staff!   
 

During Jesus time we will be learning about the life of God’s 
servant Moses, the Ten Commandments, and some of the 
journeys found in the Bible – you know traveling through the 
dessert, ten lepers on the road, Jonah going to Nineveh in a 
roundabout way, wise men following a star, Mary and Joseph 
going to Bethlehem, Jesus riding into Jerusalem, our journey to 
heaven– you get the idea! 
 

The security update to Parker Hall continues!  Both downstairs 
doors are now controlled by remote access during school hours.  
Next will be the three upstairs doors to complete the project.  
Once again our thanks for Bob – and his helper Carole – Nichols 
for making access safer and securer for the children who have 
been entrusted to our care!  Yet another safety improvement 
happening in the next few weeks is the replacement of the glass 
on the five entry doors in Parker Hall.  The new glass will provide 
additional security as well.  The children and staff of ECDC are 
most blessed and fortunate to be associated with such a 
supportive and proactive congregation!  Each of you is truly an 
integral part of this weekday ministry! 
 

See ya again next month, until then— 
God’s continued blessings to each of you — Colleen 



VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
2013 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


