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THE WEEK OF THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 

 
PRAYER UPON ENTERING CHURCH 

 Gracious God and Lord, you have said, “Seek My face.”  As You sought me through the 

Gospel and by it made me Your child and heir, so too by that same Gospel’s power I seek You 

and Your grace and mercy.  Do not turn Your face from me so that I will not be God-forsaken.  

Grant that Your face shines upon me so that I know the blessing of Your forgiveness and live in 

the hope of eternal life.  This gift comes through Your Son, my Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  In 

His name I pray.  Amen   

WELCOME 

 As our Lord’s Passion neared, Jesus went to Gethsemane to pray.  He took His disciples 

with Him and from them He took Peter, James and John further to keep watch for Him as He 

prayed.  He found them sleeping and He said to them, “Could you not watch with me one hour?  

Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation.  The spirit indeed is willing but the flesh 

is weak.” (Matthew 26:41)   

 It is good for you to be here this evening for this time of Vespers as we gather around 

God’s Word to be strengthened in our faith through the forgiveness of our sins and thereby given 

resolve to live as God’s people through the trials and temptations of life.  If you are visiting we 

would especially like to welcome you and encourage you to come and worship with us again.  If 

you have any questions about Grace Lutheran Church we invite you to visit with our Pastor.  If 

you are in need of our restroom facilities they are located downstairs in this building or across the 

bridge on this floor level before entering the Fellowship Hall.  A nursery for infants and toddlers 

is located downstairs for those who have need.  If you have any questions please speak with an 

Usher or Greeter. 

AS WE GATHER 

 As We Gather this evening we hear a word that is an entirely different word.  This 

CrossWord is directed to the Father.  It is a cry of abandonment in the God-forsakenness of our 

sin.  “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” spoken in Jesus’ native tongue, Aramaic.  

This emanates from the very depths of His soul while showing His knowledge of the Psalms.  

Because Jesus suffered the wrath of His Father, we need not fear that our heavenly Father will 

abandon us, so we continually seek His face through Word and Sacrament and rejoice in His 

forgiveness which leads to everlasting life in His glorious presence.  Certainly Lent is a time to 

reflect upon one’s sinful life and to repent of our sins.  But Lent is also a time to rejoice in the 

free gift of salvation through the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus, for us and for all.   
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THE ORDER OF VESPERS  
FOR  

THE WEEK OF THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 
 
 

 
 

 

Lighting of the Chancel Candles 

 
Prelude Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed - James Engel & William Kroeger 

 
Ringing of the Church Bell 

 
Hymn: Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed  LSB 437 

 
Stand 

 
Versicles 
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Psalmody 
 

Psalm  Psalm 130 

 
L Out of the depths  

C I cry to you, O LORD! 

L O Lord, hear my voice! 

C Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my pleas for mercy! 

L If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, 

C O Lord, who could stand? 

L But with you there is forgiveness, 

C that you may be feared. 

L I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, 

C and in his word I hope; 

L my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning, 

C more than watchmen for the morning. 

L O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love, 

C and with him is plentiful redemption. 

L And he will redeem Israel 

C from all his iniquities. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen 
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Sit 

 
Office Hymn: Jesus, in Your Dying Woes  LSB 447 sts. 10–12 

 

 
 
Public domain 
© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011479. 

 
 
 

Readings 

 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 59:1–2, 12–17 

 

Behold, the LORD’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save, 

or his ear dull, that it cannot hear; 

but your iniquities have made a separation 

between you and your God, 

and your sins have hidden his face from you 

so that he does not hear. 

For our transgressions are multiplied before you, 

and our sins testify against us; 

for our transgressions are with us, 

and we know our iniquities: 

transgressing, and denying the LORD, 

and turning back from following our God, 

speaking oppression and revolt, 

conceiving and uttering from the heart lying words. 
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Justice is turned back, 

and righteousness stands afar off; 

for truth has stumbled in the public squares, 

and uprightness cannot enter. 

Truth is lacking, 

and he who departs from evil makes himself a prey. 

The LORD saw it, and it displeased him 

that there was no justice. 

He saw that there was no man, 

and wondered that there was no one to intercede; 

then his own arm brought him salvation, 

and his righteousness upheld him. 

He put on righteousness as a breastplate, 

and a helmet of salvation on his head; 

he put on garments of vengeance for clothing, 

and wrapped himself in zeal as a cloak. 

 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 
Holy Gospel  Matthew 27:45–49 

 
L The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-seventh chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. And 

about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” 

that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” And some of the bystanders, hearing 

it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.” And one of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it 

with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let 

us see whether Elijah will come to save him.”  

 
L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Responsory for Lent Psalm 51:14; Psalm 59:1; Psalm 141:8 

 

 
 

 

 
Sit 

 
Sermon Matthew 27:45-49 

“My God, Why Have You Forsaken Me?” 

 
Catechesis 
  

L What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 

C It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, 

instituted by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and to drink. 
 
L Where is this written? 

C The holy Evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke, and St. Paul write: Our Lord Jesus 

Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said, "Take, eat; this is My body, 

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me." In the same way also He 

took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying, "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is 

shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me." 

 
Stand 
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Canticle 

 

Antiphon Psalm 141:2 
 

 
 

 

 
Nunc Dimittis 
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Sit 

 
Offering The Lamb - Gerald Coleman 

 
Stand 

 

 
 

Prayer 

 
Kyrie Mark 10:47 
 

 

 
Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 

 

L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth  

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses  

   as we forgive those  

   who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom  

 and the power and the glory  

 forever and ever. Amen 

 
Salutation 2 Timothy 4:22 
 

L  The Lord be with you. 

C  And with your spirit. 

 

 



 
 

 - 9 - 

Collect of the Day 
  

L  Let us pray. 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray 

from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace 

and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen 

 
Prayer of the Church 

  
L Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 

their needs.  

 
Each petition ends with the following:  

 
L Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 
The prayers conclude with the following: 

 
L Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 

 
Collect for Peace 

  
L Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings with Your most gracious favor, and further us with 

Your continual help that in all our works begun, continued, and ended in You we may 

glorify Your holy name and finally by Your mercy obtain eternal salvation; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 

 
Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 

 
L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Benediction 2 Corinthians 13:14 

 

  L   The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the 

         Holy Spirit be with us all. 

C   Amen 

 
Closing Hymn: All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night  LSB 883 

 
Postlude All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night - Paul Manz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T     T     T 
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THOSE WHO SERVE 
 

Pastor: Rev. James C. Walter 

Vicar: David Witte 

Director of Parish Music: Nathan Beethe 

Acolyte: Kaylee Hammond 

Choir: Adult Choir       

Ushers: Shaun Baker, Ron Krueger 

 Tim Sweeney, Greg Warren 

Greeter: Debbie Penny 

Altar Guild: Suzanne Raddle and Wilma Richter 

Nursery Attendant: Mary Ann Dyer 

 

Our thanks to the ACTS group for serving the Lenten dinner this evening. 
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