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“Power From On High” 
Jesus said to His disciples: “These are my words that I spoke to you 

while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the 

Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.”  

Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said 

to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the 

third day rise from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of 

sins should be proclaimed in His name to all nations, beginning from 

Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of these things.  And behold, I am 

sending the promise of my Father upon you.  but stay in the city 

until you are clothed with power from on high.” (Luke 24:44-49)  

The month of May is here.  It is always a very busy month.  We 

honor our mothers on the Second Sunday of May and so we remember 

with thanksgiving to God that we were blessed with our mothers, who 

bore us, cared for us and nurtured us.  Those whose mothers are still with 

them have an opportunity to once again show them their love and 

appreciation for what they have meant to them through the years.  Many 

of us can also be thankful that our mothers were examples of the faith 

and made sure that we were taught the love of God which is in Christ 

Jesus our Lord.  Happy Mother’s Day to all of our mothers. 

May is also a time of celebration for all of our graduates, those 

graduating at various different levels, pre-school, elementary school, 

high school, college and beyond.  After each graduation we are relegated 

once again to the lowest level of entry.  It seems that with each level of 

graduation we return to the bottom of the ladder to once again start anew.  

Such is life for us as we mark these kinds of milestones along the way.  

We will also celebrate Confirmation this month on Pentecost Sunday, 

May 20th.  Confirmation is not graduation but marks the process by 

which one becomes a communicant member of our congregation.  It is 

also in keeping with the Great Commission mandate of making disciples 

by baptizing and teaching.  Morgan Yovanovich and James Junkans will 

make their public confession of faith in the 10:45 Service on Pentecost 

Sunday.  I sometimes cannot get over how quickly they grow up! 



Pentecost Day is a moveable feast day as it is determined by the 

day upon which Easter falls, so while we usually celebrate Pentecost in 

May it could also fall in the month of June.  It was on this day, fifty days 

after Easter, that power from on high was poured out upon the disciples 

and those gathered with them in Jerusalem.  The Lord chose this time 

when many Jewish pilgrims were gathered in the city observing the Old 

Testament feast of Pentecost to clothe His church with the Holy Spirit.  

St. Peter preached a powerful Law and Gospel sermon on that first 

Pentecost and the result was that about 3,000 souls were added to the 

church that day as they repented of their sins and were baptized. 

The power to add any soul to the church is the result of the work 

of the Holy Spirit, God’s power from on high.  The Lord has given to His 

Church the command to make disciples of all nations and He has also 

given us the tools necessary to make them.  We know those tools to be 

the “Means of Grace.”  Those “means” are Gospel power unto salvation.  

They are the Word of God, Holy Baptism and Holy Communion.  It is 

that Word of God that gives power to simple water in Holy Baptism and 

to the elements of bread and wine in Holy Communion offering 

forgiveness and eternal life to those the Lord brings to faith. 

On that first Pentecost there were gathered in Jerusalem Jews 

from every nation under heaven.  Do you think the Lord knew what He 

was doing?  He definitely had a captive audience.  After witnessing the 

outpouring of power from on high, hearing God’s Word preached by 

Peter and receiving Holy Baptism, these Jewish pilgrims returned to their 

homes and bore witness of what they had seen and heard.  That sharing 

of the Good News continues even unto this day and the Lord chooses to 

use us to share that Word with others.  This means that we all have to be 

prepared by God’s powerful Word to give a reason for the hope that we 

have in Jesus.  It is our responsibility as members of the Body of Christ 

to reach out with God’s love to others.  As we share this Good News we 

have the promise of Jesus that as we do so He is with us always, to the 

very end of the age.  This is the power for your witness.  Believing in His 

promise, may the Lord continue to bless our witnessing in His name. 

Finally the last weekend of the month of May is Memorial Day 

weekend.  That Sunday we celebrate Holy Trinity Sunday and on the 

following Monday we remember those that have gone ahead of us, 

relatives and friends, as well as those who gave their lives so that we 

might have freedom and its peace.  Every weekend we have an 

opportunity to remember that this is exactly what Jesus did for us as we 

gather in His name. 

Blessed Pentecost - Pastor Walter  



 “Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest” 
 
Greetings in Christ and a blessed Easter! 
 
I first want to thank everyone who devoted their time, efforts, 
and talents toward our observance of Holy Week and Easter 
here at Grace! I am especially grateful for the many musicians 
in our Adult Choir, Handbell Choir and Brass Ensemble and for 
the great amount of time they put into preparation. It was truly 
a great celebration of Our Lord’s resurrection! 
 
While we remain in the season of Easter, it is easy to think that 
it will be quite a while before we celebrate a major festival. 
However, this is not the case! During the month of May, we will 
celebrate the Day of Pentecost. For early Christians, Pentecost 
was second only to Easter in its importance! Pentecost is the 
“birthday” of the Christian Church, as the Holy Spirit came 
upon the disciples and they gave their compelling witness to 
many people about their resurrected Lord (Acts 2:1-41). 
Because of this emphasis on the Holy Spirit, Pentecost is an 
ideal festival for mission emphasis. 
 
One of the hymns commonly sung in Lutheran congregations 
on the Day of Pentecost (and the next week, Trinity Sunday) is 
“Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest” (LSB 498). This hymn holds 
a rich history not only within the Lutheran tradition, as its 
origin was centuries before Luther. 
 
“Veni Creator Spiritus” was a popular Pentecost hymn of the 
Middle Ages. Originally written in Latin, the hymn is attributed 
to Rhabanus Maurus (776-856), who served as Archbishop of 
Mainz and is seen as the first important German theologian. 
The tune associated with the text is a ninth-century Sarum 
plainsong (or Gregorian chant).   
 
As I mentioned in October’s newsletter, Luther was a 
proponent of using older religious music from a variety of 
traditions for congregational singing. While “Veni Creator 



Spiritus” had been translated into German before, Luther 
sought to adapt the text and melody for singing by the 
congregation. After translating the Latin text into German, he 
derived a melody from the existing chant. This resulted in a 
hymn deeply rooted in the musical history of the church, but 
adapted for singing by the people in their own language. We 
now know this hymn as “Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest.” 
 
Recalling the history of this hymn is especially applicable at 
Pentecost, as we recall the Holy Spirit descending upon the 
Apostles, and they began to speak in other languages. We are 
reminded that the Christian Church is made up of all true 
believers, and that the Gospel is to be proclaimed throughout 
the world to all nations and all peoples. Let us pray for the 
continued outpouring of the Holy Spirit and the fulfillment of 
His sanctifying work! 
 
In His Service, 
 
Charlie Russell, Director of Parish Music  
 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 2018 

 

The Question and Answer Service will be Wednesday, May 

16
th

, at 7:00 p.m. and their Confirmation will be Sunday, May 

20
th

, in the Divine Service at 10:45 a.m..  

 

Our confirmands are: 
 

James Junkans – son of Joel and Gina Junkans 

Morgan Yovanovich – daughter of Randy and Amy Yovanovich 

 
 

 



GRACE FAMILY NEWS AND NOTES 
 

 

CONGRATULATIONS … 

CONGRATULATIONS to Jennifer and Ali Pervaiz on the birth of 

their daughter, Leila Pervaiz, born Thursday, April 19
th

, in 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  Her grandparents are Tim and Sandy 

Sweeney.  Congratulations and God’s blessings.  

 
CONGRATULATIONS to Sarah Johnson who has been accepted in 

the Lutheran Young Adult Corps as a mission intern to assist with 

campus ministry at First Lutheran Church in Boston, 

Massachusetts.  Congratulations and God’s Blessings to Sarah. 

 
 
OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY… 

OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY to the family of Hedy Billmayer 

who died Thursday evening, March 29
th

.  Hedy moved here from 

Alabama and while living with her daughter Monika Hemenway,  

they attended Grace.  Funeral arrangements for Hedy were in 

Huntsville, Alabama.  Please remember Monika and her family in 

your prayers. 

 
OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY to the family of Edwina Kanis 

Atkinson who died Tuesday, April 10
th

.  Her Funeral Service was 

Saturday, April 14
th

, at Ruebel Funeral with Pastor Walter 

officiating.  Edwina is the sister of Emma Louise Lile. Please 

remember Edwina’s family in your thoughts and prayers. 

 
OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY to the family of Tom Warren, 

father of Greg Warren, who died early Sunday morning, April 8
th

 

in Florida.  Tom is the grandfather of Andrew and Matthew 

Warren.  Please remember Greg, Barb, Andrew, Matthew and their 

family in your thoughts and prayers. 

 

 

 



 
THOSE WHO SERVE IN MAY 

 
ACOLYTE SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Services – Jack Stephens 

10:45 a.m. Services –– Michael Gipson 

 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 

May 6
th

 – 10:45 Service – Gervais LeBlanc 

May 13
th

 – 8:15 Service – Raymond Harrill 

May 20
th

 – 10:45 Service – Jonathan Cline 

May 27
th

 – 8:15 Service – Richard Sanders 

 

 USHERS’ SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Services – Tim Loyd’s team 

Robert Bemberg, Sr., Daniel Loyd, Ed Mahnken, Claude Riggin,  

10:45 a.m. Services – Dave Robert’s team 

Charlie Buchanan, Michael Gipson 

 

CANTORS’ SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Services – Chuck Fandrei 

10:45 a.m. Services – Jeff Ralston 

 
GREETERS’ SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Services – Brenda Parscale and Sally McNabb 

10:45 a.m.  Services – Marietta Gutierrez 

 
ALTAR GUILD SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Services – Lori Bloom 

10:45 a.m. Services – Lou Alice May 
Wednesday Mid-Week Services – Suzanne Raddle, Wilma Richter 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
Splash Canyon VBS 

 

July 22-26 
 
 
Plunge in to VBS 2018 at Splash Canyon VBS - July 22-26 

where your children learn how God keeps His promises on life’s 

wild ride! They’ll look into the Bible, God’s Holy Word, and 

explore five Bible accounts where our faithful God keeps His 

promises to be with us and gives us life and hope through Jesus, 

our Savior.  

 

A sign-up sheet for volunteer opportunities is on the bridge so take 

a minute and sign up today!  Also please save the date as 

registration will open soon!!  

 

 For more information contact Catherine Manchester.  



 
OUR GRADUATES 

Junior High, High School and College 
 

In the June Newsletter we will be publishing the names of all 

those who are graduating from junior high, high school or college 

this spring.  We would also like to know of any awards or 

scholarships you have received, and if you are graduating from 

high school, please share your plans for after graduation.  Please 

call the church office with this information or e-mail it to Pat at 

patfunk@gracelutheranlr.org. 

 

 

 

MEN’S WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS will no longer 

meet at St. Vincent but are beginning to meet in the Parlor at Grace 

each Wednesday morning at 6:30 a.m. for their Bible Class with 

Pastor Walter leading the study. 
 

 

 

 

NOON DEVOTIONS WITH PASTOR 
May 10

th
 – 12:00 noon 

Parker Hall 

 

NOON DEVOTIONS WITH PASTOR is Thursday, May 10
th

, at 

12:00 noon in Parker Hall. Pastor Walter shares a devotional 

Bible study with us so bring your Bible and a sandwich.  Drinks, 

chips, and dessert are provided.   

 

This is a wonderful opportunity for fellowship and Bible Study.  

Come and bring a friend with you!! 

 

 

 

mailto:patfunk@gracelutheranlr.org


 

 

SAFETY CONCERNS  
 
 
The Board of Elders and the Board of Church Properties have 

worked together for several months to upgrade the security of our 

church.   

 

Our work is an ongoing process which will take several more 

weeks to complete.  You will be seeing changes as they are 

implemented.   

 

Door locks are being been upgraded; monitor cameras have been 

installed around the periphery and grounds of the building with 

video screens installed to permit continuous monitoring of the 

exterior and of each entry way.  While no interior door will be 

locked which would prevent exit, each door will be fitted so that 

exterior access can be limited.   

 

The Boards deem it prudent to lock exterior entrances ten minutes 

after each service begins, EXCEPT for the front entrance to the 

sanctuary.  Late arrivals will be directed to the street level Hillcrest 

West Sanctuary entrance.  For anyone needing access by ramp 

from Hillcrest, the camera monitors provide notice to ushers to 

open the door.   

 

Each door will be marked with a sign directing entry to the front 

entrance after start of service.  This will involve some adjustments 

for some members, such as the inconvenience of finding a door 

locked, and using an alternate entry, but circumstances require that 

we make changes for the safety of all. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

STEWARDSHIP BUDGET RE-CAP 

2018 budget totals $560,751  
which is an average weekly 

General Fund contribution requirement of $10,784 
 

Budget needs through April 22   $172,544 
Actual expenses through April 22      $178,763 
 
Contributions to General Fund from all sources $141,276* 
Average weekly contribution through April 22                $8830 
 
In summary, General Fund giving for the year is $ 37,487 less than 
actual expenses.  
 
Non-budget giving to designated funds through April 22 $9257 
 
*These contributions include a monthly payment from ECDC to help 
offset expenses. They  also include some memorials and honorariums 
which are not designated to specific funds. 

 

 

 
FELLOWSHIP CLUB 

 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018    

12:00 noon 
 

The Fellowship Club will meet on Tuesday, May 22
nd,

 at 12:00 

noon in Parker Hall for lunch served by our ACTS friends.   

 

Join us for fun, food, and fellowship!!  Call the church office if 

you need more information. 



  

 
SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE  

 

COFFEE HOST SIGN UP 
 
 

    Volunteers Needed to Serve - Please take a minute and sign 

   up for the Sunday on which you wish to serve.  The sign-up  

 sheet is on the bulletin board by the Parlor.  
 

 

  The schedule for May, 2018 is: 
 

   May 6        _____________________________ 

  

   May 13        _____________________________ 

 

   May 20        
 

Debbie Penny and Sally McNabb 

 

   May 27          Debbie Craig and Mildred Wilkins 

 

 

The schedule for June, 2018 is: 
 

   June 3          Board of Parish Fellowship 

 

   June 10      
 

_____________________________ 

 

   June 17       Joan Ann and Ralph Olsen 

    

   June 24       VBS Committee 

 

    

Thanks!  We appreciate your help. 



 

BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES AT GRACE 
 

Our nursery, downstairs in the church, is also available to take care 

of the infants and toddlers on Sunday morning not only during 

both Worship Services but also during Sunday School and Bible 

Class time.  Mary Ann Dyer is our nursery attendant.  

 

 
 

 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS – Pastor Walter’s class meets each 

Sunday morning at 9:45 a.m. upstairs in the Family Life 

Center in Parker Hall.  Pastor Walter has started a study of St. 

Peter’s Epistles, beginning with 1 Peter 1..     

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES for children ages 3 through 6
th

 

grade are held in the lower level of the Family Life Center. 

Parents are invited to join us for the opening service at 9:45 

each Sunday.  If you have questions, contact Colleen 

Moorman for more information.   

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH - Their class meets at 9:45 a.m. on 

Sunday in their classroom downstairs in the church.  Joel 

Junkans will lead the class each Sunday morning.   

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH - Their class meets each Sunday at 

9:45 a.m. in their classroom downstairs in the church.  Dave 

Roberts leads the class each Sunday morning. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY class meets each Wednesday morning 

at 6:30 a.m. in the Parlor here at Grace.  Pastor Walter leads 

this Bible Study each week. 

 



MAY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND GOD'S BLESSINGS to … 

  2 - Kaye Gilbert 

  3 - Russlynn Krueger 

  4 - Ruth Whitney 

6 - Weston Allaben  

  7 - Courtlyn Eubanks, Becky Ross, Eric Westerfield 

10 - Owen McCrory, Eldon Schulz 

12 - David Witte 

13 - Richard Sanders 

14 - Lauren Keppel  

15 - Rachel Allen  

16 - Jonathan Cline, Emily Stein 

18 - Robert Grant 

19 - Luke Eustice,  Emma Lile, Bowman Stein, Sandy Sweeney 

20 - Conrad Stein 

22 - David Edward Connor III 

23 - Lewis Sheridan 

24 - Robert Bemberg, Jr. 

26 - Johnna Litwa 

27 - Duke Metzler 

28 - Tullio Jacuzzi 

29 - Bill Jones 

30 - Kari Klein, Myrna Smith 

31 - Allen Deislinger 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY AND GOD'S BLESSINGS  to … 

  1 - Sandy and Tim Sweeney 

  3 - Anita and Bill Allaben 

  4 - Sharon and Gervais LeBlanc 

  6 - Angie and Randy Wright 

12 - Sheila and Robert Wilimzig 

13 - Jan and Robert Grant  

15 - Emily and Carter Stein 

18 - Carmen and Drew Stewart 

19 - Celeste and David Connor 

20 - Angie and Gary Proud 

21 - Karen and Roy Bullard, Lindsay and Jarrod Zweifel 

22 - Lauren and Craig Schluterman 

24 - Alicia and Willie Eustice 

25 - Carly and Matt Golladay 

27 - Phillis and Eric Westerfield 
 

We apologize if we have missed your birthday or anniversary;  

please let us know in the church office so we can update our records. Thank you!! 



ECDC News & Notes . . 

. 
Despite rollercoaster weather April has been a great and 

busy month! We found ourselves making alternate plans numerous times, but 
always having fun!   
 
We wrapped up our Easter celebration and then focused on Jesus’ time on 
earth following His Resurrection.  We learned about Thomas, and Jesus 
speaking to US—”blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed”, 
and that He gave US all a job to do “...go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” AND the best 
message ever “and surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."   
 
The ECDC Staff hosted (i.e. volunteered for) our second (maybe) annual 
Parent’s Night Out.  It was another great night of fun and fund raising enabling 
the staff to purchase some support equipment (that’s beyond the budget’s 
realm).   
 
We completed the three assessments necessary for our Better Beginnings 
recertification – hat’s off to us we remain a “Level 3” program!  My thanks to 
the staff – they are the ones that make it happen!! 
 
Last, but not least, the emergency exit door in the Nursery has finally become a 
reality! Thanks to John Ketcher for overseeing the construction – making sure 
the end product would truly address our needs.  I also want to thank our staff 
for their flexibility and patience as they and the kids became gypsies once again 
moving to alternate classrooms!  Now we wait on the Fire Marshall and then 
two year project is a “done deal!” 
 
And no slowing down for May!   We’ll learn one of our favorite Bible stories—
Noah—boats—water—animals—and rainbows—and most of all God’s 
promise!  We will have lots of outside time to play and explore.  Once again we 
have a garden and really enjoy spending time there – you need to check it out 
and help yourself to a veggie or two!  Swim lessons start soon for the 
Junior/Senior Class!  I’m tired already and the month hasn’t even begun.  Early 
June will find our summer friends joining us for fun — more on that next 
month.   
 

Until then God’s continued blessings to each of you — Colleen 


