
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
(Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod) 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 
November 22, 2015 

 

THE LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR 

PRAYER UPON ENTERING CHURCH 

 Gracious God and Lord, Your salvation is forever, Your righteousness alone gives me 

everlasting life.  By Your Holy Spirit’s power You will keep me blameless until the coming of my 

Lord Jesus Christ.  Keep me alert to Your will and grace and keep me steadfast in my confession of 

faith until I behold Jesus face to face.  In His holy name I pray.  Amen    

WELCOME 

Welcome to Grace!  Today is New Year’s Eve for the Church as it is the Last Sunday of the 

Church Year.  Next week we begin a New Church Year with the First Sunday in Advent.   

Grace is a family of believers dedicated to sharing the Good News of salvation in Jesus 

Christ.  We believe and confess that this is done as the Means of Grace, God’s Word and Sacraments 

are shared and administered in their truth and purity.  Living as His people we bear witness to His love 

and mercy shown to us and to all.  We recognize that others will know that we are Christians by our 

love shared in word and deed which is our response to His love for us.  If you are visiting it is our 

prayer that you will realize these things about us as God’s people gathered in this place.  We are glad 

you are here and we invite you to come and worship with us again. 
 We ask that everyone fill out an attendance registration card found at each pew and return it 

to an Usher as the Offering is collected.  Children are welcome in our Service and will be invited to 

come forward for a Children’s Message.  Parents may accompany them if they wish.  We have a 

staffed nursery facility for infants and toddlers located downstairs in this building for anyone who has 

need. Restroom facilities are located downstairs as well as on this floor level across the bridge before 

entering the fellowship hall.  If you have any questions, please speak with an usher or greeter. 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 Holy Communion will be celebrated in our 8:15 Service today.  In this sacrament we receive 

Christ’s very body and blood for the forgiveness of sins.  Those who are not members of Grace are 

asked to speak with our Pastor before partaking of this sacrament so that the unity of faith might be 

established.  Thank you for honoring this request. 

AS WE GATHER 

 “Wake up!”  Those are usually words we hear from someone in the morning as they urge us 

to get up from a night’s rest.  They are also words that are shared with us if we appear to be walking 

through life as if we are asleep or if we have failed to recognize that something is going on in our lives 

to which we are oblivious.  In today’s Gospel reading we hear Jesus speaking about the end of time.  

Each and every generation is urged to remain faithful in light of Jesus’ promise that He will come 

again.  We must, by the power of the Holy Spirit, “be on guard” and “stay awake—for you do not 

know when the master of the house will come.”  
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THE ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

 The Altar Flowers are given today to the glory of God and the beautification of His 

House by Warren and Judy Rivers in thanks for blessing them with 57 years of marriage, 

their two daughters and two grandchildren. 
 

THOSE WHO SERVE  
 

Pastor:                                                               Rev. James C. Walter 

Guest Preacher:  Rev. Darrell C. Kobs 

Director of Parish Music:                             Nathan Beethe 

Secretary:                                                                         Pat Funk 

Early Childhood Center Director:                          Colleen Moorman 

Acolyte:              (8:15)      Ginger Litwa  

Cantor: (8:15) Joel Junkans 

Communion Assistant:  (8:15)   Robert Nichols 

Ushers:                (8:15) Tommy Borchert, Sam Cate 

  Chuck Fandrei, Paul Nichols  

Greeters:              (8:15)    Robert and Carole Nichols             

Altar Guild:        (8:15)         Pat Funk 

Acolyte:            (10:45)                    Owen McCrory                   

Cantor:               (10:45)                          Suzanne Lambert 

Ushers:              (10:45) David Faulkner, Cole Hill 

   Wes Mainard, Chris Pils  

Greeter:             (10:45)       Dawn Cline 

Altar Guild:        (10:45)                       Ken and Becky Ross  

Trumpet:  Kiera Klein 

Coffee Host:       Sandy Price  

Altar Guild:  (Wed. evening)     Suzanne Raddle and Wilma Richter 

Nursery Attendant:                                                Mary Ann Dyer 
    

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS - The appointed readings for next Sunday, November 29
th

, 

the First Sunday in Advent, are:  The Old Testament Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16 , The 

Epistle Reading: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13, and The Gospel Reading:  Luke 19:28-40. 
 

Grace Lutheran Church 

P. O. Box 250769, Little Rock, AR 72225 
 

www.gracelutheranlr.org 

Telephone Number: 501-663-3631 
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THE ORDER OF DIVINE SERVICE 
FOR  

THE LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR 
The Sunday of the Fulfillment 

 
 

 

 
Pre-Service Music Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying - John Behnke 

 
Lighting of the Chancel Candles 

 
Prelude Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying [BWV 645] - J.S. Bach 

 
Ringing of the Church Bell 

 
Opening Hymn: Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying  LSB 516 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

 
Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
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Confession of Sins 
  

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 

we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen 

 
Absolution (8:15) John 20:19–23 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

 
Declaration of Grace (10:45) John 1:12; Philippians 1:6 
 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God 

forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to 

become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who 

has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  

C Amen 
 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Ps. 39:4–5a, 7–8, 12a; antiphon: 2 Peter 3:13b NIV 
 

P We are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, 

C the home of righteousness. 

P O LORD, make me know my end and what is the measure of my days; 

C let me know how fleeting I am! 

P Behold, you have made my days a few handbreadths, 

C and my lifetime is as nothing before you. 

P And now, O Lord, for what do I wait? 

C My hope is in you. 
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P Deliver me from all my transgressions. 

C Do not make me the scorn of the fool! 

P Hear my prayer, O LORD, and give ear to my cry; 

C hold not your peace at my tears! 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P We are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, 

C the home of righteousness. 

 
Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
  

 

 

  
P Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, so govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that, ever mindful 

of Your glorious return, we may persevere in both faith and holiness of living; for You 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 

 
Sit 
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Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 51:4–6 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Gradual Rev. 7:14b; Ps. 84:5 
 

 
 

These are the ones coming out of the great tribu- | lation.* 

They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood | of the Lamb. 

Blessèd are those whose strength is | in you,* 

in whose heart are the highways to | Zion. 

 
Epistle  Jude 20–25 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse Rev. 22:13 
  

P  Alleluia. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end. 

Alleluia. 
  

 

 
 

Holy Gospel  Mark 13:24–37 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the thirteenth chapter. 
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The reading of the Holy Gospel. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

Sit 

 
Children's Message 

 
Sermon Hymn: Preserve Your Word, O Savior  LSB 658 

 
Sermon Mark 13:24–37 

“Words to Keep Us Awake” 

 
Stand 

 
Nicene Creed (8:15) 
  

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
   

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen 

 
Apostles' Creed (10:45) 
  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen 

 
Prayer of the Church 
  

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 

their needs.  

 

Each petition ends with the following:  
 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 



  

- 11 - 

The prayers conclude with the following: 

 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 

 
Sit 

 
Offering Preserve Your Word, O Savior - Randall Sensmeier 

 
Stand 

 
Offertory Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

10:45 Service continues on page 17 
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Service of the Sacrament (8:15) 

 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Proper Preface 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form of 

a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross.  Risen from the dead, 

He has freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting.  Therefore with angels 

and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 

name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
  

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 

With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing 

sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.   
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 

renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body 

and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, we pray, 

from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb 

in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 

us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 

 
The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24 
 Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.” 
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Proclamation of Christ 1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20 
 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He 

comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and 

to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your 

blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension 

into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom 

and teach us to pray: 

 
Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen 

 
Pax Domini John 20:19 
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Agnus Dei John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 
Distribution 
 

Communion Instructions:  The Pastor invites the communicants, those who are able, to kneel 

and then distributes the host which may be received into the hand or the mouth.  The Elder 

distributes the individual cups.  The communicants are asked to hold their cups until the Pastor 

says, “Take and drink.” 
 

     Hymn: What Is This Bread  LSB 629 
     Hymn: The Infant Priest Was Holy Born  LSB 624 
     Hymn: All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name  LSB 549 

 
Stand 

 
Thank the Lord 
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Post-Communion Collect 
  

P Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in 

the Holy Supper of Your Son's body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout 

our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your 

saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
 

 

 

 
Closing Hymn: Lord of Our Life  LSB 659 

 
Postlude Lord of Our Life - Michael D. Costello 

 
T     T     T 
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Service Concludes (10:45) 
 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

     as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen 

 
Closing Collect 
  

P Almighty God, grant to Your Church Your Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes down 

from above, that Your Word may not be bound but have free course and be preached to 

the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, that in steadfast faith we may serve You 

and, in the confession of Your name, abide unto the end; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 

 
Benediction 
  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord lift His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen 

 
Closing Hymn: Lord of Our Life  LSB 659 

 
Postlude Lord of Our Life - Michael D. Costello 

 
T     T     T 

 
Acknowledgments 
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THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
 

SUNDAY:   8:15 a.m. – Divine Service with Holy Communion 

    Coffee and Fellowship in the Parlor 

  9:45 a.m. – Sunday School in the lower level of Parker Hall 

  9:45 a.m. – Pastor Walter’s Bible Class upstairs in Parker Hall 

 10:45 a.m. – Divine Service  

MON - WED:    7:30 a.m. – Early Childhood Development Center 

MONDAY:  7:00 p.m.  – Voters’ meeting 

TUESDAY:                      NO 7
th

 Grade Confirmation 

  5:30 p.m. – Handbell Choir 

  6:30 p.m. – Adult Choir 

WEDNESDAY:  6:30 a.m. – Men’s Bible Study (St. Vincent’s) 

THURSDAY:  9:00 a.m. – A Service of Prayer and Thanksgiving 

                     NO 8
th

 Grade Confirmation 
  

TODAY IN SUNDAY SCHOOL, students will study “Worship in the Tabernacle.” In the 
tabernacle, God dwelled with His people, cleansing them and making them holy through 
the blood of sacrifices. In Christ, God now dwells among us, cleansing us and making us 
holy through His blood, sacrificed for us on the cross. Ask students, “Why did God direct 
the people to build the tabernacle? Where do we worship God today?” 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES for children ages 3 years through 6
th

 grade meet in the 

lower level of Parker Hall.  JUNIOR HIGH AND HIGH SCHOOL CLASSES meet in 

classrooms downstairs in the church.   
 

PASTOR WALTER’S CLASS meets upstairs in the Family Life Center in Parker Hall.  

Pastor Walter has been leading a series entitled A Man Named Martin, which examines 

the life and times of Martin Luther.  This week Pastor Kobs will lead the class in Pastor 

Walter’s absence.  
 

OUR THANKS to Rev. Darrell Kobs for leading us in worship this morning. Pastor 

Walter is recovering following surgery on Tuesday.  Pastor Kobs is a retired Pastor from 

Russellville, Arkansas where he served as Pastor at St. John’s Lutheran Church for 23 

years.  Please welcome Pastor Kobs and his wife Terri to Grace this morning. 
 

THANKSGIVING SERVICE – A Service of Prayer and Thanksgiving will be held on 

Thanksgiving Day, November 26
th

, at 9:00 a.m.  There are cards on the table at each 

entrance to the sanctuary that you can use to invite your family, friends and neighbors to 

worship with us on Thanksgiving Day. 
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY AND GOD’S BLESSINGS TO: 
Nov. 26 – Judy and Warren Rivers 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND GOD’S BLESSINGS TO: 
Nov. 23 – Bill Allaben, Nash Langlais, Florence Marvin, Matt McIntyre, Verna Rieve 

Nov. 24 – Julia Malbrough 

Nov. 25 – Randy Yovanovich  

Nov. 26 – David Jones, Emma Schnackenberg 

Nov. 28 – Terry Clawitter 
 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:  
Pastor Walter is recovering following surgery on Tuesday. 

Carol Rosteck has moved from St. Vincent Medical Center to rehab in North Little Rock. 

Penny Kalinowsky continues recovery  following cataract surgery.  

Irvin Clawitter is at Good Shepherd Nursing and Rehab, 3001 Aldersgate Road #106 

Linda Bradshaw is recovering from knee replacement surgery. 

Bob Grant is recovering following back surgery. 

Dennis Fastenau is at home and continuing his treatments. 
 

LAST WEEK’S STEWARDSHIP – Attendance: Sunday 11/15: 185 (8:15 – 106 and 

10:45 – 79). Mid-Week Service 11/18: 10. Offerings: Sunday 11/15: $12,964.50.  Mid-

Week 11/11: $60.00.   

 

7th and 8th GRADE CONFIRMATION classes will NOT MEET this week. 

 
VOTERS’ MEETING is Monday, November 23

rd
, at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  Jon 

Lindemann is the executive director. 

 

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE HOSTS – We have a couple openings in December for 

you to sign up to serve refreshments between the early service and Sunday School/Bible 

Class.  This is a great time for everyone to visit and for our visitors to get to know our 

members.  The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board by the Parlor so take a minute and 

sign up for the Sunday you can serve.  Thanks!!! 

 
CHRIST LUTHERAN SCHOOL is seeking someone who loves kids and would like to 

work part time in our extended care program, Falcon Club. The hours are 2:50-6:00 M-F. 

The pay is $8 per hour. We are also seeking someone to assume the position of Extended 

Care Director. Please contact Catherine McKnight at 663-5212 if you are interested in 

applying. You must be over 18 years of age and complete a criminal background check.  
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NOTES AND CARDS – The holidays are fast approaching, please remember our sick and 

home bound members in your prayers and send them a note or card to let them know 

we’re thinking of them and praying for them.    
 
RETIREMENT - October 2015 was my last month to call for Sunday and special-day 

greeters.  I want to thank each of you who has greeted.  Mrs. Martha Pils asked me in 

November 1984 to take over for her...30 years have certainly passed quickly!  I have 

enjoyed my monthly contact with each of you and once again a million thanks for 

"agreeing to greet!"                                         God's blessings, Dorris Deislinger 

 
THANK YOU to the incredible volunteers who made the Grace craft show possible:   

because of your time and energy, the craft show earned almost $3000 for our Seminary 

students. There will also be additional money from Thrivent.  Special thanks go to 

Natasha Graf for organizing the books, Joel Junkans for coordinating the set up, Bob 

Nichols for the sound system and music and to the committee who planned and made it 

happen- Ann Stoker, Lori Bloom, Pat Funk, Sammye Harrill, Margaret Schulz, Susan 

Mahnken and Carole Nichols. The Youth Group showed up in full force and it was 

inspiring to see how hard they worked. I also want to mention the volunteers who came 

and worked long and hard. Thank you to the Junkans, John Ketcher, Rivers, Marvins, 

Rumpfs, Andrews, Dave Schraeder, LeBlancs, Paul Krueger, Bakers, Jon Cline, Sanders, 

Ralstons, Chuck Fandrei, Judy Borchert, Debbie Craig, Mildred Wilkins, Roberts, Donna 

Langlais, Sheila Wilimzig, Paula Walter, Prouds, and the Middaugh families. There are 

also all those who baked and those who pitched in other ways. For any of those I failed to 

mention, I apologize and thank you as well. We had so much fun we plan to do it all 

again next year!                                                              Riley Middaugh 

 
 
 


