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“Solus Christus” 

 
“The next day he (John the Baptist) saw Jesus coming toward 

Him, and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the 

sin of the world!’  This is He of whom I said, ‘After me comes a 

man who ranks before me, because He was before me.’” (John 

1:29-30) 

“Jesus said to him (Thomas), ‘I am the way, the truth and the 

life.  No one comes to the Father except through Me.’”  (John 

14:6) 

“This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, 

which has become the cornerstone.  And there is salvation in 

no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 

among men by which we must be saved.”  (Acts 4:11-12) 

“For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God 

and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom 

for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time.”  (1 

Timothy 2:5) 

 

 We had a great Reformation Service on Sunday!  I am 

grateful for all those who served in many and various ways.  The 

special music was great and I am appreciative of those who play in 

the Bell Choir, sing in the Adult Choir and play with the Brass here 

at Grace.  We have many gifted and talented folks here and we are 

blessed that they use their gifts and talents in service to the Lord 

and this congregation.   

 On Monday evening we almost had a full house at the 

Breckenridge Theatre for the movie, “Martin Luther – The Idea 

That Changed the World.”  Then on Tuesday evening we had good 



attendance here at Grace for our Reformation Recital and Vespers 

Service.  Alisa Coffey and Charlie Russell did very fine work on 

the harp and organ respectively, and then we were able to have a 

Service on Reformation Day as we celebrated Reformation 500! 

 While Tuesday, October 31, was just another day on the 

calendar, it did give us Lutheran Christians an opportunity to 

connect to our past and give thanks to the Lord for His undeserved 

grace and mercy.  Ultimately the Reformation is not about Martin 

Luther but about Jesus Christ.  Our celebration of this day in 

history is about what He did for us and our salvation.  Only 

through Him alone are we saved.  We are assured of forgiveness 

and life through His suffering, death and resurrection.  We are 

saved not because we are Lutheran but because we are Christian, 

we are in Christ.  We have been baptized into the death and 

resurrection of Jesus. 

 The theme put forth by The Lutheran Church—Missouri 

Synod for this special historic observance was “REFORMATION 

2017 It’s Still All About JESUS.”  Indeed it is and always must 

be about our being saved through Christ Alone.  Ultimately that is 

what the posting of the Ninety-Five Theses was all about.  This is 

at the heart and center of the Reformation.  The changes that 

Luther advocated as they related to the practices and the teachings 

of the Church were because they got Jesus wrong.  They either 

added to or took away from what He did for us and for all.  Jesus’ 

works (Gospel) were being replaced with human works (Law).   

In Jesus’ words to His disciples, “I am the way, the truth 

and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through Me.”  St. 

Peter spoke boldly before the Jewish leadership after he and John 

had been arrested for proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from 

the dead.  Peter said in their presence, “there is salvation in no one 

else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by 

which we must be saved.”  St. Paul in his first letter to a young 

pastor named Timothy, urged him to remember all people in 

supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings.  He 

pointed out to Timothy that this was God-pleasing and God 

“desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the 

truth.” Then he pointed out to Timothy that “there is one God, and 



there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ 

Jesus.”  As we are given to understand that our salvation is the 

work of Christ alone we are further able to get the other three 

“solas” right. 

Over the last few months I have been writing about the 

“solas” of the Reformation.  These slogans or “watchwords” of the 

Reformation included “Sola Fide” (Faith Alone), “Sola Gratia” 

(Grace Alone) and “Sola Scriptura” (Scripture Alone).  These 

watchwords concisely speak of Martin Luther’s assertions that the 

Church of his day had drifted away from historic Christianity and 

needed to return to these central truths.  Added to these is “Solus 

Christus” (Christ Alone).  Actually it is Faith in Christ alone, 

Grace from Christ Alone and Scripture alone that testifies to Christ 

alone that has grounded us in our celebration of the five-hundredth 

anniversary of the Reformation.  It always has been, still is, and 

always will be about Jesus!  The Church cannot be about anything 

other than Him and His redeeming work for us sinners. 

While we can share things about our congregation with 

others, that it is a friendly and welcoming place for the most part, 

that it has a particular style of worship, that it has a quality child 

care facility, that it is housed in an attractive stone building in the 

Hillcrest neighborhood area, we really should make sure that first 

and foremost we are a place that shares Jesus.  That is our mission!  

That is the purpose for our existence as a Lutheran-Christian 

congregation.  St. Paul in his first letter to the Corinthians declared, 

“We preach Christ crucified.”  Only through His death do we have 

forgiveness of our sins.  So too we preach Christ risen from the 

dead.  His resurrection becomes our resurrection.  We preach 

Christ’s Ascension to the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

There He intercedes for us and from there He will come to judge 

the living and the dead.  His coming we await without fear because 

we know Him alone to be the way, the truth and the life.  We know 

Him to be the One Mediator between God and man, for He is the 

ransom for our sins, the Lamb of God who takes away our sins and 

the only name given to man by which we must be saved! 

The Lord keep you steadfast in Your faith in Christ alone! 

Pastor Walter   



 

 

 



“Now Thank We All Our God” 

 
“Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love, for his 
wondrous works to the children of man! And let them offer 
sacrifices of thanksgiving, and tell of his deeds in songs of 
joy!” (Psalm 107:21-22) 

 
Greetings in Christ! As we approach the Last Sunday of the 
Church Year and the beginning of a new year with Advent, we 
have many different themes on our minds. We have spent the 
summer and beginning of fall in the Season after Pentecost, or 
the non-festival part of the church year. During this time, we 
have focused on the life of Christ and His ministry, along with 
themes of growing in our faith. We have also been continuing 
our celebration of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation. 
With Advent and Christmas just around the corner, many 
things occupy our thoughts. However, we also take time to 
simply acknowledge and thank our God for the blessings He 
gives to us, both earthly and spiritual. 
 
While not a holy day on the Church’s calendar, Thanksgiving 
Day is a time where we as Christians gather to thank God for 
the fruits of His creation and for His constant gifts to us.  One of 
the great hymns often sung on Thanksgiving Day in our 
churches is Nun danket alle Gott, better known in English as 
“Now Thank We All Our God.” This hymn holds very deep roots 
in the history of Lutheran hymnody, being written in the 
seventeenth century by Martin Rinckart, with a sturdy tune 
provided by noted composer Johann Crüger. 
 
During the seventeenth century, the Thirty Years’ War (1618-
1648) had a significant influence on hymns. The toll of the war 
was being seen in deaths from battle, as well as in the plague 
and famine that devastated many. The hymns written during 
this period demonstrate a distinct change from earlier hymns: 
namely, hymns became more focused on expressions of 



Christian devotion and self-consciousness. The experiences 
people had during the war tested their Christian faith, resulting 
in more dependency upon God for comfort and consolation. 
 
The text of “Now Thank We All Our God” reminds us of the 
blessings God has bestowed upon us, even in times when the 
world seems devoid of hope. It is entirely appropriate that 
Thanksgiving Day be commemorated by Christians, especially 
at the end of the church year. We remember not only the 
earthly blessings God has given us, but the spiritual blessings. 
Even in the midst of earthly struggles, we are reminded of the 
blessed hope of everlasting life we have in Christ Jesus. Much 
like those who lived through the devastation of the Thirty 
Years’ War, we may sing these words with confidence:  
 

“Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and 
voices, Who wondrous things has done, in whom His world 
rejoices; Who from our mothers’ arms has blest us on our 
way with countless gifts of love and still is ours today.” 
 
“Oh, may this bounteous God through all our life be near us, 
with ever joyful hearts and blessèd peace to cheer us and 
keep us in His grace and guide us when perplexed and free 
us from all ill in this world and the next! 
 
“All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given, the 
Son, and Him who reigns with them in highest heaven, the 
one eternal God, Whom earth and heav’n adore for thus it 
was, is now, and shall be evermore.” 
 

In His Service, 
 
Charlie Russell, Director of Parish Music 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Thanksgiving Day  
Service 

 

 

November 23
rd

   

9:00 a.m. 
 

Join us on Thanksgiving Day as we come 

together for worship and to give thanks for 

the many blessings the Lord has provided. 

 
Invite your family and friends!! 

 

 

 

 
We have provided invitations for you to send  

to your family and friends.  They are on the tables 

located at each entrance to the sanctuary. 

 

 

 



 
THOSE WHO SERVE in NOVEMBER 

 

ACOLYTE SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Worship Services – Emma Schnackenberg 

10:45 a.m. Worship Services – Elias Found 

 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 

November 5
th

 – 10:45 Service – Gervais LeBlanc 

November 12
th

 – 8:15 Service – Gary Proud 

November 190
th

 – 10:45 Service – Joel Junkans 

November 26
th

 – 8:15 Service – Richard Sanders 

 
 USHERS’ SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Worship Services – Usher Team 

Tommy Borchert, Chuck Fandrei, Paul Nichols 
 

10:45 a.m. Worship Services Usher Team 

David Faulkner, Wes Mainard, Chris Pils 

 
CANTORS’ SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Worship Services – Emily Junkans 

10:45 a.m. Worship Services – Jeff Ralston 

 
GREETERS’ SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Worship Services – Paula Walter 

10:45 a.m. Worship Services – Chris and Betty Pils 

 
ALTAR GUILD SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Services – Angie Proud, Sheila Wilimzig 

10:45 a.m. Services – Russlynn Krueger  

Wednesday Mid-Week Services – Suzanne Raddle & Wilma Richter 
 
 

If you are unable to serve please ask someone to fill in for you  

and then call the church office. 



 

 

STEWARDSHIP BUDGET RE-CAP 

2017 budget totals $573,932  
which is an average weekly 

General Fund contribution requirement of $11,037 
 

 Budget needs through October 29         $485,628 
Actual expenses through October 29         $412,376 
 
Contributions to General Fund from all sources $410,781* 
Average weekly contribution through October 29                $9336 
 
In summary, General Fund giving for the year is $ 1595 less than actual 
expenses.  
 
Non-budget giving to designated funds through October 29 $46,046 
*These contributions include a monthly payment from ECDC to help 
offset expenses. They also include some memorials and honorariums 
which are not designated to specific funds. 
 

 
  
 

 
FELLOWSHIP CLUB 

November 21st, 12:00 noon   
 

Mark your calendar!!  
 

Fellowship Club will meet on Tuesday, November 21
st
 at 12:00 

noon in Parker Hall.  Plan to join us for a delicious lunch provided 

by our ACTS friends and a great time of fun and fellowship.  Call 

the church office for more information.   

 
 



GRACE FAMILY NEWS AND NOTES 
 
OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY to the family of Brent Wiederstein, 

the cousin of Patti Wolfenberger, who died the last part of October.  

Our thoughts and prayers are with Patti and Klaus Wolfenberger 

and their family. 

 
CONGRATULATIONS to Jonathan and Michelle Penny on the 

birth of their son Martin Luther Penny on October 13
th

 in Chicago.  

Martin’s grandmother is Debbie Penny.  Congratulations and 

God’s Blessings to the Penny family. 

 
 
 

 

 

Grace Fall Craft Fair 
 

Saturday, November 11, 2017 
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

 

Begin your Christmas shopping here! More than 20 
quality vendors.  Back by popular demand the Grace 
Bakers.  Tickets for the Raffle Quilt will be on sale at 
the Craft Fair.  Contact Susan Mahnken (920-3066) for  
more information. 

 
Contact Riley Middaugh at 954-9281 or email at 
ram0220@aol.com for more information. Proceeds 
benefit Josh Ralston at Concordia Seminary and the Zion 
Avilla Fire Restoration fund. 

 

 

 

mailto:ram0220@aol.com


 
 

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE  
 

COFFEE HOST SIGN UP 
 

    Volunteers Needed to Serve - Please take a minute and sign 

   up for the Sunday on which you wish to serve.  The sign-up  

 sheet is on the bulletin board by the Parlor.  

 

  The schedule for November, 2017 is: 
 

  November 5    Craft Sale Committee 

  

  November 12    Junkans Kids 

 

  November 19    
 

Prouds and Olsens 

 

  November 26       Andrews Family or Youth  

 
   
 The schedule for December, 2017 is: 
 

  December 3     The Stephens Family 

 

  December 10     
 

Jack and Pat Funk 

 

  December 17   Cookie Walk in Parker Hall 

 

  December 24  Christmas Eve 

 

     December 31  New Year’s Eve 

 
 

Thanks!!  We appreciate your help!! 

 



BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND GOD'S BLESSINGS to  
Grace Family Members in the month of November: 

  1 - Harper Hicks, Sheri Rivers, Christopher Paulson 

  2 - Nora Robinson, Bruce Robinson 

  3 - Leah Sheridan, Barb Warren 

  4 - Maxine Biggers 

  5 - Sean Wallace 

  6 - Chris Pils  

  7 - Tammy Hill, Rick McIntyre  

  8 - Jo Anne Bischof, Lauren Faulkner, Margaret Schulz 

  9 - Erich Cline 

11 - Alicia Eustice, David Faulkner, Mary Kathryn Stein 

12 - Janie Ginnochio, Greg Keppel                                                                  

14 - Penny Kalinowsky, Joyce Wilhelm 

17 - Emily Junkans, Robert Guy Middaugh  

18 - Asher Found 

19 - Diane Bruce 

20 - Debbie Penny 

21 - Pam Welling Smith 

23 - Bill Allaben, Nash Langlais, Florence Marvin 

23 - Matt McIntyre, Verna Rieve 

24 - Julia Malbrough 

25 - Randy Yovanovich 

26 - David Jones, Emma Schnackenberg 

29 - Morgan Yovanovich 

30 - Betty Wagoner, Mary Ellen McAllister 
 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY to these couples in November: 

   4 - Diane and David Roberts 

   5 - Taylor and Daniel Loyd   

 17 - Danielle and Keylon Wilbert 

 27 – Sue and James Hulsey      
 

 
We apologize if we have missed your birthday or anniversary; please let us know in the 

church office so we can update our records. Thank you!! 



 

 

BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES AT GRACE 
 

Our nursery, downstairs in the church, is also available to take care 

of the infants and toddlers on Sunday morning not only during 

both Worship Services but also during Sunday School and Bible 

Class time.  Mary Ann Dyer is our nursery attendant.  

 

 
 

 
ADULT BIBLE CLASS – Pastor Walter’s class meets each Sunday 

morning at 9:45 a.m. upstairs in the Family Life Center in Parker 

Hall.  This Sunday Pastor Walter will continue the study of the 

Book of Acts.     

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES for children ages 3 through 6
th

 grade 

are held in the lower level of the Family Life Center. Parents are 

invited to join us for the opening service at 9:45 each Sunday.  If 

you have questions, contact Colleen Moorman for more 

information.   

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH - Their class meets at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday 

in their classroom downstairs in the church.  Joel Junkans or Angie 

Stephens will lead the class each Sunday morning.   

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH - Their class meets each Sunday at 9:45 

a.m. in their classroom downstairs in the church.  Dave Roberts 

leads the class each Sunday morning. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY class meets each Wednesday morning at 

6:30 a.m. at St. Vincent Hospital in the 4
th

 floor conference room 

(off the main elevator).  Pastor Walter leads this Bible Study each 

week. 



ECDC News & Notes . . 

.  
 

Whoa! Can you believe October is almost over?  This year has really flown! We 
had a great month at ECDC. The Juniors/Seniors went to Schaefer & Collins 
Pumpkin Patch – we went on a beautiful Fall day!  A hay ride AND a train ride, 
picking out our pumpkins, a picnic and spending a lot of time running and 
playing in the sunshine were all on the agenda!  The Sophomore, Freshman and 
Woddler classes had a special pumpkin patch day all their very own – finding 
mini-pumpkins hiding on the playground! To round out the month we had our 
annual Fall, Reformation, Halloween PJ Party. 
  

Now that November is almost here it’s time to dust off the our special stone 
and enjoy our annual Thanksgiving celebration – the 21

st
 Annual Stone Soup 

Feast – complete with kid-prepared soup, cornbread and pumpkin pies!  It is 
such a fun meaningful way to learn about giving, sharing, and saying thanks.  
Consider having lunch with us – there is always plenty and we love sharing and 
showing off our Thanksgiving attire!  Please mark your calendars for Friday, 
November 17

th
 – we start serving around 11:30 a.m.   

 

In class we will be learning about the food groups, nutrition, manners, and 
community helpers.  Jesus Time will find us learning about saying “thank you” 
for all God’s many blessings, and praising God through our music, prayers, and 
actions.  We’ll learn about the one man that told Jesus thank you while nine 
went on their way – where do we find ourselves in this group?  And, 
Parent/Teacher Conferences – a great time for parents and staff to interact and 
hear how each of God’s little lambs are learning and growing!   
 

Thanks to everyone who has registered their KrogerPlus Card 
with ECDC!  We are so grateful for the financial support it – 

YOU – provide!  If you still need to register, 
are having trouble or need more details 
give Catherine Manchester (821-4140) or 
me (663-0755) a call. Hope if you are an 
“Amazon” shopper you’ve started using 
Smile.Amazon.com with Grace as your charitable 
organization. To help here is our direct link: 
smile.amazon.com/ch/71-0299147. All your efforts 
supporting ECDC are very much appreciated!  

 

Until next month—God’s continued blessings to each of you — Colleen       


