
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
(Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod) 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 
June 14, 2015 

THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

PRAYER UPON ENTERING CHURCH 

 Almighty God, Your Word has been cast into my heart and the Holy Spirit has created new 

life within me.  Just as You sustain me in my physical life continue to strengthen me through Word 

and Sacrament in the life which has no end which You have freely given me through the forgiveness 

of my sins.  Grant that I desire to share Your life-giving Word with others so that they too might know 

Your grace and mercy and have the blessed hope of everlasting life.  In Jesus’ holy name I pray.  

Amen.   

WELCOME 

Welcome to Grace!  It is our prayer that you will be strengthened in Your faith by the power 

of God’s Word which is living and active and accomplishes the purpose for which God sent it.  The 

many Scripture Readings in the season of Pentecost teach us what it means to live as one who has 

been redeemed and justified by the grace of God.  That grace of God is sufficient for us as His power 

is made perfect in weakness.  If you are not a member of Grace and wish to learn more about our 

teachings as drawn from God’s Word please speak with our Pastor.  We are glad you are here and 

we invite you to come and worship with us again. 
 We ask that everyone fill out an attendance registration card found at each pew and return it 

to an Usher as the Offering is collected.  Children are welcome in our Service and will be invited to 

come forward for a Children’s Message.  Parents may accompany them.  A nursery for infants and 

toddlers is located downstairs for anyone who has need.   

HOLY COMMUNION 

 Holy Communion will be celebrated in the 8:15 Service today.  In this sacrament we receive 

Christ’s very body and blood for the forgiveness of sins.  Those who are not members of Grace are 

asked to speak with our Pastor before partaking of this sacrament so that the unity of faith might be 

established.  Thank you for honoring this request. 

AS WE GATHER 

 Jesus used the mustard seed, “the smallest of all the seeds on earth”, to teach us about His 

kingdom.  “The kingdom of heaven is like…”  Jesus used this phrase many times in His teaching and 

preaching, with the images of seeds and growth as one of His common metaphors.  From the 
seemingly miraculous action of a tiny seed with tremendous growth, to what the Lord speaks in a 

beautiful promise of a divine planting and producing He Himself will provide for His people, we are 

today drawn to the Scriptures, the faith He has planted and grown in us through His Spirit, and the 

ultimate fulfillment found in Jesus Christ alone.  May it be our prayer that God grant seed, nurture, 

growth, and good fruit to each of us as we worship Him today. 
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THE ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

         The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God and the beautification of His House 

by Verna and Shirley Rieve in loving memory of their sister Vera and in thanksgiving for 

all of the Lord's blessings. 

 
THOSE WHO SERVE    

 

Pastor:        Rev. James C. Walter 

Director of Parish Music:                             Nathan Beethe 

Secretary:                                                                         Pat Funk 

Early Childhood Center Director:                          Colleen Moorman 

Acolyte:             (8:15)      Aidan Sutterfield  

Communion Assistant: (8:15) Dave Graf 

Cantor: (8:15) Randy Middaugh 

Ushers:                (8:15) Robert Jones, Robert Nichols  

  Robert Wilimzig 

Greeter:              (8:15)    Debbie Penny 

Altar Guild: (8:15) Sheila Wilimzig 

Acolyte:            (10:45)                    Annie Buchanan 

Cantor: (10:45) Jon Cline  

Ushers:              (10:45) Shaun Baker, Ron Krueger  

  Tim Sweeney, Greg Warren 

Greeters:             (10:45)          Shaun, Justine and Maxwell Baker  

Altar Guild: (10:45) Rachel Messer and Nicole Nordyke 

Coffee Hosts:  Paula Walter  

Altar Guild:  (Wed. evening)     Suzanne Raddle and Wilma Richter 

Nursery Attendant:   Mary Ann Dyer 

 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS – The appointed readings for next Sunday, June 21
st
 , The 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost, are:  The Old Testament Reading: Job 38:1-11, Epistle 

Reading: 2 Corinthians 6:1-13, and The Gospel Reading:  Mark 4:35-41. 
 

 

Grace Lutheran Church 

5124 Hillcrest, Little Rock, AR  72205 

Mailing address:  P. O. Box 250769, Little Rock, AR 72225 

www.gracelutheranlr.org  

Telephone Number: 501-663-3631 
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THE ORDER OF DIVINE SERVICE 
FOR 

 THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 
 
 
Pre-Service Music Come, Ye Thankful People, Come - Hugo Gehrke 

 
Lighting of the Chancel Candles 

 
Prelude Come, Ye Thankful People, Come - Charles Callahan 

 
Ringing of the Church Bell 

 
Opening Hymn: Come, Ye Thankful People, Come  LSB 892 

 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 

 
Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

 
Exhortation Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3–4; Luke 18:13 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, [and] call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

[and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar,] 
let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we 

have sinned in thought, word,  and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our 
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sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, 

our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner. 

 
Confession of Sins 
  

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 

life. Amen 

 
Absolution John 20:19–23 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Ps. 92:12–15; antiphon: Ps. 92:1 
 

P It is good to give thanks to the LORD, 

C to sing praises to your name, O Most High; 

P The righteous flourish like the palm tree 

C and grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 

P They are planted in the house of the LORD; 

C they flourish in the courts of our God. 

P They still bear fruit in old age; 

C they are ever full of sap and green, 

P to declare that the LORD is upright; 

C he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P It is good to give thanks to the LORD, 

C to sing praises to your name, O Most High; 
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Kyrie Mark 10:47 

 

 

 
 

  

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

  

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,  

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

  

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise  

let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

  

A Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 
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Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 
  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, 

grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we may 

embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  

C Amen 
 

 

Sit 
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Old Testament Reading  Ezekiel 17:22–24 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Gradual Ps. 145:3, 5b, 6b 
 

 
 

Great is the LORD, and greatly | to be praised,* 

and his greatness is un- | searchable. 

On your wondrous works, I will | meditate,* 

and I will declare your | greatness. 

 
Epistle  2 Corinthians 5:1–10 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse 
  

 

  
P  Grow in the grace and | knowledge*          2 Peter 3:18a 

of our Lord and Savior | Jesus Christ. 
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Holy Gospel  Mark 4:26–34 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

The reading of the Holy Gospel. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Nicene Creed (8:15) 
  

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen 
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Apostles' Creed (10:45) 
  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen 

 
Sit 

 
Children's Message 

 
Sermon Hymn: Father, We Thank Thee  LSB 652 

 
Sermon Mark 4:26-34 

“An Insignificant Kingdom?” 

 
Stand 

 
Prayer of the Church 
  

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 

their needs.  
 

Each petition ends with the following:  
 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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The prayers conclude with the following: 

 
P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 

 
Sit 

 
Offering Father, We Thank Thee - Stephen P. Johnson 

 
Stand 

 
Offertory: We Give Thee But Thine Own  LSB 781 
 

 

 
 

6 And we believe Thy Word, 

    Though dim our faith may be: 

Whate’er for Thine we do, O Lord, 

    We do it unto Thee. 
 
Public domain 

 

 
 
 
10:45 Service continues on page 15 
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Service of the Sacrament (8:15) 

 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 

blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 

Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 

into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die 

eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all 

who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
  

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us 

and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 

have eternal life. 
  

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the 

forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life.  

Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 
  

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  

Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross 

and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body 

and blood. 
  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth  

    as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses  

          as we forgive those  

    who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom  

     and the power and the glory  

     forever and ever. Amen 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini John 20:19 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen 

 
Agnus Dei John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Sit 

 
Distribution 
 

Communion Instructions:  The Pastor invites the communicants, those who are able, to kneel 

and then distributes the host which may be received into the hand or the mouth.  The Elder 

distributes the individual cups.  The communicants are asked to hold their cups until the Pastor 

says, “Take and drink.” 

 
     Hymn: Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord  LSB 637 
     Hymn: Glorious Things of You Are Spoken  LSB 648 
     Hymn: Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me  LSB 722 

 
Stand 
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Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Post-Communion Collect 
  

P Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in 

the Holy Supper of Your Son's body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout 

our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your 

saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 
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Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Benediction  
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord lift His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen 

 
Closing Hymn: On What Has Now Been Sown  LSB 921 

 
Postlude On What Has Now Been Sown - J. Wayne Kerr 

 

 

 

T     T     T 
 

 

 

Service Concludes (10:45) 

 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth  

    as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses  

          as we forgive those  

    who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom  

     and the power and the glory  

     forever and ever. Amen 
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Collect 
  

P Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant 

that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that, by patience 

and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 

 
Benediction 
  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord lift His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen 

 
Closing Hymn: On What Has Now Been Sown  LSB 921 

 
Postlude On What Has Now Been Sown - J. Wayne Kerr 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
T     T     T 
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THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
 
SUNDAY:   8:15 a.m. – Divine Service with Holy Communion 

                                                    Coffee and Fellowship in the Parlor  

  9:45 a.m. – Sunday School and Pastor Walter’s Bible Class 

                                 10:45 a.m. – Divine Service  

MON - FRI:      7:30 a.m. – Early Childhood Development Center (ECDC) 

TUESDAY:  5:30 p.m. – Fellowship Club and Friends Indoor Cookout 

WEDNESDAY:   6:30 a.m. – Men’s Bible Study (St. Vincent’s) 

  7:00 p.m. – Mid-Week Service  

 

TODAY IN SUNDAY SCHOOL students learn about how God sent an angel to help Peter 

in “God Made the Angels: An Angel Rescues Peter.” As a family, you might discuss, 

“How do God's angels also help you?” 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES for children ages 3 years through 6
th

 grade meet in the 

lower level of the Family Life Center.  JUNIOR HIGH AND HIGH SCHOOL CLASSES 
meet in classrooms downstairs in the church.  

 
PASTOR WALTER’S CLASS meets upstairs in the Family Life Center in Parker Hall.  

Pastor Walter continues a study from the series God’s Word for Today: Galatians – 

The Cost of Freedom.  This morning Pastor will finish Lesson 5 – “The Second Proof - 

We Are Abraham's Real Children.”  

 
HOLY BAPTISM – Kenneth Harper Spann and Miles David Spann received the 

Sacrament of Holy Baptism on Saturday here at Grace with Pastor Walter officiating.  

Kenneth and Miles are the children of Jeremy and Elizabeth Ross Spann and grandsons 

of Ken and Becky Ross. 

 
HOLY BAPTISM – Carter Dylan Lavoie received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism on 

Saturday here at Grace with Pastor Walter officiating.  Carter is the son of Nick Lavoie 

and Lauren Keppel.  Carter’s grandfather is Greg Keppel and great grandparents are Jim 

and Judy Keppel. 
 
THANK YOU – Our thanks to all who worked to make our Vacation Bible School a 

success this year and a special thank you to Catherine Manchester who was our director.  

The children had a great time experiencing Camp Discovery – Jesus At Work Through 

Us!  Thanks again for sharing your time and talents!! 
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DISTRICT SUNDAY – Last Sunday in celebration of District Sunday, our door offering 

that was designated for “Professional Church Workers Education Support” was $540.00.  

Thank you for generously giving to support those preparing to be pastors, teachers, 

deaconesses, Directors of Parish Music, Education, Outreach and the like.  If you did not 

have an opportunity to donate last week and would like give a donation today, please 

make your check payable to Grace Lutheran Church and note “District Sunday offering” 

on the memo line.    

 
REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:  
Evelyn Chotkowski continues her recovery at Good Shepherd Nursing center. 

Ruth Whitney continues her recovery from a broken ankle. 

Irvin Clawitter continues his recovery at home. 

Warren Rivers continues his recovery at home. 

Joan Ann Olsen is in The Lakes at Maumelle Health and Rehab. 

Dennis Fastenau is continuing chemotherapy treatment. 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND GOD’S BLESSINGS TO: 
June 15 – Sydney Smith 

June 16 – Mason Andrews 

June 18 – Judy Borchert 

June 19 – Mikayla DeAnda 

June 20 – Janie Derden, Randy Middaugh 

 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY AND GOD’S BLESSINGS TO: 
June 16 – Julia and Paul Malbrough, Joan Ann and Ralph Olsen 

June 17 – Leah and Derek Sheridan, Megan and David Witte 

June 18 – Anne and Rick McIntyre 

June 19 – Donna and Ron Stewart 

 

LAST WEEK’S STEWARDSHIP – Attendance: Sunday 6/7: 191 (8:15 – 92 and 10:45 – 

99). Mid-Week Service 6/10: 5. Offerings: Sunday 6/7: $12,169.00.  Mid-Week 6/3: 

$60.00.  Missions: $60.00.  Memorials: $75.00.  Building Fund: $290.00.  Scholarship 

Fund: $60.00.  District Sunday: $540.00. 

 
FELLOWSHIP CLUB will meet for an “Indoor Summer Cook-out” on Tuesday, June 

16
th

, at 5:30 p.m. in Parker Hall.  Pastor and Paula will host the Cook-out.  Make your 

plans to attend and call the church office to let us know you are coming.   
 

 


