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 “Pentecost Power” 
Jesus said to His disciples: “These are my words that I spoke to you 

while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the 

Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.”  

Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said 

to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the 

third day rise from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of 

sins should be proclaimed in His name to all nations, beginning from 

Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of these things.  And behold, I am 

sending the promise of my Father upon you.  but stay in the city 

until you are clothed with power from on high.” (Luke 24:44-49)  

The month of May is here.  Our April showers will bring us May 

flowers.  May is usually a very busy month.  We honor our mothers on 

the Second Sunday of May and so we remember with thanksgiving to 

God that we were blessed with our mothers, who bore us, cared for us, 

nurtured us and shared the faith with us.  Those whose mothers are still 

with them have an opportunity to once again show them their love and 

appreciation for what they have meant to them through the years.  Many 

of us can also be thankful that our mothers were examples of the faith 

and made sure that we were taught the love of God which is in Christ 

Jesus our Lord.  Happy Mothers’ Day to all of our mothers! 

Our Church Picnic is scheduled for Sunday, May 17
th
.  It will be 

held once again at Reservoir Park off of Cantrell Road.  We usually get 

started about 1:00 so that folks who attend the 10:45 Service can get 

changed and make their way to the park.  Let me encourage you to come 

and bring a dish and some chicken to share and enjoy this time of food 

and fellowship.  

May is also a time of celebration for all of our graduates, those 

graduating at various different levels, pre-school, elementary school, 

high school, college and beyond.  After each graduation we are relegated 

once again to the lowest level of entry.  It seems that with each level of 

graduation we return to the bottom of the ladder to once again start anew.  

Such is life for us as we mark these kinds of milestones along the way.  



We will also celebrate Confirmation this month on Pentecost Sunday, 

May 24th.  Confirmation is not graduation but marks the process by 

which one becomes a communicant member of our congregation.  It is 

also in keeping with the Great Commission mandate of making disciples 

by baptizing and teaching.  Five young people of Grace will make their 

public confession of faith in the 10:45 Service on Pentecost Sunday. 

Before we observe Pentecost Sunday, the Church will celebrate 

the Ascension of our Lord.  This however is done quietly for the most 

part because Jesus ascended into heaven to be seated at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty forty days after His resurrection.  Forty days 

after Easter is always on a Thursday.  Thursdays in May are not 

opportune times for us to gather as the people of God to celebrate this 

very important festival day.  Thursdays are work and school days and 

this time of year there are baseball and softball games, there may be 

those playing soccer or participating in track and field events, fine arts 

programs or school year ending band and choir concerts.  As I mentioned 

earlier, May is a busy month which runs into summer and I think you 

know the rest of that story.  Make sure that you make time for worship 

whether you are in town or out-of-town.  If you need to know if we have 

a church at your summer vacation destination, just call the church office. 

Pentecost Day is a moveable feast day as it is determined by the 

day upon which Easter falls, so while we usually celebrate Pentecost in 

May it could also fall in the month of June.  It was on this day, fifty days 

after Easter, that power from on high was poured out upon the disciples 

and those gathered with them in Jerusalem.  The Lord chose this time 

when many Jewish pilgrims were gathered in the city observing the Old 

Testament feast of Pentecost to clothe His church with the Holy Spirit.  

St. Peter preached a powerful Law and Gospel sermon on that first 

Pentecost and the result was that about 3,000 souls were added to the 

church that day as they repented of their sins and were baptized.  That 

was a display of Pentecost Power.  As Lutheran Christians we recognize 

that this is God’s power. 

The power to add any soul to the church is the result of the work 

of the Holy Spirit, God’s power from on high.  The Lord has given to His 

Church the command to make disciples of all nations and He has also 

given us the tools necessary to make them.  We know those tools to be 

the “Means of Grace.”  Those “means” are Gospel power unto salvation.  

They are the Word of God, Holy Baptism and Holy Communion.  It is 

that Word of God that gives power to simple water in Holy Baptism and 

to the elements of bread and wine in Holy Communion offering 



forgiveness and eternal life to those the Lord brings to faith.  This is 

power for us to live as God’s redeemed and forgiven people. 

On that first Pentecost there were gathered in Jerusalem Jews 

from every nation under heaven.  Do you think the Lord knew what He 

was doing?  He definitely had a captive audience to which He could 

show forth His power to confirm the suffering, death and resurrection of 

His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.  After witnessing the outpouring of 

power from on high, hearing God’s Word preached by Peter and 

receiving Holy Baptism, these Jewish pilgrims returned to their homes 

and bore witness of what they had seen and heard.   

That sharing of the Good News continues even unto this day and 

the Lord chooses to use us to share that Word with others.  This means 

that we all have to be prepared by God’s powerful Word to give a reason 

for the hope that we have in Jesus.  It is our responsibility as members of 

the Body of Christ to reach out with God’s love to others.  As we share 

this Good News we have the promise of Jesus that as we do so He is with 

us always, to the very end of the age.  This is the power for your witness.  

Believing in His promise, may the Lord continue to bless our witnessing 

in His name. 

During the month of May we will also observe Memorial Day.  

Pentecost Sunday is on Memorial Day weekend.  Memorial Day is 

observed on the last Monday of May.  It was formerly known as 

Decoration Day and it commemorates all women and men who have died 

in military service for our nation.  It is a time when many people visit 

cemeteries and memorials to place flowers on or “decorate” grave sites.  

Though for the Church, All Saints’ Day is a time for us to remember 

those baptized in Jesus’ name who have gone before us into heaven, 

Memorial Day gives us an opportunity to do likewise.  Memorial Day is 

traditionally considered the beginning of summer.   

 

This year May is a five Sunday month.  Holy Trinity Sunday will 

be observed on Sunday, May 31
st
.  Trinity Sunday is the first Sunday in 

what we call the Semester of the Church.  It begins the long green 

season.  (After Trinity Sunday the altar paraments are green.)  It is a time 

for us to grow in our faith and its response which is service to the Lord 

and our neighbor.  The power for doing so is given from on high attached 

to earthly things, words, water, bread and wine.  The Gospel is God’s 

power for us to salvation.  Have a blessed May, I know it will be busy! 

   
Pastor Walter   



Director of Parish Music 
 

Greetings in the name of our Risen Lord and Savior, Jesus the 

Christ!  

We have once again gone through the season of Lent and to the 

celebration of the Resurrection of Christ, the high point of the 

Church Year. Thank you to everyone who helped make all the 

special services and events happen, particularly the musicians who 

worked very hard and did a spectacular job. I’m blessed to work 

with such enthusiastic and talented individuals! It is truly a joy to 

serve with you all. 

“Awake, My Heart, with Gladness” (LSB 467) is a fantastic Easter 

hymn!  The text is by the great Lutheran hymn-writer Paul 

Gerhardt (1607-1676).  The tune (AUF, AUF, MEIN HERZ) is by 

Johann Crüger (1598-1662), a Lutheran Kantor (music director) in 

Berlin. 

This hymn tells of Christ’s mighty deeds in dying for our sins and 

rising to life, destroying sin, death, and the devil.  Stanza two show 

this well: The foe in triumph shouted When Christ lay in the tomb; 

But lo, he now is routed, His boast is turned to gloom.  For Christ 

again is free; In glorious victory He who is strong to save Has 

triumphed o’er the grave. This stanza makes me think of C.S. 

Lewis’s “The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe,” where Aslan 

sacrifices himself for Edmond and the White Witch has a huge 

celebration, thinking she has won.  But Aslan knows something 

she does not and returns to life, defeating her.  It also makes me 

think of the Magnificat, where it says, “You have cast down the 

mighty from their thrones, You have scattered the proud in their 

conceit.”  Christ has won total victory, nothing is left to be done. 

This theme carries on in stanza four: Now hell, its prince, the devil, 

Of all their pow’r are shorn; Now I am safe from evil, And sin I 

laugh to scorn.  Grim death with all its might Cannot my soul 



affright; It is a pow’rless form, Howe’er it rave and storm. I love 

the image that because Christ has conquered sin, death, and the 

devil, we can now look at sin and laugh.  We are freed from the 

evil master that held us in dominion from our birth.  That is 

amazing!  And all of this happens at the font in Holy Baptism, for 

when someone is baptized we are telling the devil, “You have lost 

another and you cannot have him back, for he is now a child of 

God, the God who crushed your head.” 

The last three stanzas give such trememdous comfort in this 

present, sinful world.  Throughout those stanzas, we see Christ 

guiding us all the way, blazing a path before us.  I especially like 

stanza six: Now I will cling forever To Christ, my Savior true; My 

Lord will leave me never, Whate’er He passes through.  He rends 

death’s iron chain; He breaks through sin and pain; He shatters 

hell’s grim thrall; I follow Him through all. Such amazing comfort 

here on earth, and then stanza seven gives us the hope of eternal 

life: He brings me to the portal That leads to bliss untold, Whereon 

this rhyme immortal Is found in script of gold: “Who there My 

cross has shared Finds here a crown prepared; Who there with Me 

has died Shall here be glorified.”  

Almighty God, through the resurrection of Your Son You have 

secured peace for our troubled consciences. Grant us this peace 

evermore that trusting in the merit of Your Son we may come at 

last to the perfect peace of heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Peace in Christ,  
Nathan Beethe 

Director of Parish Music 

 



 

   April 1, 2015 

Dear Brothers and Sisters at Grace Lutheran,   
 

It is wonderful to have the opportunity to write to you again, 

especially at such a blessed time of the year—the arrival of spring 

and the remembrance of our Lord's death and resurrection! I hope 

you are well, and I thank you for your continued support. Without 

you, my work at the seminary would be much more difficult and 

my expenses much more cumbersome. Through your ministry to 

me, you continually do a great deal for the furtherance of the 

ministry of the gospel! Thank you for this sacrifice of faith! 
 

As of now, life is very good. We are enjoying the arrival of the 

warm weather, which is great! The girls are doing well. Scarlett, 

our youngest, is about to turn one, so we'll be celebrating her 

birthday this weekend. She has been enjoying starting to say a few 

words and taking her first steps (along with the habit of yelling at 

us to get our attention, which is both commendably cute, and 

lamentably loud). Little Tallulah continues to impress us with her 

engineering abilities. She is constantly investigating the physical 

objects around her to try and figure out how they work (including 

my glasses, which sometimes results in smudges). Monica is more 

and more a big kid. She is a sweet little girl who loves to help 

whenever she gets the chance, and has a heart of gold. I was really 

impressed the other day when I asked her what her favorite story 

about Jesus is and she replied, “When He baptized me!” What a 

wonderful testimony! And finally, we have our next little one on 

the way, Marlo Felicity, who is due to be born in late July, right 

when we are returning to campus! So it promises to be a busy time.  
 

Allie and I are also doing well. Allie is enjoying her time at home 

getting to witness all the wonderful things the girls do and spend 

time with them. That has truly been a blessing for everybody. I 

continue in my responsibilities as Vicar at Faith Lutheran, Knob 

Noster and at St. Paul's, Concordia. It certainly keeps me busy, but 

it has been a great opportunity to learn about connecting the gospel 

to real people and serving in the church. I continue to preach about 



every other week, plan weekly services, do Bible-studies, visit 

people, help with church planning, and help manage a number of 

church administrative tasks. It has been a pretty vast learning 

experience, but I am thankful that God has given me as many 

opportunities as He has. And it is always a blessing when you see 

that the gospel has connected with people and brought them 

Christ's peace.  
 

I will be sending out a post-card next month, just so you can see 

how we are doing and receive a little devotional thought. The next 

month I plan to send out a reflection/devotional thought, so you 

can get a taste of my progress, and be strengthened through the 

Word. Finally, if you would like to see some of my preaching, 

there is an opportunity to do so on St. Paul Lutheran Church in 

Concordia's website. The link is: 

 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNkpGS_x7panVyyk5JbqlTA 

and I'm the young guy with the dark hair. Only three of my 

sermons are up, but two of them are toward the top (the other one 

you'll have to scroll for a while).  
 

We have enjoyed reading the newsletters you send to us. It seems 

that everything is really great at Grace, and we are thankful for all 

you do for the furtherance of the gospel. We hope to see you all in 

the near future, but life is keeping us pretty busy. Hopefully this 

summer we can make it down and get to see you all! We always 

think of you fondly and thank God for you in our prayers. Peace in 

Christ and have a blessed Easter and spring! 
 

Yours in Christ,  

Kevin, Allie, Monica, Scarlett, Tallulah, and Marlo 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNkpGS_x7panVyyk5JbqlTA


 

.THOSE WHO SERVE in MAY 
 

ACOLYTE SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Service – James Junkans 

10:45 a.m. Service – Claire Hammond 

May 24
th

 – 10:45 Service – Acolyte – Claire Hammond  

                            Crucifer – Ethan Andrews 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 

May 3
rd

 – 10:45 Service – Jeff Ralston 

May 10
th

 – 8:15 Service – Carter Stein 

May 17
th

 – 10:45 Service – Shaun Baker 

May 24
th

 – 8:15 Service – Robert Nichols 

May 31
st
 – 10:45 Service – Greg Warren 

 

 USHERS’ SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Services – Tim Loyd’s team 

Bobby Bemberg, Daniel Loyd, Ed Mahnken 

10:45 a.m. Services – Richard Sanders’ team 

Jeremy Hammond, Stacy Johnson, Ken Ross 

 

CANTORS’ SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m.  Services – Joel Junkans 

10:45 a.m.  Services – Ron Krueger 

 

GREETERS’ SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m.  Services –Lori Bloom 

10:45 a.m. Services – Jim and Nancy Wade 

 

ALTAR GUILD SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Services –Sandy Price and Robert Jones 

10:45 a.m. Services – Beverly Sanders 
Wednesday Mid-Week Services – Suzanne Raddle & Wilma Richter 

If you are unable to serve please ask someone to fill in for you and call the church office. 

 

 



STEWARDSHIP BUDGET RE-CAP 
 

2015 budget totals $537,041  
which is an average weekly 

General Fund contribution requirement of $10,328 
 

 Budget needs through April 30     $175,576 
Actual expenses through April 30  $175,706 
 
Contributions to General Fund from all sources $166,786* 
Average weekly contribution through April 30                     $9811 
 
In summary, General Fund giving for the year is $8315 less than  
actual expenses.  
 
Non-budget giving to designated funds through April 30     $8067 
 
*These contributions include a monthly payment from ECDC to help 
offset expenses.  They also include some memorials and honorariums 
which are not designated to specific funds. 
 
 

GRACE FAMILY NEWS AND NOTES 

 
WELCOME… 

Arthur and Karen Stewart and their children Brenna and Daniel have 

transferred to Grace from Faith Lutheran Church in Avon, Ohio.  Please 

welcome the Stewarts to our Grace Family. 

 

Congratulations to our 2014 Confirmands.  Their Question and Answer 

Service will be Thursday, May 21
st
, at 7:00 p.m. and Confirmation 

will be Sunday, May 24
th

, in the 10:45 a.m. Divine Service.  Our 

confirmands are: 

 
Mason Henry Andrews - son of Roy and Ame Andrews 

Lauren Victoria Faulkner - daughter of David and Andrea Faulkner 

Anna Katherine Manchester - daughter of Scott and Catherine Manchester 

Jack Michael Manchester - son of Scott and Catherine Manchester 

Alex Madison Roberts - daughter of David and Diane Roberts 



OUR GRADUATES 
Junior High, High School and College 

 
In the June Newsletter we will be publishing the names of all 

those who are graduating from junior high, high school or college 

this spring.  We would also like to know of any awards or 

scholarships you have received, and if you are graduating from 

high school, please share your plans for after graduation.  Please 

call the church office with this information or e-mail it to Pat at 

patfunk@gracelutheranlr.org. 

 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
Grace Lutheran Church 

June 7 – 11, 2015 

 

The volunteer sign-up sheet is available in the breezeway for 

VBS 2015. The theme is Camp Discovery: Jesus at Work 
Through Us and we would love for you to join us on this 

adventure! The dates are June 7-11. If you have any 

questions, please contact Catherine Manchester at 

cmanchester@mac.com or 821-4140. 

 

 

mailto:cmanchester@mac.com


          VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
Food and Supplies 

 
If you are able to provide any of the following,  

please sign up on the sheet provided in the breezeway. 
Thanks so much! 

 
 

 
 

2—101 oz. cans cut green beans (or equivalent) 
100 flour tortillas, fajita size 
100 individual bags of chips, assorted flavors 
2 regular sized squeeze bottles ketchup 
2 regular sized bottles Ranch salad dressing 
3 pounds shredded cheese 
6 pounds pasta, mini bowties (farfalle) 
3—8 oz. containers of Parmesan cheese 
8 loaves garlic bread 
2 seedless watermelons 
6 pounds grapes 
3—gallon pails ice cream—2 vanilla; 1 chocolate 
1 bottle chocolate syrup 
1 bottle strawberry syrup 
Variety of sprinkles and toppings for ice cream sundaes 
4—82.5 oz. cans lemonade mix 
2 large boxes of Golden Grahams cereal 
1 bag of chocolate chips 
2 bags mini marshmallows 
40 snack size bags of pretzels 
40 bottles of water 
40 full-size Hershey’s bars 
200 plastic forks 
100 plastic spoons 
50 plastic knives 
400 paper plates 
400—9 oz. paper cups 
75 clear plastic punch cups (squatty—9 oz. size) 
100 disposable paper bowls—for ice cream sundaes 
500 paper napkins 
4 packages of baby wipes 

 
 



 

 
SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE  

 

COFFEE HOST SIGN UP 
 

  Volunteers Needed to Serve - Please take a minute and sign 

   up for the Sunday on which you wish to serve.  The sign-up  

 sheet is on the bulletin board by the Parlor.  
 

 

The schedule for May, 2015 is: 
 

  May 3
rd

          Alisa Coffey and Anna Lane 

  

  May 10
th

       Reavis and Junkans Families 

 

  May 17
th

         Cline Family 

 

      May 24
th

           Deb Penny 

 

  May 31
st
  ____________________________ 

 

 

The schedule for June, 2015 is: 
 

    

  June 7
th

        _____________________________ 

 

  June 14
th

         
 

_____________________________ 

 

      June 21
st
         _____________________________ 

       

  June 28
th

           _____________________________ 

 

Thank you for serving!!! 

 



WEDDING SHOWER 
for 

Jess Kindschi and Paul Walter 
Sunday - May 3rd - 12:30 – 2:00 p.m. 

 
A Wedding Shower to honor Jess Kindschi and Paul Walter will be 

this Sunday, May 3
rd

, from 12:30 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the Grace 

Parlor.  Jess and Paul will be married on November 7
th

.  They are 

registered at Bed, Bath and Beyond, Target and Home Depot.  

Because Jess and Paul are flying down this time, we suggest that 

gifts from the registry may be shipped to the address that is on 

their registry. The hostesses are Lori Bloom, Pat Funk, Sally 

McNabb, Riley Middaugh, Margaret Schulz, Ann Stoker and 

Sheila Wilimzig.  
 

 
 

JOY CLUB FLOAT TRIP 
 

 Date -        June 12
th

, 2015 

 Time -        meet at 9:00 a.m.  

 Place -        Highway 14 bridge 

  

For more information contact Tim Loyd at 851-6457 or 352-4908 

or email Tim at timpaul59@att.net.  

  

  

 

 
SIT AND SEW 

 

Bring your project and join the Sit and Sew group on Tuesday, 

May 5
th

, at 12:00 noon in the downstairs classroom in the church.  

For details call Carole Nichols, Riley Middaugh or Sammye Sue 

Harrill. 

 

 

mailto:timpaul59@att.net


ANNUAL GRACE FAMILY 
CONGREGATION-WIDE PICNIC 

 

Sunday, May 17th   
1:00 p.m. 

at 

RESERVOIR PARK 
(just past Pavilion in the Park on Cantrell) 

 

FOOD, FELLOWSHIP & FUN 
a FRIEND or TWO 

for HORSE SHOES, FRISBEES, and PRIZES 
 

Bring a bucket of chicken and/or your favorite picnic dish 
and join us for good food, fun and fellowship.  Drinks will 
be provided.   
 

We will have our regular Sunday worship services at 8:15 
and 10:45 a.m. and the picnic will start around 1:00 p.m.  
There will be plenty of time after the 10:45 service to 
change into your casual clothes and get your picnic food 
together.   
 

Everyone is invited to come together for great food, lots of 
fun, awesome prizes and fantastic fellowship!   
 

 See you there, 
Board of Parish Fellowship 

 
 

  
                         

                           Fun, fellowship and great food!!! 



 

FELLOWSHIP CLUB 

The Fellowship Club will meet on Tuesday, May 19
th

, at 12:00 

noon in Parker Hall for a delicious lunch served by our ACTS 

friends.  Join us for fun, food, and fellowship.  Call the church 

office for more information. 
 

 
NOON DEVOTIONS WITH PASTOR 

 

Noon Devotions with Pastor is Thursday, May 14
th

, at 12:00 

noon in Parker Hall.  Bring a sandwich and join us as Pastor 

Walter leads us in a Bible study.  Drinks, chips, and dessert are 

provided.  Bring a friend and join us …this is a wonderful 

opportunity for fellowship!! 

 

 
YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

 

Our Young Adult Bible Study will meet on May 11
th

 and then 

break for the summer.  Please call or e-mail Chaplain David Witte 

for information as to where they will meet each time.  Contact 

Chaplain Witte at drwitte@gmail.com or 630-738-3835. 

 

 

ENDOWMENT NEWS 
 

The Endowment Committee is currently accepting applications for 

scholarships for the 2015-2016 school year.  Applicants must be 

attending a Lutheran University or Seminary to be eligible.  

Applications are available through the church office.  If you are 

currently receiving a scholarship from Grace, we ask that you 

update us with your fall plans. All applications due by May 30
th

. 
 

                                                                      Rudy Bischof, Director  

Grace Board of Endowment 

mailto:drwitte@gmail.com


FROM THE BOARD OF EVANGELISM 

The CALL 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

After sharing the information about the upcoming Walk for the Waiting 

after the 8:15 and 10:45 services this past Sunday, I realized how much 

more information the Board of Evangelism has to share with you about 

our work with The CALL.   
 

Grace Lutheran is one of 84 Christian congregations in Pulaski County 

that is involved with The CALL.  We have been active with The CALL 

for six years now, supporting their efforts to find foster and adoptive 

families for the children of Arkansas.  According to The CALL website 

(thecallinarkansas.org), in 2014 209 families attended a CALL info 

meeting, one of which was held here at Grace.  Of those families who 

attended, 118 families began the process to foster and adopt.  Sixty-five 

new Christian foster and adoptive families were approved and open to 

help children and families in need.  In the 7 years since The CALL in 

Pulaski County began, they have helped 182 children and teens be 

adopted in loving Christian families and helped over thousands of 

children and teens receive support in foster families.  This is in Pulaski 

County.  Since they began 7 years ago, The CALL now supports 

families and children in 30 counties, with foster and adoption services 

opening in four more.  The reason I share this information is to show 

how God’s love shines and spreads through His family members in 

Christ. 
 

Maxwell and I wore a shirt listing acts that we can do to help The 

CALL, but I believe that these actions are true in what we can do to 

share God’s Word.  The list starts: 
 

If you can’t foster, you can adopt. 

If you can’t adopt, you can mentor. 

If you can’t mentor, you can donate. 

If you can’t donate, you can educate. 

We add: 

If you can’t educate, you can pray. 
 

Starting this past Good Shepherd Sunday, we will be praying for children 

that are still waiting for their foster and/or adoptive family and for the 

people that support them.  You may notice a new portrait of a young man 

in the walkway.  Marvin is 10 years old and is presently waiting for a 



forever family.  We ask that you hold Marvin, and the other waiting 

children and young adults, in your prayers so that they may be adopted 

by or fostered in a loving, Christian family.   
 

At the end of this month, Grace members will participate in The CALL’s 
Disney Extravaganza.  This is a great opportunity to volunteer with the 

Board of Evangelism as we help kids find a foster or adoptive family.  

We set up a booth and play Nemo’s Fintastic bean bag toss, which is 

one of the most frequently visited games year after year.  Look for more 

announcements for ways to participate.  If you have questions about The 

CALL or how Grace is helping, please ask Shaun or Justine Baker or 

members of the Board of Evangelism.   
 

As we serve the broken families, we are reminded that we were made 

orphans through sin.  Yet we are accepted into God’s family through no 

actions of our own.  Our Savior Jesus Christ opens His arms to us, and 

He accepts us as His children just as we are.  His unconditional love 

shines through us, and now we can share our joy and blessings with 

others.  Please pray this month for the waiting children of Arkansas that 

they may be taken into the arms of loving families.  Pray we remember 

God’s love for us.  And continue to pray for those who are orphaned by 

sin, that they may find a family in Christ Jesus.  
 

Rejoice in Christ! 

Shaun Baker 
 

 

DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES 
(DCFS) 

 

Grace continues to support the foster care program in the East 

Office of DCFS.  Some of the items they need for the children 

coming into their office include:   
 

Diaper all sizes, wipes, kleenex 

Snacks: pop tarts, cracker, cookies,  juice 

Microwavable: ravioli, spaghetti, macaroni 
 

If you can help provide any of these items, please bring them to the 

church and place them in the box for DCFS which is in the 

breezeway. For more information, contact Pat Funk or any of the 

Board of Evangelism members.    



 

BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES AT GRACE 
Our nursery, downstairs in the church, is also available to take care  

of the infants and toddlers during Sunday School/Bible Class time. 
 

 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS - Pastor Walter’s Bible Class meets each 

Sunday at 9:45 a.m. in Parker Hall.  Pastor continues with a study 

from the series God’s Word for Today:  Galatians – The Cost of 

Freedom.   

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES for children ages 3 through 6
th

 grade 
are held in the lower level of the Family Life Center. Parents are 
invited to join us for the opening service at 9:45 each Sunday.  
Questions? Contact Colleen Moorman for more information.   

JUNIOR YOUTH class meets at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday in their 

classroom downstairs in the church.  John Calvillo leads the class 

each Sunday morning.   

SENIOR YOUTH class meets each Sunday at 9:45 a.m. in their 

classroom downstairs in the church.  Dave Roberts leads the class 

each Sunday morning. 

YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY will meet on May 11
th

 and then 

break for the summer.  Please call or e-mail Chaplain David Witte 

for information as to where they will meet each time.  Contact 

Chaplain Witte at drwitte@gmail.com or 630-738-3835. 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY - Pastor Walter is conducting a Women’s 

Bible Study on Tuesday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in the downstairs 

classroom in the original church building.  Pastor’s study is a 

Longer Look at the Lectionary for the previous Sunday.  If you 

have any questions about this Bible Study, please contact Pastor 

Walter. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY class meets each Wednesday morning at 

6:30 a.m. at St. Vincent Hospital in the 4
th

 floor conference room 

(off the main elevator).  Pastor Walter leads this Bible Study.  All 

men of Grace are encouraged to attend. 

mailto:drwitte@gmail.com


MAY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND GOD'S BLESSINGS to … 

  2 - Kaye Gilbert 

  3 - Russlynn Krueger 

  4 - Ruth Whitney 

6 - Luther Sutterfield 

  7 - Courtlyn Eubanks, Becky Ross, Eric Westerfield 

  8 - May Harrell 

10 - Owen McCrory, Eldon Schulz 

12 - David Witte 

13 - Christian Johnston, Richard Sanders 

14 - Ross Holzhauer, Lauren Keppel, Sean Moorman 

15 - Rachel Allen, Annabelle Conrad  

16 - Jonathan Cline, Allie Ray, Emily Stein 

18 - Robert Grant 

19 - Luke Eustice, Casey Jenkins, Emma Lile, Bowman Stein, Sandy Sweeney 

21 - Sandy Price 

23 - Cole Jenkins 

24 - Robert Bemberg, Jr., Judy Rivers 

25 - Warren Rivers 

26 - Spencer Lile,  Johnna Litwa 

28 - Tullio Jacuzzi 

29 - Bill Jones 

30 - Kari Klein 

31 - Allen Deislinger 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY AND GOD'S BLESSINGS  to … 

  1 - Sandy and Tim Sweeney 

  3 - Anita and Bill Allaben 

  4 - Sharon and Gervais LeBlanc 

12 - Heather and Travis Starr, Sheila and Robert Wilimzig 

13 - Jan and Robert Grant, Tiffany and Richard Warriner 

15 - Emily and Carter Stein 

16 - Judy and Dennis Fastenau 

18 - Carmen and Drew Stewart 

20 - Angie and Gary Proud 

21 - Karen and Roy Bullard, Lindsay and Jarrod Zweifel 

22 - Lauren and Craig Schluterman 

24 - Alicia and Willie Eustice 

26 - Leah and Demitri Villarreal 

27 - Phillis and Eric Westerfield 

28 - Crissy and Nathan Beethe 
 

We apologize if we have missed your birthday or anniversary;  

please let us know in the church office so we can update our records. Thank you!! 



 
 

Despite being a weather rollercoaster April has 
been a great and busy month! We found 
ourselves making alternate plans numerous times 
when the weather didn’t cooperate, but always 

having fun!   
 
Early in the month we traveled in story and song through Holy 
Week to our Savior’s glorious resurrection!  The kids know the 
story so well and tell it with such great joy!   And, yes, the Easter 
bunny made a special visit; and we made our annual resurrection 
biscuits – always yummy!  We learned about Thomas, and Jesus 
speaking to US—”blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have believed”, and that He gave US all a job to do “...go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 
to obey everything I have commanded you.” AND the best 
message ever “and surely I am with you always, to the very end of 
the age."  The Juniors and Seniors made their annual trip to 
Pinnacle Mountain – and the rain even stayed away for most of 
our trip! 
 
And no slowing down for May!   We’ll learn one of our favorite 
Bible stories—Noah—boats—and water—and animals—and 
rainbows—and most of all God’s promise!  Lots of outside time to 
play and explore, plus swim lessons for the Juniors and Seniors!  
The Senior class will most likely make a special trip to wrap up 
their year but we haven’t quite decided where yet. 
 
Early June will find our summer friends joining us for fun — more 
on that next month. 
 
Until then God’s continued blessings to each of you —   

Colleen 
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