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THE WEEK OF THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

 
PRAYER UPON ENTERING CHURCH 

 Lord and Giver of life, You supply my needs for this body and life even as through the 

suffering, death and resurrection of Your Son, Jesus, You have given me all that I need unto 

eternal life.  Grant that I continue to drink from the waters of Your Gospel which is the power to 

salvation for all who believe.  Thereby strengthen me for living in this life to Your glory and 

living in the life which is to come in your glory.  I pray this in Jesus’ name.  Amen   

WELCOME 

 As our Lord’s Passion neared, Jesus went to Gethsemane to pray.  He took His disciples 

with Him and from them He took Peter, James and John further to keep watch for Him as He 

prayed.  He found them sleeping and He said to them, “Could you not watch with me one hour?  

Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation.  The spirit indeed is willing but the flesh 

is weak.” (Matthew 26:41)   

 It is good for you to be here this evening for this time of Vespers as we gather around 

God’s Word to be strengthened in our faith through the forgiveness of our sins and thereby given 

resolve to live as God’s people through the trials and temptations of life.  If you are visiting we 

would especially like to welcome you and encourage you to come and worship with us again.  If 

you have any questions about Grace Lutheran Church we invite you to visit with our Pastor.  If 

you are in need of our restroom facilities they are located downstairs in this building or across the 

bridge on this floor level before entering the Fellowship Hall.  A nursery for infants and toddlers 

is located downstairs for those who have need.  If you have any questions please speak with an 

Usher or Greeter. 

AS WE GATHER 

 As we gather this evening we hear a word that we’ve said ourselves.  This CrossWord 

this evening is “I thirst.”  We too have uttered, “I am thirsty.”  Yet our situation would have been 

much different.  This word puts forth genuine, human pain on Jesus’ part.  He is physically 

parched and spiritually separated from His Father in heaven as He suffers for our sins and the sins 

of all.  His pain therefore is all of our pain combined.  “He has borne our griefs and carried our 

sorrows.”  He is the Sufferer who embodies all suffering, bearing in His own wounded flesh  the 

suffering and sickness of a humanity fallen into decay and death.  For all of the conveniences that 

we have for staying hydrated, there are still those living among us whose lives are parched by 

their sin and they have not been given to drink of the waters that well up to eternal life.  This 

gives us opportunity to offer a drink to those thirsty to eternal life. Lord, use us to that end. Amen   
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THE ORDER OF VESPERS  
FOR  

THE WEEK OF THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
 
 

 
 

 

Lighting of the Chancel Candles 

 
Prelude Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide - Philip Gehring 

 
Ringing of the Church Bell 

 
Hymn: Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide  LSB 585 

 
Stand 

 
Versicles 
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Psalmody 

 

Psalm  Psalm 69:6, 9, 21, 29–30 

 
P Let not those who hope in you be put to shame through me, O Lord GOD of hosts; 

C let not those who seek you be brought to dishonor through me, O God of Israel. 

P For zeal for your house has consumed me, 

C and the reproaches of those who reproach you have fallen on me. 

P They gave me poison for food, 

C and for my thirst they gave me sour wine to drink. 

P But I am afflicted and in pain; 

C let your salvation, O God, set me on high! 

P I will praise the name of God with a song; 

C I will magnify him with thanksgiving. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen 

 
Sit 
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Office Hymn: Jesus, in Your Dying Woes  LSB 447 sts. 13–15 

 

 
 

 
 
Public domain 
© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011479. 

 
 

Readings 

 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 53:1–6 

 
Who has believed what they heard from us? 

And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 

For he grew up before him like a young plant, 

and like a root out of dry ground; 

he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 

and no beauty that we should desire him. 

He was despised and rejected by men; 

a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; 

and as one from whom men hide their faces 

he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

Surely he has borne our griefs 

and carried our sorrows; 

yet we esteemed him stricken, 

smitten by God, and afflicted. 
But he was wounded for our transgressions; 

he was crushed for our iniquities; 

upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 

and with his stripes we are healed. 
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All we like sheep have gone astray; 

we have turned every one to his own way; 

and the LORD has laid on him 

the iniquity of us all. 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 
Holy Gospel  John 19:28–29 

 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the nineteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” 

A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop 

branch and held it to his mouth.  

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Responsory for Lent Psalm 51:14; Psalm 59:1; Psalm 141:8 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 
Sermon John 19:28-29 

“I Thirst” 



 
 

 - 6 - 

Catechesis: The Sacrament of the Altar 
  

P What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? 

C These words, "Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins," show us that in 

the Sacrament forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given us through these 

words. For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. 
 

 

Canticle 
 

Stand 

 
Antiphon Psalm 141:2 
 

 

 

 
Nunc Dimittis  
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 - 7 - 

 

 

 
Sit 

 
Offering A Lenten Meditation - Charles Callahan 

 
Stand 

 

 

Prayer 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
 

 

 
Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

  as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses  

 as we forgive those  

 who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen 
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Salutation 2 Timothy 4:22 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Collect of the Day 
  

P Let us pray. Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; 

and though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for 

all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful 

goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

 
 

 

Prayer of the Church 
  

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 

their needs.  

 

Each petition ends with the following:  

 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

The prayers conclude with the following: 
 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 
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Collect for Peace 
  

P O Lord, our dwelling place and our peace, You have compassion on our weakness. Put 

far from us all worry and fearfulness that, having confessed our sins and commending 

ourselves to Your gracious mercy, we may, when night shall come, commit ourselves, 

our work, and all we love into Your keeping, receiving from You the gift of quiet sleep; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 

 

 

 
 

 

Benediction 2 Corinthians 13:14 
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Closing Hymn: The Day Thou Gavest  LSB 886 
 

 

Postlude The Day Thou Gavest - Michael Burkhardt 
 

 

 

 

T     T     T 
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Our thanks to the Grace Adult Choir for serving the Lenten dinner this evening. 
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