
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
(Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod) 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 
September 15, 2013 

THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

PRAYER UPON ENTERING CHURCH 

  Dearest Jesus, gentile good Shepherd, You came to seek and to save that which was lost.  

Through Your Word, by Your Holy Spirit’s power, You have found me and given me to know Your 

steadfast love and full forgiveness that You earned for me and for all by laying down Your life for the 

sheep.  Grant that I rejoice over this free and full salvation.  Further grant that I look forward to the 

joys of heaven where I will see You face to face.  I pray this in Your name.  Amen   

WELCOME 

 Welcome to everyone!  It is good for you to be here for worship today.  May the Lord bless 

your time here as His Word is read, sung and preached and as you respond with praise and 

thanksgiving as your faith’s response to the Good News of forgiveness and life.  If you are not a 

member of Grace and desire to learn more about our teachings as drawn from God’s Word, please 

speak with our Pastor.  Once again we are glad you are here and we invite you to come and 

worship with us again. 

 Everyone is asked to fill out an attendance registration card found at each pew and return it to 

an Usher as the Offering is collected.  Restrooms are located on the lower level of this building or 

across the bridge on this floor level before entering the fellowship hall.  Children are welcome in our 

Service and will be invited to come forward for a Children’s Message.  Parents may accompany them 

if they wish.  The area around the nursery is under renovation and will not be available for at 

least the next couple of weeks.  If you have any questions please speak with an Usher or Greeter.   

HOLY COMMUNION 

 Holy Communion will be celebrated in the 10:45 Service today.  In this sacrament we receive 

Christ’s very body and blood for the forgiveness of sins.  Those who are not members of Grace are 

asked to speak with our Pastor before partaking of this sacrament so that the unity of faith might be 

established.  Thank you for honoring this request. 

AS WE GATHER 

 There is sheep and shepherd language in both the Old Testament and the Gospel readings for 

this morning.  Even though we are far removed from the reality of a shepherd’s life this imagery is 

some of the most familiar and beloved of all the pictures painted in Holy Scripture.  God’s Word 

given through the prophet and the evangelist shows us the work of the shepherd who diligently seeks 

the lost and rescues them from danger, restores them to life and carries them on His shoulders to rich 

green pastures of salvation.  In the Gospel account Jesus relates how the shepherd calls together his 

friends to rejoice and celebrate with him, noting that at the same time there is joy in heaven over a lost 

sinner who repents. 
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THE ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

        The Altar Flowers are given today to the glory of God and the beautification of 

His House by Jim and Judy Keppel in celebration of their 46
th

 wedding anniversary and 

in thanksgiving for God’s many blessings. 

 

THOSE WHO SERVE 
 

Pastor:                                                               Rev. James C. Walter 

Vicar: David Witte 

Director of Parish Music:                          Nathan Beethe 

Secretary:                                                                             Pat Funk 

Early Childhood Center Director:                         Colleen Moorman 

Acolyte:             (8:15)               Abby Litwa 

Cantor: (8:15)  Joel Junkans  

Ushers:               (8:15)              Gary Goldsby, Terry Bradshaw 

  Jim Marvin, Mark Peterson 

Greeters:             (8:15)                       Jack and Pat Funk 

Altar Guild:         (8:15)                              Angie Proud     

Acolyte:                        (10:45)                                  Jack Manchester 

Cantor: (10:45) Kurt Shrader 

Communion Assistant: (10:45) John Calvillo 

Ushers:               (10:45)                      Charlie Buchanan, Terry Clawitter 

                                                         Bryan Gipson, David Roberts  

Greeters:             (10:45)                     Jim and Nancy Wade       

Altar Guild:        (10:45)                Dawn Cline and Lucia Jones 

Coffee Hosts:  Bob and Sheila Wilimzig 

Altar Guild:   (Wed. evening)     Suzanne Raddle and Wilma Richter 

Nursery Attendant: Mary Ann Dyer    

 

THE APPOINTED READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY, September 22
nd

, The Eighteenth 

Sunday after Pentecost, are:  The Old Testament Reading: Amos 8:4-7, The Epistle 

Reading: 1Timothy 2:1-15, and The Holy Gospel:  Luke 16:1-15. 

 
Grace Lutheran Church 

P. O. Box 250769, Little Rock, AR 72225 
 

www.gracelutheranlr.org 

Telephone Number: 501-663-3631 
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THE ORDER OF DIVINE SERVICE 
FOR 

 THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

 

 
 

 
Pre-Service Music The King of Love My Shepherd Is - John A. Behnke 

 

Lighting of the Chancel Candles 
 

Prelude The King of Love My Shepherd Is - Flor Peeters 

 

Ringing of the Church Bell 
 

Opening Hymn: The King of Love My Shepherd Is  LSB 709 
 

 

Confession and Absolution 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 

 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

 

Exhortation Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3–4; Luke 18:13 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us 

first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have 

sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 
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condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful 

to me, a sinner. 
 

 

Confession of Sins 
  

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 

life. Amen 
 

 

Absolution John 20:19–23 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
 

 

Service of the Word 

 

Introit Ps. 30:2–5; antiphon: Ps. 30:11a, 12b 

 
P  You have turned for me my mourning into dancing; 

C O LORD my God, I will give thanks to you forever! 

P O LORD my God, I cried to you for help, 

C and you have healed me. 

P O LORD, you have brought up my soul from Sheol; 

C you restored me to life from among those who go down to the pit. 

P Sing praises to the LORD, O you his saints, 

C and give thanks to his holy name. 

P For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a lifetime. 

C Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P  You have turned for me my mourning into dancing; 

C O LORD my God, I will give thanks to you forever! 
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Kyrie Mark 10:47 

 

 

 
 

  

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

  

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,  

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

  

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise  

let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

  

A Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 
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Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus, You are the Good Shepherd, without whom nothing is secure.  Rescue and 

preserve us that we may not be lost forever but follow You, rejoicing in the way that 

leads to eternal life; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  

C Amen 
 

 
Sit 
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Old Testament Reading  Ezekiel 34:11–24 

 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Gradual Ps. 34:9, 19, alt. 

 

 
 

Fear the Lord, | you his saints,* 

for those who fear him lack | nothing! 

Many are the afflictions of the | righteous,* 

but the Lord delivers him out | of them all. 

 

 

Epistle  1 Timothy 1:12–17 

 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Stand 

 

 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

 
 
  

P I tell you, there is joy before the an- | gels of God*             Luke 15:10 

over one sinner | who repents. 
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Holy Gospel  Luke 15:1–10 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

The reading of the Holy Gospel. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 

Nicene Creed 
  

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen 
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Sit 

 

 
Children's Message 

 

 
Sermon Hymn: Jesus Sinners Doth Receive  LSB 609 

 

 
Sermon Luke 15:1-10 

“Rejoice With Me” 

 

 
Stand 

 

 
Prayer of the Church 
  

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 

their needs.  

 

Each petition ends with the following:  

 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

The prayers conclude with the following: 

 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 

 

 
Sit 

 

 
Offering  Jesus Sinners Doth Receive - Kevin Hildebrand 

 

 
Stand 

 



- 10 - 

 

Offertory: We Give Thee But Thine Own  LSB 781 

 

 
 

 

 
6 And we believe Thy Word, 

    Though dim our faith may be: 

Whate’er for Thine we do, O Lord, 

    We do it unto Thee. 
 
 
Public domain 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136 

 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 

blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 

Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 

into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die 
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eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all 

who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

 

 

 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
  

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us 

and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 

have eternal life. 

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the 
forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life.  

Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 
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We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  

Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross 

and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body 

and blood. 

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 

 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth  

   as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses  

        as we forgive those  

    who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom  

     and the power and the glory  

     forever and ever. Amen 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

  
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini John 20:19 

 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen 
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Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Sit 

 

 
Distribution 
 

Communion instructions:  The Pastor invites the communicants, those who are able, to kneel 

and then distributes the host which may be received into the hand or the mouth.  The Elder 

distributes the individual cups.  The communicants are asked to hold their cups until the Pastor 

says, “Take and drink.” 

 
     Hymn: The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord  LSB 634 
     Hymn: Chief of Sinners Though I Be  LSB 611 
     Hymn: The Lord's My Shepherd, I'll Not Want  LSB 710 

 

 
Stand 
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Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Post-Communion Collect 
  

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 

in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen 
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Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 

 
P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Benediction 
  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord lift His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen 

 

 

Closing Hymn: As Rebels, Lord, Who Foolishly Have Wandered  LSB 612 
 

 

Postlude The King of Love My Shepherd Is - Gerhard Krapf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T     T     T 
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THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
 

SUNDAY:   8:15 a.m. – Divine Service  

   Coffee and Fellowship in the Parlor 

  9:45 a.m. – Sunday School downstairs in Parker Hall 

  9:45 a.m. – Junior and Senior High classes downstairs in the church 

  9:45 a.m. – Pastor Walter’s Bible Class upstairs in Parker Hall 

   10:45 a.m. – Divine Service with Holy Communion 

MON - FRI:    7:30 a.m. – Early Childhood Development Center 

TUESDAY:  9:30 a.m. – Tuesday Morning Bible Class 

 12:00 noon – Fellowship Club 

WEDNESDAY:  6:30 a.m. – Men’s Bible Class at St. Vincent’s 

  7:00 p.m. – Mid-Week Service  

  7:30 p.m. – Adult Choir 

THURSDAY:  7:00 p.m. – LWML Evening Guild   

SATURDAY: 9:30 a.m. – Reformation Men’s Choir 

NEXT SUNDAY: 1:00 p.m. – Children’s Choir 

    
TODAY IN SUNDAY SCHOOL - “The Wisdom of Solomon” serves as the focus of the 
Sunday School lesson for today. Solomon, though wise, needed what we and all sinners 
need: Christ, Wisdom Himself, and the forgiveness He brings. Consider discussing, 
“Tell me an example of Solomon’s wisdom. How has God shown you His wisdom?” 
 
PASTOR WALTER’S CLASS meets on Sunday morning at 9:45 a.m. upstairs in Parker 
Hall.  Pastor Walter continues a study of “The Augsburg Confession and Its Apology” – 
The Lutheran Confessions Series.  This morning we continue a discussion on “The 
Church: Congregation of Saints.”  Come and review what we believe, teach and 
confess as Lutheran Christians. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES for children ages 3 years through 6

th
 grade meet in the 

lower level of the Family Life Center.  JUNIOR HIGH AND HIGH SCHOOL CLASSES 
meet in their classrooms downstairs in the church. 

 
REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:  
Elwanda Wells continues her recovery at home. 

Warren Rivers continues his recovery at home. 

Jeanette Keehn continues receiving care at home. 

Sherry Bischof continues her recovery and treatments. 
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY AND GOD’S BLESSINGS TO: 
Sept. 15 – Jennifer and Jeremy Hammond 

Sept. 16 – Judy and Jim Keppel 

Sept. 18 – Kristin and Matt St. Clair 

Sept. 21 – Cynthia and Scott McCrory 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND GOD’S BLESSINGS TO: 
Sept. 16 – Zachary Johnson, Heather Saco 

Sept. 17 – Jason Camacho 

Sept. 20 – Megan Calvillo, Cooper Eubanks, Jeramy Stephens 

Sept.21 – Jeremy Brown 

 
LAST WEEK’S STEWARDSHIP – Attendance: Sunday 9/8: 218 (8:15 – 90 and 10:45 – 

128). Mid-Week 9/11: 16.  Offerings: Sunday 9/8: $7,667.00.  Mid-Week 9/4: $290.00. 

Memorials: $1,415.00. Building Fund: $515.00.  Seminary Scholarship Fund: $50.00.  

 

CONGRATULATIONS AND GOD’S BLESSINGS to Kellie Evans and Brian Dumont who 

were married at the BoBrook Farms in Roland on Saturday, September 14
th

.  

Congratulations, Kellie and Brian. 

 

PORTALS OF PRAYER for October through December, 2013 are ready and available on 

the table in the back of the sanctuary.  Please pick up your copy today. 

 

COLLEGE STUDENTS – We would like to stay in touch with our young people while 

they are in college.  Please provide the church office with the name of their school, 

mailing address, e-mail address, and cell phone number.  E-mail your information to 

patfunk@gracelutheranlr.org or leave a note on the desk in the church office. 

 
RENOVATION PROJECT – Please be careful going through the downstairs areas in the 

church as work is underway to repair water leaks in the south wall and replace some of 

the flooring.  This will be followed with painting and cabinets built in the choir room.  

The nursery area will not be available during this renovation period.     

 
HUMANE SOCIETY DONATIONS - Brandt Cline will be collecting donations for the 

Pulaski County Humane Society, from September 8
th

 through the 22
nd

,
 
as a part of his 

Life Scout project.  There will be a box set up in the breezeway, with a complete list of 

items that can be donated, such as pet food, blankets and brushes.  Also, feel free to come 

to the adoption drive on the 22
nd

 at Pinnacle Mountain, from 2pm to 6pm. 
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THANK YOU for all of your visits, cards, prayers and best wishes while I was in the 

hospital.  I appreciate your kindness.                                           Warren Rivers 

 

FELLOWSHIP CLUB will meet on Tuesday, September 17
th

, at 12:00 noon in Parker 

Hall.  ACTS friends Nancy Finkbeiner, Ann Stoker and Mildred Wilkins will be serving 

lunch.  Join us for good fun and fellowship.  Call the church office if you need more 

information. 
 
LWML EVENING GUILD will host an Ice Cream Social on Thursday evening, September 

19
th

, at 7:00 p.m. in the Parlor.  Join us for a fun evening of fellowship.  Contact Judy Rivers or 

Pat Funk if you need more information. 

 

BOOKTALK on your Lutheran Radio Station KFUO Monday-Friday 2:30-3:00 p.m. CST 

at www.kfuo.org.  This week on BookTalk: “5 Things You Can Do To Have a Stronger 

Marriage” with author Ron Garwood. Listen to the world’s oldest Christian radio station 

via your WiFi radios, mobile/tablet apps, and live streaming on your computers. Follow 

us on Facebook at Facebook.com/KFUOradio.  

 
MEMORIALS - 

IN MEMORY OF MRS. MARVEL MIDDAUGH – Mother of Robert and Randy  

TO THE GRACE ECDC FUND                                     Middaugh 

By Verna and Shirley Rieve 

 Gisela Spieker 

TO THE SEMINARY SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

By Rudy and Sherry Bischof 

TO THE GRACE MUSIC FUND 

By Raymond and Sammye Sue Harrill 

 

IN MEMORY OF MRS. CHERYL WOLBRECHT  
TO THE CHERYL WOLBRECHT MEMORIAL FUND 

By Rev. Dr. Tom Wolbrecht 

 

IN MEMORY OF MRS. LOIS BERNER 
TO THE LOSI BERNER MEMORIAL FUND 

By John and Julie Couch 

 Robert and Terri Wallace 

 Rev. Dr. Tom Wolbrecht 

 

 

http://www.des08.com/t/27184369/941491174/25025425/0/
http://www.des08.com/t/27184369/941491174/55401433/0/
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Sign-Up Sheets are in the Breezeway 

Congregational Fish Fry – Sat, October 5, 2013 

Coming Back! - “Moon Bouncer” for Kids –Family Fun 

Available for activity from 4:30 to 7:30 

Downtime/Quiet time during meal  

Adult Supervision with teen assistance 

 

 Sign-up sheets for setup/potluck dishes in Breezeway  

 

Lots of fun & fellowship  

 

Eat @ 5:30PM 
 

Bring your favorite dish and visit with us!!  

 

Questions call Ron & Russlynn Krueger – 221-7383 
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Grace Lutheran Fall Craft Fair and Used Book Sale 
 Saturday, November 2nd  

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
 

Begin your Christmas shopping here! Over 25 quality vendors 

-Back by popular demand- the Grace Bakers 

-Huge used book sale 

-Rent a booth to sell your handmade items 

-Check the website for more information: 

 www.GraceLutheranLR.org 

 

We accept donations of books beginning mid-October. Please help us make this 

a big success by donating used books.  

 

Contact Riley Middaugh at 954-9281 or email at ram0220@aol.com for more 

information. 

 
Proceeds benefit Kevin Ray, second year student at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis.   

Matching funds by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. 

 
 


