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“Our Father” 
 Jesus said, “And when you pray, do not heap up empty 

phrases as the Gentiles do, for they think they will be heard for their 

many words.  Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you 

need before you ask Him.  Pray then like this: Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed by Your name.”  (Matthew 6:7-9) 

 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we 

should be called children of God; and so we are.  (1 John 3:1) 

 In Luther’s explanation of the Introduction to the Lord’s 

Prayer which is “Our Father, Who Art In Heaven,” he explains that 

with these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true 

Father and that we are His true children, so that with all boldness 

and confidence we may ask Him as dear children ask their dear 

father.  One point that Holy Scripture drives home to us is that God 

our heavenly Father knows our needs and always has time to hear our 

prayers.  He always answers them.  Don’t think that because you 

received something that you prayer for is the only time that He 

answers your prayers.  He may not always answer them the way we 

want Him to, but we should expect that, because we have also learned 

discipline from our earthly fathers.  I also know that for some, earthly 

fathers have not been the providers they are called to be for their 

families and even if they are they do not do so perfectly.  Living in a 

broken world we may all have different perceptions about what the 
term “father” means in our lives. 

 Since I am a father I know that there are times that I have 

been stretched pretty thin just taking care of the things that I have to 

make sure get done and see the people that I need to see.  That can be 

stressful from time to time.  Patience is a gift and I can always use 

more.  For earthly fathers it is easy for us to say “we can do that later” 

or, “no, I can’t do that right now,” or “sorry I can’t be there this 

time,” or “I am sorry I forgot,” rather than taking the time to honor a 



 

 

request when it comes or follow through on a promise that was made.  

As fathers, we must confess our shortcomings even as we need to be 

forgiving of our children while hoping that they have learned how 

important it is for them to be forgiving of us when we fall short of 

their expectations. 

 One thing is for sure, time is a fleeting commodity and I have 

not always made the best use of my time, nor can I go back and 

redeem some of the time that I have lost.  As it is now I appreciate 

what little time I am able to be with my children and their spouses as 

well as my grandchildren.  Paula would be quick to add that it is 

certainly not enough, especially since they all live in other cities.  

Looking back I regret that as I got older I didn’t spend as much time 

with my grandparents as I should have.  Mother’s parents were in the 

same town and I would see them at church every Sunday, but when I 

started driving and working I didn’t go by their house as often as I 

should have.  Dad’s parents lived almost 500 miles away and visiting 

them was usually a once or twice a year treat. 

 With this month we celebrate another Father’s Day on June 

17th.  This will be the first year that my father is not here for Father’s 

Day and so I won’t be going to Paducah for a short visit around this 

time of year and in August when it was his birthday.  This past 

Mother’s Day was the fifteenth that my mother has not been with us 

in order that we might give her special greetings on that day that is set 
aside to honor mothers. 

 To all of our fathers of Grace, I pray that you have a Happy 

Father’s Day.  I have noted before that when I grew up I probably did 

not pay as close attention to my father as I should have.  I think it is 

because I was confident that he could take care of whatever I needed 

taken care of, so I didn’t take as much time as I should have to watch 

and learn from what he did.  That is a realization that I think we all 

come to at some point in our lives.  I don’t take for granted anymore 

that he loved me and my brothers and always had a desire to make 

sure we had what we needed to have as he was able to provide.  I 

probably should have said thank you more often, though I know that 

anything he did for us was not done for that reason.  I do miss not 

being able to call him even though most of our conversations were 

usually about the same things. 



 

 

 I will always remember our time together at the last game of 

the 2006 World Series.  Actually our tickets were for the fourth game 

to be played on a Wednesday, but it was rained out and rescheduled 

for Friday, which was an open date.  We drove to Paducah that 

Thursday and returned to St. Louis on Friday and what a treat it was 

for me to see the Cardinals win that game and the Series with Dad.  

He taught me the game, coached our Little League teams and I 

learned to listen to the Cardinals on the radio with him in the car and 

at home!  The other amazing thing about that Series was that we 

showed up on the FOX broadcast five or six times, because a group of 

young people sitting next to us had some great signs that caught the 

attention of the cameramen.  I got the DVD collection of that Series 

and it is fun to look back to see us there!  Bobby and Lydia Bemberg 

were also at that game! 

 St. John reminds us of the greatness of the love that our 

heavenly Father has given to us.  One translation says, “lavished on 

us.”  He has made us His children by His grace.  He gave His only 

Son into death so that we might have forgiveness of sins and life 

everlasting.  Those are certainly lavish gifts and when you think that 

we are undeserving, it makes them ever more lavish. 

 Certainly He is deserving of our thanks and praise.  I am not 

really sure why we celebrate Mother’s Day and Father’s Day on 

Sunday, but if I were just guessing it might have something to do with 

ultimately who we need to be thanking for giving us our parents and 

what all that means for us as children of God the Father.  For Moms 

and Dads it has never been about the gift that they receive on those 

special days, it has always been about the thought that went into what 

was handmade or store bought. 

 For our Father, who art in heaven, don’t you think it is the 

same?  Don’t you think that He is pleased in knowing that we are 

thinking about Him and thankful to Him for all of the gifts that He 

gives to us, especially the love that He has lavished upon us?  I know 

how you can show Him your thankfulness!  That is why we call 

Sunday the Lord’s Day. 

 

Pastor Walter 



 

 

Mid-South District Convention 
 

 The Mid-South District Convention will be held in Memphis, 
Tennessee, June 28th – 30th.  Every three years our District, which is 
composed of congregations in Arkansas, Tennessee and Western 
Kentucky, gather to worship, hear reports, elect officers and take 
care of other District Business.  This year’s convention theme is “The 
Lord Is My Rock, My Fortress, My Salvation!” which is taken from 
Psalm 18:2.  First Vice-President of The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod, The Rev. Dr. Herbert C. Mueller, Jr. will be synod’s 
representative at our convention. 

 The synod uses a three year cycle for its meetings.  One year 
the Circuits (our circuit is the Little Rock South Circuit) can meet in 
convocation.  The next year the Districts must meet in convention 
and the following year the entire synod must meet for convention.  
At the District convention each congregation is represented by a lay-
delegate and a pastoral delegate.  (There are exceptions if 
congregations are considered dual parishes, two or more parishes 
served by one pastor.  The same holds true for congregations who 
have more than one pastor.  Only one pastor may serve as a voting 
delegate while any other pastors in that congregation are considered 
advisory.  Mr. Jim Robinson is the lay-delegate for Grace at this 
year’s convention. 

 For every District convention an offering is collected at the 
local congregations so that their delegates may bring them to the 
Opening Service which is held at Christ the King in Memphis.  
Included in this newsletter is information concerning this year’s 
special offering that we will collect here at Grace on Sunday, June 
3rd.  Please prayerfully consider a special gift which will be gathered 
after each Service through a door offering.  You can make the checks 
payable to “Grace Lutheran Church” and put on the memo line or on 
a plain white envelope, “Convention Offering.”  If you are unable to 
be here the 3rd, you can mail a gift to the church or bring it and put it 
in the offering plate any Sunday in June. Please remember this 
special time in your prayers. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

“Lutheran Hymnody in America: Part 1” 
 
“I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praise to my 
God while I have being.” – Psalm 104:33 
 
Greetings in Christ! 
 
As I began to think about what to write for this month’s newsletter, I 
thought back to when I was in Confirmation class. One day, we were 
given a sheet of paper with a circular pie-chart diagram of the church 
year on it. Each of the festivals and seasons were sized according to 
how long they were, and were filled with their respective liturgical 
colors. The biggest section by far was colored green, titled “Season 
after Pentecost.” 
 
Holy Trinity Sunday, which we celebrated this past week, marks our 
transition to the non-festival part of the church year. We are now 
entering the Season after Pentecost (the “green season”), which will 
continue until the fall! While there are plenty of wonderful hymns 
which we will sing over these next few months that would make for 
great studies, I thought this would be a good opportunity to share 
something different from my usual articles. So, for the next few 
months, I will be sharing with you some of the history of Lutheran 
hymnody in America, drawing mainly from Dr. Carl Schalk’s writings 
on the subject.1 
 
The Geistliche Lieder (1545), otherwise known as the “Babst 
hymnal,” has been described as the “finest hymnal of the 
Reformation period.” It included 129 hymns, with clear division 
between liturgical and devotional hymns. This hymnal represented 
the different sources from which the Lutheran Chorale was 
developed, including chants of the Catholic Church and newly-
written hymns. Additionally, it to consensus regarding a core of 
Lutheran hymnody considered normative (kernlieder). This 
collection of hymns spread throughout the parts of Europe where 

                                                           
1
 Carl F. Schalk, God’s Song in a New Land (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing 

House, 1995), 21-37. 



 

 

Lutheranism took hold, including Scandinavia and some countries in 
Eastern Europe. 
 
Probably the earliest evidence of Lutheran hymnody in North 
America is found in 1619. Danish explorer Jens Munck had sailed to 
find a northern route to East India- the well-known “Northwest 
Passage.” A settlement was established on the western shore of 
Hudson’s Bay (in modern-day Canada), a year before the Mayflower 
left England to bring English settlers to North America. Munck’s 
expedition included a pastor who conducted services, where 
presumably hymn singing took place. These hymns were most likely 
taken from Den danske Psalmebog (1569), which contained 
translations from German collections. This settlement, however, did 
not last more than a year. 
 
The seventeenth century brought two more groups of Lutherans to 
America. In 1623, a group of Dutch settlers arrived near what is now 
Albany, New York, followed by a similar group in 1625 which settled 
on Manhattan Island. While encountering difficulties in holding 
services (Dutch officials were Calvinist or Reformed), the group 
eventually gained greater freedom as the English conquered New 
Amsterdam, which was re-named New York. The other group 
consisted of Swedish Lutherans who established a settlement near 
modern-day Wilmington, Delaware in 1638. A Swedish Psalm-book 
of 1614 was used, which included hymns such as Luther’s setting of 
the creed. The Swedes notably kept their liturgical tradition while 
most other groups sang only Psalms. 
 
Next month’s article will move from these early groups to the 
German Lutheran immigrants, where we will further see the 
development of Lutheran hymnody in America. May we always 
remember that as we sing the hymns of the Church, we unite our 
voices with those around the world and who have gone before us in 
praise of the Lord! 
 
In His Service, 
 
Charlie Russell, Director of Parish Music 

 



 

 

THOSE WHO SERVE in JUNE 
 

ACOLYTE SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Worship Services – Emma Schnackenberg 

10:45 a.m. Worship Service – Isaac Goodrich 

 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 

June 3
rd

 – 10:45 Service – Tim Sweeney 

June 10
th

 – 8:15 Service – Claude Riggin 

June 17
th

 – 10:45 Service – Gervais LeBlanc 

June 24
th

 – 8:15 Service – Gary Proud 

 
 USHERS’ SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Worship Services – Robert Wilimzig’s team 

Raymond Harrill, Robert Jones, Robert Nichols, Richard Sanders  

10:45 a.m. Worship Services – Tim Sweeney’s team 

Shaun Baker, Ron Krueger, Greg Warren 

 
CANTORS’ SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Worship Services – Robert Wilimzig 

10:45 a.m. Worship Services – Suzanne Lambert 

 
GREETERS’ SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Worship Services – Debbie Penny 

10:45 a.m. Worship – The Baker Family 

 
ALTAR GUILD SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Services –Sheila Wilimzig 

10:45 a.m. Services – The Cline Family 
Wednesday Mid-Week Services – Suzanne Raddle, Wilma Richter 

 
If you are unable to serve please ask someone to fill in for you  

and then call the church office. 



 

 

GRACE FAMILY NEWS AND NOTES 
 
WELCOME - Congratulations to our 2018 Confirmands:  

 

 
 
Pictured above are our 2018 confirmands: James Junkans and 

Morgan Yovanovich with Pastor Walter.  They were confirmed on 

Sunday, May 20
th

.  We welcome them as communicant members 

of our Grace Congregation. 

 
NEW MEMBER…  

WELCOME – On May 6
th

 Georg Edward Gallarno was received 

into communicant membership in our Grace congregation by Adult 

Confirmation.  Please welcome Edward to our Grace family.   
 

WELCOME – On May 27
th, Mr. James Tyhurst was received into 

membership as he transferred his membership to Grace from 

Friends in Christ Lutheran Church in Bryant, Arkansas.  Please 

welcome James to our Grace Family.  



 

 

HOLY BAPTISM…  

HOLY BAPTISM – On Sunday, May 13
th

, Evelyn Reece Hardman, 

daughter of Joshua and Suzanne Lindemann Hardman, was 

received into God’s Kingdom of Grace through the Sacrament of 

Holy Baptism. Evelyn’s grandparents are Jon and Sandy 

Lindemann and her sponsors are Jason and Courtney Sutterfield. . 

 
CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY… 

OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY to the family of Neil VanAgtmael, 

father of Linnea Weed, who died May 18
th

 in Fremont, Michigan.  

Please remember Tommy, Linnea, Sydney and their family in your 

thoughts and prayers. 
 

OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY to the family of Betty Schirmer, 

mother of Becky Ross, who died April 26
th

 in Nebraska.  Please 

remember Becky and Ken and their family in your thoughts and 

prayers. 
 

OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY to the family of Wes Roberts, 

father of Dave Roberts, who died, April 29
th

, in Florida. Mr. 

Roberts is the grandfather of Alex Roberts.   Please remember 

Dave, Diane and Alex and their family in your thoughts and 

prayers. 
    

OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY to the family of Ruth Pfawn, 

mother of Janet Killough, who died in Little Rock on April 30
th

. 

Funeral arrangements were in California.  Please remember Janet 

and her family in your thoughts and prayers. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS AND GOD’S BLESSINGS… 

CONGRATULATIONS for the gift of a daughter, Etta Jane Witte, 

born to Megan and David Witte on Friday, May 18
th.

   Etta has 

three brothers Milo, Ike and Ames.  Congratulations and God’s 

Blessings to the Witte family. 

 



 

 

CONGRATULATIONS for the gift of a son, Alexander Ignacio 

Cuevas, born to Melissa Nichols Cuevas and José Ignacio Cuevas 

on Wednesday, May 16
th

, in Pensacola, Florida. Alexander is the 

grandson of Paul Nichols.  Congratulations and God’s Blessings. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS AND GOD’S BLESSINGS to Bill Jones as 

he celebrated his 100
th

 birthday on May 29
th

.  His family is hosting 

a Birthday Celebration this Sunday, June 3
rd

, from 2:00 to 3:30 

p.m. here at Grace in Parker Hall.   His Grace family and friends 

are invited to join in the celebration of Bill’s 100
th

 birthday.   

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP BUDGET RE-CAP 

2018 budget totals $560,751  
which is an average weekly 

General Fund contribution requirement of $10,784 
 

 Budget needs through May 27   $226,464 
Actual expenses through May 27  $224,298 
 
Contributions to General Fund from all sources $200,373* 
Average weekly contribution through May 27                       $9542 
 
In summary, General Fund giving for the year is $ 23,925 less than 
actual expenses.  
 
Non-budget giving to designated funds through May 27 $11,981 
 
*These contributions include a monthly payment from ECDC to help 
offset expenses.They  also include some memorials and honorariums 
which are not designated to specific funds. 

 

 



 

 

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES!! 
 

High School Graduates  

Maxwell Baker – Graduated from Little Rock Central High 

School and plans to attend University of Arkansas at Little Rock 

and study nursing.  His long-term goal is to be a Licensed 

Practical Nurse.  Maxwell earned a music scholarship if he elects 

to study a minor in Music. 
 

Kaylee Hammond - Graduated from Little Rock Central High 

School and plans to attend the University of Arkansas at 

Fayetteville in the fall 
 

Kiera Klein - Graduated from Cabot High School with a 4.259. 

She wore a gold stole for high honors, cords for Mu Alpha Theta, 

National Honor Society and band along with a medal for the 

Governor's Award for Musical Excellence, a medal for making 

All State Band and an Academic Medallion. Kiera will attend 

Arkansas Tech University with a double major in music and a yet 

to be determined area. She received scholarships for their Honors 

College, University Scholarship, and a Band Fellowship.  
 

Abby Litwa – Graduated from Parkview High School. 
 

Garett Yovanovich - Graduated from Cabot High School and 

received a Presidential scholarship.  He will be attending Texas 

Tech at Lubbock in the fall with studies in the Department of 

Geosciences. 

 

College Students  

Sarah Johnson – Graduated from Rhodes College in Memphis 

with a Bachelor of Arts in Music.  She has been accepted in the 

Lutheran Young Adult Corps as a mission intern to assist with 

campus ministry at First Lutheran Church in Boston, 

Massachusetts. 



 

 

Nick Worden – Graduated from the University of Arkansas – 

Fayetteville with a Bachelor of Business Administration with a 

major in Finance and minor in Supply Chain Management.  He 

has accepted a position as a Business Analyst at FIS Global in 

Little Rock. 

 

College Students – Master Degrees  

Jennifer Hammond – Graduated with honors from the University 

of Arkansas at Little Rock with a Master’s Degree in Social 

Work. 

 

Christina Junkans – Graduated with honors from the University 

of Central Arkansas in Conway with a Master of Science in 

Applied Mathematics. 

 

 

FELLOWSHIP CLUB 

The Fellowship Club WILL NOT MEET this month.  We’re 

taking a break in June!!  Call the church office for more 

information. 
 

 

 
 

 

NOON DEVOTIONS WITH PASTOR 

Noon Devotions with Pastor WILL NOT MEET this month.  

We’re taking a break in June!!  Call the church office for more 

information. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE  

 

Volunteers Needed to Serve 
 
 

  COFFEE HOST SIGN UP – Please take a minute and sign 

  up for the Sunday on which you wish to serve.  The sign-up  

  sheet is on the bulletin board by the Parlor.  
 

 The schedule for June, 2018 is: 

 

  June 3
rd

      Board of Parish Fellowship 

  

  June 10
th

      ____________________________ 

 

  June 17
th

 
 

    Joan Ann and Ralph Olsen 

  

  June 24
th

   VBS Committee 

 
 The schedule for July, 2018 is: 

 

  July 1
st
           _____________________________ 

  

  July 8
th

   _____________________________ 

 

  July 15
th

    
 
    _____________________________ 

 

  July 22
nd

          _____________________________ 

   

  July 29
th

         _____________________________ 

Thanks!  We appreciate you serving!! 

 
 



 

 

 
BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES AT GRACE 

 

Our nursery, downstairs in the church, is also available to take care 

of the infants and toddlers on Sunday morning not only during 

both Worship Services but also during Sunday School and Bible 

Class time.  Mary Ann Dyer is our nursery attendant.  
 

 

 

 
ADULT BIBLE CLASS – Pastor Walter’s class meets each Sunday at 

9:45 a.m. upstairs in the Family Life Center of Parker Hall.  This 

month Pastor Walter will continue with a study of St. Peter’s 

Epistles.       

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES for children ages 3 through 6
th

 grade 

are held in the lower level of the Family Life Center. Parents are 

invited to join us for the opening service at 9:45 each Sunday.  If 

you have questions, contact Colleen Moorman for more 

information.   

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH - Their class meets at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday 

in their classroom downstairs in the church.  Joel Junkans leads the 

class each Sunday.   

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH - Their class meets each Sunday at 9:45 

a.m. in their classroom downstairs in the church.  Dave Roberts  

will lead the class each Sunday. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY class meets each Wednesday morning 

at 6:30 a.m. in the Parlor here at Grace.  Pastor Walter leads 

this Bible Study each week. 

 



 

 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND GOD'S BLESSINGS to … 

  1 - Pat Funk, Steve Gertsch, Pastor Paul Jilg 

  2 - Danielle Wilbert    

  3 - Jacob Ralston 

  7 - Janet Pulliam, 

  8 - Paul Krueger, Laine Krueger 

  9 - Emma Eustice 

10 - Brad Schnackenberg, Tommy Weed 

11 - Hunter Goodwin, Jr.  

12 - Jim Wade 

13 - Zachary Arnold 

15 - Sydney Weed Smith 

16 - Mason Andrews  

18 - Judy Borchert  

19 - Mikayla DeAnda 

20 - Janie Derden 

21 - Debbie Craig, Carol Rosteck, Kaya Wilbert 
22 - Alma Carle, Carter Stein  

23 - David Roberts, Kristin Wilkins 

24 - Mildred Burgess, Lou Alice May 

25 - Rob Nichols  

27 - Gary Proud 

29 - Dave Graf 

30 - Philip Bemberg, Donna Langlais, Michael Litwa   
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY AND GOD'S BLESSINGS to … 

  1 - Ame and Roy Andrews 

  2 - Margaret and Eldon Schulz 

  5 - Amy and Randy Yovanovich 

  7 - Tina and Billy Wilkins, Jr. 

  8 - Lydia and Robert Bemberg 

11 - Cecillia and Joe Gelzine, Suzanne and Josh Hardman 

13 – Patricia and David Humphrey 

16 - Julia and Paul Malbrough, Joan Ann and Ralph Olsen  

17 - Leah and Derek Sheridan, Megan and David Witte 

18 - Anne and Rick McIntyre 

22 - Gina and Joel Junkans, Jennifer and Shawn Found  

24 - Megan and John Calvillo 

27 - Jo Hanna and Grady Worden 

30 - Amber and David Solomon 
 

We apologize if we have missed your birthday or anniversary;  

please let us know in the church office so we can update our records. Thank you!! 



 

 

 

ECDC News & Notes . . 

. 
 

As June begins, so does summer fun!  We sort of take the summer 
off so to speak and not “hit the books” so hard – but around here 
learning is always fun.  And, of course the warmer it gets the more 
creative we’ll become with all sorts of water adventures!  Whoo 
Hoo! 
 

We will still be learning though – all about summer time, the 
beach, and sea creatures.  And, what better time to include some 
of our favorite adventure-filled Old Testament Bible stories – 
Jonah and the Big Fish; Daniel in the Lion’s Den; and Three Men in 
the Fiery Furnace?  But, the real stories aren’t about the 
adventures of these men – but instead about God’s mercy shown 
Jonah, Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego!  They are 
about followers of the faith willing to risk everything for their 
belief in God. They are about God’s almighty power!  They are 
about God’s deliverance.  They are about God’s redeeming love!  
We will also be talking about a personal adventure – when we 
became God’s child in Holy Baptism.  Through water and His Word 
He calls us to be His very own, He washes us clean of our sins, and 
He gives us eternal life.  We become His disciples and teach others 
about God’s grace and His ultimate gift – our risen Lord and   
Savior – Jesus!  That’s an adventure of a lifetime! 
 

We’ll have some new friends join us this summer.  They are all 
ECDC alumni and some have younger siblings and friends who are 
here now.  It’ll be fun having more friends to share our summer 
adventures!  Plus, I’m betting a number of our ECDC friends will 
be joining us for VBS next month!  Another opportunity to have 
fun together and share God’s word! 
 

Until next month God’s continued blessings to each of you — 



 

 

           Colleen 


