
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
(Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod) 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 
September 20, 2015 

 

THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

PRAYER UPON ENTERING CHURCH 

Lord Jesus Christ, You humbled Yourself and became obedient to death, even death on the 

cross.  In lowliness You went to the cross for me so that I might be forgiven my arrogance and 

faithlessness.  By Your Spirit’s power, through Your Word, humble me through the forgiveness of my 

sins and give me resolve to humbly serve You and others in Your name.  In Your name I pray.  Amen   

WELCOME 

Welcome to Grace!  This morning in the Epistle reading St. James puts aside jealousy and 

selfish ambition by advocating peace.  “The wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 

open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere.  And a harvest of righteousness is 

sown in peace by those who make peace.”  The Gospel gives us the peace of God which surpasses our 

human understanding and we are called to share that peace.  We hope you leave here today realizing 

the peace of God that comes through Jesus Christ and that you will come and worship with us again.   

 We ask that everyone fill out an attendance registration card found at each pew and return it 

to an Usher as the Offering is collected.  Restrooms are located downstairs in this building or on this 

floor level across the bridge that connects this building with the Family Life Center.  The restrooms 

are on the left before entering the Fellowship Hall.  Children are welcome in our Service and they will 

be invited to come forward for a Children’s Message.  Parents may accompany them if they wish.  A 

nursery for infants and toddlers is located downstairs for anyone who has need. 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 Holy Communion will be celebrated in the 10:45 Service today.  In this sacrament we receive 

Christ’s very body and blood for the forgiveness of sins.  Those who are not members of Grace are 

asked to speak with our Pastor before partaking of this sacrament so that the unity of faith might be 

established.  Thank you for honoring this request. 

AS WE GATHER 
 In the Gospel reading for the morning Jesus turns things upside down for His disciples who 

are still without understanding about what Jesus came to be and to do.  He declares that as the “Son of 

Man” He is going to be delivered into the hands of men and they will kill Him.  And when He is 

killed, after three days He will rise.  It is as if what He said just went right over their heads because 

their own status within the group became their priority.  Jesus would humble Himself and become 

obedient unto death, death on the cross.  The Christian life therefore is to be one of humble service.  

Throughout His earthly ministry, Jesus spoke to the truth that His followers are called not to be served 

but to be servants.  Although servanthood may objectively seem attractive to us, the reality of daily 

service is frequently far more challenging.  Scripture points to the persecution of the prophets and the 

humiliation and betrayal of Jesus as examples of the cost of servanthood and of our salvation. 



- 2 - 

 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

 The Altar Flowers are given today to the glory of God and the beautification of 

His house and in appreciation for the service of Pastor and Paula at Grace by Allen and 

Dorris Deislinger. 
 

THOSE WHO SERVE 
 

Pastor:        Rev. James C. Walter 

Director of Parish Music:                             Nathan Beethe 

Secretary:                                                                         Pat Funk 

Early Childhood Center Director:                          Colleen Moorman 

Acolyte:             (8:15)      Connor Stephens  

Cantor: (8:15) Paula Walter 

Ushers:                (8:15)        Terry Bradshaw, Gary Goldsby 

   Jim Marvin 

Greeters:              (8:15)    Jack and Pat Funk 

Altar Guild: (8:15) Angie Proud 

Acolyte:            (10:45)                    Annalia Buchanan 

Communion Assistant: (10:45) Jeff Ralston 

Cantor: (10:45) Ron Krueger  

Ushers:              (10:45) Charlie Buchanan, Terry Clawitter 

  Bryan Gipson, David Roberts  

Greeters:             (10:45)    David, Andrea, Lauren and Matthew Faulkner   

Altar Guild: (10:45) Russlynn Krueger 

Brass:  Grace Brass Ensemble 

Coffee Hosts:  Angie, Jeramy, Connor and Jack Stephens,   

Altar Guild:  (Wed. evening)     Suzanne Raddle and Wilma Richter 

Nursery Attendant:   Mary Ann Dyer  
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS – The appointed readings for next Sunday, September 27
th

, 

The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost, are:  Old Testament Reading: Numbers 11:4-6, 

10-16, 24-29, Epistle Reading: James 5:13-20, and Holy Gospel Reading:  Mark 9:38-50. 
 

Grace Lutheran Church 

5124 Hillcrest, Little Rock, AR  72205 

Mailing address:  P. O. Box 250769, Little Rock, AR 72225 

www.gracelutheranlr.org  

Telephone Number: 501-663-3631 
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THE ORDER OF DIVINE SERVICE 
FOR 

 THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 
 

 
 

Pre-Service Music At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing - Kevin Hildebrand 

 
Lighting of the Chancel Candles 

 
Prelude At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing - Jeffrey Blersch 

 
Ringing of the Church Bell 

 
Opening Hymn: At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing  LSB 633 
     Service Note: Stanza 2 - Women, Stanza 4 - Men 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

 
Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
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Confession of Sins 
  

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 

we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen 

 

Absolution John 20:19–23 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Ps. 37:5–7; antiphon: Ps. 37:4 
 

P Delight yourself in the LORD, 

C and he will give you the desires of your heart. 

P Commit your way to the LORD; 

C trust in him, and he will act. 

P He will bring forth your righteousness as the light, 

C and your justice as the noonday. 

P Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him; 

C fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way, over the man who carries out 

evil devices! 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P Delight yourself in the LORD, 

C and he will give you the desires of your heart. 
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Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
  

 

 

  
P Let us pray. 

O God, whose strength is made perfect in weakness, grant us humility and childlike faith 

that we may please You in both will and deed; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 

 
Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading  Jeremiah 11:18–20 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual Ps. 34:9, 19, alt. 
 

 
 

Fear the LORD, | you his saints,* 

for those who fear him lack | nothing! 

Many are the afflictions of the | righteous,* 

but the LORD delivers him out | of them all. 

 
Epistle  James 3:13—4:10 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse Mark 9:35b 
  

P  Alleluia. If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all. Alleluia. 

 

 

 

 
Holy Gospel  Mark 9:30–37 

 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the ninth chapter. 
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The reading of the Holy Gospel. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 

 
Sit 

 
Children's Message 

 
Sermon Hymn: Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us  LSB 851 

 
Sermon Mark 9:30–37 

“The ‘Greatest’ Paradox” 

 
Stand 

 
Nicene Creed 
  

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 
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     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen 

 
Prayer of the Church 
  

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 

their needs.  

 

Each petition ends with the following:  

 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

The prayers conclude with the following: 

 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 

 
Sit 

 
Offering Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us - Scott M. Hyslop 

 
Stand 
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Offertory Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
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Proper Preface  
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us 

the way of everlasting life.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and saying: 

 
Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
  

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 

With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing 

sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.   
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 

renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body 

and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, we pray, 

from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb 

in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 

us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 

 
The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24 
 Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Proclamation of Christ 1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20 
 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He 

comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and 

to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your 

blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension 

into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom 

and teach us to pray: 

 
Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 
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          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen 

 
Pax Domini John 20:19 
 

 

 

 
Agnus Dei John 1:29 
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Sit 

 
Distribution 
 

Communion Instructions:  The Pastor invites the communicants, those who are able, to kneel 

and then distributes the host which may be received into the hand or the mouth.  The Elder 

distributes the individual cups.  The communicants are asked to hold their cups until the Pastor 

says, “Take and drink.” 
 

     Hymn: Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord  LSB 637 
     Hymn: Chief of Sinners Though I Be  LSB 611 
     Hymn: The Lamb  LSB 547 

 
Stand 

 
Thank the Lord 
  

 

 

 

 

 
Post-Communion Collect 
  

P Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent 

Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us 

pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but 
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always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled 

constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
 

 

 

 
Closing Hymn: Our Paschal Lamb, That Sets Us Free  LSB 473 

 
Postlude Our Paschal Lamb, That Sets Us Free - Walter L. Pelz 

 
 
 
 

T     T     T 
 
 
 
 

Acknowledgments 
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THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
 

SUNDAY:   8:15 a.m. – Matins 

                                                    Coffee and Fellowship in the Parlor 

   9:45 a.m. – Sunday School and Pastor Walter’s Bible Class 

                              10:45 a.m. – Divine Service with Holy Communion 

MON - FRI:      7:30 a.m. – Early Childhood Development Center (ECDC) 

MONDAY:   6:00 p.m. – Board of Evangelism 

TUESDAY:     5:30 p.m. – 7
th

 Grade Confirmation 

   5:30 p.m. – Handbell Choir 

   6:30 p.m. – Adult Choir 

WEDNESDAY:   6:30 a.m. – Men’s Bible Study (St. Vincent’s) 

  7:00 p.m. – Mid-Week Service  

SATURDAY:  4:30 p.m. – Bounce House at Fish Fry 

  5:30 p.m. – Congregation Fish Fry and Potluck   
 

TODAY IN SUNDAY SCHOOL - Today in Sunday School, the children will learn how 
“Joseph Feeds Egypt” during a great famine. Ask your children, “How do our sins cause 
suffering for both ourselves and others?” God sent His Son, Jesus, to save all humanity 
from sin, death, and the devil. Discuss the reality that in spite of how awful life seems, 
Jesus is with us through His Word and Sacraments, caring for us always. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES for children ages 3 years through 6
th

 grade meet in the 

lower level of the Family Life Center.  JUNIOR HIGH AND HIGH SCHOOL CLASSES 
meet in classrooms downstairs in the church.   
 

PASTOR WALTER’S CLASS meets upstairs in the Family Life Center in Parker Hall.  

Pastor Walter is leading a study from the series God’s Word for Today: Galatians – 

The Cost of Freedom.  Today Pastor Walter will continue the study with Part III: Now 

Live in the Gospel: Lesson 10 – “Free at Last” (Galatians 5:1-12).  
 

HOLY BAPTISM – This morning in our 8:15 Service, Weston Gray Allaben, son of Tim 

and April Allaben, will be received into God’s Kingdom of Grace through the Sacrament 

of Holy Baptism.  His sponsors are Amanda Hatfield and Heather Saco.  Weston has a 

big brother Will and his grandparents are Bill and Anita Allaben.   
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY AND GOD’S BLESSINGS TO: 
Sept. 21 – Cynthia and Scott McCrory 

Sept. 25 – Laura and Brad Schnackenberg 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND GOD’S BLESSINGS TO: 
Sept. 20 – Megan Calvillo, Cooper Eubanks, Jeramy Stephens 

Sept. 22 – Maxwell Baker, Emily Esget, Leah Sanders 

Sept. 23 – Carol Ann Honeywell 

Sept. 24 – Tim Allaben, Mark Jones 

Sept. 25 – August Stein 

Sept. 26 – Madison Derden 

 
REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:  
Wendy Schmidt will be having shoulder surgery on Thursday. 

Owen McCrory broke his arm in a bicycle accident.  

Greg Keppel is recovering at home following a heart attack. 

Dennis Fastenau is at home and continuing his treatments. 

Marietta Gutierrez continues recovery following cornea transplant surgery. 

 
LAST WEEK’S STEWARDSHIP – Attendance: Sunday 9/13: 198 (8:15 – 90 and 10:45 

– 108). Mid-Week Service 9/16: 6. Offerings: Sunday 9/13: $10,860.10.  Mid-Week 

9/9: $355.00.  Scholarship Fund: $75.00.  Building Fund: $440.00. Youth Fund: $100.00. 

 

7th GRADE CONFIRMATION will start Tuesday, September 22
nd

, at 5:30 p.m. in the 

church Parlor. 

 
A BIG THANK YOU from the Grace Youth Group to our church family for your 

generosity, love and support.  The Pancake Lunch and Silent Auction was a huge 

success.  Just under $1,400 was brought in! And, because all expenses were taken care of 

through donations from youth families, all of that is profit and will go a long ways toward 

our goal of attending the LCMS National Youth Gathering next summer.  

                                                                      Thank you and God bless. -Emily Junkans 

 

THE CONGREGATIONAL FISH FRY sponsored by ACTS will be held THIS 

SATURDAY, September 26
th

. The Bounce House will be available for the kids from 

4:30 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. with the youth supervising. "Eat My Catfish" from Benton 

will be cooking catfish, chicken and the trimmings on site.  We will serve at 5:30 p.m. 

and supplement with a potluck.   We need an approximate number planning to attend, so 

contact Sammye Sue to let her know you’re coming even if you can’t bring a dish. 

                                                                                             Thanks, Sammye Harrill 
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FALL CRAFT SHOW 
AND 

USED BOOK SALE 
 

Saturday, November 14 
 

Applications being accepted 
for booth rentals  

at the Grace Fall Craft Show 
 
Mark your calendar for the Fall Craft Show and Used Book Sale. We gladly accept 

donations of used books beginning mid-October. The Fall Craft Show and Book Sale will 

benefit Kevin Ray, 4
th

 year student at Concordia Seminary St. Louis, and Josh Ralston, 

1
st
 year student at Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne. Matching funds will be 

donated by Thrivent Financial.  Contact Riley Middaugh at 954-9281 or email at 

ram0220@aol.com for more information.  

 

Follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/groups/gracecraftshow. 
 
 

 *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

The Raffle Quilt will be on display on the bridge starting Saturday, September 26
th

, for 

the Fish Fry and ticket sales will begin at the Fish Fry.  Tickets are $1 and sales benefit 

our Seminary students Kevin Ray and Josh Ralston. The winning ticket will be drawn 

during the craft show on November 14. You do not have to be present to win. 

 

Needed: Volunteers to help with the Book Sale and Craft Show 

 

Please sign up on the volunteer list in the bridge if you can help with set up on Friday, 

November 13 or with the show on Saturday, November 14. Contact Riley Middaugh 

(954-9281) if you have any questions. 
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          LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
                     School Kits 
 

 

 

Again this year our LWML Lutheran World Relief Project is “School Kits.”  These 

kits provide the only supplies for children returning to school after the disruption of war 

or they help parents continue their children’s education while living in a refugee camp.    

Our goal is to make over 75 school kits.  We will put the School kits together on 

Thursday, October 15
th

, so if you have purchased any of the following items please put 

them on the table on the bridge: 

 

 

 Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper; no loose-leaf paper 

 One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches  

on the other 

 One pencil sharpener 

 One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well) 

 Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together with a rubber band 

 Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together with a rubber band 

 One box of 16 or 24 crayons 

 One 2½” eraser 

 

 

Thank you for supporting our Lutheran World Relief Projects.  Contact Ginny Ralston at 

425-1487 if you have questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


