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“Numbered Days” 
 “Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations.  

Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever You had formed 

the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting You are 

God…So teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of 

wisdom.”  (Psalm 90:1-2, 13) 

 This time last year we were preparing to celebrate the 500
th
 

anniversary of the Reformation.  Lutherans throughout the world 

attempted to observe this day in a special way.  This was done in many 

and various ways, not the least being gathering for worship.  There were 

special events in our church body done at the synodical level as well as 

in our Districts and within our local congregations.  We observed 

Reformation Sunday, which is always the last Sunday in October, but 

that, more times than not, is not October 31
st
.  For the 500

th
 we gathered 

the next evening after the Sunday observance to watch the newest Luther 

movie at a local theatre.  Then, Tuesday evening Reformation Day, some 

of us left the lights off on our front porches that would have invited ‘trick 

or treaters” to stop by, in order to gather here at Grace and listen to harp 

and organ.  Then we had Vespers to mark the day.  I shared a message 

that was, for the most part, a message I had shared in Memphis a couple 

of weeks earlier as the District gathered at the University of Memphis to 

celebrate with a music presentation this special time in our church’s 

history.  So time has moved us at this point to number yet another year of 

our being the church of the Reformation.  This is Reformation 501! 

 I have been reminded of how quickly time seems to get away 

from us while at the same time acknowledging that the clock beats the 

seconds, minutes and hours at the same rate they always have.  There is a 

soap opera named, “The Days of Our Lives” which begins with the 

announcer saying, “Like sand through the hourglass, so are the Days of 

Our Lives.”  One hears words sung about the relentless march of time in 

the song “Sunrise, Sunset” from the musical “The Fiddler on the Roof.”  

Those lyrics include these words, “Sunrise, sunset, Sunrise, sunset, 

Swiftly fly the years.  One season following another Laden with 

happiness and tears.”  Celebrating another birthday this month adds 



another year to where I have been and makes me think about where I am 

going where there is no march of time as we know it. 

 I have shared a portion of the words from Psalm 90 used at the 

beginning of this first page with many of you this year as I make an 

attempt to wish you a Happy Birthday and to point out that the Lord has 

made us wise unto salvation through His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.  It 

was Jesus who reminded the disciples in John 14 that He was going 

ahead of them to prepare a place for them.  The point is that He would 

ascend into heaven and then He would come again to take those who 

know Him to be the way, the truth and the life, to be with Him in 

eternity.  That is ages upon ages without the measurement of time, or 

without that measurement which finds all of us wondering how many 

more sands we have that will pass through the hourglass, or how many 

sunrises we will have before the sun sets.   

 Jesus had an occasion when many of His disciples (the larger 

group, not the twelve) were no longer going to follow Him because His 

teachings were difficult.  He then asked the twelve if they too wished to 

no longer follow Him.  Peter responded, “Lord, to whom shall we go?  

You have the words of eternal life, and we have come to know, that You 

are the Holy One of God.”  (John 6:68-69)  They had been given to know 

who He was through many signs and wonders that He had done in their 

midst as well as by listening to His teachings.  They had been given a 

heart of wisdom.  He had made them wise unto salvation. 

 All who are given to know who Jesus is do not always remain 

wise unto salvation.  Sometimes the teachings of Jesus which are meant 

to make us wise unto salvation are also hard teachings, or teachings that 

conflict with what we have learned by being in the world and of the 

world and unfortunately staying away from His Word.  Maybe we forget 

that our days are numbered because of sin, both the condition that we 

inherit from our parents and the results of that condition, our sins of 

commission and omission.  St. Paul reminds us that “the wages of sin is 

death.”  Nevertheless in the next part of that verse from sixth chapter of 

Romans, he puts forth, “but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 

Jesus our Lord.”  (Romans 6:23) 

 I want to thank everyone who sent me “Get Well” cards over the 

last couple of weeks and those who have sent me birthday cards wishing 

me another year.  I do pray that the surgery I had will relieve me of the 

pain that I have been dealing with for some time.  As many of you know 

this is not the first time I have had neck surgery.  Just know that I am 

grateful for your thoughts and prayers, even as I ask that you continue to 

keep the ministry we do together in the Lord’s name in this place in your 



prayers as well.  Let me encourage you to be regular in worship where 

through Word and Sacrament the Lord continues to make us wise, 

making sure that through faith our heart stays His home. 

 I think we are sometimes tempted to forget about the Lord’s plan 

from creation, that six days you will work and the seventh you will rest, 

that being the Sabbath.  As Christians we reverse the order because on 

Sunday, the first day of the week, our Lord Jesus rose from the dead. Yet 

as we number our days we should include a time of devotion in which we 

hear the Lord speak to us through His Word and we recognize the gifts 

that He gives to us with each new day and take some time to give Him 

the thanks and praise that is due His name. 

 At the same time let me encourage you to support the work of 

Grace, the work that we do here and the work that we support with other 

congregations of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.  What I am 

asking you to do is personally assess your giving of time, talent and 

treasure.  If you have time to share, please find a way to do so either here 

at Grace or by visiting a member who is no longer able to get out, or by 

working with an organization that in some way is helping the least of 

these.  If you have a talent that you feel could be a blessing to the Body 

of Christ, please come forward and share it.  If you are giving the same 

amount for an offering this year that you gave last year or five years ago 

and your income has increased in that same time period, please be 

generous.  If you are making less but at the same time spending less 

because of your situation in life, please give accordingly.  Our giving is 

not meeting our expenses.  Thankfully we have a surplus from past years, 

but that will not always be the case and we continue to have many things 

that we need to do for the next generations as the previous generations 

have done for us. 

 Finally I want to share with you that Joshua Ralston is in his 

final year of study at Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne 

following his year of vicarage.  I received a great letter from him 

recently.  It will be a short time before he finishes his study and receives 

a Call to be a Pastor in our church body.  Also know that Eileen Esget 

was accepted and has entered the Distance Learning Deaconess Program 

through our Fort Wayne Seminary.  She will be taking distance education 

courses and will be involved, from time to time, in activities with Grace 

that are a part of the practical experience that goes along with her studies 

that are done through CTS – Fort Wayne.  More will be shared later.  

Keep Eileen and Josh in Your prayers as they grow in wisdom and 

understanding.  The Lord bless and keep you all in His grace. 
 

Pastor Walter        



 “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 
 
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. The 

LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. (Psalm 

46:1, 7) 

 

Greetings in Christ! 

 

It’s hard to believe that we are already in the month of October! As 

such, things have become busy when it comes to music in our 

congregation. The choir and handbells have been rehearsing for 

just about a month, and the brass ensemble will shortly begin their 

work, as well! While things become busy, it is absolutely 

wonderful to gather with others and praise our Lord with 

instrument and song. 

 

For two weeks, I was privileged to speak during Bible Study about 

Lutheran hymnody and the sources from which Martin Luther and 

his contemporaries drew to begin developing the Lutheran Chorale 

(simply, a hymn sung by the congregation). Luther held music in 

very high regard, and was very well-versed as a poet and musician. 

When we think of Luther and hymns, “A Mighty Fortress” will 

immediately come to mind. This is one of the most beloved hymns 

in the Lutheran tradition, an example of the newly-composed 

chorales of the Reformation. It also served as a “national hymn” of 

Protestant Germany. 

 

First appearing in hymnals as early as 1531 (though it may have 

appeared in 1528-29), “A Mighty Fortress” is based on Psalm 46, 

of which a few verses are quoted in the above caption. The text 

written by Luther is an extremely personal text that defines the 

Christian experience, confession, and foundation. It has been said 

that Luther would invite friends to sing this hymn when courage 

was lacking, saying: “Come! Let us sing the 46
th

 Psalm.” While 

not a paraphrase of the Psalm, the text is clearly written in the 

same theme. F. Samuel Janzow writes: “This hymn is no 

outpouring of subjective religious lyric feeling but application of 

promises of God’s inspired Scriptures to the needs and struggles of 

the Church.”  



The tune of this hymn also belongs to Luther. The earliest version 

of this tune in an existing hymnal is dated 1531, and is a prime 

example of Luther drawing from various influences in his hymn 

writing. While the rhythm of the tune is reminiscent of folksong in 

its ruggedness, the melody shows a striking similarity to plainsong 

and Gregorian chant, which Luther was very well familiar with. A 

different variation of the tune appeared in 1738, which we call the 

isorhythmic version. This is the version used for LSB 657, and is 

considerably smoothed out compared to Luther’s original tune. 

This type of writing was common for the 16
th

 century, and the 

smoothed-out isorhythmic version was also used by J.S. Bach in 

his work. 

 

As we approach our celebration of the Reformation, let us always 

recall that no matter our struggles in life, we may rely on God, who 

alone is our refuge and strength, our present help in time of need. 

God’s blessings to you this month! 

 

In His Service, 

 

Charlie Russell, Director of Parish Music 
 

 

 

 

NOON DEVOTIONS WITH PASTOR 
 

Noon Devotions with Pastor is Thursday, October 11
th

, at 

12:00 noon in Parker Hall. Bring a sandwich and join us for 

Bible study and fellowship. Drinks, chips, and dessert are 

provided.  We eat first and then Pastor Walter shares a devotional 

Bible study with us.   

 

Bring a friend and join us …this is a wonderful opportunity 

for fellowship!! 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

REFORMATION SUNDAY 
October 28th   

10:00 a.m. 
 

ONE SERVICE 
with Holy Communion 

Sunday School and Bible Class at 8:45 a.m. 
 

A Potluck Dinner will follow immediately after the Sunday 

morning Worship Service.  Please bring a large dish of your choice 

to share.  Fried chicken and drinks will be provided. 

 

Following the meal, we will recognize all of our new members 

who have joined this year.  Mark this date on your calendar.  Let’s 

join together in worship, fellowship and celebration of our church 

heritage. 

 

 



THOSE WHO SERVE in OCTOBER 
 

ACOLYTE SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Worship Services - Zachary Melcher 

10:45 a.m. Services – Oct. 7
th

 and 21
st
 - Sydney Manchester 

Oct. 14
th

 and 28
th

 - Owen McCrory 

October 28
th

 – One Service – Zachary Melcher  

                                              Owen McCrory 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 

October 7 – 10:45 Service – John Calvillo 

October 14 – 8:15 Service – Dave Schroeder 

October 21 – 10:45 Service – Jeff Ralston 

October 28 – 10:00 a.m. – One Service – Craig Schluterman 

 

 USHERS SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Worship Services – Robert Wilimzig’s team 

Raymond Harrill, Robert Jones, Robert Nichols, Richard Sanders 

10:45 a.m. Worship Services – Tim Sweeney’s team 

Shaun Baker, Ron Krueger, Greg Warren 

 

CANTORS SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Worship Services – Robert Wilimzig 

10:45 a.m. Worship Services – Suzanne Lambert 

 

GREETERS SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Worship Services – Paula Walter 

10:45 a.m. Worship Services – Justine Baker 

 

ALTAR GUILD SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Services – Linda Riggin, Pat Funk 

10:45 a.m. Services – Russlynn Krueger and The Cline Family 
Wednesday Mid-Week Services – Suzanne Raddle, Wilma Richter  

 

If you are unable to serve please ask someone to fill in for you  

and then call the church office. 

 



GRACE FAMILY NEWS AND NOTES 
 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY… 

OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY to the family of Edward Stewert 

Allen, III who died Friday, September 7
th

.  A Memorial Service for 

Edward was here at Grace with Pastor Walter officiating.  Edward 

is survived by his mother Rachel Allen and sister Celeste.  Please 

remember Rachel and her family in your thoughts and prayers. 

 

 

 

 

Festival of the Reformation 

CENTRAL ARKANSAS REFORMATION SERVICE 
First Lutheran Church, Little Rock 

 

Sunday, October 28th, 3:00 p.m. 
 

 
 

First Lutheran Church and Pastor Bacic extend a special invitation 

to everyone (members and guests) to take part in their Reformation 

Day festivities. The annual Central Arkansas Reformation Day 

celebration will be held on Sunday, October 28, 2018, starting at 

3:00 p.m. with the worship service, followed immediately by the 

annual free-will offering Oktoberfest meal.   

 

This year’s special guest preacher is the Rev. Steven Teske, former 

pastor at First and the current pastor at Immanuel Lutheran Church 

in Alexander. Come join them as they celebrate together the 

goodness of our great and glorious God, Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit. 

 

 

 
 
 



 

STEWARDSHIP BUDGET RE-CAP 

2018 budget totals $560,751  
which is an average weekly 

General Fund contribution requirement of $10,784 
 

 Budget needs through September 23                  $409792 
Actual expenses through September 23               $400,384 
 
Contributions to General Fund from all sources $360,181* 
Average weekly contribution through September 23                $9478 
 
In summary, General Fund giving for the year is $ 40,203 less than 
actual expenses.  
 
Non-budget giving to designated funds through September 24 $24,950 
 
*These contributions include a monthly payment from ECDC to help 
offset expenses. They also include some memorials and honorariums 
which are not designated to specific funds. 
 

 

 
 
 

FELLOWSHIP CLUB 
 

October 23rd  – 12:00 noon 
 

Fellowship Club will meet on Tuesday, October 23
rd 

at 12:00 

noon in Parker Hall. (Note the change of date.) Mark your 

calendar and plan to join us for a delicious lunch provided by our 

ACTS friends and a great time of fun and fellowship. Call the 

church office for more information. 

 
 



 
 

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE  
 

Volunteers Needed to Serve 
 
 

  COFFEE HOST SIGN UP – Please take a minute and sign 

  up for the Sunday on which you wish to serve.  The sign-up  

  sheet is on the bulletin board by the Parlor.  
 

 

  The schedule for October, 2018 is: 

 

  October 7    Choir Members 

 

  October 14    
 

Board of Evangelism 

 

  October 21         Betty Bryant 
 

  October 28         Reformation Sunday – One Service 

 

 

 

  The schedule for November, 2018 is: 

 

  November 4      _____________________________ 

  

  November 11   _____________________________ 

 

  November 18    
 

_____________________________ 

 

  November 25 _____________________________ 

 

 

Thank You for Serving!!  
  

 



 

 

Grace Lutheran Fall Craft Fair 
 

Saturday, November 10, 2018 

9:00-3:00 

  
Begin your Christmas shopping here! More than 20 quality 
vendors - Back by popular demand- the Grace Bakers 

  
Tickets for the Raffle Quilt will be on sale in the Bridgeway 
between services.  Or you can contact Susan Mahnken 
(920-3066) for information. 

  
Check Facebook for more information: 

www.Facebook.com/groups/gracecraftshow 

  
    One of the best ways you can help this effort 
is by inviting people to attend through word of 
mouth   or your social media networks. Help us 
have great attendance at our event! 

  
Contact Riley Middaugh at 240-4035 or email at 
ram0220@aol.com for more information or to volunteer. 
  
Proceeds benefit Josh Ralston in his last year at Concordia 
Seminary  
 
 

  

http://www.facebook.com/groups/gracecraftshow
mailto:ram0220@aol.com


BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND GOD'S BLESSINGS to 
these members in the month of OCTOBER: 

 

  3 – Pastor James Walter, Scott Manchester 

  4 – Caroline Wright, Zachary Melcher  

  5 – Lyle Catherine Dunlap, Betty Pils, Milo Witte 

  6 – Stephanie Cannon  

  7 – Sherry Clawitter, Catherine Manchester 

11 – Shawn Found 

13 – Ken Carle, Judy Fastenau, Laura Schnackenberg 

14 – Jenny Conrad, Sally McNabb 

15 – Suzanne Lambert, Ana McWilliams 

16 – Sheila Wilimzig, Anna Kathryn Wallace, John Wilkins 

18 – Kevin Melcher 

21 – Billy Wilkins, Jr.   

23 – Kristin Parsons 

24 – Elizabeth Gipson  

25 – Jennifer Morrison 

26 – Colleen Moorman  

27 – Holdyn Bryant, Christina Junkans, April Allaben  

28 – Brian Dumont, Lauren Schluterman  

29 – Anna Junkans, Stephana Loyd, Nick Nichols, Craig Schluterman 

30 – Betty Bryant 

31 – David Graf (son), Jordan Rowe 

 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY to these couples in OCTOBER: 

 

  6 – Melanie and Wesley Davis 

  7 – Kestin and John Christie 

  9 – Debbie and Joe Craig, Faye and Larry Stillman 

12 – Sarah and Bryan Gipson 

13 – April and Tim Allaben 

22 – Barb and Greg Warren 

26 – Carol and Robert Jones 

28 – Catherine and Scott Manchester 

 
We apologize if we have missed your birthday or anniversary; please let us know in the 

church office so we can update our records. Thank you!! 

 

 



 
BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES AT GRACE 

 

Our nursery, downstairs in the church, is also available to take care 

of the infants and toddlers on Sunday morning not only during 

both Worship Services but also during Sunday School and Bible 

Class time.  Mary Ann Dyer is our nursery attendant.  
 

 

 

 
ADULT BIBLE CLASS – Pastor Walter’s class meets each Sunday at 

9:45 a.m. upstairs in the Family Life Center of Parker Hall.  This 

month Pastor Walter will continue with a study of St. Peter’s 

Epistles by beginning the study of 2 Peter..       

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES for children ages 3 through 6
th

 grade 

are held in the lower level of the Family Life Center. Parents are 

invited to join us for the opening service at 9:45 each Sunday.  If 

you have questions, contact Colleen Moorman for more 

information.   

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH - Their class meets at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday 

in their classroom downstairs in the church.  Joel Junkans leads the 

class each Sunday.   

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH - Their class meets each Sunday at 9:45 

a.m. in their classroom downstairs in the church.  Dave Roberts  

will lead the class each Sunday. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY class meets each Wednesday morning 

at 6:30 a.m. in the Parlor here at Grace.  Pastor Walter leads 

this Bible Study each week. 

 



ECDC News & Notes . . 

.  
 

We’re just over a month into the new school year and are finally pretty 
settled into our new routines – although each and every day is a new 
adventure when you are a child or an adult taking care of Jesus’ little 
lambs!  We’ve got a great bunch of kids, parents and staff this year – 
drop by sometime and say “hello” and get a big smile, or if you are lucky 
a hug!! 
 
September was busy with our annual trek to the Little Rock Zoo – it was 
definitely a HOT success!  But as usual the kids had a blast.  We rode the 
train to wrap up the trip.  Then our little friends came back to school for 
lunch and a much needed nap while the older kids had a fun picnic at 
Prospect Park before heading “home” for their nap.  Such a great way to 
cap off the month as we learned all about Creation and God’s first 
promise to send us a Savior! 
 
October will be busy as well – Fall, pumpkins, leaves, acorns, and 
learning all about the life and adventures of David.  Mid-month we’ll be 
off to the Pumpkin Patch for a fun hopefully COOL fall day in the country 
with all sorts of adventures – a petting zoo, picking our very own 
pumpkins, a picnic, and I’m sure a nice long nap as we drive home.   
Then to end the month we’ll have a special pajama party and activities 
to celebrate Reformation Day (aka Halloween).   
 
Just a friendly reminder as we head toward the “eating holidays” – 
please consider registering your KrogerPlus Card for ECDC (if you 
haven’t already). Each time you shop and swipe your card it benefits 
this Grace Lutheran ministry.  If you are interested or having trouble 
signing up give me a call and we’ll get you set up!  If you are already 
“swiping for ECDC” – THANK YOU!!  If you are interested in learning 
more or having trouble signing up give me a call and we’ll get you set 
up!  And, don’t forget our newest way to painlessly support ECDC – 
smile.amazon.com! 
 
Okay I’m about out of room – See ya again next month, until then— 



God’s continued blessings to each of you —   Colleen 

 
 
 Painless Ways to Support ECDC!  

Many of you already take advantage of company programs that provide 
financial incentives for Grace Lutheran ECDC that don’t cost you any extra 
money — for that we all say THANK YOU! These programs are really an 
untapped resource that benefits our early childhood ministry by providing 
funds for all type of budget needs!  And all the programs are very user-friendly 
and simple!   Please consider these painless ways to support ECDC!  
 
 

 

KrogerPlus Cards 
Kroger Community Rewards – This 
awesome program is a real budget helper!  
ECDC receives 5% of every eligible 
purchase made, and receives a check at 
the end of each quarter.  Additional 
details are available on the Kroger 
website. 
Here’s how it works:  
1) Register your Kroger PLUS Card at:  

krogercommunityrewards.com 
2)  Select Grace Lutheran ECDC (enter 

WB921) as your community rewards 
organization. 

3) At “check-out” be sure to scan your 
Kroger PLUS Card or hand it to the 
checker – that’s all there is to it! 

If you are currently “swiping” for ECDC 
you must renew each year.  To check if 
you are current sign into your Kroger.com 
account and check the status of your 
designated community reward partner – 
Grace Lutheran ECDC – and when it asks, 
simply renew. Keep every swipe of your 
card benefitting ECDC?!  Please contact 
Catherine Manchester or Colleen if you 
need help registering your Kroger PLUS 
Card.  
 

OfficeDEPOT & 
OfficeMax 

 

GIVE BACK to Schools is a program 
available for you to use when you 
make in-store or online purchases 
at OfficeDEPOT or OfficeMax and 
ECDC receives 5% back.  It’s easy! 
Just inform the sales clerk (or at 
the end of your online purchase 
say “yes” to GIVE BACK to Schools) 
and follow the prompts. Our ID is – 

70234285. 
 

smile.amazon.com 
 
This is Amazon.com’s charitable 
giving site.  If you shop Amazon 
simply log into Smile.Amazon.com, 
when asked to choose an 
organization – select “Grace 
Lutheran Church Little Rock” as 
your charitable organization (only 
need to do this once) and wah-la 
ECDC receives 0.5% of all 
purchases.  Just always remember 
to make your purchases through 
Smile.Amazon.com. 

 


