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GOD’S GOSPEL IS DYNAMITE! 

“For I am not ashamed of the Gospel, for it is the power of 

God for the salvation to everyone who believes.”  (Romans 1:16a)  

How’s your summer so far?  By this time many of you may have 

already taken a vacation or an extended weekend trip with your family.  

Maybe you have visited family or friends or both.  Family can be friends 

as well, so don’t get me wrong.  Maybe you have a vacation planned for 

later in the summer or maybe you have another trip penciled in on your 

calendar.  Travel safe as you go on either a local venture or a longer road 

trip.  Time for recreation and relaxation is a necessity wherever and 

however you might choose to do that. 

The temperatures are rising here as they do this time of year.  

Doing work in the yard may not be as easy during the heat of the day and 

so we need to take our time in doing so.  Rainfall usually decreases and 

just staying cool might be your top priority.  The Fourth of July is in the 

middle of the week this year instead of on a weekend, so for many it 

might just be a time for cramming as much as possible into that one day 

off.  Maybe you will enjoy grilling out and taking in a fireworks display, 

or putting on your own fireworks display to celebrate our nation and the 

freedoms we enjoy as citizens of these United States.  If you do that just 

be careful, as there is power in those small cartridges with fuses. 

The Fourth of July reminds me of those firework displays over 

the years.  The one on our riverfront here in Little Rock is a very good 

one.  Wherever they are held they are powerful displays of sound and 

light.  I remember from my childhood sitting out in the side yard on the 

Fourth waiting for the annual fireworks display at the local drive-in 

theater less than a mile from our house.  The sound and light show would 

take place between the early showing and the late movie.  As a child it 

was a big deal, though by today’s standards it was probably pretty 

insignificant.  One year we visited Paula’s grandmother in St. Charles, 

Missouri and we took our places on the top level of a parking garage to 

watch the display over the river.  It was impressive, though it lasted less 

than a minute as the entire display went off at one time. 



So as I was thinking about the Fourth I started thinking about the 

words of St. Paul regarding another powerful display, the display of 

God’s love for His people.  That powerful display is seen as His only 

Son Jesus died on the cross for our sins, preached to those who were in 

prison (His victorious descent into Hell), was resurrected by the power of 

the Father and ascended gloriously to His throne at His Father’s right 

hand.  We know this to be the Gospel, the Good News of God’s 

promised salvation fulfilled in the person and work of Jesus Christ.  St. 

Paul knows this Good News to be the power of salvation to all who 

believe. 

The word that St. Paul uses to describe the Gospel as power in 

his letter to the Romans is dunamis in the Greek.  The Gospel is God’s 

power to blow us out of our unbelief.  It is God’s power to create faith in 

our faithless hearts and keep us in the faith unto life everlasting.  The 

Gospel is the dynamite ( dynamite is derived from that Greek word 

dunamis) that God uses to impart to us the salvation that has been won 

for us, purchased for us by the blood of Jesus, so that we can be set free 

from sin, death and the power of the devil.   

So what comes to your mind when you think about the Fourth of 

July.  Picnics!  A day at the lake or the neighborhood pool!  A family 

reunion!  Working in the yard during the day and grilling out with 

friends in the evening!  Fireworks!  We use the Fourth to observe many 

of these things as we celebrate the freedoms that we have as Americans.  

At the same time the Fourth is a great time to be thankful to God for 

granting us the personal freedoms that we have as citizens of the United 

States.  As Christians living in this nation it is also a great time to thank 

God for the freedoms that we have through Jesus Christ, the salvation 

that He has freely provided for us.  He has delivered us from the 

kingdom of darkness and transported us to His kingdom of light.   

The Holy Spirit uses the Gospel in all its power to bring us to 

faith in the person and work of Jesus.  It is that Gospel which provides 

for us rest in the Lord and re-creation in Him to be His special redeemed 

people.            

On this Fourth when we take pride in the flag and rejoice in the 

liberties that it represents let us also say with St. Paul, For I am not 

ashamed of the Gospel, for it is the power (the dynamite) of God for 

salvation to everyone who believes…For in it the righteousness of God is 

revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, ‘The righteous shall live by 

faith.’”   Have a blessed Fourth and a safe rest of the summer! 

Pastor Walter 



“Lutheran Hymnody in America: Part 2” 
 
Greetings in Christ! 
 
I hope that everyone has had an enjoyable beginning of 
summer! I have been in Wisconsin for just about three weeks 
to continue work on a master’s degree, so things have been 
very busy. I sincerely appreciate being able to continue my 
education for this month, and I look forward to returning to 
Little Rock in a few weeks to gear up for VBS and the fall! 
 
In last month’s article, we touched on the early stages of the 
spread of Lutheranism and Lutheran hymnody from Germany 
to other places, specifically America. When it comes to the 
history of Lutheran hymnody in America, we find that its first 
instances were led by Danish, Dutch and Swedish immigrants, 
though they were not as large in number as the German 
immigrants, who began arriving in the first half of the 
eighteenth century. 
 
By the mid-1700s, there were Lutheran congregations mainly 
in New York and also New Jersey. Most of these Germans came 
from the Palatinate region (southwestern Germany). The most 
astounding rate of growth in German immigrants was seen in 
Pennsylvania, where the Lutheran population grew to 60,000 
by 1750.  
 
The hymnody that was brought by these immigrants was 
mainly in the vein of post-Reformation developments in 
Germany, where objective hymns (non-personal) of the early 
years were displaced by the more personal hymns of Pietism. 
Today, we have hymns from both of these eras within our 
hymnal, but at this time, the hymnody of Pietism had displaced 
the earlier hymns. 
 
The first Lutheran hymnal produced for Lutherans in America 
is the Erbauliche Liedersammlung (1786), largely the product 
of Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, the “Father of American 



Lutheranism.” Muhlenberg desired to ease confusion in 
worship, which was brought on by the large variety of hymnals 
brought from Europe. One book would bring a sense of unity to 
the people in a new land. This hymnal retained much of the 
music of the Reformation (recall the word Kernlieder), though 
it also included a large section of the hymns of Pietism. 
Additionally, the hymns were not written in the vigorous 
rhythm and melody of the Reformation, but instead held to a 
more solemn or devotional attitude. Muhlenberg also 
sometimes selected more familiar English melodies to fit 
Lutheran texts, in order to make them more accessible.  
 
During this time, the transition to English from German began 
among many immigrants. This led to questions regarding the 
translation of hymns and whether they would remain 
desirable.1 These questions have continued to the present! 
Next month, we will look at the effects Rationalism and 
Revivalism had upon Lutheran hymnody, and the movement to 
a more confessional hymnody.  
 
In His Service, 
 
Charlie Russell, Director of Parish Music 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                           
1
 Carl F. Schalk, “The Roots of Lutheran Hymnody in America” in Singing the 

Church’s Song: Essays and Occasional Writings on Church Music 

(Minneapolis: Lutheran University Press, 2015), 160-164. 



THOSE WHO SERVE in JULY 

 
ACOLYTE SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Worship Services – Bowman Stein 

10:45 a.m. Worship Services – Kyla Wilbert 

 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 

July 1
st
 – 10:45 Service – Jonathan Cline 

July 8
th

 – 8:15 Service – Richard Sanders  

July 15
th

 – 10:45 Service – Tim Sweeney 

July 22
nd

 – 8:15 Service – Gary Proud 

July 29
th

 – 8:15 Service – Gervais LeBlanc 

 
 USHERS’ SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Services – Tommy Borchert, Chuck Fandrei, 

 Jim Marvin, Paul Nichols, Carter Stein    

10:45 a.m. Services – Paul Krueger, Gervais LeBlanc 

Jeff Ralston, Ken Ross 

 
CANTORS’ SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Worship Services – Paula Walter 

10:45 a.m. Worship Services – Ron Krueger 

 
GREETERS’ SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Worship – Judy Borchert  

10:45 a.m. Worship – Ginny Ralston 

 
ALTAR GUILD SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Services – Bev Sanders 

10:45 a.m. Services – Russlynn Krueger  
Wednesday Mid-Week Services – Suzanne Raddle, Wilma Richter  

 

If you are unable to serve please ask someone to fill in for you  

and then call the church office. 

 



 

There will not be a Mid-Week Service  

 on July 25
th

,  

the Wednesday evening  

of  

Vacation Bible School 

 

 

 

 
STEWARDSHIP BUDGET RE-CAP 

2018 budget totals $560,751 
which is an average weekly 

General Fund contribution requirement of $10,784 
 

 Budget needs through June 24  $269,600 
Actual expenses through June 24          $264,854 
 
Contributions to General Fund from all sources $230,454* 
Average weekly contribution through June 24                $9218 
 
In summary, General Fund giving for the year is $ 34,400 less than 
actual expenses.  
 
Non-budget giving to designated funds through June 24 $16,444 
 
*These contributions include a monthly payment from ECDC to help 
offset expenses. They  also include some memorials and honorariums 
which are not designated to specific funds. 

 

 



GRACE FAMILY NEWS AND NOTES 
 

 

CONGRATULATIONS AND GOD’S BLESSINGS… 

CONGRATULATIONS to John and Megan Calvillo on the birth of 

their son, Judah Simon Calvillo, on Sunday, June 17
th

.  Judah’s 

brother and sisters are Jonas, Avery and Afton Calvillo and his 

grandparents are John and Debbie Whittington and Simon and Jean 

Calvillo.   
 
 

HOLY BAPTISM…  

HOLY BAPTISM – On Sunday, June 3
rd

, Etta Jane Witte, daughter 

of David and Megan Witte, was received into God’s Kingdom of 

Grace through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism.  Her sponsors are 

Alisa Coffey and John and Amanda Helberg.  Etta has three 

brothers Milo, Ike and Ames.      
 

HOLY BAPTISM – On Sunday, June 24
th

, Judah Simon Calvillo, 

son of John and Megan Calvillo, was received into God’s 

Kingdom of Grace through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism. 

Judah’s sponsor is Haley Whittington. Congratulations and God’s 

Blessings to the Calvillo family.     
 
 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY… 

OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY to the family of Eldon Schulz, who 

died Saturday, June 2
nd

. His funeral service was here at Grace on 

Tuesday, June 5
th

, with Pastor Walter officiating.  Eldon is 

survived by his wife Margaret and daughters Kestin and her 

husband John Christie, and Kari Schulz.  Please remember 

Margaret, Kestin and John, Kari and their family in your thoughts 

and prayers. 
 

OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY to the family of Charles L. Kies, II, 

who died on June 23
rd

.  His graveside service was at Pinecrest 

Memorial Park in Saline County on June 27
th

 with Pastor Walter 

officiating.  Please remember the Kies family and friends in your 

thoughts and prayers. 



 
FELLOWSHIP CLUB 

 
The Fellowship Club WILL NOT MEET this month.  We’re 

taking a break in June and July!!  The Fellowship Cookout with 

Pastor will be in August.  Watch for more information in the 

August Newsletter.   

 

Call the church office for more information. 

 

 

 
NOON DEVOTIONS WITH PASTOR 

 
Noon Devotions with Pastor is Thursday, July 12

th
, at 12:00 

noon in Parker Hall.  Bring a sandwich and join us as Pastor 

Walter leads us in a Bible study.  Drinks, chips, and dessert are 

provided. 
 

 

 

RIDERS AND DRIVERS 
 

It has come to the attention of our Board of Elders that there are some 

church members that would like to attend services but do not because 

they do not drive.  We would like to know the full scope of this and are 

asking that if you are someone, or know of someone who is not attending 

for this reason, please inform us by sending an email to Rich Sanders at 

rdspubl@gmail.com or you can call at 501-425-8810.  We already have 

some members who are coming to services with the help of others and 

we very much appreciate those who are assisting as drivers.  Also, if you 

would like to help by serving as a driver please contact Rich as well.  If 

we are notified of someone could use a ride, and is not too far out of your 

way, perhaps you’d be able to help out. 
 

Thank you, 

Grace Lutheran Board of Elders 

 

mailto:rdspubl@gmail.com


 

 

 
 

 

Splash Canyon VBS 
July 22-26 

5:30-8:00 pm 
 

Registration is now OPEN for VBS! Registration forms are on the bridge so 

please sign up today. Completed forms can be returned to Diane, Catherine 

or the office. We are excited to share five Bible accounts with the children of 

Grace and their friends in which our faithful God keeps His promises to be 

with us and give us life and hope through Jesus, our Savior. 

 

If you signed up to donate an item or two for our suppers, please place them 

in the bin on the bridge. If they are perishable items, please speak to Gina or 

Catherine about where and when to bring these items. Thank you! 

 

Finally, we have many wonderful volunteers signed up and ready to go but 

we can always use more! Please see Catherine if you are able to help with 

decorating and set up on Saturday, July 21 or take down on Thursday, July 

26 around 8:30 pm.  

 

This year, the children of VBS will be supporting the Ronald McDonald 

House as our local mission project. We would love for the congregation to 

take part in this new toy collection. More details will follow regarding the 

types of toys they are in need of. Thank you!   



 
SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE  

 

Volunteers Needed to Serve 
 
 

  COFFEE HOST SIGN UP – Please take a minute and sign 

  up for the Sunday on which you wish to serve.  The sign-up  

  sheet is on the bulletin board by the Parlor.  
 

  
 The schedule for July, 2018 is: 

 

  July 1
st
           Sherry Clawitter 

  

  July 8
th

   _____________________________ 

 

  July 15
th

    
 
    Jim and Judy Keppel 

 

  July 22
nd

          VBS Kickoff – Board of Christian Ed 

  

  July 29
th

         . _____________________________ 

 

The schedule for June, 2018 is: 

 

  Aug. 5
th

        ____________________________ 

  

  Aug 12
th

       ____________________________ 

 

  Aug. 19
th

  
 
    ____________________________ 

  

  June 24
th

   ____________________________ 

 

Thanks!  We appreciate you serving!! 

 



BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND GOD'S BLESSINGS to  
Grace Family Members in the month of July: 
 

    3- Jack Funk, Ryan Giese 

    4 - Robert Richter  

    5 - Claude Riggin, Jim Robinson 

    7 - Monta Krasts, Anna Kate Manchester, Jack Manchester,    

    9 - Kristin St. Clair 

  10 - Chuck Fandrei, David Holzhauer, Jon Lindemann  

  12 - Jan Grant, Sandy Lindemann, 

  13 - Amelia Schluterman  

  14 - Charlotte Johnson  

  15 - Hannah Hardman, John Ralston 

  16 - Lucia Jones 

  17 - Avery Jo Calvillo, Sarah Johnson, Shirley Rieve 

  18 - Nancy Wade 

  19 - Jim Marvin, Charlie Buchanan 

  20 - Kara Mainard  

  22 - Tim Loyd, Betty Schonert, Ann Stoker 

  23 - Jennifer Found 

  25 - Caleb Stein, Paula Walter 

  26 – Elinor Galladay, Hannah McIntyre 

  27 - Evelyn Chotkowski, Alisa Coffey, Jennifer Hammond, 

         Tim Sweeney 

  29 - Ben Bischof, Jim Keppel, Ronald Krueger, Amelia Saco 

  31 - Susie Barlow, Dorris Deislinger 
 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY to these couples in July: 
 

    3 - Charlotte and Stacy Johnson  

    8 - Lisa and Steve Gertsch 

  22 - Jennifer and Michael Morrison 

  24 - Mary Kathryn and Charles Stein 

  25 – Beth and Steven Goodrich 

 27 - Linda and Claude Riggin 

  31 - Donna and Robert Middaugh 
We apologize if we have missed your birthday or anniversary; please let us know in the 

church office so we can update our records. Thank you!! 



 
BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES AT GRACE 

 

Our nursery, downstairs in the church, is also available to take care 

of the infants and toddlers on Sunday morning not only during 

both Worship Services but also during Sunday School and Bible 

Class time.  Mary Ann Dyer is our nursery attendant.  
 

 

 

 
ADULT BIBLE CLASS – Pastor Walter’s class meets each Sunday at 

9:45 a.m. upstairs in the Family Life Center of Parker Hall.  This 

month Pastor Walter will continue with a study of St. Peter’s 

Epistles.       

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES for children ages 3 through 6
th

 grade 

are held in the lower level of the Family Life Center. Parents are 

invited to join us for the opening service at 9:45 each Sunday.  If 

you have questions, contact Colleen Moorman for more 

information.   

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH - Their class meets at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday 

in their classroom downstairs in the church.  Joel Junkans leads the 

class each Sunday.   

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH - Their class meets each Sunday at 9:45 

a.m. in their classroom downstairs in the church.  Dave Roberts  

will lead the class each Sunday. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY class meets each Wednesday morning 

at 6:30 a.m. in the Parlor here at Grace.  Pastor Walter leads 

this Bible Study each week. 

 



ECDC News & Notes . . 

. 
Summer is really flying by!  Must be all the fun we are 

having.  Throughout the week we are playing and learning all sorts of 
things; and we’re finding lots of opportunities to do some type of water 
activity helping us stay cool.  
 
July finds us learning about the United States, places around the world, 
vacations, and camping.  And it wouldn’t be July without our annual 
cook-out – hot dogs and s’mores on the barbee – always a hit with the 
kids and the staff!  During Jesus time we will be learning about the life 
of God’s servant Moses, the Ten Commandments, and some of the 
journeys found in the Bible – you know traveling through the dessert, 
ten lepers on the road, Jonah going to Nineveh in a round about way, 
wise men following a star, Mary and Joseph going to Bethlehem, Jesus 
riding into Jerusalem, our journey to heaven– you get the idea!  Plus, it’s 
VBS time – so we’ll be rocking with that! 
 
Please allow me just a little reminiscing – July 1st twenty-two years ago 
(can you believe it?) God led me back to Grace Lutheran with a ministry 
in mind.  And, what a blessing it has been to be a part of such an active, 
vibrant, supportive congregation, and child-care program.  ECDC has 
grown and thrived because of YOU.  We have ministered to more than 
one thousand children and their families, and staff! Our God is an 
Awesome God! The children and staff of ECDC are most blessed and 
fortunate to be associated with such a supportive and proactive 
congregation!  Each of YOU is truly and integral part of this weekday 
ministry! 
 
Now looking to the future – God continues to daily provide blessings 
and challenges for our congregation, our child-care program and our 
lives. I pray everyone in our congregation takes time to thank Him for 
His daily blessings to us personally and collectively, and being thanking 
to Him for His grace and mercy as He is by our side as we face our 
challenges – especially us continuing to be a vital part of sharing the 
Gospel in Little Rock!  What a blessed challenge!  
 
See ya again next month, until then— 



God’s continued blessings to each of you —           Colleen 
 


