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(Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod) 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 
July 5, 2015 

 

GOD AND COUNTRY SUNDAY 
 

PRAYER UPON ENTERING CHURCH 

 Lord Jesus Christ, by Your suffering, death and resurrection You 

have given me life, forgiving me all my sins and setting me free to live my 

life for You.  Grant that I do not abuse this freedom You have secured for 

me even as I rejoice in the freedoms that I have as a citizen of this country.  

Pour out Your blessings upon me so that I might be a blessing to others.  I 

pray this in Your holy name.  Amen   

WELCOME 

 Welcome to everyone gathered here this morning on this holiday 

weekend to hear God’s Word and be strengthened in your faith.  This 

morning’s Service is being led by the Elders of Grace in the absence of our 

Pastor.  We especially welcome our guests and visitors.  It is our hope that 

you will feel welcome here in this place.  If needed, a nursery for infants and 

toddlers is located downstairs.  Restrooms are also located downstairs or 

across the bridge on this floor level before entering the fellowship hall.  If 

you need assistance please speak with a Greeter or an Usher.  Please come 

and worship with us again. 

 

AS WE GATHER 

 “Independence Day” in the United States of America celebrates the 

adoption of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776, declaring 

independence from Great Britain.  It is the “birthday” of the United States as 

a sovereign nation.  Christians live in two kingdoms simultaneously.  We are 

subjects of an earthly government and at the same time we are members of 

the heavenly kingdom.  While we are free and independent, we are 

dependent upon our national leaders to provide protection and our neighbors 

to show us respect.  We are at the same time dependent upon the gracious 

forgiveness of our heavenly Father and recognize our need to trust in Him 

above all things while at the same time loving and respecting our neighbor.  

As such we keep the commandments of the Lord, loving Him with our 

whole heart, mind, strength and soul and loving our neighbor as we love 

ourselves.  We give thanks to the Lord for the blessings of soul and body 

that He gives to us as members of both kingdoms.        
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THE ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

        The Altar Flowers are given today to the glory of God and 

the beautification of His House by Grady and Jo Hanna Worden in 

celebration of their 23
rd

 wedding anniversary and in thanksgiving 

for the Lord’s many blessings.   

 

THOSE WHO SERVE 
 

Pastor:                                                              Rev. James C. Walter 

Elder: Shaun Baker 

Elder: Gary Proud 

Director of Parish Music:                          Nathan Beethe 

Secretary:                                                                             Pat Funk 

Early Childhood Center Director:                         Colleen Moorman 

Acolyte:          Morgan Yovanovich 

Ushers:            Tommy Borchert, Sam Cate  

                                                     Dennis Fastenau, Paul Nichols 

  David Faulkner, Cole Hill  

                                                         Wes Mainard, Chris Pils 

Greeters:                   Ed and Susan Mahnken   

   Justine Baker 

Altar Guild:     Dawn Cline, Pat Funk     

Baritone Saxophone:  Maxwell Baker 

Trombone:  Rudy Bischof, Christina Junkans, Jeff Ralston 

Trumpet:  Kiera Klein, Richard Sanders 

Altar Guild:  (Wed. evening)    Suzanne Raddle and Wilma Richter 
 
 

THE APPOINTED READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY, July 12
th
, The 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost, are:  The Old Testament Reading: Amos 

7:7-15, The Epistle Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14, and The Holy Gospel:  

Mark 6:14-29. 
 

 

Grace Lutheran Church 

P. O. Box 250769, Little Rock, AR 72225 
 

www.gracelutheranlr.org 

Telephone Number: 501-663-3631 
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THE ORDER OF DIVINE SERVICE 
FOR 

GOD AND COUNTRY SUNDAY 
 
 
Pre-Service Music Pastorale  on O God, Our Help in Ages Past  

 – Paul Manz 
 

Lighting of the Chancel Candles 

 
Prelude Introduction on O God, Our Help in Ages Past  

 – Paul Manz 
 

Ringing of the Church Bell 

 
Opening Hymn: O God, Our Help in Ages Past  LSB 733 

 
Please stand 
 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 
  

A In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

 
Exhortation 
  

A Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

A If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

A Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him in prayer 

and praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before 

God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, 

and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together 

as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: 

God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 
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Confession of Sins 
  

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us 

to everlasting life. Amen 

 
Prayer for Forgiveness 
  

A Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be 

Your children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which 

You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through 

Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive 

our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 

 
Psalm Psalm 33:1–12, (antiphon: v. 22) 
 

A Let your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us, 

C even as we hope in you. 

A Shout for joy in the LORD, O you righteous! 

C Praise befits the upright. 

A Give thanks to the LORD with the lyre; 

C make melody to him with the harp of ten strings! 

A Sing to him a new song; 

C play skillfully on the strings, with loud shouts. 

A For the word of the LORD is upright, 

C and all his work is done in faithfulness. 

A He loves righteousness and justice; 

C the earth is full of the steadfast love of the LORD. 

A By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, 

C and by the breath of his mouth all their host. 

A He gathers the waters of the sea as a heap; 

C he puts the deeps in storehouses. 

A Let all the earth fear the LORD; 

C let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him! 

A For he spoke, and it came to be; 

C he commanded, and it stood firm. 

A The LORD brings the counsel of the nations to nothing; 

C he frustrates the plans of the peoples. 
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A The counsel of the LORD stands forever, 

C the plans of his heart to all generations. 

A Blessèd is the nation whose God is the LORD, 

C the people whom he has chosen as his heritage! 

C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit; 

  as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen 

A Let your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us, 

C even as we hope in you. 

 
Hymn: Before You, Lord, We Bow LSB 966  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

5 And when in pow’r He comes, 

    Oh, may our native land 

From all its rending tombs 

    Send forth a glorious band, 

A countless throng, 

    With joy to sing 

    To heav’n’s high King 

Salvation’s song! 
 

Text and Music: Public domain 
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Service of the Word 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 

A The Lord be with you. 
C And And also with you. 

A Let us pray.  O God, Your almighty power is made known chiefly in 

showing mercy. Grant us the fullness of Your grace that we may be 

called to repentance and made partakers of Your heavenly treasures; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen 

 
Pledge to the American Flag 
 

C I pledge allegiance to the flag, 

Of the United States of America; 

And to the Republic for which it stands, 

One nation, under God, indivisible, 

With liberty and justice for all. 

 
Hymn: Jesus Shall Reign LSB 832 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Text and Music: Public domain 
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Pledge to the Christian Flag 
 

C I pledge allegiance to the cross 

Of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

And to the faith for which it stands, 

One Savior, King eternal, 

With mercy and grace for all. 

 
Please sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Exodus 34:4–16 

 

So Moses cut two tablets of stone like the first. And he rose early in the 

morning and went up on Mount Sinai, as the LORD had commanded him, 

and took in his hand two tablets of stone. The LORD descended in the cloud 

and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the LORD. The LORD 

passed before him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful 

and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and 

faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 

transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the 

iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children’s children, to the third 

and the fourth generation.” And Moses quickly bowed his head toward the 

earth and worshiped. And he said, “If now I have found favor in your sight, 

O Lord, please let the Lord go in the midst of us, for it is a stiff-necked 

people, and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us for your 

inheritance.” 

And he said, “Behold, I am making a covenant. Before all your people I 

will do marvels, such as have not been created in all the earth or in any 

nation. And all the people among whom you are shall see the work of the 

LORD, for it is an awesome thing that I will do with you. 

“Observe what I command you this day. Behold, I will drive out before 

you the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, 

and the Jebusites. Take care, lest you make a covenant with the inhabitants 

of the land to which you go, lest it become a snare in your midst. You shall 

tear down their altars and break their pillars and cut down their Asherim (for 

you shall worship no other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a 

jealous God), lest you make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land, and 

when they whore after their gods and sacrifice to their gods and you are 

invited, you eat of his sacrifice, and you take of their daughters for your 

sons, and their daughters whore after their gods and make your sons whore 

after their gods. 
 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn: Eternal Father, Strong to Save  LSB 717 
 

 

 

 

 
 
© The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011479. 
Public domain 

 
Epistle Hebrews 12:18–29 

 

For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire and 

darkness and gloom and a tempest and the sound of a trumpet and a voice 

whose words made the hearers beg that no further messages be spoken to 

them. For they could not endure the order that was given, “If even a beast 

touches the mountain, it shall be stoned.” Indeed, so terrifying was the sight 

that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.” But you have come to Mount Zion 

and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable 

angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of the firstborn who are 
enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the 

righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to 

the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 

See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they did not escape 

when they refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape 
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if we reject him who warns from heaven. At that time his voice shook the 

earth, but now he has promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only the 

earth but also the heavens.” This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the 

removal of things that are shaken—that is, things that have been made—in 

order that the things that cannot be shaken may remain. Therefore let us be 

grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer 

to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, for our God is a 

consuming fire. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Please rise 

 
Holy Gospel John 8:28–36 

 

A The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

So Jesus said to them, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you 

will know that I am he, and that I do nothing on my own authority, but speak 

just as the Father taught me. And he who sent me is with me. He has not left 

me alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to him.” As he was 

saying these things, many believed in him. 

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my 

word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth 

will set you free.” They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and 

have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will 

become free’?” 

Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits 

sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son 

remains forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.  
 

A This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Apostles' Creed 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
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 was crucified, died and was buried. 

   He descended into hell. 

  The third day He rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

 and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life T everlasting. Amen 

 
Please sit 

 
Sermon Hymn: By Grace I'm Saved  LSB 566 sts. 1–4 

 
Sermon John 8:34-36 

“Freedom Is Never Free” 

 
Hymn: By Grace I'm Saved  LSB 566 sts. 5–6 

 
Please rise 

 
Prayer of the Church 
 
A Mindful of God’s many blessings to us in this land and thankful for the 

gift of salvation, let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus 

and for all people according to their needs. 

Each petition ends with the following:  

A Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

The prayers conclude with the following:  

A Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 

in Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen 
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Hymn: God Bless Our Native Land LSB 965 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Text and Music: Public domain 

 
Please sit 

 
Offering By Grace I’m Saved – Kevin Hildebrand 

 
Please rise 

 
Offertory: We Give Thee But Thine Own LSB 781 
 

 
 

 
  

 

6 And we believe Thy Word, 

    Though dim our faith may be: 

Whate’er for Thine we do, O Lord, 

    We do it unto Thee. 
 

Text and Music: Public domain 
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Lord's Prayer 
 

A Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those  

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen 

 
Collect 
 

A Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our 

learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and 

inwardly digest them that, by patience and comfort of Your holy Word, 

we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen 

 
Benediction 
 

A The Lord bless us and keep us. 

The Lord make His face shine on us  

     and be gracious to us. 

The Lord lift His countenance upon us and T give us peace. 
C Amen 

 
Closing Hymn: America the Beautiful Printed on the next page 

 
Postlude God of Our Fathers – J. Wayne Kerr 
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Closing Hymn: America the Beautiful 
  

 
 

 

 

 
 
Text: Public domain 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T    T    T 
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THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
 

SUNDAY:   9:00 a.m. – Coffee in the Parlor for adults 

  9:00 a.m. – Sunday School downstairs--Parker Hall 

   9:00 a.m. – Junior/Senior High downstairs church 

                  10:00 a.m. – Divine Service  

MON - FRI:    7:30 a.m. – Early Childhood Development Center 

MONDAY:                   Church Office is closed today 
TUESDAY:   12:00 noon – Sit and Sew 

WEDNESDAY: 6:30 a.m. – Men’s Bible Class at St. Vincent’s 

            NO Mid-Week Service  

 
TODAY SUNDAY SCHOOL - Today in Sunday School, students 

explore “Jesus Is True Man: Jesus Is Born.” Children will learn 

how God sent His Son, Jesus, to be born on earth so He could keep 

the Law for them and also be able to suffer and die in their place. 

Consider discussing, “How was the birth of Jesus a fulfillment of 

God’s promises?” 

 
SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS – Pastor Walter’s class usually meets in 

Parker Hall at 9:45 a.m. each Sunday. They are studying the book 

of Galatians.  Today in Pastor’s absence, the class will not meet. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES for children ages 3 years through 6
th

 

grade meet in the lower level of the Family Life Center.  JUNIOR 
AND SENIOR HIGH CLASSES meet in classrooms downstairs in 

the church. 

 
OUR THANKS to our Elders, Shaun Baker and Gary Proud, for 

leading us in worship this morning in Pastor Walter’s absence.   

 
PORTALS OF PRAYER devotion books for July through 

September are on the table by the front door to the sanctuary.  

Please pick up your copy today and recycle your old copy by 

putting it in the box on the bridge. 

 
WORSHIP SERVICE SCHEDULE CHANGES –On Wednesday, 

July 8
th

, there will be NO 7:00 p.m. Mid-Week Service. 
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REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:  
Carol Ann Honeywell is recovering following surgery. 

Evelyn Chotkowski is at Good Shepherd Nursing Center. 

Joan Ann Olsen is in The Lakes at Maumelle Health and Rehab. 

Dennis Fastenau has returned home and continuing his treatments. 

Penny Kalinowsky is hospitalized. 

 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY AND GOD’S BLESSINGS TO: 
July   8 – Lisa and Steve Gertsch 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND GOD’S BLESSINGS TO: 
July   5 – Jim Robinson 

July   7 – Monta Krasts, Anna Kate Manchester, Jack Manchester,  

                Monica Ray 

July   9 – Kristin St. Clair 

July 10 – Chuck Fandrei, David Holzhauer. Jon Lindemann  

 
LAST WEEK’S STEWARDSHIP – Attendance: Sunday 6/28: 

137 (8:15 – 70 and 10:45 – 67). Mid-Week Service 7/1: 10. 

Offerings: Sunday 6/28: $5,441.00.  Mid-Week 6/24: $280.00.  

Building Fund: $100.00.  Honorarium to General Fund: $250.00. 

 
BOARD OF EVANGELISM will meet on Monday, July 13

th
, at 

6:00 p.m. in the Parlor. Pat Funk is the director.   

 
BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION will meet on Monday, July 

13
th

, at 6:00 p.m. in Parker Hall.  Bob Bryant is the director. 

 
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP – We all enjoy the fellowship time 

between our 8:15 Service and Sunday School and Bible Class, so 

please take a minute to look at the sign-up sheet on the bulletin 

board by the Parlor and sign up to serve refreshments on the 

Sunday of your choice.  We have no one signed up for the rest of 

July and August.   
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NOON DEVOTIONS WITH PASTOR will not meet in July.  Watch 

the August calendar for our next Devotions with Pastor.  

 
SIT AND SEW will meet Tuesday, July 7

th
, at 12:00 noon in the 

classroom downstairs in the church.  Bring your sewing project 

and join in a good time of fellowship. Call Sammye Sue Harrill if 

you want to go to lunch before Sit and Sew. 

 
AN HONORARIUM has been given to the Grace General Fund by 

Irvin and Sherry Clawitter in honor of our junior high, high school 

and college graduates.  

 
FELLOWSHIP CLUB will meet on Tuesday, July 21

st
, at 12:00 

noon in Parker Hall for a delicious lunch served by our ACTS 

friends.  Join us for fun, food and fellowship.  Call the church 

office for more information. 

 
 


