
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
(Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod) 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 
March 23, 2014 

THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 

PRAYER UPON ENTERING CHURCH 

 Lord Jesus Christ, You give me to drink from the riches of Your grace, giving me peace 

with the Father.  By the power of the Holy Spirit continue to strengthen me through Word and 

Sacrament as I live out my life of faith in witness to You and in service to my neighbor.  Grant 

that I continue to hunger and thirst after Your righteousness that You freely give to me through 

Your suffering, death and resurrection.  In Your holy name I pray.  Amen   

WELCOME 

Welcome to Grace!  We especially want to welcome our guests and visitors this 

morning.  It is our prayer that your faith will be strengthened by God’s Word shared with you 

today.  We also pray that in response to that Word you will join with us in giving thanks to God 

for giving us forgiveness and eternal salvation through His Son, Jesus Christ.  We are currently in 

that part of the Church Year known as Lent.  Lent is a time for greater personal reflection, even 

self-denial.  It is also a time to remember that in the waters of Holy Baptism we were made 

children of God and it is also a time for us to consider the great love the Father has poured out on 

us in Christ Jesus our Lord.   

 We ask that everyone fill out an attendance registration card found at each pew and return 

it to an Usher as the Offering is collected.  Restrooms are located on the lower level of this 

building or across the bridge on this floor level before entering the fellowship hall.  If you have 

any questions please ask one of our greeters or ushers.  Children are welcome in our Service and 

will be invited to come forward for a Children’s Message.  Parents may accompany them.  A 

nursery for infants and toddlers is located downstairs for anyone who has need.   

AS WE GATHER 

 After a long afternoon of working outside on a scorching day with the sun beating down, 

few things feel better or more refreshing than cool water on a dry, parched throat.  Our bodies 

need water and even crave it.  Without water, we become dehydrated and fatigued.  The need for 

water going unmet can even lead to death.  Many in this world are dehydrated in spirit—that is, 

they do not know the love of their Savior.  Today’s Gospel reading shows that the Lord can 

quench this spiritual thirst by creating the fountain of faith inside of us—a faith in Christ Jesus 

that bubbles up, giving eternal life through Gospel.   
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THE ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

 The Altar Flowers are given today to the glory of God and the beautification of 

His house by John Ketcher in loving memory of father Henry Herman Ketcher, Jr. and in 

thanksgiving for God’s many blessings. 

 

THOSE WHO SERVE  
 

Pastor:                                                               Rev. James C. Walter 

Vicar:  David Witte 

Director of Parish Music:                             Nathan Beethe 

Secretary:                                                                         Pat Funk 

Early Childhood Center Director:                          Colleen Moorman 

Acolyte:              (8:15)      Abby Litwa 

Cantor: (8:15) Anna Lane 

Ushers:                (8:15) Terry Bradshaw, Gary Goldsby, Jim Marvin 

Greeter:              (8:15)    Jim and Florence Marvin  

Altar Guild:        (8:15)         Sandy Price  

Acolyte:            (10:45)                    Jack Manchester 

Cantor:               (10:45)                          Ron Krueger 

Ushers:              (10:45) Charlie Buchanan, Terry Clawitter 

  Bryan Gipson, Rich Sanders 

Greeters:             (10:45)       Rich and Beverly Sanders 

Altar Guild:        (10:45)                       Charlotte and Sarah Johnson  

Choir:  Adult Choir 

Coffee Host:  Jeannie Worlund      

Altar Guild:  (Wed. evening)     Suzanne Raddle and Wilma Richter 

Nursery Attendant:                                                Mary Ann Dyer 

   
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS - The appointed readings for next Sunday, March 30

th
, The 

Fourth Sunday in Lent, are:  Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 42:14-21, Epistle Reading: 

Ephesians 5:8-14, and Gospel Reading:  John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39. 

 
Grace Lutheran Church 

P. O. Box 250769, Little Rock, AR 72225 

 

www.gracelutheranlr.org 

Telephone Number: 501-663-3631 
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THE ORDER OF DIVINE SERVICE 
FOR  

THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT   
 

 
 

 
Pre-Service Music Come unto Me, Ye Weary - Jacobus Kloppers 

 

Lighting of the Chancel Candles 
 

Prelude Come unto Me, Ye Weary - Franklin D. Ashdown 

 

Ringing of the Church Bell 
 

Opening Hymn: Come unto Me, Ye Weary  LSB 684 
 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
 

A In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
 

A If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession of Sins 
  

A Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
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we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen 

 
Declaration of Grace John 1:12; Philippians 1:6 
 

A In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God 

forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to 

become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has 

begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

C Amen 

 

 

Service of the Word 

 

Introit Ps. 84:1–4; antiphon: Ps. 84:5 
 

A Blessèd are those whose strength is in you, 

C in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 

A How lovely is your dwelling place, 

C O LORD of hosts! 

A My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the LORD; 

C my heart and flesh sing for joy to the living God. 

A Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her 

young, 

C at your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God. 

A Blessèd are those who dwell in your house, 

C ever singing your praise! 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen 

A Blessèd are those whose strength is in you, 

C in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 
 

 



  

- 5 - 

Canticle: Your Heart, O God, Is Grieved  LSB 945 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
© 1970 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011479. 
Public domain 
 

 
 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 
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A Let us pray. 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray 

from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace 

and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
Sit 

 
Anthem There is a Green Hill Far Away - Jeffrey Blersch 

 
Old Testament Reading  Exodus 17:1–7 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Gradual Heb. 12:2 
 

 
 

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] | Jesus,* 

the founder and perfecter | of our faith, 

who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despis- | ing the shame,* 

and is seated at the right hand of the | throne of God. 

 
Epistle  Romans 5:1–8 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 
Verse of the Day John 4:23a 
 

A  The hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in 

spirit and truth. 
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Verse for Lent Joel 2:13 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship.  

 
Holy Gospel  John 4:5–26 

 
A The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourth chapter. 

  

 
  
The reading of the Holy Gospel. 

  
A This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 

 
Sit 

 
Children's Message 
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Sermon Hymn: For All the Faithful Women  LSB 855 sts. 1, 10, 3–4 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
© 1993, 1997, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011479. 
Public domain 

 

 
Sermon John 4:5–26 

“Thirsty?” 

 

 
Stand 
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Apostles' Creed 
  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen 

 

 

Prayer of the Church 
  

A Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 

their needs.  

 

Each petition ends with the following:  

 

A Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

The prayers conclude with the following: 

 

A Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 

 

 
Sit 
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Offering For All the Faithful Women - Henry Gerike 

 

 
Stand 

 

 

 

Offertory Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19 
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Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

A Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth  

        as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses  

         as we forgive those  

        who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom  

     and the power and the glory  

     forever and ever. Amen 

 
Concluding Collect 
  

A Almighty God, grant to Your Church Your Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes down 

from above, that Your Word may not be bound but have free course and be preached to 

the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, that in steadfast faith we may serve You and, 

in the confession of Your name, abide unto the end; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 

 
Benediction 
  

A The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord lift His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen 

 
Closing Hymn: How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds  LSB 524 

 
Postlude How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds - Healey Willan 

 
T     T     T 

 
Acknowledgments 

Verse for Lent © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship.  Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The 

Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
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THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
 

SUNDAY:    8:15 a.m. – Divine Service  
                                    Coffee and Fellowship in the Parlor following 8:15 Service 

 9:45 a.m. – Sunday School downstairs in Parker Hall 

  9:45 a.m. – Junior and Senior High classes downstairs in the church 

  9:45 a.m. – Pastor Walter’s Bible Class upstairs in Parker Hall 

  10:45 a.m. – Divine Service  

MON - FRI:   7:30 a.m. – Early Childhood Development Center 

TUESDAY:   9:30 a.m. – Tuesday Morning Bible Class 

    NO 7
th

 Grade Confirmation 

    NO Adult Choir 

WEDNESDAY:  6:30 a.m. – Men’s Bible Study at St. Vincent’s 

  5:30 p.m. – Lenten Dinner served in Parker Hall 

  7:00 p.m. – Lenten Service 

THURSDAY:    NO 8
th

 Grade Confirmation 
   

TODAY IN SUNDAY SCHOOL, the lesson is the account of Jesus and the Samaritan 

Woman (John 4:1–42). In this lesson we learn that Jesus gives the Spirit, who cleanses us 

from sin and unrighteousness in the living water of Holy Baptism. Talk with your 

children about how sin causes us to have guilt and shame before God. Emphasize that 

through the Water and Word of Holy Baptism all guilt and shame are removed. Talk 

about Jesus coming for all people, no matter what race or color they are. Point out that 

ordinary water leaves us thirsting for more, but the living water of Jesus, which flows 

from His Word and the font of Baptism, quenches our spiritual thirst forever. 
 

PASTOR WALTER’S CLASS meets each Sunday morning at 9:45 a.m. upstairs in Parker 
Hall.  Pastor Walter has begun a new study on the Letter to the Hebrews, and Vicar Witte 
will continue our study with the second chapter of Hebrews. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES for children ages 3 years through 6
th

 grade meet in the 

lower level of the Family Life Center.  JUNIOR HIGH AND HIGH SCHOOL CLASSES 
meet in their classrooms downstairs in the church. 
 

THANK YOU – We appreciate Vicar David Witte leading our Worship Services this 

morning in Pastor Walter’s absence.  Thank you Vicar Witte.  
 

There will be NO 7TH or 8th GRADE CONFIRMATION this week.  Classes will resume 

their normal schedule next week. 
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CONGRATULATIONS AND GOD’S BLESSINGS to Aaron and Kirby Walter on the birth 

of their daughter Margaret Elizabeth on Friday morning, March 21
st
, in Chicago.  

Margaret is the granddaughter of Pastor and Paula Walter and niece of Hannah and Paul.  

Congratulations, Aaron and Kirby! 

 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY AND GOD’S BLESSINGS TO: 
March 29 – Florence and Jim Marvin 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND GOD’S BLESSINGS TO: 

March 23 – John Miles Dunlap 

March 24 – Rebecca Cate, Rick Jenkins 

March 25 – Jackson Stewart, Shari Withers 

March 27 – Jackie Cossey, Lisa Gertsch, Donna Stewart 

March 28 – J. C. “Bud” Tschiemer 

March 29 – Gina Junkans 

 
REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:  
Allen Deislinger has returned home following his cardiac rehab. 

Grant Geuther continues his rehab at Fort Roots Veterans Rehab. 

Sherry Bischof is hospitalized. 

 

LAST WEEK’S STEWARDSHIP – Attendance: Sunday 3/16: 183 (8:15 – 95 and 10:45 

– 88). Lenten Service 3/19: 85. Offerings: Sunday 3/16: $8,575.00. Lenten Service 3/12: 

$793.00. Building Fund: $760.00. Missions: $50.00.  Seminary Scholarship Fund: $40.00 

 
LENTEN SERVICE – The mid-week Lenten Services continue this Wednesday, March 

26
th

, at 7:00 p.m.  The theme for this Lenten series is CROSSWORDS.  The focus this 

week is “My God, Why Have You Forsaken Me?” – Matthew 27:45-49.  Dinner will 

be served in Parker Hall at 5:30 p.m.  ACTS will be serving Chicken Spaghetti.   

 
THANK YOU - We are so grateful for our Grace Family!  We greatly appreciate Pastor 

Walter's many visits and devotions, all of your many cards, phone calls and especially 

your prayers during Allen's recent surgery, recuperation and rehabilitation.  You ALL are 

truly a blessing.                                                                         Allen and Dorris Deislinger 

 

PORTALS OF PRAYER devotion books for April – June are available on the table in the 

back of the sanctuary.  Please take a moment to pick up your copy so you can begin using 

it April 1
st
.  Remember to recycle your old copy in the box in the breezeway.   
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OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY to the family of David Schonert who died on Thursday 

evening, March 13
th

.  David is the son of Betty Schonert and the cousin of Janet Pulliam.  

Please keep Betty, Janet and their family in your prayers. 
 
OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY to the family of Donald Murphy, Jr. who died on 

Tuesday, March 11
th

.  Donald is the brother-in-law of Jim Robinson.  Please keep Jim 

and his family in your prayers. 
 
OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY to the family of Mrs. Nelle Wessels who died Wednesday 

evening in Oklahoma City.  Nelle is the aunt of Debbie Penny.  Please keep Debbie and her 

family in your prayers. 

 

ALTAR FLOWER CALENDAR – Dates are available on the Flower Calendar for Altar 

flowers.  The following are available in the next couple of months:  April 6
th

 and April 

13
th

.   There are also a few dates in July, August, and November.  The calendar is posted 

in the ushers’ room in the rear of the sanctuary.  Please take a moment to sign up.   

 
SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE AND FELLOWSHIP is a great opportunity for getting to 

know our visitors or someone you haven’t met before, but we need volunteers to serve 

refreshments during this fellowship time. We still have these dates available…April 

6
th

, and April 13
th

.    Please take a minute to check the available dates on the sign-up 

sheet on the bulletin board by the Parlor and sign up for the Sunday on which you wish to 

serve.  Thank you for volunteering to serve!!  
  

BABY GIRL SHOWER – You’re invited to a Baby Girl Shower for Jennifer Hammond on 

Sunday, April 6
th

, 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. in the Parlor.  Jennifer and Jeremy are 

registered at Babies R Us and Target.  Baby Girl Hammond’s big sisters are Kaylee, 

Claire and Hope.  The shower hostesses are Dawn Cline, Gina Junkans, Janet Killough, 

Sharon LeBlanc, Diane Roberts, Emily Stein and Kim Woodyard. 
  

LUTHERAN CAMP ON PETIT JEAN – EPIC! Exploring Purpose in Creation -   
Summer camp at the Lutheran Camp on Petit Jean will be EPIC fun – hiking, swimming, 

canoeing, horseback riding, archery, sand volleyball, crafts and singing, and more along 

with devotions and prayer.  Each day will explore God’s Word to discover what it means 

to be created in God’s image. Registration forms are available on the table by the ramp 

door or on the camp’s website www.lutherancamp.org. There is a full payment discount 

of $15 per camper if registration in paid in full and postmarked by May 15
th

.  If you need 

more information call the camp director David Cox at 501-727-5656.  
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GRACE ANNUAL FLOAT TRIP – Start making your plans now for the Grace Annual 

Float Trip, on Saturday, June 14
th

.  Meet at the Highway 14 Bridge at 8:45 a.m. for 

departure at 9:00 a.m.  The cost is $40.00 per canoe plus $3 per person for transport. 

Limited number of canoes/kayaks.  Camping sites at Buffalo Point Campground can now 

be reserved by calling 1-877-444-6777.   No lunch will be served on the river, but plans 

are being made to stop at Spring Creek. Contact Tim Loyd at 851-6457 or 352-4908 or 

email him at timpaul59@att.net.  The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board by the Parlor. 

 
WALK FOR THE WAITING is Saturday, April 26

th
, at War Memorial Stadium with 

the opening ceremony at 9:00 a.m. and the walk beginning at 9:15 a.m.  To sign up to be 

a Sponsored Walker, go to WalkfortheWaiting.org to register.  Did you know there are 

over 4,000 kids in Arkansas' foster care system on any given day?  There are about 1,200 

of these kids waiting for a foster family, including 500 that are waiting to find an 

adoptive family.  Because of the shortage of families, nearly 250 kids will "age out" of 

the system this year and enter into adulthood without having found a family.  The CALL, 

Immerse Arkansas and Project Zero are joining forces to support waiting children and the 

families that care for them.  Show your support for these kids and families by registering 

and becoming a sponsored walker. Contact Shaun or Justine Baker or any Board of 

Evangelism member for more information.  We're going to walk; will you walk with us?  

  

CROSSWORDS 
 

Mid-Week Lenten Services – 7:00 p.m. 
Lenten Dinners – 5:30 p.m. in Parker Hall 

 

 

Mid-Week Lent 3 “My God, Why Have You Forsaken Me?” 

March 26
th

    Matthew 27:45-49 

 Dinner – ACTS Group – Chicken Spaghetti 

 
Mid-Week Lent 4 “I Thirst"  

April 2
nd

    John 19:28-29 

                  Dinner – Adult Choir – Ham, mashed potatoes and salad  

 
Mid-Week Lent 5 “It is Finished!” 

April 9
th

    John 19:30 

                                 Dinner – Grace Youth – Baked Potatoes with all the fixins! 

http://www.thecallinarkansas.org/
http://www.immersearkansas.org/
http://www.theprojectzero.org/
https://www.walkforthewaiting.org/Account/Register
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Gangway for Galilee! 

Vacation Bible School is set for June 15-19. 

 

We need VOLUNTEERS to ‘dive in’ and prepare for 

another great VBS. Please look for the sign-up sheet on 

the table in the breezeway. 

 

For questions or more information, please contact 

Catherine Manchester at 821-4140. 

 


