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“Sola Fides” 

 “But now the righteousness of God has been manifested 

apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness 

to it—the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all 

who believe.”  (Romans 3:21-22)  

“For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to 

boast about, but not before God.  For what does the Scripture say?  

‘Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as 

righteousness.’”  (Romans 4:2-3) 

 “For by grace you have been saved through faith.  And this is 

not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not the result of works, so 

that no one may boast.”  (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

 “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 

conviction of things not seen.”  (Hebrews 11:1) 

 “For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith 

apart from works is dead.”  (James 2:26) 

 During this time leading up to our celebration of the 500
th
 

anniversary of the Reformation I have chosen to write about the three 

“Solas” that were the watchwords of the Reformation, “Sola Fides” 

(Faith Alone), “Sola Gratia” (Grace Alone) and “Sola Scriptura” 

(Scripture Alone).  These watchwords are just as pertinent today as they 

were in 1517.   

Last month I shared “Sola Scriptura” with you.  It is from 

Scripture alone that we are given to know the redemption that is ours in 

Christ Jesus.  The thread that runs through the Bible from start to finish 

shares with us God’s plan of salvation in the person and work of Jesus, 

promised in the Old Testament and found as fulfilled in the New 

Testament.  From Scripture the true God is revealed to us as Triune, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit’s work is to create faith in 

our hearts through the Means of Grace, which are Word and Sacraments 

(Holy Baptism and Holy Communion).  So the faith that believes in, that 

trusts in God is a gift that comes through the “means” that God Himself 



has given to us.  We do not need to go out looking to find God because 

He finds us and makes us His children, heirs of everlasting life. 

As His Spirit-breathed Word is shared with us faith is created in 

our hearts and that faith clings to the promises that He has given to us.  

Ultimately the Word became flesh (that is Jesus became one of us) and 

dwelt among us, though we have not seen Him, we believe in Him 

because of the witness of the Evangelists and Apostles as they were led 

into all truth by the Spirit.   

In the Augsburg Confession, Article IV on Justification, we 

confess this: “Our churches teach that people cannot be justified before 

God by their own strength, merits, or works.  People are freely justified 

for Christ’s sake, through faith, when they believe that they are received 

into favor and that their sins are forgiven for Christ’s sake.  By His death, 

Christ made satisfaction for our sins.  God counts this faith for 

righteousness in His sight (Romans 3:21-26; 4:5).”  Therefore faith is 

God’s work in us.  That should give us great confidence that what 

receives God’s gift of salvation is also a gift! 

Yet faith also bears fruit.  In the Augsburg Confession, Article 

VI on New Obedience, we confess this: “Our churches teach that this 

faith is bound to bring forth good fruit (Galatians 5:22-23).  It is 

necessary to do good works commanded by God (Ephesians 2:10) 

because of God’s will.  We should not rely on those works to merit 

justification before God.  The forgiveness of sins and justification is 

received through faith.  The voice of Christ testifies, “So you also, when 

you have done all that you were commanded, say, ‘We are unworthy 

servants; we have only done what was our duty’” (Luke 17:10). 

So faith and works go together, just as justification and 

sanctification do.  They are two sides of one coin.  One is the gift and the 

other is the thanks for the gift.  Can you be a fan for a team and never 

cheer for that team?  I don’t think so!  So we then thank God that His 

Word has the power to create faith in our hearts and that same Word is 

the power for us to live as His forgiven people doing the good works 

which He has prepared in advance for us to do.  We rejoice in His 

gracious forgiveness and we give thanks for the adoption that is ours 

because of His grace and mercy.  God only see works as “good” as they 

have been done through faith.  We are His witnesses and our good 

works, while giving glory to God, are actually for the benefit of our 

neighbor.  Let’s celebrate the gifts God freely gives! 

Pastor Walter 



“Why Do Christians Sing?” 
 
“Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise 
to the rock of our salvation.” (Psalm 95:1) 
 
Greetings in Christ! I would like to thank all of you for the 
warm welcome to Grace Lutheran Church. I am very 
appreciative of the housing shower held to assist me in the 
move and the many acts of kindness from all. The transition 
from Wisconsin to Arkansas is not a small one, but was made 
much easier through the help of the congregation! I am excited 
to begin my service in the Lord among you. 
 
As a church musician, one of the thoughts constantly running 
through my mind is: “Why do Christians sing?” What are we 
singing about and to whom are we singing? When we gather 
for special occasions, such as a birthday party or a wedding 
reception, music and song are without a doubt part of the 
celebrations. This is also true when the people of God gather 
for worship. Dr. Carl Schalk answers the question of what we 
sing about and who we are singing to: “Whenever Christians 
gather to worship and praise God, we sing songs – songs of 
confidence and faith, songs of confession and contrition, songs 
of exile and rebirth, songs of sin and salvation.” These songs 
sing glory to God for rescuing his people, and proclaim the 
central action of God in Jesus Christ.  
 
Music has the power to move our hearts and minds. While it 
would be possible to have worship without song, it is difficult 
for us to imagine worship without music. Martin Luther once 
remarked: “God has made our hearts and spirits happy through 
His dear Son…He who believes this sincerely and earnestly 
cannot help but be happy; he must cheerfully sing.” In his essay 
“Concerning Music,” Luther also stated: “I am not pleased with 
those who, like all the fanatics, despise music. Music is a gift of 
God, not of men. After theology I accord to music the highest 
place and the greatest honor.”  



We must also ask the question of how we sing and make music 
in praise of God. Music holds a vital role in the worship life 
here at Grace. It is present as we participate in the liturgy and 
sing hymns that so wonderfully proclaim the marvelous work 
our Lord has done through Christ Jesus. We are blessed with 
choirs, handbells, instrumentalists, soloists, and cantors to 
further enrich our worship life with their songs of praise. The 
presence of congregational song at Grace unites us in common 
praise and prayer, where our individual voices are joined with 
others and the saints who have gone before us. Through 
singing, all are brought together in praising God, regardless of 
background or age. Music takes a variety of forms at Grace, but 
all are part of the one heavenly song.  
 
As we go forward together, let us always remember the 
reasons for why we sing, who we are singing to, and how we 
sing. I look forward to the beginning of rehearsals for the 
various music ensembles at Grace. If you are interested in 
being a part of the choir, handbell choir, or would like to 
otherwise participate in music at Grace, I would love to speak 
with you about the many opportunities! May we always raise 
our voices in thanksgiving to God and His work in Christ Jesus. 
“Voices raised to You we offer; Tune them, God, for songs of 
praise. Hearts and hands we bring in tribute for Your gifts 
through all our days. Alleluia! Alleluia! Triune God, to You we 
sing.” (LSB 795) 
 

In His Service, 

Charlie Russell  Director of Parish Music 

 
 

WE WELCOME Charles Russell as our Director of Parish Music.  

Charlie moved here from Wisconsin this past month.  He is a 2017 

graduate from Concordia University Wisconsin. Charlie’s 

commissioning will take place Sunday, September 3
rd

.   

We welcome Charlie to Grace.  
 



THOSE WHO SERVE in SEPTEMBER 
 

ACOLYTE SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Worship Services – Johnna Litwa 

10:45 a.m. Worship Services – Sydney Manchester 

 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 

September 3
rd

 – 10:00 One Service – Gervais LeBlanc 

September 10
th

 – 8:15 Service – Gary Proud 

September 17
th

 – 10:45 Service – Jon Cline 

September 24
th

 – 8:15 Service – Gary Proud 

 

 USHERS’ SCHEDULE 
8:15 a.m. Worship Services – John Ketcher’s team 

 Jim Marvin, Claude Riggin 

10:45 a.m. Worship Services – David Roberts’ team 

Charlie Buchanan, Bryan Gipson 

 
CANTORS’ SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Worship Services – Chuck Fandrei 

10:45 a.m. Worship Services – Ron Krueger 

 
GREETERS’ SCHEDULE 

8:15 a.m. Worship Services – Florence Marvin 

10:45 a.m. Worship – ________________ 

 
ALTAR GUILD SCHEDULE 

                   8:15 a.m. Services –Angie Proud,  

                                                    Debbie Craig and Mildred Wilkins 

10:45 a.m. Services – Becky and Ken Ross 

Mid-Week Services – Suzanne Raddle, Wilma Richter  

 

If you are unable to serve please ask someone to fill in for you  

and then call the church office. 

 

 



 
STEWARDSHIP BUDGET RE-CAP 

2017 budget totals $573,932  
which is an average weekly 

General Fund contribution requirement of $11,037 
 

 Budget needs through August 20              $375,258 
Actual expenses through August 20            $325,603 
 
Contributions to General Fund from all sources $325,958* 
Average weekly contribution through August 20                $9587 
 
In summary, General Fund giving for the year is $ 355 more than actual 
expenses.  
 
Non-budget giving to designated funds through August 20 $40,812  
 
*These contributions include a monthly payment from ECDC to help 
offset expenses. They  also include some memorials and honorariums 
which are not designated to specific funds. 

 
 
 

FELLOWSHIP CLUB 
 

Tuesday, September 19
th

  

12:00 noon 

in 

Parker Hall 
                                                                                                         

Fellowship Club will meet on Tuesday, September 19
th

, at 12:00 

noon in Parker Hall. Our ACTS friends will serve another 

delicious meal.  Mark your calendar and plan to come and have a 

great time of fun and fellowship. 

  

 

 



 
 
 

Voices Needed for the District's 500th 
Anniversary Reformation Choral Concert in 

Memphis 
 

To help celebrate the upcoming 500th anniversary of the Reformation, 

the Mid-South District will host a Lutheran choral concert on the 

evening of Friday, October 13 in Memphis (following the Fall Pastors' 

Conference).  Please share this event announcement and need for voices 

with your music ministry leader.  For those interested in participating, 

music will be provided to each choir director for rehearsal between now 

and October.  A group rehearsal in Memphis for the entire choir will take 

place in early September.  If your congregation's choir is interested in 

participating in this exciting concert event, please ask your music 

director to email Alison Hawkins (ahawkins@mid-southlcms.com) at the 

District Office 

 

. 

 
FALL CRAFT SHOW 

 

Mark your calendar for Saturday, November 11, 2017 for the Fall 

Craft Show.  We will have 24 amazing vendors and crafters 

selling items from jewelry to Christmas décor. It is a great place to 

begin your gift shopping or just to enjoy. And look forward to the 

delicious pastries sold by our Grace Bakers. If you wish to 

showcase your talents, applications are now being accepted for 

booth rentals.  Please note that there WILL NOT BE A USED 

BOOK SALE.   
 

Follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/groups/gracecraftshow. 

Invite friends and family to attend. Tell them about the raffle quilt 

made and donated by Wilma Richter and quilted by Sammye 

Harrill. Those tickets go on sale in October. Contact Riley 

Middaugh at 240-4035 or ram0220@aol.com for more 

information. 
 

mailto:ahawkins@mid-southlcms.com


 

 
 

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE  
 

Volunteers Needed to Serve 
 
 

  COFFEE HOST SIGN UP – Please take a minute and sign 

  up for the Sunday on which you wish to serve.  The sign-up  

  sheet is on the bulletin board by the Parlor.  
 

 

  The schedule for September, 2017 is: 

 

  Sept. 3
rd

         One Service 10:00 a.m. – no coffee 

  

  Sept. 10
th

    Board of Christian Education 

 

  Sept. 17
th

    
 

Carole and Robert Nichols 

 

  Sept. 24
th

         _____________________________ 
 

 

  The schedule for October, 2017 is: 

 

  Oct. 1
st
           _____________________________ 

  

  Oct. 8
th

     _____________________________ 

 

  Oct. 15
th

    
 
    _____________________________ 

 

  Oct. 22
nd

   
 
    _____________________________ 

 

  Oct. 29
th

          Reformation – One Service Sunday 

 

Thanks!!  We appreciate your help! 



 
Our Grace Lutheran Sunday School Staff! 

 

We’d like to recognize and thank the women and men who 

volunteer their time Sunday mornings to share God’s Word with 

our Sunday School children and youth.  Several of these folks have 

volunteered for years in this capacity, and some just answered our 

pleas and joined this great team.   
 

 

 Cradle Roll – Susan Mahnken 

 Pre-K 3 & 4 and Kindergarten – Gina Junkans, Megan Calvillo 

and Carter Stein 

 1
st
, 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 grades – Dawn Cline and Sharon LeBlanc 

 4
th

, 5
th

 and 6
th

 grades – Suzanne Lambert and Diane Roberts 

 Junior High – Joel Junkans and Angie Stephens 

 Senior High – Dave Roberts and Jonathan Cline 

 Subs – Christina Junkans and Catherine Manchester 

 Pianist – Debbie Craig  
 

 

When you see them please say “thank you” for their willingness to 

serve God’s little lambs here in this place! 

 

 
 
 
 

GRACE FAMILY NEWS AND NOTES 
 

CONGRATULATIONS and GOD’S BLESSINGS… 

CONGRATULATIONS to Mark and Ashley Weinhold on the birth 

of their son Luke Edwin on Saturday, August 19
th

, in St. Louis.  

Luke’s grandparents are Lisa and Jeff Hicks and his great-

grandparents are Doris and Carroll Holzhauer.   
 

 

 

 



CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY… 

OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY to the family of James Fields who 

died Wednesday afternoon, August 23
rd

, at home in Alexander, 

Arkansas.  James is the uncle of Sherry Clawitter.  Please 

remember Sherry and her family in your thoughts and prayers. 

 
OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY to the family of Harold Wells who 

died at home on Friday night, August 11
th

.  Harold is survived by 

his wife Elwanda Wells.  A Graveside Service was held Sunday 

afternoon, August 13
th

, at Greene County Memorial Gardens in 

Paragould, Arkansas.  Please remember the Wells family in your 

thoughts and prayers. 
 
OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY to the family of Kevin Derden who 

died Thursday, August 10
th

, at St. Vincent Medical Center.  Kevin 

is survived by his wife Janie and daughter Madison.  The Funeral 

for Kevin was here at Grace August 19
th

.  Please remember the 

Derden family in your thoughts and prayers.  

 
THANK YOU… 

THANK YOU to all for the warm welcome to Grace! I am very 

happy to be serving as your new Director of Parish Music, and am 

looking forward to getting to know everyone and working with the 

music program at Grace! I am deeply appreciative of the housing 

shower the congregation held to help me get settled into my 

apartment, and am thankful for the care and generosity you all 

have shown to me during my first week here. I am excited to be 

here, and am eager to serve the Lord among and with you! 

                                                                             ~ Charles Russell 

 

THANK YOU – Dr. Jess Anthony sends his most sincere thanks to 

the people of Grace Lutheran Church for their kindness and 

generosity during his nineteen months as interim organist.  He 

wishes to further thank us for the gift for his service and the 

reception given for him. 

 



 

  
 

 

We are again supporting the Lutheran World Relief “School 

Kits” project for our Women of Grace mission project.   Our goal 

this year is 100+ kits. These kits allow children to attend school 

who otherwise would not be able to attend because they could not 

afford the supplies. Education is so important to break the poverty 

cycle so this is such a worthy cause.  During August and 

September we will be collecting the following items for the 

“School Kits” – a box will be on a table on the bridge to collect 

there items…   

 Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or 

college-ruled paper  

 One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with 

centimeters on one side and inches on 

the other  

 One pencil sharpener  

 One blunt scissors (safety scissors with 

embedded steel blades work well)  

 Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together 

with a rubber band  

 Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure 

together with a rubber band  

 One box of 16 or 24 crayons  

 One 2½” eraser  

 One sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth bag 

approximately 14” X 17” with shoulder straps  

(no standard backpacks) Copies of the pattern will be 

available in the breezeway. 
 

Ginny Ralston will keep us updated on the current "bargains" as 

they come along and can pass them on by email.  Contact Ginny 

and get on her email list.   

 

Thank you for supporting our Lutheran World Relief projects. 



BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND GOD'S BLESSINGS to  
Grace Family Members in the month of September: 

  1 - Sarah Gipson, Robert Johnson, Donna Middaugh, Ryan Yovanovich 

  3 - Ethan Andrews, Jack Stephens, Hannah Whitney, Mildred Wilkins 

  4 - Carrie Eubanks, Paulette Goldsby, Raymond Harrill  

  5 - Kyla Bryant, Kari Schulz, Megan Witte 

  6 - Anastasia Teske 

  7 - Eileen Esget, Lisa Hicks 

  9 - Lyndsey Dilks, Eric Sanders 

10 - Robert Nichols, Robin Paulson  

12 - Nick Worden 

13 - Dawn Cline, Sydney Manchester, Steven Michael Paulson 

14 - Mary Kendall Jenkins 

16 - Zachary Johnson, Heather Saco 

17 - Jason Camacho 

20 - Megan Calvillo, Cooper Eubanks, Jeramy Stephens 

22 - Maxwell Baker, Emily Esget, Leah Sanders 

24 - Tim Allaben  

25 - August Stein 

26 - Madison Derden 

27 - Terry Hill  

28 - Daniel Loyd, Jadelyn Ralston 

29 - Kaylee Hammond, Robert Middaugh 

30 - Kiera Klein 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY to these couples in September: 

  1 - John and Emma Jane Ohnemus, Ruth and Lance Whitney 

  5 - Stephana and Tim Loyd, Beverly and Richard Sanders 

  6 - Becky and Ken Ross 

14 - Kellie and Brian Dumont 

15 - Jennifer and Jeremy Hammond 

16 - Judy and Jim Keppel 

18 - Kristin and Matt St. Clair 

21 - Cynthia and Scott McCrory 

25 - Laura and Brad Schnackenberg  

27 - Lyndsey and John Allen 

 

If we missed your birthday or anniversary; please let the church office know. 

 



 

BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES AT GRACE 
 

Our nursery, downstairs in the church, is also available to take care 

of the infants and toddlers on Sunday morning not only during 

both Worship Services but also during Sunday School and Bible 

Class time.  Mary Ann Dyer is our nursery attendant.  

 

 

 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS – Pastor Walter’s class meets each Sunday 

morning upstairs in the Family Life Center in Parker Hall.  A new 

study has started on the Book of Acts.  We are asked to consider, 
“It is a remarkable thing that Christ has made the completion of His mission 

work on earth dependent on His body, the church.  It is the instrument 

through which His Spirit moves forward in salvation and on to the final 

victory as described in Revelation.  If we as the church are failing to live up 

to the standard set forth in Acts, we are doing nothing less than hindering the 

coming of the Kingdom.  May God use these studies to renew us and to 

bring us to a higher level of commitment concerning His plans and purposes 

for His church.”  Please come join us!     

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES for children ages 3 through 6
th

 grade 

are held in the lower level of the Family Life Center. Parents are 

invited to join us for the opening service at 9:45 each Sunday.  If 

you have questions, contact Colleen Moorman for more 

information.   

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH - Their class meets at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday 

in their classroom downstairs in the church.  Joel Junkans is 

leading the class each Sunday morning.   

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH - Their class meets each Sunday at 9:45 

a.m. in their classroom downstairs in the church.  Jonathan Cline is 

leading the class each Sunday morning. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY class meets each Wednesday morning at 

6:30 a.m. at St. Vincent Hospital in the 4
th

 floor conference room 

(off the main elevator).  Pastor Walter leads this Bible Study each 

week. 



ECDC News & Notes . . 

.  
 

A new school year has begun!  And excitement can be found throughout 
ECDC!  We’ve got “old” kids in new classes checking out all the new toys 
and learning opportunities – and seeing just what their new teachers 
expect and have to offer!  We have several new staff joining our 
awesome team of teachers – all geared up to share their love of 
children.  And, we have “new” ECDC family members whom we are 
really glad have joined us for lots of fun and learning!   
 
We finished last school year with a great graduation and program – if 
you weren’t able to come you really missed something!  A special thank 
you to the Board of Christian Education for once again hosting the 
reception following the program – as always it was very yummy!  The 
staff then spent three days getting ready for the new year.  We spent 
the time cleaning and meeting and organizing and getting familiar with 
our all sorts of necessary resources. We turned the old Junior Classroom 
into the brand new Woddler Class – that was quite a successful 
transition!  It was an awesome couple of days that were well used and 
most appreciated by the staff!   
 
September finds us at the beginning – the alphabet, counting, shapes, 
learning all about “me”, my senses, family, and friends.  AND of course 
“in the beginning God created . . .”  We will learn about how our 
Heavenly Father has GIVEN us everything we need – all our gifts are 
freely given out of Fatherly love; and, He promised us a Savior – all at 
the very beginning!  If that isn’t enough we’ll go on our annual all school 
trip to the Little Rock Zoo!  I’m tired already 
 
Please take time to read “Painless Ways to Support ECDC” in this 
newsletter – these three programs are real budget helpers.  And, so 
easy to use!  If you need help registering or re-registering give me a call 
and we’ll get you started with the “painless” process.  Thanks so much! 
 
Come visit us sometime – it’ll be fun for sure!  See ya again next month,  
 



Until then God’s continued blessings to each of you — Colleen 

Did you know your Kroger Card needs to be re-
enrolled each year to ensure participation in 
the Kroger Community Rewards Program and 
to continue  painless support of ECDC by 
“swiping” your KrogerPlus Card? 
  

Now is a great time to check your card! 

  
 

It only takes a few seconds . . . Enroll or Re-enroll TODAY! 
  

Go to Kroger.com 

1. In the top right corner, click on “Sign In” 
2. Type in your email & password. 
        If you have forgotten, click on “Forgot My Password” &      
        Kroger will immediately email you the opportunity to  
        reset your password. 
3. Under the “Community” tab, click “Kroger Community 

Rewards.” 
4. Select “Enroll” or “Re-enroll Now” in the orange box (click 

“edit” if re-enrolling). 
5. Type “Grace Lutheran” in the search box, then choose “Grace 

Lutheran ECDC” from the list which appears & click “enroll.”  
(Your enrollment date will be updated) 

6. You’re done and good to go for another year!  Thank you!! 
  

Just as simple— let Amazon.com send money to ECDC each and 
every time your shop at Smile.Amazon.com (Amazon’s charitable 
giving site).  All you have to do is designate Grace Lutheran ECDC 
as your charitable organization! And, once done you never need 
to renew!  Here’s our link:  

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/71-0299147 
(It will say “Grace Lutheran Church Little Rock, AR—but that is 

us—ECDC). 
 

Thanks so much for all your support! 


