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“COME, YE THANKFUL PEOPLE” 

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.” (Exodus 20:8) 
What does this mean?  We should fear and love God that we do not 

despise preaching and His Word, but hold it sacred and gladly hear 

and learn it. (Luther’s Small Catechism) 

 

 Over the last few weeks I have been using the Ten 

Commandments as the basis for my Children’s Message on Sunday 

morning.  It allows me to share them with our children, some of whom 

know the commandments and even some of Luther’s meanings to those 

commandments.  It also allows me to speak to the larger congregation 

assembled on Sunday mornings, some of whom know the 

commandments and even some of Luther’s meanings to those 

commandments, and of course some do not. 

 Certainly our salvation does not depend upon what we have 

memorized from God’s Holy Word or from Martin Luther’s Small 

Catechism.  I still require memory work on the part of the seventh and 

eighth graders who are taking Confirmation instruction.  I truly think it is 

an excellent teaching tool both in the classroom and later as one hears a 

sermon or attends Bible study.  What we have banked in our memories 

comes in handy sometimes.  It may be that it helps us answer questions 

as we watch “Jeopardy” on television or play a game like “Trivial 

Pursuit.”  I remember dates and events in history and I also remember 

statistics and events from baseball.  (Are you surprised?)  Neither of 

which have anything to do with my salvation, but I like to remember 

some of those things for discussion from time to time.   

 Of course ‘smart phones’ put a lot of information at our 

fingertips.  If we try to recall an event, a date, who starred in a movie, or 

who was the first Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, we can ‘Google’ 

that question and get an immediate answer.  It does help us if we can 

remember how to spell.  Certainly technology allows us to have 

information in an instant.   That also applies to having an app for God’s 

Word and even Luther’s Small Catechism.  You may wish to download 

those applications.  They may be beneficial for your spiritual well-being. 



One of the reasons the Lord gave the Law to Moses was for the 

protection of His people, their very well-being.  Yet even the unbeliever 

benefits from his and our following of the Law, or the civil laws which 

flow from the commands of God given at Mount Sinai to the Children of 

Israel.  Certainly we realize that honor is due our parents and those who 

have authority over us.  Taking another’s life or inflicting physical harm 

or despising our neighbor represents a violation of the Fifth 

Commandment.  Being promiscuous or failing to show love to our 

spouse, taking another’s possessions and damaging someone’s reputation 

are prohibited by the sixth, seventh and eighth commandments.  Living 

our lives content with what the Lord provides for us is covered in the 

ninth and tenth commandments.  All of these commandments deal with 

our relationship to our neighbor and his relationship with us so that we 

might live peaceably with one another.  We call these commandments 

the “second table of the Law.”  The second greatest commandment is to 

“love your neighbor as yourself.” 

 There is also a “first table of the Law.”  That table directs our 

attention to God’s desire for our relationship with Him.  He is a jealous 

God, even as He alone is God, for there is no other.  Yet because of our 

own human nature we make for ourselves other gods.  This is 

unacceptable in light of God’s commandments.  Just as the Lord prefaced 

His giving of the Ten Commandments, with these words, “I am the Lord 

your God,” so too we recognize that He is our God for He has made us 

so by His grace in the waters of Holy Baptism.  For this reason we are 

called to acknowledge Him as such and live in a relationship with Him 

that He desires and establishes.  It is His will that we love Him with all 

of our heart, mind, strength and soul.  That is the first great 

commandment.   

 So not only are we to flee from idolatry, but we are also called to 

use the name of the Lord properly, calling upon it in every trouble, 

praying by it as well as praising and thanking Him in our worship.  

Worship is significant in our relationship with God.  It is in Divine 

Service that we are given gifts to strengthen our faith in Him and live for 

Him.  Through Word and Sacrament the Holy Spirit empowers us to live 

for Him so that what He commands of us He freely gives to us.  We were 

created to be in fellowship (communion) with God and with one another.  

That helps us understand the very nature of worship as we gather with 

one another in God’s promised presence to be strengthened in our 

pilgrimage and assured of eternal life.  Jesus said, “The Sabbath was 

made for man, not man for the Sabbath.”  (Mark 2:27)  The Sabbath 

gives us opportunity to rest in the grace and mercy of Almighty God.  



 As Christians we gather for worship on the first day of the week, 

on Sunday, because we gather to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, for He rose from the dead on the first day of the week.  Of 

course each and every day gives us an opportunity to call upon God’s 

name, go to Him in prayer offering both petitions and thanksgivings, and 

taking time for personal or family devotion.  While this is a good habit 

for us it is also God pleasing.  Similarly Luther instructs us in his 

teaching on the Sacrament of Holy Baptism in this way:  What does such 

baptizing with water indicate?  It indicates that the Old Adam in us 

should by daily contrition and repentance be drowned and die with all 

sins and evil desires, and that a new man should daily emerge and arise 

to live before God in righteousness and purity forever.”  Daily indicates 

to me that Christianity is not something that we can do part time or 

sometime, but all of the time, for that is who we are and what God has 

called us to be. 

Further let us not forget to gather together as Christians for 

corporate worship, joining our voices together in praise and 

thanksgiving, and offering our prayers for the Church of God and for all 

people, not because we are commanded to do so, but in light of the 

Gospel which frees us to be God’s special redeemed and forgiven people.  

Together we find comfort in our fellowship with one another and in the 

message of forgiveness that we hear together, so that together we might 

declare the praises of Him who called us out of darkness into His 

marvelous light.  So with thankful hearts we together carry out the 

Lord’s Great Commission.   

 November is the last month of our Church Year.  The new 

Church Year begins with the First Sunday in Advent, which is November 

29
th
.  On Thursday morning, November 26

th
, we gather together to give 

thanks to God on our nation’s National Day of Thanksgiving.  It is one of 

my favorite Services and it gives us an opportunity to bring family and 

friends for worship before we gather in our homes to feast with and give 

thanks with and for one another.  As the people of God there is certainly 

much for which we should give thanks.  Most parents teach their children 

to say “please and thank you.”  For the generations of those who come 

after each of ours, we need to impress upon them the importance of 

offering thanks to God for all of His benefits freely given to us in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 

“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come.” 

Pastor Walter 



Director of Parish Music 

 

Greetings in the name of our Risen Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ!  

Happy New Year! Well, almost. November 22 is the Last Sunday of the 

Church Year (also called the Sunday of the Fulfillment or Christ the 

King Sunday), and while I’ve never heard of anyone staying up until 

midnight to drop a ball, blow noisemakers, and sing “O Come, O Come, 

Emmanuel” before the First Sunday of Advent, we are indeed close to 

the start of a new Church Year, which will begin on November 29. But 

we’re not quite there yet. 

One hymn typically associated with the end of the Church Year is 

“Wake, Awake, For Night is Flying” (LSB 516). This hymn, often called 

the King of Chorales, first appeared as one of two hymns in an appendix 

to a book of meditations published by Lutheran Pastor Philipp Nicolai 

entitled Joyful Mirror of Eternal Life in the late 1500s after many in his 

congregation died from the Plague. (The other hymn was “O Morning 

Star, How Fair and Bright” [LSB 395]). 

The first stanza tells the story of the Wise and Foolish Virgins, from 

Matthew 25: 

“Wake, awake, for night is flying,” The watchmen on the heights are 

crying; “Awake, Jerusalem, arise!” Midnight hears the welcome voices 

And at the thrilling rejoices: “Oh, where are ye, ye virgins wise? The 

Bridegroom comes, awake! Your lamps with gladness take! Alleluia! 

With bridal care Yourselves prepare To meet the Bridegroom, who is 

near.” 

The Church is the Bride of Christ, and she waits in earnest expectation 

for His return. The End of the Church Year and the Season of Advent 

focus on both the first and second comings of Christ, for to remember 

that Christ came once as little child, born of the virgin Mary is also to 

remember that He said that He would come again soon. E’en so, Lord 

Jesus, quickly come! 

Stanza two: 

Zion hears the watchmen singing, And all her heart with joy is springing; 

She wakes, she rises from her gloom. For her Lord comes down all-

glorious, The strong in grace, in truth victorious; Her star is ris’n, her 

light is come. Now come, Thou Blessed One, Lord Jesus, God’s own Son, 

Hail! Hosanna! We enter all The wedding hall To eat the Supper at Thy 

call. 



Christ will indeed return in full glory at the Last Day, and this stanza 

speaks of that day and beyond, where we “look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come.” This stanza also applies to our 

life right now, here on earth. Each Sunday Christ comes to us through 

His Word and Sacraments. When we receive the Body and Blood of 

Christ in the Sacrament of the Altar, we are given a foretaste of the Feast 

to come, the eternal Wedding Feast of the Lamb. This is a paradox, and 

Lutheran theology is full of them. We are already, in the Sacrament, 

participating in that Eternal Feast, and yet we are still here on Earth, in 

this vale of tears, and do not live fully in the joys of the life to come. 

Stanza three: 

Now let all the heav’ns adore Thee, Let saints and angels sing before 

Thee With harp and cymbals’ clearest tone. Of one pearl each shining 

portal, Where, joining with the choir immortal, We gather round Thy 

radiant throne. No eye has seen the light, No ear has heard the might Of 

Thy glory; Therefore will we Eternally Sing hymns of praise and joy to 

Thee! 

Just as the Proper Preface says, in the Sanctus: “Therefore with angels 

and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 

Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: Holy, Holy, 

Holy Lord…” This is the life which is to come. We already have a 

foretaste of it each Sunday through Word and Sacrament, and we wait 

with hopeful expectation for the day when Christ will return to take us 

from our sin-ravaged world and bring us into the new world where we 

will need no sun or moon, for the Lord God will be our light, eternally.  

Lord Jesus Christ, so govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit 

that, ever mindful of Your glorious return, we may persevere in both faith 

and holiness of living; for You live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

(Collect of the Day for the Last Sunday of the Church Year) 

 

 

Peace in Christ,  
Nathan Beethe, Director of Parish Music 

 
 
 



 
 

Thanksgiving Day  
Service 

 

 

November 26
th

  

9:00 a.m. 
 

Join us on Thanksgiving Day as we come 

together for worship and to give thanks for 

the many blessings the Lord has provided. 

 
Invite your family and friends!! 

 

 
We have provided invitations for you to send  

to your family and friends.  They are on the tables 

located at each entrance to the sanctuary. 

 

 

 
 
 

 



THOSE WHO SERVE in NOVEMBER 
 

ACOLYTE SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Worship Services – Ginger Litwa 

10:45 a.m. Worship Services – Sydney Manchester 

 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 

November 1
st
 – 10:45 Service – Craig Schluterman 

November 8
th

 – 8:15 Service – John Calvillo 

November 15
th

 – 10:45 Service – Jeff Ralston 

November 22
nd

 – 8:15 Service – Robert Nichols 

November 29
th

 – 10:45 Service – Shaun Baker 

 
 USHERS’ SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Worship Services – Paul Nichols’ team 

Tommy Borchert, Sam Cate, Chuck Fandrei  

10:45 a.m. Worship Services – Chris Pils’ team 

David Faulkner, Cole Hill, Wes Mainard 

 
CANTORS’ SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Worship Services – Joel Junkans 

10:45 a.m. Worship Services – Suzanne Lambert 

 
GREETERS’ SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Worship Services – Robert and Carole Nichols 

10:45 a.m. Worship Services – Dawn Cline 

 
ALTAR GUILD SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Services – Pat Funk 

10:45 a.m. Services – Ken and Becky Ross  

Wednesday Mid-Week Services – Suzanne Raddle & Wilma Richter 
 
 

If you are unable to serve please ask someone to fill in for you  

and then call the church office. 



 
STEWARDSHIP BUDGET RE-CAP 

2015 budget totals $537,041  
which is an average weekly 

General Fund contribution requirement of $10,328 
 

 Budget needs through October 31  $444,104 
Actual expenses through October 31  $416,123 
 
Contributions to General Fund from all sources $410,902* 
Average weekly contribution through October 31                     $9556 
 
In summary, General Fund giving for the year is $ 5220 less than actual 
expenses.  
 
Non-budget giving to designated funds through October 31     $22,677  
 
*These contributions include a monthly payment from ECDC to help 
offset expenses.They  also include some memorials and honorariums 
which are not designated to specific funds. 

 

 

 
GRACE FAMILY NEWS AND NOTES 

 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY… 

OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY to the family of Mrs. Phyllis Hasz 

who recently died in Wisconsin.  Mrs. Hasz is the aunt of Sandy 

Sweeney. Please keep Tim and Sandy and their family in your 

prayers. 

 
OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY to the family of Mary Ann 

Bemberg who died Thursday, October 29
th

, in hospice care.  Mary 

Ann is Bobby Bemberg’s aunt.  Please keep Bobby and Lydia and 

their family in your prayers. 

 



CONGRATULATIONS and GOD’S BLESSINGS…  

CONGRATULATIONS to Matthew and Kat Barlow and on the 

birth of their daughter Iriana Elizabeth Barlow who was born 

October 20
th

 in Springdale, Arkansas.  Iriana’s siblings are Abby 

and Ethan and her grandparents are Ray and Susie Barlow. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS to the Rev. Kory and Heidi Janneke on the 

birth of their daughter Adeline Margaret Janneke, who was born 

October 26
th

 in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.  Adeline is the 

granddaughter of Steve and Lisa Gertsch. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS AND GOD’S BLESSINGS to Amy Buros 

and Caleb Stein who were married on Saturday, October 17
th

, at 

First Lutheran Church with Pastor Walter officiating.  Caleb is the 

son of Charles and Mary Kathryn Stein. 

 
CONGRATULATIONS – Alex Roberts was crowned queen of the 

8th grade homecoming court at Maumelle Middle School.  The 

girls on the court were presented Thursday, October 22
nd

, in a pep 

assembly and during the football game that evening.  

Congratulations, Alex!! 
 

 

OUR THANKS… 

OUR THANKS to all who helped Pastor Walter load the Lutheran 

World Relief Care Van October 23
rd

 and 24
th

. Thank you to John 

Ketcher, Jim Marvin, Tim Sweeney, and Robert Richter for 

helping Pastor load 240 boxes totaling 5,378 pounds from 15 

congregations in Arkansas.  Thanks for your help!!! 

 

 
PARISH PLANNING and VOTERS’ MEETINGS 

 

PARISH PLANNING COUNCIL will meet on Monday, November 16
th

, 

at 7:00 p.m. in the Parlor.  VOTERS’ MEETING is Monday, November 

23
rd

, at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.   

 



 
FELLOWSHIP CLUB 

November 17TH, 12:00 noon   
Mark your calendar!!  

 

Fellowship Club will meet on Tuesday, November 17
th

, at 12:00 

noon in Parker Hall.  Plan to join us for a delicious lunch provided 

by our ACTS friends and a great time of fun and fellowship.  Call 

the church office for more information.   

 

 

 
NOON DEVOTIONS WITH PASTOR 

 

Noon Devotions with Pastor is Thursday, November 12
th

, at 

12:00 noon in Parker Hall.  Bring a sandwich and join us for 

Bible study and fellowship. Drinks, chips, and dessert are 

provided.  Bring a friend and join us …this is a wonderful 

opportunity for fellowship!! 

 

 

 

LWML WOMEN OF GRACE 

Lutheran World Relief School Kits 
 

LWML Women of Grace have put together 110 backpacks with 

school supplies for the Lutheran World Relief Care Van.  Thanks 

to everyone who contributed to this project. 

  

Dinner at Izzy’s 
 

We will meet on November 19
th

, 6:00 p.m., at Izzy's Restaurant 

for our "Giving Thanks Dinner".  Families and friends are 

invited.   Please call Pat at 663-3631 by November 16
th

 to make 

your reservation so we can contact Izzy’s Restaurant.  

 



 
 

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE  
 

COFFEE HOST SIGN UP 
 

  Volunteers Needed to Serve - Please take a minute and sign 

   up for the Sunday on which you wish to serve.  The sign-up  

 sheet is on the bulletin board by the Parlor.  

 

  The schedule for November, 2015 is: 
 

  November 1
st
     Craft Show Committee 

  

  November 8
th

    Shirley and Verna Rieve 

 

  November 15
th

    
 

Debbie Craig and Mildred Wilkins 

 

  November 22
nd

     _____________________________  

 
  November 29

th
      Sherry, Terry and Nancy Clawitter 

 
The schedule for December, 2015 is: 
 

  December 6
th

     Grace Youth Group 

 

  December 13
th

     
 
JOY Club Cookie Walk in Parker Hall 

 

  December 20
th

   _____________________________ 

    

  December 27
th

  _____________________________ 
 
 

 

Thanks!!  We appreciate your help!! 

 



BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND GOD'S BLESSINGS to  
Grace Family Members in the month of November: 

  1 - Sheri Rivers, Christopher Paulson 

  2 - Nora Robinson, Bruce Robinson 

  3 - Leah Sheridan, Barb Warren 

  4 - Maxine Biggers 

  5 - Sean Wallace 

  6 - Chris Pils  

  7 - Tammy Hill, Rick McIntyre, Courtney Sutterfield 

  8 - Lauren Faulkner, Margaret Schulz 

  9 - Erich Cline 

10 - Richard Bemberg 

11 - Alicia Eustice, David Faulkner, Mary Kathryn Stein 

12 - Janie Ginnochio, Greg Keppel                                                                  

14 - Penny Kalinowsky, Joyce Wilhelm 

15 - Evan Beethe 

17 - Emily Junkans, Robert Guy Middaugh  

19 - Diane Bruce 

20 - Debbie Penny 

21 - Pam Welling Smith 

23 - Bill Allaben, Nash Langlais, Florence Marvin 

23 - Matt McIntyre, Verna Rieve 

24 - Julia Malbrough 

25 - Randy Yovanovich 

26 - David Jones, Emma Schnackenberg 

27 - Heather Rouse Starr 

28 - Terry Clawitter 

29 - Morgan Yovanovich 

30 - Betty Wagoner, Mary Ellen McAllister 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY to these couples in November: 

   4 - Diane and David Roberts 

 14 - Elwanda and Harold Wells 

 17 - Danielle and Keylon Wilbert 

 26 - Judy and Warren Rivers      
 

We apologize if we have missed your birthday or anniversary; please let us know in the 

church office so we can update our records. Thank you!! 



 

BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES AT GRACE 
Our nursery, downstairs in the church, is also available to take care 

of the infants and toddlers on Sunday morning during Sunday 

School/Bible Class time. 

 
 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS – Pastor Walter’s class meets upstairs in the 

Family Life Center in Parker Hall.  Pastor Walter is beginning a 

new series entitled A Man Named Martin, which will examine the 

life and times of Martin Luther.  This is a Bible study series from 

the Men’s Network of the Lutheran Hour Ministries.   

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES for children ages 3 through 6
th

 grade 

are held in the lower level of the Family Life Center. Parents are 

invited to join us for the opening service at 9:45 each Sunday.  

Questions? Contact Colleen Moorman for more information.   

JUNIOR YOUTH class meets at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday in their 

classroom downstairs in the church.  John Calvillo leads the class 

each Sunday morning.   

SENIOR YOUTH class meets each Sunday at 9:45 a.m. in their 

classroom downstairs in the church.  Dave Roberts leads the class 

each Sunday morning. 

YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY meets every other Monday at 7:00 

p.m. Their next times to meet this month are Monday, November 

2
nd

, 16
th

 and 30
th

.  E-mail Chaplain David Witte at 

drwitte@gmail.com to find out the different locations or if you 

have questions. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY class meets each Wednesday morning at 

6:30 a.m. at St. Vincent Hospital in the 4
th

 floor conference room 

(off the main elevator).  Pastor Walter leads this Bible Study.  All 

men of Grace are encouraged to attend. 

 

mailto:drwitte@gmail.com


ECDC News & 

Notes 

 

Whoa! Can you believe it’s almost November?  This year has really flown! 
October was a great month at ECDC. The late month rains were so welcome 
that we didn’t mind changing our “pumpkin plans” for indoor activities.  The 
ECDC staff got very creative and we had a blast! We’re still planning on having 
our Reformation/Halloween PJ Party on the 30

th
, and we’ve rescheduled our 

Pumpkin Patch visit with the Juniors and Seniors the first part of November – 
the fun just goes on and on!! 
 

Now that November is almost here it’s time to dust off the our special stone 
and enjoy our annual Thanksgiving celebration – the 19

th
 Annual Stone Soup 

Feast – complete with kid-prepared soup, cornbread and pumpkin pies!  It is 
such a fun meaningful way to learn about giving, sharing, and saying thanks.  
Consider having lunch with us – there is always plenty and we love sharing and 
showing off our Thanksgiving attire!  Please mark your calendars for Friday, 
November 20

th
 – we start serving around 11:30 a.m.   

 

In class we will be learning about the food groups, nutrition, manners, and 
community helpers.  The Senior Class is going to the fire station to see 
community helpers at work and then to a restaurant to practice meal ordering 
and math skills (i.e. paying for lunch).  Jesus Time will find us learning about 
saying “thank you” for all God’s many blessings, and praising God through our 
music, prayers, and actions.  We’ll learn about the one man that told Jesus 
thank you while nine went on their way – where do we find ourselves in this 
group?  And, Parent/Teacher Conferences – a great time for parents and staff 
to interact and hear how each of God’s little lambs are learning and growing!   
 

Thanks to everyone who has registered their KrogerPlus Card with ECDC!  We 
are so grateful for the financial support it – YOU - provide!  If you still need to 
register, are having trouble or need more details give 
Catherine Manchester (821-4140) or me (663-0755) a 
call.  All your efforts supporting ECDC are very much 
appreciated!  

 
Until next month—God’s continued 
blessings to each of you —  

                       Colleen 



 


